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MITCHELL'S    ALONZO    AND    ME- 
LISSA     A      HUGE      LITERARY 
FRAUD  UNIQUE  IN  AMER- 
ICAN LITERATURE. 
Among     the     earliest      01      American 
novels,  by   which   phrase   I   mean   novels 
written  by  American   writers,   was  this  : 
"A   Short  Account  of   the  Courtship   of 
Alonzo  and  Melissa".     It  was  written  by 
Daniel    Jackson.    Jr.,    and    published    at 
PSattsburgh,    N.    Y.,    early    in    the    year 
iSxi.     The   author,   Jackson,    appears    to 
have    been    born    in    Peru,    Clinton    Co.. 
N.   Y.,   31    May,    1790.     This    novel    was 
written  by  him  in  1809-1810,  and  in  his 
twentieth  year. 

By  accident,  or  design,  a  copy  of  this 
book  came  into  my  possession  the  day 
following  Thanksgiving,  1904.  The  name 
had  long  been  familiar,  but  the  book 
itself,  in  this  form,  I  had  never  seen 
In  the  N.  Y.  Times'  Book  Review,  3d 
September,  1904,  appears  a  note  concern- 
ing: it,  and  in  the  Nation,  8th  December, 
another  note  appears.  These  notes  are 
contradictory,  bin  before  I  saw  either. 
ray  curiosity  was  aroused  concerning  the 
book.  There  is  no  mention  of  either  the 
book  or  the  author  in  any  history  of 
American  literature;  neither  Duyckinck 
nor  Griswold  refer  to  it.  Roorbach,  1849, 
gives  the  name  "'Alonzo  and  Melissa". 
but  not  the  name  of  the  author.  The 
publication  of  editions  ran  from  i8ti  to 
1876,  exceeding  in  length  of  life  any 
American  novel   ever  published.     It  was 


W 


published  in  Boston,  in  Hartford,  in 
Philadelphia,  in  Brattleboro,  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  I  do  not  know  how  many  other 
places.  I  declare  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction that  no  American  novel  of  its 
time  ever  had  such  duration  of  life,  and 
nothing  like  such  a  sale,  continuous  for 
two-thirds  of  a  century. 


SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF 

THE 

COURTSHIP  OF 

ALONZO  &  MELISSA 

SETTING  FORTH  THEIR 

JIARDSHIH  AH»  »iyFlC*ji-TlES> 

CAUSED  BY  THE  BAHB  AtUTY 

OF  AN  UNFEELING  FATHER. 


In  ev'iy  vary'd  posrure,  p!-jce  »no  hour. 
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For  these  reasons  it  deserves  mention. 
But  there  is  another  reason.  Connected 
with  it  took  place  one  of  the  most  as- 
tounding literary  frauds  of -which  1  have 
personal  knowledge.  Why  it  lias  never 
before  been  discovered  and  discussed  is 
a  matter  which  I  shall  not  consider.  Now 
for  the  first  time  1  will  relate  it.  Dur- 
ing-this  same  year,  iSii,  there  was  pub- 
lished at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  a  novel, 
in  two  volumes,  entitled  "The  Asylum; 
or  Alonzo  and  Melissa,  an  American 
Tale,  Founded  on  Fact'',  by  I.  Mitchell. 
Poughkeepsie  (John  Nelson),  1811. 
This  book  was  copyrighted  by  John  Nel- 
son, he  claiming  "as  proprietor".  The 
date  of  this  copyright  is  "the  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
of  the  Independence".  Hence  the  date 
of  the  copyright  was  December  2d,  1811. 
This  is  a  vital  fact  and  fixes  the  fraud. 
Here  I  must  note  two  errors  in  the  two 
communications  cited.  That  in  the 
Times  gives  the  pages  of  Jackson's  first 
edition  as  being  278;  it  should  be  21S. 
It  was  a  singular  error,  for  278  is  the 
precise  number  of  pages  in  Mitchell's 
second   volume.      The   other   error    is   in 


[  the  communication  to  the  Nation;  it 
gives  the  date  of  copyright  of  Mitchell's 
book    as    being    December     2,     1S10;     it 

j  was    1811.       Mitchell    was    a    newspaper 

i  writer  and  for  a  time  an  editor,  and  the 

>  various    newspaper    notices     were    mere 

I  advertisements     inserted     by      Mitchell  ; 

!  these     notices     are     mentioned     in     the 

j  Nation's    communication.      The    first    is 

j  8  Jan.,   1811 ;   this  merely  fixes   the  time 

1  in    181 1,    when    Mitchell    saw    Jackson's 

:  book.      The    two    other    notices    are    9th 

j  Oct.,    1S11,  and   16th  Oct.,    1S11.     Can   a 

I  book  be  printed,  with  a  copyright  notice 

j  in  it,  before  the  copyright  was,  or  is,  ob- 

;  tained?     Most  certainly  not.     Then  how 

I  could  Mitchell's  Asylum  have  been  pub- 

j  lished  or  printed  in  October;  or  how 
could  a  book,  if  copyrighted  Dec.  2,  1811, 

j  published    in    two    volumes,    comprising 

j  together     542     pages,     be     written     and 

j  printed    and    in    condition    '"'soon    to    ap- 

;  pear"'  on  the  8th  January,  1811?     It  was 

i  a  downright  absurdity. 

Jackson's  book  was  never  copyrighted; 

•  hence  Mitchell  could  use  it.     But  Mitch- 

j  ell's  book  was   copyrighted,   hence  Jack- 

i  son  could  r-^i  leg-ally  use  it. 
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That  one  of  these  men  used  the  other's 
book,  there  is  no  question;  the  only  ques- 

JACKSON. 

"Alonzo  was  about  twenty-one  years 
old"  (p.  6). 

"His  appearance  was  manly,  open  and 
free"  (p.  6). 

"His  eve  indicated  nobleness  of  soul" 
(p.  6). 

"His  aspect  was  tinged  with  melan- 
choly" (p.  6). 

"'Yet  he  was  naturally  cheerful"  (p.  6). 

"For  far  beyond  the  pride  and  pomp 
of  power'"  (a  poem,  io  lines),  (p.  6). 

"Melissa  was  at  a  ball  which  had  been 
given  on  a  matrimonial  occasion  in  the 
town"  (p.  ;). 

''Destitute  of  literature  himself,  he  had 
provided  the  means  of  obtaining  it  for 
his  son''   (p.  9). 

"He  was  a  rigid  Presbyterian ;  he  con- 
sidered that  Edgar  could  nowhere  figure 
so  well,  or  gain  more  eminence,  than  in 
the  sacred  desk"   (p.  9). 


tion   is,  which  man?     I   will  first  give  a 
few  comparative  citations  : 

MITCHELL. 

"Alonzo  was  about  twenty-one  years 
old"   (v.  1,  209). 

"Of  elegant  and  stately  appearance, 
polished  manners,  and  highly  prepossess- 
ing address"  (v.  1,  209). 

"His  eye  indicated  sublimity  of  mind" 
j    (v.  1.  209). 

'"His  settled  countenance  seemed 
!    iinged  with  shades  of  melancholy"  (v.  1, 

"He  was  cheerful  and  gay"  (v.  1,  p. 
j    209). 

I  "Yet  far  beyond  the  pride  and  pomp 
j  of  power"  (a  poem,  10  lines),  (v.  1, 
j    P-   209). 

"Melissa   was   at  a  ball  given   in  cele- 

'irotiAn    r\$   o    tmrri'jfi'.'"   in    tliat    tnurn"     (  \-      T 

!  p.  210). 

"Though  destitute  himself,  yet  having 
i  learnt  the  value  of  education,  he  deter- 
i  mined  to  provide  the  means  of  obtaining 
j    it  for  his  children"   (v.  1,  p.  33). 

"Being  a  rigid  Presbyterian,  he  con- 
1  eluded  that  his  son  could  nowhere  figure 
.  so  well,  or  gain  so  much  eminence,  as  in 
i    the  sacred  desk*'   (v.  1,  p.  33). 
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JACKSON. 

"She  was  dressed  in  white,  embroid- 
ered and  spangled  with  rich  silver  lace. 
A  silk  girdle  enwrought  with  tasselled 
gold  surrounded  her  waist;  her  hair  was 
adorned  with  a  wreath  of  artificial  flow- 
ers studded  with  a  single  diamond''    (p. 

7). 

''To    our    hero    and    heroine    the    rural 
charms   of  their  secluded  village  were  a 
source  of  ever  pleasing  variety.     Spring 
with    its   verdure,   fields,    flowery   meads,  | 
and  vocal  groves,  its  vernal  gales,  purl-  | 
ing    rills,    and    its    evening    whipperwill ;  ' 
summer  with  its  embowering  shades  re- i 
fleeted  in  the  glassy  lake ;  and  the  long,  '■ 
pensive   yet   sprightly  notes  of   the   soli-  j 

mellow  fruit,  its  yellow  foliage  and  de-  j 
.caying  verdure;  winter  with  its  hoarse,  j 
rough  blasts,  its  icy  beard  and  snowy  j 
mantle,  all  tended  to  thrill  with  sensa-  j 
tions  of  pleasing  transition  the  feeling  { 
bosoms  of  Alonzo  and  Melissa"  (p.  218).  j 


MITCHELL. 

"She  was  dressed  in  white,  emb 
ered  and  spangled  with  rich  silver 
A  green  silk  girdle  enwrought  and 
<elled  with  gold  surrounded  her  v. 
her  hair  was  unadorned  except 
wreath  of  artificial  dowers,  on  the 
of  which  blazed  a  single  diamond  < 
p.  213). 

"To  our  hero  and  heroine  the  n 
charms  of  their  retired  village  w< 
source  of  ever  pleasing  variety.  S 
with  its  verdured  fields,  flowery  m 
and  vocal  groves,  its  balmy  gales, 
ing  rills,  and  its  evening  whipper 
summer  with  its  embowering  shade 
fleeted  in  the  glass}-  lake,  its  mild  s 
ers,  gay  rainbow,  its  lightning,  its  i 
der.  and  the  long,  pensive  yet  spri 
notes  of  the  solitary  strawberry  bird 
ttimn  with  its  mellow  fruit,  y 
foliage,  falling  leaf,  and  decaying 
dure ;  winter  with  its  rough  blast; 
bands,  stormy  skies,  and  snowy  mar 
all  tended  to  thrill  with  sensatior 
pleasing  transition  the  feeling  bo 
of  Alonzo  and  Melissa  in  their 
chosen,  long  sought,  but  finally  r 
secluded  Asylum"    (v.  2,  27SL 


Mr.  Jackson  wrote  twelve  notes  re- 
ferring to  historical  facts  and  in  a  remote 
degree   to   natural   history.     These   notes 


were  used  by  Mitchell.     I  will   giv 
specimen  : 
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Samuel  P.  Colt, 
Olney  T.  Inman, 
George  P.  Wetmore, 
William  R.  Dupee, 
Warren  O.  Arnold, 
Richard  A.  Robertson, 
Joshua  M.  Addeman, 
W.  T.  C.  Ward  well, 
James  M.  Scott, 
William  H.  Perry, 


Arthur  T.  Kelley, 
IT.  Martin  Brown, 
Frederick  Tompkins, 
Levi  P.  Morton, 
James  Stillman, 
George  F.  Baker, 
Richard  A.  McCurdy 
G.  G.  Haven, 
Thomas  F.  Ryan, 
Henry  A.  C.  Tavlor, 


George  M.  Thornto 
George  IT.  Norman, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 
E'lbridge  T.  Gerry, 
Jacob  H.  Sen  iff. 
Richard  S.  Howlaiu 
Charles  C.  Harringl 
Joseph  Da  vol, 
Louis  H    Comstock 
Herbert  N.  Fenner. 


SAMUEL  P.  COLT,  President. 
CYRUS  P.   BROWN,    Treasurer. 
WARD  E.  SMITH,  Secretary. 


J.  M.  ADDEMAN,    Vice-Presn 

WALDO  M.  PLACE,  Asst.  Treasur 

HENRY  B.  CONGDON,  Asst.  Sec'y 


JACKSON  S. 

Jackson  said  in  the  text:  "Concealed 
cm  all  sides  from  the  sight  by  irregular 
row-  of  large  Locusts  and  Elm  trees,  dry 
prim  hedges  and  green  shrubbery*'  (ed. 
iSr i,  p.  73). 

Now  the  note  referring  to  the  word 
'"prim"  : 

"The  botanical  name  of  this  shrub  is 
not  recollected.  There  were  formerly  a 
great  number  of  prim  hedges  in  New 
England  and  other  parts  of  America. 
What  is  most  remarkable  is  that  they  all 
died  the  year  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  War." 


MITCHELL  S. 

Mitchell's  text  reads:  "Concealed  on 
all  sides  from  view  by  irregular  rows  of 
large  Locusts  and  Elm  tree>.  dry  Prim 
hedges    and    green    shrubbery"    (v.    2.    p. 

59). 

Now  the  note  referring  to  the  word 
"Prim": 

"The  Ligustrum  vulgare  of  Linneaus. 

There  were  formerly  a  great  number  of 
prim  hedges  in  Xew  England  and  other 
parts  of  America.  It  is  a  remarkable 
fact  that  they  almost  all  died  the  year 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
American  War." 


Mr.  Mitchell  has  many  note-  which  do 
not  appear  in  jacicsous  l>aik.  One  such 
describes  a  woodcock:  as  weighing  from 
4  to  6  pounds.  Jackson  mentions  the 
bird,  but  gives  no  note  {ed.  1811,  p.  93). 
Jf  Jackson  was  the  fraud,  why  did  he  not 

Soldier's    Pocket.  Bible   issued   for  the 
use    of    the    Army    of   Oliver    Cromwell. 
Printed  at  London  by  G.  B.  and  R.  W. 
for  G.  C.     1643.    Reprinted  at  Xew  York.  | 
1861,   for  the   volunteers   who   rushed   to  j 
the  defence  of  WashinsrtGn.     Price  75c. 


The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  X.  Y.  Evening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"'  etc.,  X.  Y.,  1S04.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 


Mr.  Gibbon  (Hist.  Rom.  Emp.  cp.  17, 
note  18)  refers  to  a  paragraph  which  he 
has  used  in  his  History,  taken  from 
Wood's  Observations.  The  real  name 
of  Wood's  Ob-ervations  i.-  "An  Essay 
on  the  original  genius  of  Homer,  with  a 
comparative  .view  of  the  ancient  and 
present  state  of  the  Troade,  illustrated 
with    a   map   of   Troy".     I % offer   a    : 


transcribe    from    Mitchell    the    botanical 

I   must  not   fail  to  note  the   fact  that 

one  of  the  finest  existing  specimens  of 
Dr.  Anderson's  wood  engravings  adorns 
the  opening  of  the  first  volume. 

for  sale  printed  at  Dublin,  1776.  Price 
$2. 00.  It  is  an  exhaustive  and  profound 
study  of  the  Illiad  and  the  Odyssey  in 
relation  10  the  country,  its  ethnology, 
mythology  and  geography;  it  is  a  book 
which  will  delight  a  scholar.  Mr.  Gib- 
bon criticises  Mr.  Wood  for  confound- 
ing "Illium  with  Alexandria  Troas"  (v. 
2.  p.  92).  But  by  a  careful  study  it  will 
be  seen  that  Mr.  Gibbon  is  himself  in 
error. 


In   the  year   11 06  the  Roman   Catholic 
Church  made  the  little  town  of  Holar,  in 


Iceland, 


Bishopric:  it  was  establisl 


and    in    1267    Laurentius    Kalfsson    was 

made  Bishop  of  Holar.  He  became  a 
great  scholar;  that  means  as  scholars 
were  great  at  that  time,  "when  a  sense 
of  evidence,  when  a  marvel  is  in  ques- 
tion, was  yet  unborn".  His  Life  was 
written  by  a  co-temporary  Father  un  ler 
th«  title  "The  Life  of  Laurence,  Bishop 
lar  (Laurentius  Saga;,  by  Einer 
lason.  This  was  transla 
!  nglish  and  published  in  London.  I  will 
sell  a  copy  for  $1.00. 


Those  are  the  closing  paragraphs  oi 
the  two  books.  I  could  give  a  hundred 
other  specimens,  but  they  are  not  needed. 
Jackson's  bonk  not  being  copyrighted, 
there  was  no  legal  means  by  winch  he 
could  stop  the  sale  of  Mitchell's  edition. 
Had  Mitchell's  copyright  been  valid,  he- 
could  have  stopped  the  sale  of  Jackson's 
in  an  instant.  But  he  did  nothing.  In  1^24 
was  pub! idled  at  Brattleboro  "Alonzo 
and  Melissa,  or  the  Unfeeling  Father, 
an  American  Tale",  by  Daniel  Jackson. 
Jr.  Nelson's  copyright  of  the  Mitch- 
ell swindle  was  only  thirteen  years  old, 
hut  he  did  not  interfere. 

Poughkeepsie  is  225  miles  south  from 
Plattsburg.  How  could  young  Jackson 
iret  Mitchell'^  book,  which   had  not  hern 


published  on  October  16th,  1S11,  and 
which  was  not  copyrighted  until  De- 
cember 2,  1S11,  write  a  "paraphrase",  get 
ii  into  book  form,  and  issued  it  in  1S11? 

It  was  a  physical  impossibility.  Mitch- 
ell's   book     was     a     remarkable     literary 

J  swindle,  now  for  the  first  time  disclosed. 
It  is  unique  in  American  literature  and 
deserves  mention  in  the  history  of  Amer- 
ican litertaure.  Mitchell  '"absorbed"' 
the   entire    work   of  Jackson    verbum    de 

j  vcrbo  into  his  fraudulent  book.  It  is,  as 
I  say,  unique.  I  am  under  obligations 
to  Mr.  11.  L.  Koopman,  Librarian  of  the 

i  Brown  University  Library,  for  assisting 
me    in   getting   the    works   necessary    for 

'  this   extraordinary  research. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1S09.  Price  $io.co.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive- 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Willard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  X.  E.  ( B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 


A  contribution  to  American  Thalas- 
sography.  Three  Cruises  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  "Survey 
Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1877  to  1880,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
Boston,  1888.     Price  $4.50. 


pr 


Xew      England      Primer,     Wrentham, 
inted  by  David  Heaton,  1S02.     $3.00. 


An     Exact     Table     to     Bring     OLD 

TENOR    into    Lawful    Money,    also    a 

Table    to    know    the    value    of    Pistoles, 

j  Guineas,  Johannes.  Moydores,  etc.,  at  the 

I  rate  of  Dollars  at  six  shillings  a   Piece, 

!  at  which  invariable  value  they  are  fixed 

by    a    late    act    of    Government.      Boston 

'    (Rogers  and  Fowle),  next  to  the  Prison 

I  in  Queen  Street,  1750.     Size  lfx4  inches. 

j   Price  $5.00. 

-  Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.     An  Awakening 
1  Call   from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;    or    Seasonable    Advice    to 
1  them    that   are   under   conviction   to  pre- 
vent   their    Miscarrying    in    Conversion. 
Boston,  S.  Kneeiand,   1733.     $3-75- 

An  extract  ''Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
'  ering  for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
j  bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
j  web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25). 
The    learned   Divine    suggests    the    "put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves, 
Among  them  this:     "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me  ?" 


Nathanael     Ames     Almanac 
t/45,  also    [763.     Each  S1.50. 


Boston. 


Library   Gifts  and    Bequests. 

The  Springfield  Republican  of  the  23d 
October,  1904,  printed  a  summary  of  a 
report  made  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Harrison,  li- 
brarian of  the  Providence  Athanaeum, 
to  the  American  Association  of  Libra- 
rians at  St.  Louis,  under  the  above  head- 
ing. Having  stated  the  amounts  of  the 
great  gifts,  the  editor  of  the  Republican 
says:  "This  shows  an  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  appreciation  of  libraries 
as  a  means  of  education,  and  also  as  a 
way  to  preserve  the  names  of  the  givers, 
lor  it  is  a  good  line  in  which  to  be  re- 
membered." and  then  continues,  "Among 
the  gifts  of  books  there  is  none  more 
worthy  of  note  than  the  great  collection 
01  iu.ooo  volumes  of  ivnoue  iManu  His- 
tory made  by  Sidney  S.  Rider,  the  one 
literary  man  of  the  State  for  many  years 
who  has  done  invaluable  service  in  se- 
curing and  preserving  the  records  of  the 
past,  and  who  has  by  his  independent 
and  vigorous  periodical,  Book  Xotes, 
these    many   years    upheld    the    standard 


Union  Doctrinal  Catechism.  Title  and 
first  leaf  missing.  It  contains  140  em- 
blematic wood  cuts,  evidently  specimens 
of  the  work  done  in  this  country  early  in 
the  19th  century.     $2.50. 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  Chambers. 
London.     Cloth.     S3. 50. 


In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  1  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1812''.  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
''Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist    in    oil.     In    1801    he    travelled    to 


of  character,  not  merely  in  literature,  but 
in  public  spirit.  Mr.  Rider's  own  writ- 
ings ought  to  form  an  important  part 
of  these  collections".  Even  with  proper 
humility,  I  am  actually  proud  to  print, 
from  such  a  source,  words  of  so  much 
commendation)  and  I  pledge  all  the  great 
vigor  which  I  still  possess  to  make  them 
stand   true. 


It    is    an    interesting    fact    that    Brown 
University    in    former    years    exacted    a 

bond  from  each  student  in  security  for 
the  payment  of  his  dues.  This  bond  was 
"in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ounces  of 
silver". 


w  1  in  111  iour  mourns  me  mooring  men 

have  seen  the  price  of  fresh  pork  raised 
to  them  from  8  cents  a  pound  to  14  cents, 
and  then  drop  back  to  8  cents.  In  the 
course  of  nature  there  could  have  been 
increase  in  stock.  It  was  a  pure  squeeze 
for  money,  and  doubtless  used  as  an 
instance  of  prosperity. 

Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoft,  whom  he 
married  in  181 1.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten:  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  Si. 25. 
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"  UNION     T^UST     GOjVtPflNV 

THE    BANK    OF   THE    PEOPLE. 
STRONG,     LIBERAL,    COURTEOUS,     PROGRESSIVE. 


YOUR  FIRST  DEPOSIT  represents  your  first  step  to- 
wards independence,  and  the  farther  you  go  the  better  you 
will  like  it.  Thousands  have  had  this  experience  and  now 
have  substantial  amounts  on  deposit  in  our  Savings  Account. 
Deposit  a  Dollar  or  more  ;  the  possession  of  a  pass  book  will 
prove  a  daily  reminder  and  stimulate  a  desire  to  make  the  de- 
posit larger.      Why  not  begin  the  New  Year  well? 

This  Company  pays"  FOUR  PER  CENT,  on  Savings 
Accounts. 

We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


UNION     TRUST     COMPANY 

Dorra.nce  and    Westminster  Streets. 


Within  two  weeks  two  respectable  men 
have  been  killed  by  falling  upon  icy  side- 
walks in  the  city  of  Providence.  This 
city  is  legally  liable  for  these  deaths. 
There  was  no  contributory  negligence. 
The  action  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
matter  of  sidewalks  is  simply  damnable. 
The  recent  episode  in  snow}'  side- 
walks was  worse  than  farcical ;  it  was 
criminal.  According  to  the  "police'', 
certain  laws  are  to  be  enforced  against  a 
poor  man,  but  never  against  a  rich  man. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  writer  was  ar- 
rested and  fined  upon  an  absolutely  sham 
case.  The  writer  took  the  case  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  before  the  illegal  Ap- 
pellate Court  was  set  up — but  the  City 
Government  backed  down.  flow  long 
will  the  City  Council  continue  this  ras- 
cally work?  Every  estate  in  the  city  is 
owned  by  somebody;  that  somebody 
must  be  forced  to  clean  the  sidewalk. 
even  at  the  cost  of  a  lien  upon  the  estate 
of  ten  times  the  cost  ex  doing  the  work, 
and  sand  it,  too,  'Alien  Lee  is  upon  it.  Let 
the  cost  of  a  fall  also  be  a  lien  upon  an 
estate.     The    Sunday    Journal's    editorial 


note  to  a  communication  reads:  '"The 
city  has  not  been  beaten  in  the  highest 
court— the  Appellate  Division'*.  This  is 
downright  deceit.  There  was  then  no 
Appellate  Court.  Such  a  law  must  be 
made  bv  the  General  Assemblv. 


In  reading  the  editor  of  the  Journal's 
skits  at  Lawson  it  would  be  well  to  note 
the  fact  that  the  Journal  is  owned  and 
run  in  the  Rockefeller  interest.  We  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  Lawson  for  one  saving — 
we  are  paying  13  cents  for  kerosene. 
From  November  1st,  1003,  all  through 
last  winter,  we  paid  15  cents  for  the 
same. 


1  he  city  schools  of  Providence  are 
using  John  Fiske's  History  of  the  United 
States  for  Schools.  In  two  essential 
things  it  teaches  downright  fiction;  first, 
concerning  the  "Dorr  War",  and  second, 
concerning  the  "Anti-Rent  War  in  New 
York,  1843-1S45".  Ought  children  in  the 
schools  to  be  taught  abominable  lies  in 
matters  of  history? 
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NOTES     OX     THE     ORIGIN     AND 
MANUFACTURE    OF   COTTON. 
A   Jady    friend   sends    me   this :    "Will 


published,  in  London,  his  "Treasure  of 
Trafficke."  In  ii  he  states  that  "they 
(the  spinners)   buy  cotton  wool   in  Lon- 


g-ire the  first  mention  of  cotton  in  His- 
tory; and  also  the  earliest  uses  men- 
tioned?" We  will  give  a  few  notes. 
There  is  an  ancient  manuscript  story  of 
the  "Seige  of  Caerlaverock  Castle,"  by 
Edward  the  First,  A.  D.  1 272-1298.  It 
was  written  A.  D.  1300.  In  it  occurs  the 
word  colon.  Caerlaverock  was  an  an- 
cient feudal  castle,  near  Dumfries,  in 
Scotland.  It  was  this  castle,  under  the 
name  Ellangowan,  which  Scott  has  so 
delight fulh'  described  in  Guy  Manner- 
ring.  In  1356,  Sir  John  Maundeville  be- 
gan the  writing  of  his  "Travels".  This 
book  was  first  printed  in  French  in  1480; 
and  in  English,  by  Wynkyn  De  Worde, 
in  1499.  In  it  appears  the  word  cotoun. 
Thus:  "Theise  men  ben  the  beste  vvor- 
cheres  of  gold,  sylver,  cotoun  sylk,  etc." 
Again:  "In  that  land  (Cathay)  ben  trees 
that .  beren  wolle,  as  thoghe  it  were  of 
schepe  where  of  men  maken  clothes  and 
all  thing  that  may  ben  made  of  wolle." 
(Mauiideville's  Travels,  1839,  pp.  212- 
268.)  In  the  6th  year  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,  1552,  Parliament  enacted  a  statute 
**that  all  Cottons,  called i  Mawthpster, 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Ccltlmft,/ shall 
be  in  length,  etc."  The  prfce/s*  /iate 
when  this  manufacture  [blging  is f  not 
ivn;  but  I  will  givV  \\k  \k<\  as 
now  know?).     In  164a  lA/k  Kbl*rts 
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Smyrna."  In  all  the  English  cloth  then 
described  as  cotton,  the  weft  alone  was 
cotton ;  it  crossed  the  warp  from  selvage 
to  selvage.  This  method  was  continued 
until  1773.  In  Eden's  Decades,  London, 
1555,  it  is  stated  that  "Mattrasses  were 
made  of  the  cotton  of  the  Gossampine 
trees."  The  locality  where  made  was 
Western  Asia. 

In  1657,  Cole's  "Adam  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden",  was  published  in  London.  In 
it,  Mr.  Cole  says:  "It  (the  Quince  tree) 
beareth  the  name  cotonea,  as  some  think 
from  the  down  which  groweth  upon  the 
fruit  which  is -called  cottony  This  Jact 
was  stated  later,  in  1671,  by  Stephen 
Skinner,  "Etymologicon  Linguae  Angli- 
cana'e."  He  says  the  word  came  from 
the  Italian  cotogni,  meaning  Quince. 
Capt.  Dampier,  in  one  of  his  voyages 
among  the  Philippines,  A.  D.  16S7.  says: 
"The  women  have  a  short  petticoat 
made  of  cotton."  Again,  a  Spanish  ship 
was  captured  going  into  Manila.  On  her 
was  found  a  large  lot  of  "the  cotton 
cloth  to  make  sail."  (Darnpier's  Voy- 
ages, v.  1,  pp.  165.  384.)  Mr.  Skeat's 
"Etymological  Diet."  gives  these  forms 
ais  being  Medieval  English :  Cotoun, 
cotune,  eotin ;  the  Spanish  used  coton. 
and  coten ;  the  Italians,  cotone;  the 
Dutch,    kottoeni  *the    Germans,    Baum- 
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wolle  (.tree  wool);  L.  Ger.,  cotun; 
Latin,  coctona ;  Welsh,  cottwn;  the 
Arabs,    Qutn,    or    Qutun.      In     Barbaric 

Latin,    Bailey    gives    cottum,    defined    as 

cot-wool  or  dag-wool,  from  which  "cot- 
ta>".  a  kind  of  blanket,  was  made  in  the 
middle  ages. 

The  earliest  English  citation  in  print 
comes  from  the  Travels  of  Sir  John 
Maundeville.  He  was  in  effect  a  com- 
piler; and  his  references  to  cotton  trees 
all  came  from  Pliny  the  Elder;  and 
Pliny  took  his  facts  from  Theophrastus ; 
and  Theophrastus,  from  Herodotus.  At 
all  events,  the  statements  are  precisely 
similar  in  all  these  writers. 

Mr.  Richardson  (Diet.  Eng.  Lan. 
iS;r^  r,,v..c  fTijc  citation  from  P';nv 
'"King  Juba  saith  that  this  cotton  grow- 
eth  about  the  branches  of  the  said  trees 
(called  Gossampines),  and  that  the  lin- 
nens  thereof  be  farre  better  than  those 
of  the  Indians."  Richardson  cites  Hol- 
land's Pliny,  B.  12,  C.  n.  This  book  was 
printed  in  London  in  i6or,  at  which  time 
the  form  '"'cotton"  was  in  common  use 
It  was  Holland's,  and  not  Pliny's  writ- 
ing. Here  is  what  Pliny  wrote:  "Juba 
circa    fruticem   lanugines   esse   tradit   lin- 


teague  ea  Indicis  pnestantiora."  (Pliny 
Hist.  Nat.  "Desfontaine's  ed",  5.  p.  38.) 
This,  1  am  told,  means,  "Juba  states  that 
about  a  certain  shrub  there  grows  a 
woolly  down  from  which  a  fabric  is 
made  preferable  even  to  those  of  India." 
(Bostock's  Bonn's  Trans.  3,  118.)  Bo>- 
tock  states  that  Pliny  copies  those  things 
almost  literally  from  Theophras:us.  Dr. 
Bostock  took  his  statement  directly  from 
a  note  by  Desfontaine. 

"Lanigene  ergo  arbores  Theophrasti, 
quern  Plinius  hoc  loco  fine  ad  verbum 
tran;.cripti.  nihil  aliud  sunt  quern  gossy- 
pium  quod  in  Arabia,  etc."  (Desfon- 
taine's   Pliny  Hist.   Nat   5,  33.) 

The  actual  fact  is  that  Maundeville, 
A  r>  T^rh  ropieH  piinv  ^  r  Rn;  he 
copied  Theophrastus  B.  C.  300;  and 
Theophrastus  followed  Herodotus  B.  C. 
481.  Here  is  what  Herodotus  wrote: 
"In  India  there  are  trees  which  grow 
wild  there  the  fruit  whereof  is  a  wool 
exceeding  in  beauty  and  goodness  that 
of  sheep;  the  natives  make  their  clothes 
of  this  tree  wool."  (Rawlinson's  Hero- 
dotus, Book  3,  Cp.  106.)  Herodotus 
also  says:  '"The  corselet  which  Amasis, 
King  of  Egypt   (B.   C.  569),  sent  to  the 
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Lacedaemonians  *  *  was  of  linen  and 
had  a  vast  number  of  figures  of  animals 
in  woven  into  it.-  fabric,  and  was  like- 
wise embroidered  with  gold  and  tree 
wool"  (Herodotus  Bk.  3.  Cp.  47.;  Pliny 
does  not  use  the  word  Cotton  in  any 
form*  nor  the  name  Gossampines  which 
appears  in  the  Juba  extract.  It  was 
used  by  Theophrastus. 

I  will  give  two  or  three  other  extracts 
from  Pliny  about  the  "thing"  which  we 
call  cotton.  '"The  first  people  that  are 
known  oi  here  are  the  Seres,  so  famous 
for  the  wool  that  is  found  in  their  for- 
ests." (Bonn's  Pliny's  Nat.  Hist.,  v.  2, 
36.)  The  "Seres"  people  were  the  in- 
habitants oi  a  country  then  known  as 
^errica  :  i:  came  at  last  to  be  known  as 
Cathay ;  it  is  now  the  western  end  of 
China,  north  of  Thibet,  and  east  from 
Turkestan.  Again  :  "The  fifth  variety  of 
the  Aminian  grape  is  that  known  as  the 
woolly  grape;  so  that  we  need  not  be 
surprised  at  the  wool  bearing  trees  of 
the  Seres,  or  Indians  (v.  3.  223),  Again: 
"In  upper  Egypt  (Xumidia  now  Alge- 
ria), a  shrub  is  produced  known  as  Gos- 


sypium;  it  bears  a  fruit  similar  in  ap- 
pearance to  a  nut  with  a  beard,  and  con- 
taining in  the  inside  a  silky  substance, 
the  down  of  which  is  spun  into 
threads"    (v.  S,   134). 

The  Bohn  translators  inform  us  that 
"Philostratus  states  that  the  byssus  (a 
vestment)  of  fine  tissues  worn  by  the 
Egyptian  priests,  were  made  of  cotton. 
(Bonn's  Pliny,  3,  118.)  Philostr  - 
was  cotemporary  with  King  Juba  about 
B.  C.  62.  I  cannot  cite  the  language  of 
Philostratus  other  than  as  given  by  these 
recent  English  editors.  There  is  no 
probability  that  the  word  "cotton"  ex- 
isted at  the  beginning  of  the  Christian 
era.  For  more  than  a  thon^^d  yP?.rs 
not  a  word  is  now  known  to  exist  in 
history,  concerning  the  word  cotton,  or 
the  uses  to  which  it  was  applied.  The 
manufacture  began  in  England  about 
[770,  and  in  Rhode  Island  it  soon  fol- 
lowed by  the  arrival  of  Samuel  Slater 
at  Pawtucket. 

The  earliest  use  of  cotton  mentioned 
in  history,  so  far  as  we  now  know,  is 
that  bv  Herodotus  concerning  the  ~or- 
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sclet,  given  By  Amasis,  B.  C.  569.  A 
corselet    was    then   a    piece   oi   defensive 

armor  covering  the  body. 

Literature  furnishes  nothing  concern- 
ing cotton,  or  its  uses  in  manufactures, 
from  the  time  of  Philostratus,  E.  C.  62. 

to  the  time  of  Maundeviile,  A  D.  1356, 
a  period  of  upwards  of  14CO  years.  Ages 
of  Darkness  followed  the  birth  of  the 
Christian  era.  It  gives  us  astounding 
thoughts  when  we  consider  that  from 
the  time  of  Herodotus,  B.  C.  4S1,  to  the 
birth  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
A.  D.  1776,  a  period  of  2254  years,  not 
a  yard  of  purely  cotton  cloth  had  been 
spun,  and  compare  this  with  what  has 
happened  concerning  it  in  the  hundred 
and  twenty  years   C12S)   since  this  birth. 


The  editor  of  the  Journal  in  a  leader 
concerning  the  informal  action  of  the 
Colorado  (Republican)  Legislature,  uses 
this  language :  ""But  no  party  can  afford 
to  disregard  the  apparent  will  of  the 
people,  and  seat  its  candidate  by  force". 
Look  one  moment  at  the  recent  attempts 
at  counting  D.  L.  D.  Granger  out,  or  the 
actual  counting  out  of  Gov.  Garvin    (as 


I  believe)  by  the  Republican  Returning 
Board.  Every  Republican  voter  is  far- 
ticcps  criminis  in  such  work.  How  far 
were  those  men  who  own  the  Journal 
responsible  for  the  construction  of  Mr. 
Holden's  Returning  Board?  What  is  the 
difference  between  seating  a  candidate 
by  force  and  seating  a  candidate  by 
fraud? 


The  silence  of  the  '"GMd  Standard" 
newspapers  concerning  Mexican  bi-met- 
alism  is  a  specimen  of  the  value  of  those 
organs  in  the  dissemmination  of  news, 
which  is  true.  The  sole  purpose  of  these 
newspapers  seems  to  be  the  continual 
deceit  of  the  people,  citner  by  down- 
right lieing  or  by  the  suppression  of  the 
truth,  which  is  also  downright  lieing. 


The  kind  of  a  Gold  Standard  Currency 
which  Mexico  is  about  to  establish  is 
this :  "The  present  silver  peso  is  re- 
tained with  24.4391  grains  of  pure  sil- 
ver and  2.6342  grains  of  copper,  and  with 
unlimited  legal  tender  power".  ""The 
said  silver  peso  is  attributed  a  value- 
equivalent  to  75  centigrams  of  pure  gold''. 


INDUSTRIAL  TRUST  COMPANY, 

43  WESTMINSTER  ST.,    PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 


Capital,   $1,500,000. 


Surplus   and    Profits    (over)    $1,500,000. 


Transacts  a  General  Banking  and  Trust  Business. 
Legal  Depository  for  Executors.  Administrators. 

DIRECTORS. 


Samuel  P.  Colt, 
Olney  T.  In  man, 
George  P.  Wetmore, 
William  R.  Dupee, 
Warren  O.  Arnold. 
Richard  A.  Robertson, 
Joshua  M.  Addeman, 
W.  T.  C.  War  dwell, 
J  .-lines  M.  Scott, 
William  H.  Perry, 
SAMUEL  P.  COPT.  President. 
CYRUS  P.  BROWN,    Treasure) 


Arthur  L.  Kelley, 
H.  Martin  Brown, 
Frederick  Tompkins, 
Levi  P.  Morton, 
James  Stillman, 
George  F.  Baker, 
Richard  A.  McCurdy, 
G.  G.  Haven, 
Thomas  V.  Ryan, 
Henry  A.  C.  Taylor, 

'  J-   M 

WALDO 


Interest  paid  on  Deposits, 
Guardians,  Trustees,  Etc. 


WARD  E.  SMITH,  Secretary 


HENRY  B 


George  M.  Thornton, 
George  H.  Norman, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 
Elbridge  T.  Gerrv, 
Jacob  H.  Schiff. 
Richard  S.  IJowland, 
Charles  C.  Harrington, 
Joseph  Davol, 
Louis  H    Comstock, 
Herbert  X.  Fenner. 

A D D E M A X.    Vice-President. 
M.  PLACE,  Asst.   Treasurer. 

CONX-DON,  Asst.  Sec'v. 
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"The    geld    coins    of    other    nations    arc 

given  legal  circulation  for  a  limited  time, 
fixing  their  value  in  Mexican  money 
whenever  the  ounce  of  standard  silver  is 
quoted  at  London  at  more  than  2S-2 
pence".  This  is  absolute  bi-mctalism, 
and  gives  the  lie  direct  to  a  recent  edi- 
torial in  the  Boston  Herald  upon  the 
subject.  There  is  no  such  thing  now 
existing  in  the  United  States  as  the  Gold 
Standard,  nor  will  it  exist  in  our  time. 
The  act  of  Congress  in  1S73  was  a 
usurpation  of  power  which  still  deserves 
severe  punishment.  Congress  has  no 
power  to  destroy  silver  as  money.  Gov. 
Boutwell  claims  the  credit  of  having 
demonetized  silver,  and  now  glorifies 
himself  as  having  established  the  Cold 
Standard ! !  Xow  this,  he  says,  will  be 
the  result  of  his  work:  "The  increase 
of  the  volume  of  currency  in  gold  ad- 
vances the  price  of  the  products  of  in- 
dustry. The  indications  are  that  the 
advance  in  the  price  of  the  products  of 
industry  will  be  more  rapid  than  the 
advance  in  the  wages  of  the  laborers. 
Thus  the  industrial  and  social  problem 
which  now  menaces  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country  may  become  more 
difficult  of  solution."     Such  a  result  must 


be  a   s^ui 
any  man. 


,i   curious   glorification    for 


The  people,  by  which  word  I  mean 
those  who  own  their  dwelling  houses,  are 
robbed  outrageously  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  the  price  charged  for  Pawtuxet 
water.  The  price  charged  families  now 
is  just  what  it  was  when  the  use  of  this 
water  began  more  than  a  quarter  oi  a 
century  ago.  You  are  charged  $10.00 
in  advance  for  50,000  gallons  of  water. 
These  gallons  are  fixed  as  wine  measure 
instead  of  beer  measure.  The  reason 
was  to  make  you  think  that  a  gallon  is  a 
gallon.  But  it  is  not.  You  receive  by 
the  use  of  mine  measure  20  per  cent  less 

W3tpr  rhan  vm_i  would  rerpivp  hv  thp  n^p 
of  a  beer  gallon.  My  own  bill  just  paid 
was  for  the  caning  year,  but  it  shows 
how  much  water  we  used  in  1904.  The 
water  department  reckons  y\  gallons  to 
one  cubic  foot.  We  used  3.243  cubic 
feet,  which  was  exactly  24,323  wine  gal- 
lons. We  paid  for  twice  the  amount  we 
used.  It  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
downright  robbery.  On  one  occasion  one 
cent  was  added  to  our  bill  for  extra 
water,  but  I  have  failed  to  ever  find  any 
allowance  for  the  extra  water  never  used 
for  which  we  paid. 


Soldiers  Pocket  Bible  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Printed  at  London  by  G.  B.  and  R.  W. 
for  G.  C.  1643.  Reprinted  at  Xew  York, 
1861,  for  the  volunteers  who  rushed  to 
the  defence  of  Washington.     Price  75c. 


Mr.  Gibbon  (Hist.  Rom.  Emp.  cp.  17, 
note  18)  refers  to  a  paragraph  which  he 
has  used  in  his  History,  taken  from 
Wood's  Observations.  The  real  name 
of  Wood's  Observations  is  "An  Essay 
on  the  original  genius  of  Homer,  with  a 
comparative  view  of  the  ancient  and 
present  state  of  the  Troade,  illustrated 
with  a  map  of  Troy".  I  offer  a  copy 
for  sale  printed  at  Dublin,  1776.  Price 
$2.00.  It  is  an  exhaustive  and  profound 
study  of   the  Illiad  and  the   Odyssey    in 


relation  to  the  country,  its  ethnology, 
mythology  and  geography;  it  is  a  book 
which  will  delight  a  scholar.  Mr.  Gib- 
bon criticises  Mr.  Wood  for  confound- 
ing '"  I  Ilium  with  Alexandria  Troas"  (v. 
2.  p.  92).  But  by  a  careful  study  it  will 
be   seen   that    Mr.    Gibbon   is   himself   in 

error.        

The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Evening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"  etc.,  X.  Y.,  1804.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 
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From  the  point  of  view  of  uniqueness 

the  star  article  in   The  Century  for  Jan- 
uary is   Helen  Keller's  "Chat  About  the 
Hand",  illustrated  with  numerous  photo- 
graphs  01"  Miss  Keller  alone  or  in  com- 
pany    with    various    friends — Mr.    Jeffer- 
son, Dr.  Hale,  Prof.  Bell  and  her  devoted 
teacher,    Miss    Sullivan.      Miss    Keller's  \ 
article  is  an  anomaly  in  literature,  being 
an   account    L\>-   one    who    is    deaf,    dumb  \ 
and  blind,  of  the  way  in  which  she  uses 
the  hand  as  a  medium  of  communication.  | 
Her  impressions   of  people,   her   literary 
skill  and  her  cheerful  philosophy  of  life  I 
cue  nn^t  atnazmg.     -uu.l  inc  rtan>   sttui-  i 
tiling  in  this  January  Century  is  Timothy  ; 
Cole's  wood  engraving  of  Murilio's  Holy  j 
Family.    It  will  stand  for  ages  as  a  grand  j 
specimen  of  the  art  work  in  the  United  \ 
States   at  the   opening  of   the  20th   cen-  j 
tury. 


Druggery  and  Humbuggery,  my  illus- 
trious contemporary,  the  Journal,  prints 
this:  "The  Illinois  Board  of  Pharmacy 
is  making  investigations  into  the  matter 
of  adulterations  of  drugs.  It  sent  oui 
among  the  apothecaries  of  Chicago  139 
prescriptions  to  be  made  up;  careful 
analysis  of  these  showed  that  23  con- 
tained no  trace  whatever  of  the  drug 
called  for;  66  were  found  to  be  impure 
to  the  extent  of  80  per  cent;  10  to  the 
extent  of  20  per  cent;  and  only  31  were 
pure".  The  worthy  editor  then  con- 
tinues: "Such  a  condition  of  things  is 
startling,  although  directly  in  line  with 
revelations  in  other  localities" — "the 
public  should  be  far"  more  critical  re- 
garding the  character  of  what  it  buys, 
and  more  ready  to  assist  in  exposing 
fraud".  The  writer  of  Book  Notes  with 
becoming  humility  commends  to  this 
"Standard  Oil"  editor  a  few  doses  of 
his  own  medicine.  Now,  then,  go  and 
Damn  Mothereddyism. 


An  Exact  Table  to  Bring  OLD 
TENOR  into  Lawful  Money,  also  a 
Table  to  know  the  value  of  Pistoies, 
Guineas,  Johannes,  Moydores,  etc.,  at  the 
rate  of  Dollars  at  six  shillings  a  Piece, 
at  which  invariable  value  they  are  fixed 
by  a  iate  act  of  Government.  Boston  ] 
(.Rogers  and  Fowle),  next  to  the  Prison 
in  Queen  Street,  1750.  Size  l|x4  inches. 
Price  $5.00.  i 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.    An  Awakening  \ 
Call   from   the  ETERNAL  GOD   to  the 
Unconverted;    or    Seasonable    Advice    to 
them   thai  are   under  conviction   to  pre- 
vent    their    Miscarrying    in    Conversion    ! 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,  1733.    $3.75. 

An  extract  ''Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov-  1 
ering  for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own  j 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's  | 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  2s) 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  "put 
ting"  of  certain  questions  to  yourselves,  j 
Among  them  this:  ''Does  not  Hell  gape  j 
for  me?" 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
tions  General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itial, S.  A.  F. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Wiiiard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  N.  E.  (B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 

Nathanael  Ames  Almanac.  Boston, 
1745,  also    1763.     Each  $1.50. 
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President  Roosevelt,  like  the  late  Sen- 
ator Hoar,  talks  all  right .  but  somehow 
he  does  not  act  as  he  talks.  On  the 
morning  after  the  election  1  felt  that 
political  honesty  had  never  before  re- 
ceived such  a  '"licking",  but  now  things 
do  not  appear  quite  in  that  form.  The 
singular  fact  that  the  President-elect 
uses  in  his  message  to  Congress  the  lead- 
ing idea's  first  advanced  by  William  J. 
Bryan  suggests  curious  consideration. 
Here  are  a  few  specimens:  'The  na- 
tional government  alone  can  deal  ade- 
quately with  these  great  corporations". 
Again,  "Great  corporations  are  neces- 
sary, but  they  must  be  managed  with 
regard  to  the  public  as  a  whole".  Again, 
'"The  highways  of  commerce  (railroads) 
must  be  kept  open  to  all  on  equal  terms  : 
to  do  this  it  is  necessary  to  put  a  com- 
plete stop  to  all  rebates ;  the  rebate  must 
be  stopped ;  the  abuses  of  the  private 
car  and  the  private  terminal  track,  and 
the  side-track  system  must  be  stopped, 
by  giving  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission power  to  annul  instantly  any 
rebate  rate. 

"Transactions    in    insurance   should   be 

Book   Xotes   asks   the   Chief  of  police 
(Mathews)    for  a  list  of  such  laws  and 
ordinances  as  (under  Mr.  W.  H.  Luther)   i 
he  is  willing  to  enforce. 


brought  under  the  control  of  the  Bureau 
of  Commerce." 

"Every  silver  dollar  should  be  made  by 
law  redeemable  in  gold,  at  the  option  of 
the  holder". 

"A  great  free  people  owes  it  to  itself 
and  to  all  mankind  not  to  sink  into  help- 
lessness before  the  powers  of  evil". 

Here  is  another  illustration  from  the 
Xew  York  Times : 

"Mr.  W.  J.  Bryan,  in  the  platform  he 
wrote  for  the  Kansas  City  Convention  in 
1900,  compounded  and  prescribed  rem- 
edies practically  identical  with  the  sug- 
gestions now  made  by  Commissioner 
Garfield  with  the  undoubted  approval  of 
President  Roosevelt". 

When  Mr.  Bryan  advanced  everv  one 
of  these  ideas,  he  was  denounced  by  all 
the  "great"  newspapers  as  being  little 
better  than  an  Anarchist,  or  a  Socialist, 
or  a  Communist.  Now  Mr.  Roosevelt 
is  following,  in  talk  only,  the  lead  of 
Mr.  Bryan,  and  these  same  newspapers, 
every  one  of  them  in  the  hands  of  some 
Socialistic  Trust,  commend  him  to  the 
skies.  But,  gentlemen,  he  is  going  the 
other  wav. 


New      England      Primer,     Wrentham, 
printed  by  David  Heaton,  1802.     $3.00. 


WANTED! 

OLD    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

Correspondence   Solicited. 


BURNETT    RIDER, 
10  Hammand  St.,  Providence,   R.   I, 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R.     I. 

Piescriptio.ns  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
i8r2".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1S14. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten  ;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  i^ 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 


5  UJlION     TRUST     COMPANY. 

THE    BANK    OF   THE    PEOPLE. 
STRONG,     LIBERAL,    COURTEOUS,    PROGRESSIVE. 


THE  WAY  TO  WEALTH,  if  you  desire  it,  is  as  plain  as 
the  way  to  market,  said  Franklin.  And  he  points  the 
way  with  much  homely  advice.  Be  honest,  work  hard, 
save  some. 


This  Company  pays   FOUR   PER   CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


UfllON     TRUST      GOJViPA^Y, 

Dorrance  and    Westminster  Streets. 


Medical    humbugsrery     in     the     United  ! 

States   Array   has   recently   had    this   ex- 
position:    Major  Louis  L.  Seaman  went  j 
to  Japan  and  to  Manchuria  to  investigate  i 
the  medical  methods  in  war,  of  the  Jap-  j 
anese.       This     officer     had     previously  ! 
studied  carefully  the  methods  of  the  U.  { 
S.  Army  in  Porto  Rico,  the  Philippines, 
and  in  China.     Book  Notes  is  too  small 
to  attempt  an  explanation  of  the  methods 
pursued    save    in    the   briefest    way.     He 
says :  I 

"The  Japanese  soldier  has  been  taught 
how    to   treat    his    intestines— and   cense-  . 
quently    his    intestines    are    now    treating 
him  with  equal  consideration.     His  plain,  j 
rational  diet  is  digested — and  assimilated.  , 
It    is  not   an   irritating,   indigestible,   fer-  j 
nunting  mess — acting  as  a  local  irritant,  | 
arid    producing   gastritis,    duodenitis,    en- 
teritis, colitis,  hepititis  and  the  long  list 
of  inflammatory  intestinal  processes  with 
which  we  were  all  so  familiar  in  the  hos- 
pital wards  at  Camp  Alger,  Chattanooga, 
Tampa,     Cuba,     Porto     Rico,     Montauk 
Point,  etc.,  in  1898.    . 

Now    note    the    result    attained    in    the 
death  rate. 


"If  the  testimony  of  those  conversant 
with  the  facts  can  be  accepted,  supple- 
mented by  my  own  limited  observations, 
thv:  loss  from  preventable  disease  in  the 
first  six  months  of  this  terrible  conflict 
>vill  be  but  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent.  This, 
too,  in  a  country  notoriously  unsanitary. 
Compare  this  with  the  fearful  losses  of 
the  British  from  preventable  disease  in 
South  Africa,  or,  worse,  with  our  own 
losses  in  the  "Spanish-American  War — 
where,  in  a  campaign  the  actual  hostili- 
ties of  which  lasted  six  weeks,  the  mor- 
tality from  bullets  and  wounds  was  268, 
while  that  from  disease  reached  the  ap- 
palling number  of  3,862,  or  about  14  to  1 
— ear  70  per  cent — 1  per  cent  against  70 
per  cent."" 

This  is  the  statement  of  a  surgeon  in 
the  U.  S.  Army  delivered  before  the 
Association  of  Military  and  Naval  Sur- 
geons in  the  United  Stales.  And  it  is 
all  a  question  of  sanitation  and  of  food. 
Have  you  forgotten  the  canned  beef 
murders  at  Santiago?  And  it  was  one 
of  these  army  surgeons  then  in  service 
in  Cuba  who  invented  mosquito  vaccina- 
tion of  yellow  fever  and  malaria. 


BOOK   NOTES 


HISTORICAL,    LITERARY    AND    CRITICAL. 

CONDUCT  HI)    BY 

SIDNEY    S.    RIDER, 

73   A  Lin'  STREET,  ......  PROVIDEXCK.    R.    I. 

Entered  as  Second  class  Matter,  at  the  Providence,   R.   I.   Post  Office. 


.E>0  Cents  per  annum.     Fortnightly 
Suigle  Copy  5  Cents. 


Saturday,  Feb.  11,  1905. 


Vol 
No. 


In  the  recent  exposure  of  the  extraor- 
dinary literary  fraud,  connected  with  the 
novel     "Alonzo     and     Melissa."     by    the 

....^»    v...    ^>^-kji^  ^wico,  an  cuui    was  niduc 

by     downright     stupidity.      It    was    con- 
cerning    the      copyright      of      Mitchell's 
Fraud.      This    communication    will    suffi- 
ciently explain  my  stupidity: 
New  York  Times  Book  Review: 

Without  entering  directly  into  the 
question  of  the  authorship  of  "Alonzo 
and  Melissa/'  may  I  point  out  that  Mr. 
Sidney  S.  Rider's  argument,  printed  in 
your  issue  for  Jan.  21,  is  wholly  based 
upon  a  miscomputation  that  makes  his 
'"vital  fact''  no  fact  at  all? 

.Mr.  Rider  forgets  that  since  the  year 
from  July  4.  1776.  to  July  4,  1777,.  was 
the  first  in  the  count  of  the  years  of  our 
independence,  thirty-four  more  years 
should  be  added  to  this  one  to  designate 
its  thirty-fifth  year,  and  not  thirty-five 
more  as  he  has  done.  "The  thirty-fifth 
year  of  the  Independence"  was  therefore 
the  year  from  July  4.  1810,  to  July  4, 
I'Sn.  and  its  2d  of  December,  on  which 
day  Isaac  Mitchell's  book  was  copy- 
righted, was  Dec.  2.  rSio. 

This,  brings  the  notices  of  Jan.  8, 
1S11;  of  Oct.  9.  1811,  and  Oct.  16,  1811, 
together  with  the  publication  of  the  book 
at  some  time  between  the  first  of  these 
dates,  when  it  was  "soon  to  appear,"  and 
the  October  notices  into  £. natural  se- 
quence instead  of  making  a  "downright 
absurdity."  •.  v  ■.    .  .     , 


A  little  counting  will  show  that  all 
the  decennial  years  of  American  inde- 
pendence begin  on  July  4  of  a  year  whose 
last  figure  is  5 ;  and  that  the  inter  1  -  iat  . 
quinary  years  —  the  fifth,  fifteenth, 
twenty-fifth,  etc. — begin  on  the  same 
date  of  a  year  whose  figures  end  with 
a  0. 

The  one  hundred  and  thirtieth  year  of 
independence  begins  July  4,  19-05.  and 
the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  year 
will  begin  July  4.  1910.  M.  C.  L. 

Plainfield,  >>.  J..  Jan.  23.  1905. 

From  the  moment  that  I  saw  the  date 
Dec.  2.  1810,  in  the  Nation,  my  suspicions 
were  aroused  concerning  it,  and  this  1  :- 
counts  for  my  blunder,  supposing  the 
copyright  to  be  genuine  I  endeavored  to 
fix  the  date  in  reason,  but  I  blundered. 
Don't  for  a  moment  think  that  I  failed 
in  my  general  conclusion  that  Mitchell's 
Alonzo  and  Melissa  was  a  unique  liter- 


ary fraud.     It  was   nothing  else.     I 
presently  come  again  to  the  matter. 


:: 


The   Journal   had   an    editorial    on    the 
30th  January  on  ''Dangerous  Gas  Pipes." 
It  is  the  accustomed  trick  oi  that   ;    per 
:."  v   is   a   Gas   Pipe   Dangerous:      Such 
a   phrase    is    ridiculous.      It    is    -   hat 
Providence.   Gas     Company     is     sen     ng 
tl  -    \  gh  these  Gas   Pipes  that  is  dai  °    r- 
In  truth  the  Gas  sent  by  this   ;   :    - 
■  y.    into    all    cur    homes,    is    the    m    st 
';.    of   poisons.      It    is    u-ed    by    th 
-.;.  any  in  order  to  get  larg       [v  i  ler  .- 


iS 


on  the  stock.  The  lives  of  the  inhabit- 
ants are  noi  considered  by  the  Gas  Com- 
pany. It  is  only  our  money  that  it  de- 
sires. We  punish  druggists  who  mix 
poisons  with  our  prescriptions,  and  we 
punish  nun  who  poison  the  water  we 
drink;  is  there  no  punishment  that  can 
he  applied  to  men  who  will  poison  the 
air  which  we  breathe?  The  Journal 
supports  the  act,  by  laying  the  danger 
on  the  "Dangerous  Gas  Pipes",  and 
asks  an  Inspector  for  public  buildings. 
Mow  can  an  Enspector  prevent  an  acci- 
dent in  your  house,  and  the  death  of  ev- 
ery member  of  your  family? 


The   Pawtuxet   River  water  of  to-day, 

pGSlilVCi}     iiOl    lit    iu    lh.    uiainv,    ijut.    LilC 


entire    population    of    this    great    city    if 
forced  to  drink  it. 


At  the  foot  of  Broadway,  as  the  street 
descends  into  Olneyville.  is  a  bridge 
across  or  over  the  Railroad  Tracks, 
which  lead  to  New*  York.  It  is  a  wooden 
bridge,  with  spaces  between  the  planks 
an  inch  in  width.  In  many  cases  when 
a  locomotive  runs  under  this  bridge  a 
cloud  of  steam  dies  through;  but  far 
Worse  a  cloud  of  cinders,  many  of  them 


"living""  coals  of  fire,  fly  through  also. 
I  have  myself  seen  in  the  evening  these 
pyrotechnic  displays  fly  ten  feet  through. 
these  cracks,  hitting  every  person  walk- 
ing there  and  endangering  the  clothing 
of  every  woman. 


The  Historical  Society  News  Sheet, 
January  6,  1905.  gives  us  this  clipping: 

"Rhode  Island  as  a  Corporate  Colony" 
is  the  heading  to  chapter  viii  in  the  first 
volume  of  The  American  Colonies  in 
the  Seventeenth  Century,  by  Herbert  L. 
Osgood  of  Columbia  College.  In  his  es- 
timate of  Roger  Williams,  Professor  Os- 
good says  that  he  "had  not  the  ambition 
or   the   organizing   power   which   lead    to 

lIic     csLduiiMiiociii.     Ol      institutions     011     a 

firm  basis.  He  was  in  no  sense,  like 
Winthrop,  a  judge  or  an  administrator. 
He  cared  nothing  for  the  details  of  ex- 
ecutive work.  He  had  not  the  patience 
or  caution  of  the  diplomatist.  He  was  a 
persistent,  somewhat  irritable,  but  on  the 
whole  a  somewhat  genial  and  highly  en- 
lowed  individualist."  Mr.  Sidney  S. 
Rider  has  discussed  Professor  Osgood's 
chapter  at  length  in  the  last  three  issues 
of  Book  Notes. 

I    present    a    few    more     estimates     of 
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Roger  Williams  from  Mr.  Osgood's 
chapter : 

"He  won  for  himself  the  reputation  of 
aii  overscrupulous  busy  body  and  agita- 
tor"  (i,  235). 

"His  indictments  against  the  Massa- 
chusetts Polity  were  flimsy  and  imprac- 
ticable"  (1,  235). 

"Poorest     of    political    managers'*     (1, 

235). 

"He  had  not  the  patience  or  caution 
of  a  Diplomatist"    (1,  333). 

"He  was  personally  careless  about  de- 
tails"  (i,  335). 

"He  was  dominated  more  by  feeling 
than  by  reason*'   (1,  230). 

"He  had  come  into  their  midst  simply 
to  make  trouble"   (1.  228). 

"The  gentle  offices  of  admonition,  left 
him  more  stubborn  and  persistent  than 
ever"   (1,  22S). 

"Had  it  not  been  for  what  he  suffered 
and  accomplished"   (1,  235). 

"He  was  unacquainted  with  any  but 
the  Puritan   type  of  culture"    (1,  22s). 

"He  knew  little  law"  (1,  225).  "He 
had  little  acquaintance  with  English 
laws"   (i3  335). 


"He  was  in  no  sense  like  Winthrop, 
a  Judge." 

One  of  the  four  charges  on  which 
Winthrop  as  a  Judge  banished  Williams 
was,  "That  an  oath  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  an  unregenerate  man".  It 
was  the  law  of  England.  Does  it  in- 
dicate the  character  of  Winthrop  as  a 
Judge,  and  of  his  learning  in  the  law? 

"Steps  were  earl}'  taken  by  Williams 
to  extinguish  the  claims  of  the  Indian?, 
to  the  land  of  the  plantation*'    (1,  335). 

There  was  no  plentations,  until  Wil- 
liams had.  obtained  the  lands,  necessary 
to  be  used  in  the  planting  by  purchase 
from  the  Sachems. 

Does  this  "News  Sheet"  present  the 
action  of  the  Historical  Societv;  and 
does  it  present  in  its  notice  a  fair  state- 
ment of  Osgood's  estimate  of  Williams?1 
Fiction  is  not  History,  and  this  "News 
Sheet"  is  Fiction.  Individuals  have 
long  used  these  publications  to  venti- 
late private  opinions  as  being  supported 
by  the  Historical  Society.  No  such 
work  is  tolerable.  The  late  Amos  Perry 
was  notorious  in  such  work.  It  is  time 
it  came  to  an  end.     If  the  Rhode  Island 
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Historical  Society,  as  a  body,  docs  not 
wish  to  defend  Roger  Williams  in  hon- 
est justice,  let  it  put  itself  upon  record 
to  that  effect. 


The  February  Century  has  a  fine  pa- 
per on  '"The  Boston  Symphony  Orches- 
tra'* and  its  founder,  Henry  L.  Higgin- 
son,  the  first  authoritative  magazine  arti- 
cle on  this  organization,  by  Richard  Al-  i 
drich,  musical  critic  of  the  New  York 
Times,  with  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Higgin-  J 
son  by  Sargent.  I  note  this  concerning 
the  salaries  paid  : 

The    terms    under    which    the    Boston 
Symphony  players  are  engaged  are  very 
various.     The   rank  and  file  are   for  the  . 
liiOsi    ji.iii    iiiiuci    aim  tied    conU'aClS    ioi    <i   ; 
season   of  twenty-nine  weeks    (of  which  i 
twenty-four   are    devoted    to   the    Boston  j 
concerts  and  five  to  traveling),  at  a  sal- 
ary  of  from  $30  to  $35  a  weep  upward.  j 
The    chief    players — the    first    violin,    or 
concert-master,    and    some    of   the    other  j 
best   violinists,  the  first   'cellist,  the  first  ! 
performers    on    the    other    instruments —  ! 
receive  more,  up  to  an  annual  salary  of  1 
$5,000,     with     engagements     of     several  j 
years.     Some  receive  weekly  salaries  of  ' 


various  amounts  guaranteed  for  various 
periods  of  time  beyond  the  regular  sea- 
son, sometimes  as  long  as  forty-five 
weeks  in  the  year.  The  conductors  have 
received  salaries  of  about  *$8,ooo  or  $10,- 
coo. 


The   paid    newspapers    of   the   day   are 
deliberately  printing  such' things  as  this: 

The  insurance  corporations  are  urging 
"Uniform  Laws  on  Insurance  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  lower  rates  and  in- 
creasing the  strength  and  stability  of  the 
security".  Do  the  insurance  frauds  need 
laws  for  such  purposes?  The  greatest 
legal  swindle  ever  perpetrated  is  the 
Rhode  Island  insurance  law.  Every  man 
who  takes  um  a  policy  01  insurance  un- 
der this  Rhode  Island  law  is  swindled; 
and  the  insurance  men  worked  steadily 
in  the  General  Assembly  until  the  law 
was  enacted.  Book  Notes  exposed  it  at 
the  time  and  got  this  reward :  Every 
man  who  worked  on  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  was  a  subscriber  to  Book  Notes 
discontinued  his  subscription,  but  he  did 
not  discontinue  the.  frauds  which  this 
law  made  practicable.  Now  comes  Presi- 
dent   Roosevelt   with    a    recommendation 
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that  all  the  work  of  insurance  companies 
shall  be  placed  under  Commissioner  Gar- 
field, including  this  infamous  Rhode 
Island    law    and    all    the    insurance    nun 

who  concocted   it. 


Book  Notes  has  frequently  called  at- 
tention to  the  uses  to  which  Public  Li- 
braries are  put  in  circulating  Novels. 
It  comes  once  more  to  a  late  specimen 
in  a  Rhode  Island  town.  This  LI- 
BRARY REPORTS: 

"The  number  of  books  taken  from  the 
N'arragansett  Pier  Free  library  during 
January  was  two  hundred  and  fifty-three 
divided  as  follows:  Science  I,  history  2, 
fiction  240,  juvenile  10." 

Such  a  fact  is  worse,  in  :ts  influence 
on  public  morals,  than  the  most  respect- 
able "rum  hole"  in  that  town.  '"Fiction" 
and  "Juvenile"  are  all  one,  250  novels, 
ac.ainst  3  real  books. 


Mr.  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  Librarian  of 
the  Historical  Society,  has  prepared  for 
the  American  Historical  Association,  a 
"Report  on  the  Archives  of  Rhode  Is- 
land"'. It  cover.-,  not  alone  the  State, 
but  every  town  within  the  State  as  well. 
It  gives  Book  Notes  downright  pleasure 

Soldier's  Pocket  Bible  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Printed  at  London  by  G.  B.  and  R.  W. 
for  G.  C  1643.  Reprinted  at  New  York, 
i<S6i,  for  the  volunteers  who  rushed  to 
the  defence  of  Yv'ashington.     Price  75c. 


Mr.  Gibbon  (Hist.  Rom.  Emp.  cp.  17, 
note  18)  refers  to  a  paragraph  which  he 
has  used  in  his  History,  taken  from 
Wood's  Observations.  The  real  name 
of  Wood's  Observations  is  "An  Essay 
on  the  original  genius  of  Homer,  with  a 
comparative  view  of  the  ancient  and 
present  state  of  the  Troade,  illustrated 
with  a  map  of  Troy".  I  offer  a  copy 
for  sale  printed  at  Dublin,  1776.  Price 
$2.00.  It  is  an  exhaustive  and  profound 
study  of  the  Illiad   and  the   Odyssey    in 


;    10  find  nothing  in  it  to  criticise. 

The  monument  set  up  to  commemorate 
Esek  Hopkins,  is  a  standing  disgrace  to 
Rhode  Island.  Never  was  there  so  great 
a  humbug,  a»  a  naval  commander.  He 
accomplished  absolutely  nothing.  Look 
j    at  his  record  : 

j    Commander-in-Chief Dec.  22,  1775 

■    Given  orders  to  sail Jan.  5,  1776 

!    Actually  sailed Feb.  17,  1776 

j    Failure  at  Nassau March  3,  1776 

I    Failure  with  Glasgow April  6,  1776 

'    Summoned  to  answer  by  com- 

i        mand  of  Congress May  14.  1776 

Delayed     answering    the    sum- 
mons    Aug.   12,  1776 

i    Censured  by  Congress Aug-.  16.  1776 

Sent  back  to  Rhode  Island,  Aug.  19,  1776 
Name    omitted    in    assignment 

of  rank   Oct.,   1776 

I    Marine  Committee  laid  charges 

March  25,   1777 

1    Suspended  by  Congress...  March  26,  1777 

I    Copies  of  charges May  14,  1777 

j    Failure  with  Diamond Jan.  2.   1777 

!    Dismissal  by  Congress Jan.  2,  1777 

Such  is  the  doleful  diary  of  a  man 
whose  only  quality  was  that  of  a  pica- 
yune politician  of  the  corruptest  days  of 
the  Charter  General  Assembly. 

relation  to  the  country,  its  ethnology, 
mythology  and  geography;  it  is  a  book 
which  will  delight  a  scholar.  Mr.  Gib- 
bon criticises  Mr.  Wood  for  confound- 
ing "Iliium  with  Alexandria  Troas"  (v. 
2,  p.  92).  But  by  a  careful  study  it  will 
be    seen    that    Mr.    Gibbon    is    himself   in 

error.       ; 

The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1S04.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Evening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with. 
Comments,"  etc.,  N.  Y.,  1804.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 
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It  is  an  extraordinary  fact  that  a 
Rhode  Island  lawyer  should  write  an 
essay,  holding;  that  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island   had   no   legal    right    to   impose  r. 

tax  upon  a  corporation.  Nevertheless,  it 
is  a  fact,  and  Joseph  K.  Angell,  the  firs; 
reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decisions. 
was  the  lawyer  who  held  such  views 
Once  enforce  such  an  opinion  and  the 
government  of  the  United  States  would 
be  destroyed. 


mirable  qualities.  Such  a  woman  de- 
serves something  other  than  vitupera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  this  medically  ignor- 
ant Editor,  because  she  believed  in  the 
virtue  of  Christian  Science,  as  against 
Medical  Science,  which  is  no  more  a 
"science"  than  is  astrology.  Look  back 
thirty  years  and  study  what  medical 
science  then  was. 


Have  I  not  a  right  in  case  I  am   sick, 

or    my    children    are    sick,    to    employ    a 
Christian    Scientist   to  help   me,   without  I 
being  subjected  to  the  abominable  libel- 
lous  ""screeds"   of   the   Providence   Jour- 

;>      -n.  _    Ct   ...u:.1~    .  U.,.. panted 

concerning  the  death  of  Mary  F.  Otis, 
one  of  the  most  respected  teachers  in  the 
Public  Schools  here.,  was  a  newspaper 
outrage.  The  memory  of  this  teacher 
was  to  all  who  knew  her  precious  for  | 
it  kept  alive  the  recollections  of  her  ad-  j 


It  must  be  a  pleasing  spectacle  for 
men  in  these  United  States  to  see  four 
member?  of  Congress  indicted  for  crimes 
done  '"'officially*'.  Three  were  Senators 
and  one  a  member  of  the  House,  and  all 
ardent  Republicans.  A  member  of  the 
Massachusetts    General    Court    has    just 

disregard  of  the  law.  There  is 
really  nothing  but  stealing  in  Con- 
gress :  nothing  but  stealing  in  every 
State  Legislature,  and  nothing  but  steal- 
ing in  every  town  and  city  government 
in  these  United  States.     And  it  is  all  the 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  tc 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion 
Boston,   S.  Kneeland,   1733-     $3-75- 

An  extract  ";Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  2j). 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  •"put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them  this:  "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Andersen.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace"  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Willard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  X.  E.  (B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney .-; 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New    Haven,    1809.     Price    $10.00.      The 


This  book  will  show  from  scientific 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub- 
merged.    The  book  has  man}-  wood  cuts 


Ancient    Sea    Margins    of    England    as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relatr  • 
of    sea   and    land,   by    Robert    Chambers. 
London.     Cloth.     $3-5°- 


work    of    the 
Republicans. 


poi 


:al    party    known    as 


lantern    to    replace    the    shattered    speci- 
men? 


The  School  Committee  of  the  city  oi 
Providence  having  practically  $750,000 
for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  the 
schools,  closed  the  year  with  unpaid  bills 

to  an  amount  nearly  $30,000.  It  is  a 
disgrace  to  every  member  of  the  School 

Committee.  Teachers  having  "political 
pulls"  have  had  immense  advances  most 
unfairly  made.  Instead  of  advancing 
enormously  the  amount  paid  to  super- 
visors, the  positions  should  be  abolished. 
These  supervisors  are  positively  worth- 
less. One  of  them  gave  just  16  minutes 
in  five  months  to  each  of  the  rooms  of 
ona  of  the  largest  grammar  schools.  Her 
salary  was  increased  nearly  double.  In 
common  sense,  her  service  was  not  worth 
common  sense,  her  service  was  all  done 
by  the   regular   teachers. 


John  Fiske'*s  name  was  Greene;  he 
was  a  descendent  of  the  Rhode  Island 
family;  but  changed  his  name  to  Fiske. 
His  school  history  is  used  in  the  Provi- 
dence schools  :  it  is  so  far  as  the  events  in 
Rl  [si  md  in  1842,  and  in  New  York 

in    1843.  the  vilest  fiction.     Such  a  book 
is  unsafe  from  cover  to  cover. 


The  Philippines  and  the  Panama  bu^i- 
ness,    in    the    matter    of    the    coinage    of 
silver,    did    not    in    the    slightest    degree 
establish    free     and     unlimited    coinag» 
but   :.  *e  the  effect  on  the  market-prices 

nf     fVl*3     ""rlrlior"  Tr     iivnt     tt-.-.tt-i       1-     r.~.    ^rl 

md  still  cling  '.  se  to  the  latter  figure. 
How  this  fact  gives  the  lie  direct  to  so 
much  of  the  financial  rot  which  the  New 
York  Times  publishes  every  day. 


The  fire  signal,  reel  light  Xo.  428.  on 
Broadway,  was  shattered  by  some  cause 
to  me  unknewn,  I  sh  ttld  think  three 
months   since.     Will   not   Mr.    Slade   ask 

the   General   Assembly  to   supply  a   new 


Senator  btmess  snould  consult  some 
lawyer  as  to  the  extent  of  his  "Privilege" 
in  denouncing  Pastor  Laidlaw  as  a  liar. 
The  clergyman  should  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  explain  this  "Privilege". 


A  contribution  to  American  Thalas- 
sography.  Three  Cruises  of  the  Lnited 
States  Coas:  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1S77  to  18S0,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
Boston,  1888.     Price  $4.50. 


WANTED! 
OLD    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

Correspendence   Solicited. 


BURNETT    RIDER, 
10  H?,mm?.r,d  St.,  Providence,   R.  I 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence.     R.     I. 

Pi cscriptions  of  O culists  r e ce i v ft  our 

:ro:r.pt  and  careful  attention. 


In  the  reading  of  ''historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  ';Xarra:ive  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
78ia".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
br  '.- r  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
irtist  in  oil.  In  1S04  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
nainter  by  the  C'/.ar ;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  served-  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1ST4. 
in  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 
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START  SAVING   MONEY   EARLY   IN   LIFE    and    by 

all  means  keep  at  it.  Then  you  will  not  have  to  depend 
upon  others.  A  Growing  Savings  Account  assures  in- 
dependence. 

This  Company  pays   FOUR   PER   CENJ^ on    Savings    Accounts 
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UNION     TRUST     COMPANY, 

Dorra.nce  and    Westminster  Streets. 


The   Pawtuxet   Vailey   Gleaner,  before  j 
the  coming  of  the  present  editor,   urged  j 

the  use  of  the  Judicial  power  in    Rhode  i 
Island  to   control    the    Executive   branch 
of  the   Government ;   in   other   words,   to  j 
use    the    Supreme    Court     to     hold    Gov. 
Garvin  from  doing  what  the  Republican  j 
party  did   not   wish   Gov.    Garvin  to    do. 
Such    a    proposition     in    any     American  \ 
newspaper   seems   impossible ;   but   it   has  ! 
been  done.     The  Executive,  the  Legisla-  I 
the.  and    the   Judicial    powers    were    de-  ; 
vised    to    divide    the    powers    which    had  j 
been   assumed  by  the   General   Assembly 
under   the   Charter  of   1663.     By   such   a  ! 
proposition  as   the  Cleaner  made  it   pre-  ; 
supposes  the   Governor   in   the   hands   of 
the  court. 


Major's  Second  Edition  of  Walton 
and  Cotton's  Angler,  London,  1824.  A 
large  paper  copy,  bound  in  half  calf. 
Plates  on  India  paper,  16  copper  and  y~ 
wood,  in  beautiful  condition.     $8.50. 

Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings  on    wood,   and    10   maps    drawn 


by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  Xew  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$  1 5. co.  For  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.00. 
It  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.  "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property," 
etc. 

The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London.    1727. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in   Paris. 


Ex-Go  v.  Brown's  "'The  News  Com- 
pany" seems  to  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  a  Receiver,  in  fact  may  be  still,  for 
ought  J  know;  the  "News  Publishing 
Company"  has  succeeded  to  the  publica- 
tion. 
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A       CONSIDERATION       OF       THE 
LAND    TENURE    CLAUSES    AS    ; 
THEY    EXIST    EN    THE    CHAR- 
TER   OF    MARYLAND    IN    1632. 
AND     IN     THE    CHARTER    OF    | 
RHODE  ISLAND,   1663. 
A  question  has  been  recentiy  asked  the 
writer — How    the    peculiar    land    tenure 
clauses    in    the    charter    of    Charles    the 
Second,  to  Rhode  Island,  in  1663.  to  wit, 
"To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  as- 
signs,  as   of  the  minor  of   East   Green- 
wich, in  cur  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and 
common  soccage,  and  not  in   cap'te,  nor 
by  Knight's  service."  differed  in  meaning 
from  the  land  tenure  clause  in  the  charter 
to  Calvert   for  Maryland  in   1632.  which 
reads:  '"To  have,  exercise,  use  and  enjoy 
the    same    as    amply    as    any    Bishop    of 
Durham   in  our  Kingdom  of  England*'? 
I  present  the  two  clauses  entire : 

The  Province  of  Maryland  was  created 
by  a  charter  granted  by  the  King,  Charles 
the  First,  to  George  Calvert.  This  char- 
ter gave  to  Calvert  "All  and  singular  the 
like,  and  as  ample  rights,  jurisdictions, 
privileges,  prerogations,  royalties,  liber- 
ties, immunities,  royal  rights,  and  fran- 
chises, of  what  kind  soever,  temporal  as 
well  by  sea  as  by  land  within  the  country, 
islets,  and  limits,  af  re-aid.  to  have,  ex- 
ercise,  use  '^n>\  enjoy  the  same  as  amply 
as  any  Bishop  of  Durham,  within  the 
Bishopric,  or  County  Palatine  of  Dur- 
ham, in  our  Kingdom  of  England." 
(R.  I.  Hist.  Tract,  Sec.  Ser.  5,  pp.  14-15) 


The  charter  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island  was  granted  by  the  King,  Charles 
the  Second,  to  sundry  citizens  then 
dwelling  upon  tue  lana  whicn  iormeu 
the  colony.  This  charter  contains  the 
following  clauses :  '"And  in  particular 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  towns  of 
Providence,  Paz^tuxct,  Warwick.  Mis- 
quammacock.  alias  Pawcatuck,  and  the 
rest  upon  the  main  land  in  the  tract 
aforesaid,  together  with  Rhode  Island, 
Block  Island,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Is- 
lands, and  Banks  in  Narragansett  Bay 
*  *  together  with  all  firm  lands  *  * 
and  ail  and  singular  other  commodities, 
jurisdictions,  royalties,  privileges  *  * 
whatsoever  within  the  said  Tract  *  * 
lands  and  islands  *  *  to  them  or  any 
of  them  (the  grantees)  belonging,  or  in 
any  wise  appertaining,  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  same  unto  the  said  Governor 
(Benedict  Arnold)  and  Company,  and 
their  successors  forever,  upon  trust,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  themselves,  and 
their  associates  freemen  of  the  said  col- 
ony, their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  be  holden 
of  \\5,  our  Heirs  and  successors  as  of  the 
Manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  our  County 
of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  soccage. 
and  not  in  Capite,  nor  by  Ku:^!:~'s  ser- 
vice."   (Rhode  Island  Laws.   1719.   p.   7.) 

The  first  question  will  be,  what  was 
the  Land  Tenure  of  the  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham  :  and  what  were  the  limits  of  his" 
power?  Durham  was  "a  County  Pala- 
tini".     Mr.    Blackstone    will    inform   us. 
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"Counties  Palatine  are  so  called  a palatio, 
because  the  owners  thereof,  to  wit,  the 
Earl  of  Chester,  the  Bishop  of  Durham. 
and  the  Duke  oi  Lancaster,  had  in  those 
counties  jura  regalia  (Kingry  laws)  as 
fully  as  tiie  King  hath  in  his  Palace; 
regalem  poicsfatem  in  omnibus,  as  Brac- 
ton  express  it.  They  (the  Bishops  oi 
Durham)  might  pardon  Treasons,  Mur- 
ders, and  Felonies.  They  appointed  all 
Judges  and  Justices  of  the  Peace.  All 
writs  and  indictments  ran  in  their  (the 
Bishops  of  Durham's  name;  as  in  other 
counties  (they  ran)  in  the  King's  name; 
and  all  offences  were  said  to  be  done 
against  their  peace,  and  not,  as  in  other 
places,  contra  pacem  domini  t'ogis. 
*  *  These  palatine  privileges,  so  fam- 
iliar to  the  regal  independent  jurisdic- 
tions, usurped  by  the  great  Barons  on 
the  Continent,  during  the  weak  and  in- 
fant state  oi  the  first  Feudal  Kingdoms 
in  Europe,  were  in  all  probability  orig- 
inally granted  to  the  Counties  Chester 
and  Durham.  In  ether  words,  to  the 
Earl  of  Chester,  and  to  the  Bishop  of 
Durham."  (Bjackstone's  Commentaries 
i.  Introd.  Sec.  4.  p.  117.)  The  Bishop 
of  Durham  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  as 
was  also  Calvert,  to  whom  the  Maryland 


charter  was  granted ;  hence  Calvert,  in 
Maryland,  possessed  under  the  charter, 
ill  the  Kingly  yrants  which  the  Bisli  ;> 
of  Durham  possessed.  In  the  County 
Durham,  all  lands  owned  by  a  person 
who  committed  certain  crimes,  fell  by 
attainder  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham. 
These  crimes  were  Treason,  Murder  and 
Felony  (.Bacon's  Abridgment,  2.  575). 
and  also  an  indictment  and  conviction  of 
i  Praemunire  (.Bacon's  Abridgment,  4, 
146).  For  a  conviction  of  any  of  these 
crimes,  in  the  County  Durham,  the  lands 
of  the  defendant  were  escheated  to  the 
Bishop  of  Durham.  I  note  a  few  cases 
in  which  a  person  might  incur  the  danger 
jf  a  Praemunire,  as  given  by  Bacon's 
Abridgment :  "A  suit  in  fcxjuity  to  relieve 
a  judgment  at  law  which  tended  to  con- 
r  vert  the  very  point  determined  at  law" 
(v.  4.  p.  146).  "Persons  refusing  to  take 
the  oaths"  (p.  147).  Speaking  the  King, 
or  against  the  power  of  the  King,  or  in 
Durham,  against  the  Bishop.  "Projec- 
rs  oi  unlawful  undertakings"  (p.  147, 
".'  4").  Ail  these  condition-  existed  in 
June.  1632,  when  Charles  the  First  gave 
.he  charter  of  Maryland  to  Calvert,  with 
freedom  to  exercise,  in  Maryland,  all 
these  powers  '•as  amply  as  any  Bishop  of 
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Durham".    Neither  the  statutes  of  Henr-   j 
VIII,  nor  of  Elizabeth,  changed  this  law    J 
of     escheat     in     the     County     Durham 
(J>lackstone's  Commentaries,  I,  uS).  At 
the    time    when    Mr.     Blackstone    wrote 
these  "Commentaries",  1765,  "the  Count} 
Durham    was    the   only   one    in    England 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  a  subject"   (v. 
1,   uS).     They  existed  in   Maryland  tin-  j 
til  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  in 
1776. 

Mr.  Bacon  says:  "All  customary  es- 
tates of  inheritance  are  forfeited  by  an 
attainder  of  Treason,  or  Felony,  unless 
there  be  some  particular  custom  to  the 
contrary  as  in  Gavel  Kind"  (Abridg- 
ment, 2,  576).  A  man  forfeits  all  his 
lands  in  fee  (by  escheat)  for  such  fel- 
onies for  which  he  shall  have  judgment 
to  be  hanged,  save  only  in  chance  med- 
ley (Hawkins*  Ab'g't  Coke,  1792,  p.  499.) 
These  conditions  existed  in  the  County 
Durham,  and  were  transmitted  by  the 
Calvert  charter  to  Maryland.  They  die- 
not  exist  in  the  County  Kent,  the  law 
of  escheat  did  not  prevent  the  descent 
of  lands  to  the  heirs  of  a  criminal. 

We   come   now    to    consider    the    Land 


Tenure  clause  in  the  Charter  of  Charles 
the  Second,  creating  the  colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  1663.  Whoever  laid  the  lines 
upon  which  this  charter  was  constructed, 
the  parties  are  as  yet  unknown.  John 
Clark  was  instructed,  but  by  whom,  and 
how  instructed,  we  do  not  know  ;  or,  the 
charter  itself  is  our  only  guide.  The 
work  of  the  Arnolds  is  apparent.  Bene- 
dict Arnold  was  made  the  first  Governor, 
and  the  lands  supposed  to  be  owned  by 
William  Arnold  at  Pawtuxet,  are  men- 
tioned in  the  charter  as  the  Tozi.fi  of 
Paivtuxket  (Digest  of  Laws,  1719).  This 
spelling  was  changed  in  the  subsequent 
Digests,  but  the  town  was  never  created. 
William  Brenton's  interest  is  clear;  he 
claimed  the  lands  on  the  Eastern  shore 
of  Narragansett,  and  they  were  included. 
in  the  boundaries.  The  charter  was  the 
work  of  the  Newport  cabal,  hence  the 
name  '"Rhode  Island"  was  substituted: 
for  "'Providence''.  But  there  was  one 
extraordinary  exception,  to  wit.  the  in- 
terest of  William  Harris;  and  in  which 
he  received  no  doubt  the  support  of 
both  the  Arnolds.  This  last  interest 
centers  in  the  Land  Tenure  clause,  which 
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is    in    the    following    language:    "To   be 
holdcn   of   us,  our  heirs   and  successors  j 
as  of  the  manner  of  East  Greenwich,  in 
our   County    of   Kent,   in    free   and    com-   ! 
mon  soccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by   , 
Knight's  service"  (Digest  of  Laws,  1719, 
p.    7).      In    1678,    William   Harris    wrote   | 
his    Last    Will    and    Testament,      There 
exists    in    it    this   remarkable  language: 
His    children    were    bequeathed    certain 
fends  "according  to  ye  custom  of  Gavel-    j 
kind  land  equally  to  be  devided",  again, 
•"His.  her,  and  their  just  and  equal  parts 
of  land  according  to  ye  custom  of  Gavel- 
kind   land,    as    in    ye    laws    expressed    & 
as   by  ye    King's    Patent   to   this   collony 
saith,    according    to    ye    custome    of    his 
manner    of    Epst    GreTjewifch    in    K.ent, 
which   by   Lambath  preambulations,   &c, 
are  intended  custome  of  Gavelkind,  that 
is  to  say,  if  male  heirs,  then  ye  land  to 
be  equally   divided   among   them.     If  no 
male    heirs,    then    to    be    divided    among 
ye  female  heirs,  according  to  which  said   ' 
custome  1  have  entailed  my  said  land  to   . 
my    said    fourth    Generation    upon    these 
following    considerations, — First,    that    if  j 
il    so  come  to  passe  yt  my  son  Andrew,   j 
or  his  son,  or  sons,  daughter,  or  daugh-   j 


ters,  should  be  in  time  to  come,  of  any 
such  opinion,  as  by  reason  thereof,  either 
Envie  raised,  or  laws  Enacted,  or  prose- 
cuted to,  or  for;  or  supposed  premineere 
(praemunire),  or  for  any  supposed 
crime,  that  in  all  such  case,  or  cases,  no 
person  may  so  falsely  accuse  in  any  hope 
to  obtain  to  'any  other  person,  ye  said 
land  by  any  such  means,  but  yt  my 
now  said  land  might  then  notwithstand- 
ing desend  &  come  to  my  said  Grand 
children  that  according  to  ye  custome  of 
Gavellkind  land  shall  then  inheritt" 
(Providence  Early  Records,  v.  6,  50-52). 
The  reference  in  the  Will  to  Lambath 
preambulation,  means  to  a  book  entitled 
"Lambarde's  Perambulations  of  Kent",, 
a  county  in  England.  From  rhis  book 
we  have  brought  the  meaning  of  Mr. 
Harris's  reference.  In  order  to  under- 
stand the  land  tenure  of  the  charter,  we 
must  understand  the  land  tenure  of  Kent. 
This  done  we  shall  understand  the  differ- 
ences between  the  County  Palatine  of 
Durham  and  the  ''Manor  of  East  Green- 
wich". For  this  purpose  I  have  ob- 
tained a  copy  of  Lambarde's  book,  of 
the  third  edition,  1640,  or  1656.  for  it 
must  have  been  one  of  these  editions  that 
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Harris  used;  he  owned  a  copy;  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  original  record  of  his 
will.  From  this  book  1  make  the  fol- 
lowing  extracts: 

William  the  Conqueror  (Duke  of 
Normandy),  invaded  England,  A.  1). 
1066.  Having  overthrown  Harold  and 
captured  London,  he  '"marched  his  Army 
toward  the  Castle  of  Dover,  thinking 
thereby  to  have  brought  in  subjection 
this  county  of  Kent  also  *  *  the  com- 
mon people  ran  forthwith  to  weapon ; 
and  meeting  the  Duke  (William  the 
Conqueror)  said :  "The  Commons  of 
Kent,  most  noble  Duke,  are  ready  to 
offer  thee  either  Peace  or  Warr,  at  thine 
own  choice  and  election.  Peace  with 
their  faithful  obedience  if  thou  wilt  ^or- 
mit  them  to  enjoy  their  ancient  Liber- 
ties; Warr,  and  the  most  deadly,  if  thou 


deny    it    them"    (pages    25-26). 


"Wh 


the  Duke  heard  this  he  more  wisely  than 
willingly    yielded    to    their    request"'    (p.  ! 

26).  ' 

Among   these    ''ancient    liberties",    was 
the  tenure  of  gavelkind,  which,  until  the 
coming  of  William   the  Conqueror  "had 
been  general"  in  all  the  counties  of  Eng-  | 
land.      Mr.    Lambarde    writing    in    1570,  | 
said:    "Neither    be    they    (the     men     of 
Kent)    so  much  bounden  to  the   Gentry  i 
by   copyhold;    or   customary   tenures,    as  j 


THE  WRITER  WISHES 
NARRAGANsTtT  CLUB  PUBLICATIONS- 

C>  Vols.,  Cloth. 
Spot  Cash  will  be  paid. 

SIDNEY  S.  RIDER,  73  Almy  Sliest,  -  Providence. 


Mr.  Gibbon  (Hist.  Rom.  Emp.  cp.  17, 
note  18)  refers  to  a  paragraph  which  he- 
has  used  in  his  History,  taken  from 
Wood's  Observations.  The  real  name 
of  Wood's  Observations  is  "An  Essay 
on  the  original  genius  of  Homer,  with  a 
comparative  view  of  the  ancient  and 
present  state  of  the  Troade,  illustrated 
with  a  map  of  Troy".  I  offer  a  copy 
for  sale  printed  at  Dublin,  1776.  Price 
$2.00.  It  is  an  exhaustive  and  profound 
study  of  the  Illiad   and  the   Odyssey   in 


the  inhabitants  of  the  western  countries 
of  the  realm  be,  nor  all  endangered  by, 
the  feeble  hold  of  tenant  right,  as  the 
common  people  in  the  northern  parts  be. 
for  copyhold  tenure  is  rare  in  Kent;  and 
tmant  right  not  heard  of  at  all :  but  in 
place  of  these  the  custom  of  Gavelkind 
prevailing  everywhere;  in  manner  t-vuvy 
man  is  a  Freeholder"  (Perambulations 
in   Kent,  9). 

"This  shire  even  to  this  day  (1570) 
enjoyeth  the  custome  of  give  all  kin 
discont;  dower  of  the  moytie ;  freedom 
of  birth  (from  corruption  of  blood  by 
attainder),  and  sundry  other  usages 
much  different  from  other  counties" 
(Perambulations  in  Kent,  1640,  p.  125). 
Concerning  East  Greenwich.  ::;  Kent, 
Mr.  Lambarde  says  the  Manor  belonged 
to  the  Abbot  of  Gaunt  in  Flanders,  till 
such  time  as  Henry  the  6th,  about  A.  1 ). 
1460,  seizing  it  into  his  hands  by  occa- 
sion of  warr,  bestowed  it  upon  the  Char- 
ter House  Monks  of  Sheene.  It  remain 
ed  theirs  until  Henry  the  Sth  annexed 
it  to  the  crown,  about  A.  D.  1535..  (.Per- 
ambulations in  Kent,  1640,  pp.  472,  3.) 
It  is  the  lands  upon  which  Greenwich 
Hospital  now  stands,  on  the  Thames, 
four   miles   below   London   Bridge. 

Gavelkind  tenure,  which  had  been 
common    ail    over    England,    was    extin- 


relation  to  the  country,  its  ethnology, 
mythology  and  geography;  it  is  a  book 
which  will  delight  a  scholar.  Mr.  Gib- 
bon criticises  Mr.  Wood  for  confound- 
ing "Illium  with  Alexandria  Troas"  (v. 
2,  p.  92).  But  by  a  careful  study  it  will 
be   seen    that   Mr.    Gibbon    is    himself    in 

error.       _ _.___ 

The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  X.  Y.  Livening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
ami  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"  etc.,  N.  Y.,  1804.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 


guished  by  William  the  Conqueror,  in 
every  count}-  save  only  Kent.  Mr.  Black 
stone  says :  "It  ordained,  among'  other 
things,  that  not  the  eldest  son  only  o.' 
the  father  shall  succeed  to  his  inherit- 
ance, bin  all  sous  alike;  and  that  though 
the  ancestor  be  attainded,  and  hanged.  , 
yet  the  heir  shall  succeed  to  the  estate 
without  any  escheat  to  the  Lord" 
(Blackstone's   Commentaries,    i,   75). 

Gavelkind,  as  a  tenure,  is  not  mention 
cd  in  the  Charter;  but  it  was  the  funda- 
mental tenure  "of  the  Manor  of  East 
Greenwich,  in  the  County  of  Kent",  ami  . 
was  so  written  in  the  Charter;  and  un- 
der it  the  lands  even  of  a  criminal,  de- 
scended to  his  heirs;   and  this  leads  me 

•     .    .  .  -  ,      -  c      .    - ., . .  1  -  ^  \  - :  1 

1  /     11     W...V...O     bcqUCiiCe     Oi     CiUUo.  ..  a- 

iiam    Arnold    perpetrated    the    Forgeries 

of  the  Sachems  Deed  to  Roger  Williams. 
about  165S.  The  Forged  Deed  was  shown 
in  town  meeting  in  1659,  but  was  not 
delivered  to  the  town.  Four  years  later 
the  genuine  Deed  was  placed  on  Record, 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  to 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,  1733.     S3. 75. 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity''  (p.  25). 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  '"put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them  this  :  "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
tions  General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary' 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Origiu:il  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New    Haven,    1809.     Price    $10.00.      The 


in  1662;  but  Arnold's  Forgery  was  not 
placed  on  Record  until  1705.  The  Ar- 
nolds kept  it  in  their  possession  during 
the   lives   of  both   father  and   son. 

The  work  of  William  Harri>  in  the 
construction  of  the  "confirmation" 
Deeds,  as  they  have  been  sometimes 
called,  was  done  in  the  years  1659- 1660. 
His  work  was  the  rankest  of  possible 
frauds.  The  young  Sachems  were  de- 
ceived, and  defrauded  unmercifully;  and 
the  three  Deeds  were  bare  faced  lie<. 
But  these  forgeries  and  frauds  made  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  a  new 
charter  covering  the  lands  acquired  by 
them.  This  work  was  at  once  entered 
upon  at  Newport  by  the  very  men  who 
executed  the  forgeries  and  lIic  frauds. 
In  1662,  secretly,  at  Newport,  the  clause 
concerning  the  "Manor  of  East  Green- 
wich, in  our  County  of  Kent",  was 
framed  out  of  the  book  "Lambarde's 
Perambulations  of  Kent",  which  Harris 
had    brought     from     England.      Instruc- 


wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  'of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Willard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  N.  E.  (B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 


This  book  will  show  from  scientific 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub- 
merged.    The  book  has  many  wood  cuts 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  Chambers. 
London.     Cloth.     $3.50. 
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tions  wore  sent  to  John  Clark  at  Lon- 
don concerning  the  structure  of  the  char- 
ter. These  instructions  are  to  this  day 
unknown.  The  charter  was  obtained, 
and  in  it  was  found  the  land  tenure 
clause  above  cited.  It  saved  the  lands  o\ 
all  criminals  of  whatever  degree  from 
escheat.  Did  the  King  suggest  it  ;  or 
was  John  Clark  in  such  a  position  that 
it  became  necessary;  or  would  Clark 
have  dared  to  have  inserted  it,-  save 
upon  instructions  from  Rhode  Island? 
It  was  the  work  of  William  and  Benedict 
Arnold,  and  William  Brenton,  and  Wil- 
liam Harris,  and  this  opinion  is  the  only 
one  possible  under  the  actually  known 
conditions.     1  venture  to  suggest  another 

had  a  Palace  at  Greenwich,  on  the  lands 
of  the  Manor,  in  which  he  sometime 
dwelt.  When  it  was  built  I  do  not  yet 
know.  It  may  be  possible  that  the  Char- 
ter of  Rhode  Island  was  signed  by  the 
King,  upon  the  very  lands  the  tenure 
for  which  had.  been  used  as  a  model  for 
Rhode  Island. 

The  Rhode  Island  Charter  made  the 
holding  of  lands  in  that  Colony  different 
from  the  tenure  in  any  other  American 


Colony.  It  was  in  individuals,  and  not 
in  the  Colony.     It  ran  until   the  <;Dorr" 

War,  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
years,  and  in  a  somewhat  changed  form 
still  continues.  The  Maryland  Charter 
was  radically  different  from  that  of 
Rhode  Island;  and  infinitely  more 
dangerous  to  individual  land  holders;  it 
lasted  one  hundred  and  forty-four  years. 
Roth  Charters  were  the  work  of  design- 
ing and  dangerous  men;  and  made  for 
the  special  enrichment  of  these  men,  at 
the  cost  of  the  other  inhabitants.  The 
titles  did  not  run  to  the  Colony,  but  to 
the  men  named  in  the  Charter,  and  such 
other  men  as  those  individuals  chose  to 
name  as  their  associates  or  assigns. 


The  2i st  Volume  of  Book  Notes  is 
now  bound,  and  being  delivered  to  those 
who  for  years  have  preserved  them.  As 
a  specimen  of  printing  it  is  superior  to 
any  of  the  preceding  volumes.  It  was  the 
work  of  the  Chronicle  Printing  Com- 
pany of  Pawtucket.  For  the  gaul  in 
the  ink  the  writer  alone  is  responsible, 
but  he  begs  to  submit  that  the  volume 
is  interesting,  and  will  have  a  permanent 
value  in  Rhode   Island   history. 


A  contribution  to  American  Thalas- 
sography-  Three  Cruises  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1877  to  1880,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
Boston,  1888.     Price  $4.50- 
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55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R.     I. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
;o  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1S12".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  AVarsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  setwed  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore, 
Mis  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 
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The  Conte  ;  ;  Review  for  Jan- 
uary, 1905  (p.  117  ,  has  a  paper  entitle  ! 
the  "Oxyrhynchus  Sayings  of  Jesus". 
These  "sayings"1  arc  the  most  ancieni 
:  uuscripl  relating  tc  Jesus  yi  which 
men  have  present  kn  lc  Ige.  Fh  word 
Oxyrhynchus  is  :'.  -  name  1  :  an  Egyptian 
city.  v.\    :      -  ■ :      =  t  p.  the    west  I  :  nk 

Nile,  in  Lower  Egypt.  It  is  .  ut 
150  miles  south  tr  ra  Cair  Excavations 
have  been  made  there,  and  these  manu- 
script Sayi-gs  :f  Jesus  were  h  id 
I       k   Notes   repi     luces  on        t  them: 

">.  iith  Jesus:  A  prophet  is  n   :  accepta- 

'  !e   in  his   own  niry;  neither  doth   a 

c  h       :  cu  cs  ■'  ■.    1     that 

present  ■.    rsion    •:  the  X .  v  Testa- 
reads:  '  Matthew   13-57.  Jesus  said 
•  proph<       is    n   i     ivithout 

'-  :  :.?  i..-.  ::  his  n  :  mtry,  and  in 
his  1    ■--.       use." 

It  is  a  car"  5  mis  si  n  fr  m  the  '  a  1- 
.'.   rizc  l5  rsi   n  :      Fn     wh     e     i;      res 

was  tli  miss  made?  Ha\  the  D  : 
bors  f or  2  '  --  ■  ...  lipulai  II  th  th< 
I  id  tl         rospel  in     I      inl   rest    of 

"Ih  .  I  drug     .:,."  ? 


Major's  Second  Edition  ::'  Walton 
and  Cottons  A  igler,  London,  1824.  A 
larere  paper  copy,  bound  in  halt  calf. 
Plates  on  India  paper,  :;■  c  >pper  and  ~~ 
wood,  in  beautiful   condition.     §8.50. 

i  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  fr  :n.  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings .-.  w  !,  and  10  maps  drawn 
he    English    edition,    but 


by    Marcov 


with  a  New  York  imprint  Price  was 
$15.00.  For  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 


Beai 


1    Samuel    I  >hnson. 


ing  of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecd  t  5.  London,  1yg7.S3.00. 
L  has  a  rare  and  unkn  wn  Book  Plate 
printe  i  "C.  A.  Whitman's  Pr  perty,"  etc 
The  Whole  Comical  Works  ofMons 
Scarron,  it:  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  The.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
'■  ei  re  in  English  an  I  it  1  sld  .  . 
been  as  well,  had  it  then     ..  zn  left 

h    •".'    n.    IJ2J.     >~ 
S  -  trr    i    was  isband      f  the   lady 

ho  came  subs      lently  to  be  kr  >wn  as 
Fadam      I     Ma  1  !   1    n  !       -      >t  im  - 

ral   man  then  1      i      in  I 
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The  following  kindly  mention  of  the 
writer's  "Lands  of  Rhode  Island"  is 
from  the  Evening  Post,  of  New  York. 
February  8th  : 

"'The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island  as  they 
were  known  to  Caunounicus  and  Mian- 
tunnomu"  is  the  title  of  a  book  of  about 
300  pages,  written  and  published  by  Sid- 
ney S.  Rider  of  Providence.  The  volume 
begins  with  a  chapter  upon  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  Xarragansetts.  drawn 
chiefly  from  Roger  Williams'  "Key". 
This  is  followed  by  a  study  of  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Indian  lands,  with  their 
subsequent  division  into  towns  and  coun- 
ties, and  a  discussion  of  the  alleged  for- 
gers' of  the  original  Providence  deed.  The 
latter  is  in  reaffirmation  of  Mr.  Rider's 
forgery  claim  advanced  in  his  "Historical 
Tracts.''  second  series.  No.  4,  in  1896, 
and  answered  in  the  same  year  by  Mr. 
George  T.  Paine.  The  larger  and  more 
valuable  portion  of  the  volume  is  taken 
i-[)  with  a  series  of  historical  notes  upon 
early  Indian  localities  in  Rhode  Island, 
accompanied  by  a  map.  Many  of  the 
longer  notes  arc  reprinted  from  previous 
articles  in  Mr.  Rider's  Book  Notes  ;  and 
those  upon  the  Island  of  Narragansett. 
the  Hill  of  Xotaquonckanet,  Queen's 
Fort,  and  the  Island  of  Qu£tan|s,fafeles- 
1  eoia'Iv  excellent.  Th«  relet eilcLil  to 
printed  sources  seem  in  \h^  m\iil 
correct.  On  page  253  Mr.\tVe£\u\il>uV 
iy  misreads  the  meaning  0$  me/old|Bnr- 

i  jli      1 1 


h'sh  word  "against,"  or  "opposite,"  and 
hence  falls  into  confusion  in  locating 
Solitary   Hi?)       Mthou^   th*  Ho*>V  ?«?   ?. 

contribution  to  local  history',  it  is  un- 
fortunate that  the  author  could  not  have 
made  mere  research  into  manuscript 
source-.  It  seems  odd,  moreover,  in 
these  days  of  scholarly  book-making, 
that  the  notes  upon  localities  were  not 
arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  and  that 
the  volume  was  not  provided  with  an 
index. 

'  The  paragraph  relating  to  my  "mis- 
reading" of  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"against"  is  interesting.  I  reproduce  it : 
"On  page  253  Mr.  Rider  curiously  mis- 
reads the  meaning  of  the  old  English 
word  'against',  -or  'opposite'  and  hence 
falls  into  confusion  in  locating  Solitary* 
Hill."  I  will  try  to  make  my  under- 
standing clearer.  I  reproduce  that 
which  appears  in  the  book  concerning 
Solitary  Hill : 

"It  was  a  noted  landmark  in  early 
times,  and  in  the  law  of  1759  (Digest, 
1767,  p.  259,)  it  is  made  one  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  town  of  Johnston, 
then  incorporated  (Staples's  Annals  of 
Prow,  p.  595).  One  bound  of  Johnston 
was  to  "begin  on  the  southern  bank  of 
Wanasquatucket  River  dv.(j  north  from 
the  Easternmost  part  of  a  certain  hill 
called  Solitary  Hill."  There  can  be  no 
question  that  tins  law  made  in  1759 
places  Solitary  Hill  where  in  these  latter 
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years  it  has  been  supposed  to  have  stood. 
But  there  is  in  the  recently  published 
volume  of  Karl\-  Records  a  layout  of 
land  surveyed  in  1671  fur  Thomas  Clem- 
ence,  which  seems  to  render  the  position 
of  the  hill  questionable.  The  bounds  of 
the  laud  are  thus  written,  "being  on  the 
North  side  of  Wanasquatucket  River  and 
against  a  place  commonly  called  Goatom, 
it  bounding  on  the  South  side  with  the 
aforesaid  river,  on  the  North  with  the 
comon,  on  the  southeast  partly  with  the 
comon  and  partly  with  the  aforesaid 
river,  it  being  bounded  on  the  western 
corner  with  a  niapel  tree  standing  by  the 
aforesaid  river  side  bounding  on  the 
Northern  corner  with  a  rock ;  and  so  to 
a  Reed  Oake  tree  which  standeth  by 
[the]  river  side,  which  said  tree  is  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  aforesaid 
against  the  northeastern  end  of  the  hill 
comonly  called  Sollatary  Hill"  (Early 
Records,  v.  1.  p.  8).  This  record  ap- 
parently places  the  hill  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  river;  still,  it  is  ambiguous 
and  the  phrase  is  open  to  two  construc- 
tions." 
Concerning     the     word     "against",     it 


must  be  observed  that  it  is  used  twice, 
both  times  in  an  extract  from  an  ancient 
manuscript  record  here  written,  net  by 
myself,  Inn  in  a  Deed  in  1671.  It  would 
not  be  strange  were  I  to  misunderstand 
the  meaning  of  a  word,  which  Murray's 
English  Dictionary  gives  nearly  four  col- 
umns, to  an  elucidation.  The  first  mean- 
ing given  in  this  Dictionary  is  one  of 
position — directly  opposite.  There  are  a 
great  many  other  meanings  given,  but 
the  one,  of  position,  is  the  only  one  ap- 
plicable to  the  word  as  it  stands  Used  in 
my  Indian  Lands.  The  first  use  of  it 
there  is,  "against  a  place  commonly 
called  Goatom".  The  second  use  of  it 
there  is.  "against  a  hill  commonly  called 
Sollatary  Hill".  If  "against"  in  a  mat- 
ter of  position  invariably  meant  "oppo- 
site" or  ''directly  opposite",  then  Goatom 
and  Solitary  Hill  must  necessarily  be 
upon  the  same  side  (in  relation  to  the 
Clemence  lands),  and  of  course  on  the 
south  bank,  for  the  reason  that  this  land, 
the  record  declares,  was  on  the  no  fill 
bank.  But  such  was  not  the  fact.  The  Hill 
was  on  the  south  bank,  while  Goatom 
was    on    the    north    bank.      If    "against" 
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meant  opposite,  then  the  Clemence  lands 
must   have   been    upon    the    south    bank.  I 
Hut  such  was  not  the  case.     There  was  j 

nothing  in  the  nature  oi  "opposite''  in  i 
their  relative  position,  they  were  adjoin-  ; 
ing  lands.  The  real  fact  is,  that  "against 
Goatom  meant  'up  against'  Goatom", 
and  ''against  Solitary  Hill**  meant  "over  j 
against  Solitary  Mill".  1  cannot  yet  un-  | 
derstami  how  the  writer  "falls  into  con-  j 
fusion  in  locating  Solitary  Hill".  The  J 
confusion  lies  in  the  meaning  given,  not  j 
to  my  language,  hut  to  the  language  of  j 
the  original  manuscript.  So  far  as  my  | 
present  knowledge  extends,  there  are  no  j 
original  manuscript  records  existing.  ; 
connected  with  these  matters,  which  1  I 
u„vc  nct  ex:iTnined  and  "-*1-"  ".-^h.-m 
used  in  these  researches.  1  thank  the  I 
Nation  for  giving  me  an  opportunity  to  j 
explain  a   "misunderstanding". 


to  be  worked  as  a  perpetual  motion 
machine  upon  the  State  Treasury?  There 
are  indications  that  some  one  in  the 
General  Assembly  has  knowledge  of,  or 
interest  in  the  theft.  Moreover,  there 
are  Physicians  who  either  know,  or 
should  know,  of  the  "stealing",  for  steal- 
ing there  must  certainly  have  been. 


One  would  think  that  there  must  come 
a  day  when  the  "everlasting"  tributes 
being  given  to  Senator  Hoar,  a  man  who 
always  talked  virtue,  but  voted  vice, 
would  cease. 


That  there  is  a  money  scandal  in  con- 
nection with  the  Sanitarium  for  Con- 
sumptives at  Wallnm  Pond,  there  is  no 
question  ;  a  large  theft  has  probably  been 
perpetrated,  while  the  "works'*  is  no- 
where near  completion.     Is   this   scheme 


My  saintly  contemporary,  the  Journal, 
under  the  editorial  care  of  a  member  of 
t-Vie  PockefeHer  "RiMe  ch*=  steaks  of 
Gov.  Utter's  scheme  of  establishing  a 
steering  committee  in  the  R.  I.  Senate 
similar  to  that  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  as 
"Gov.  Utter's  Plan  for  Free  Speech  and 
Free  Action".  The  Journal  then  gave 
us  the  remarks  of  Senator  Arnold  on  the 
Governor's  "Independent  Movement'''. 

"He  wanted  to  knew  when  and  how 
far  this  "purification  act'  was  going  to 
become  operative,   and   when  the  muzzle 
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was  to  be  taken  off.  He  wanted  to  be 
present,  he  said,  when  the  so-called  odor 
of  'skunks'  is  changed  to  violets,  and  for 
that  reason  asked  for  enlightenment  upon 
'this  new  talk  of  more  independence  we 
are  hearing  so  much  about.'  The  Sen- 
ator from  Westerly,  after  the  session  of 
the  Senate,  continued  his  remarks  and 
charged  that  "the  Governor's  new  step  is 
a  plain  admission  that  corruption  has 
been  in  vogue/  and  he  made  further 
comment  upon  the  new  policy.  'I  should 
like  to  know  when  this  muzzle  is  to  come 
oft",  and- when  this  purifying  plan  is  to  be 
presented.  I  think,  for  my  part,  however, 
that  this  muzzle  suggestion  is  new,  and 
1   fail  to  know   where  and  how  long  the 

Gov.  Utter  and  Senator  Arnold  repre- 
sent the  same  town — Westerly. 


Book  Notes  has  been  asked  to  correct 
a  statement  which  the  writer  made  in  his 
'"Indian  Lands".  The  statement  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "Mr.  George  T.  Paine  became 
President  of  the  Society  (Historical) 
and  proceeded  at  once  with  the  publica- 
tion  of   the   ioth   volume   of   the   Collec- 


tions of  the  Society.  He  was  president 
six  months  when  death  came  to  him. 
Since  that  event  this  ioth  volume  has 
been  published"  (Indian  Lands  of  R.  I., 
Si).  Mr.  Brigham,  the  Secretary,  in- 
forms me  that  the  "Society  authorized 
the  Publication  Committee  to  publish  a 
volume  April,  1901";  this  volume  (the 
Harris  Papers)  was  "announced  in  print 
by  the  Publication  Committee  in  March, 
1902''.  The  title  page  bears  the  imprint, 
"Printed  for  the  Society,  1902".  Mr. 
Paine  was  elected  Vice  President  of  the 
Society  in  January.  1902.  The  volume 
was  printed  by  the  Standard  Printing- 
Company,  of  this  city,  of  which  Mr. 
Paine  was  the  principal  owner.  The 
volume,  announced  ai  "iii  t/iiai."  in 
March,  1902,  I  think  was  not  "printed" 
complete  until  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Paine,  in  1903.  Instead  of  saying  as  I 
did  say,  "proceeded  at  once  with  the  pub- 
lication'', after  his  election,  I  might  have 
said,  "continued  at  once  with  the  publi- 
cation". What  I  intended  to  say  was 
that'  George  T.  Paine  was  an  anxious 
promoter  of  the  project  of  printing  the 
"Harris"   papers,   among   the   Collections 
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of  the  Society.  It  is  true.  But  he  was 
otherwise  interested.  He  was  employed 
to  prim  the  volume,  and  as  I  suppose 
was  paid  for  the  work. 

The  Newport  Ciiy  Council  have  rc- 
fused  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Newport 
Police  Commission ;  men  whom  the 
Council'  never  elected  to  office;  but  men 
whom  the  General  Assembly  elected  to 
office,  and  whose  salaries  were  also  fixed 
by  that  body.  The  matter  must  go  be- 
fore the  Court.  The  Hon.  John  T.  Blod- 
gett  is  the  Judge  of  the  Court  in  which 
;he  action  must  be  brought.  Before  his 
election  to  the  bench,  Mr.  Blodgett  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Canvassers  of 
the  city  of  Providence..  1895-1900.  He 
was  elected  by  the  Providence  City 
Council.  His  salary  was  $1,200  in  1896. 
In  1S97,  his  salary  was  increased  to 
$2,500  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  City 
Council  sending  Francis  Colwe'll  to  pro- 
test against  the  action.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge that  Mr.  Blodgett  protested  against 
the  action  of  the  Geueral  Assembly; 
now  that  the  General  Assembly  acted 
without  being  requested  by  somebody, 
in  what  position  to  act  as  a  Judge  in  the 
Newport  case  does  he  stand. 


John  Fiske's  rotten  Rhode  Island  His- 
tory i?  still  taught  in  the  Providence 
schools. 


The  Sunday  Journal  gives  us  this 
charming  bit  of  history: 

rHE  RHODE  ISLAND  BIBLE 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday  Journal  : 

Do  you  know  who  called  the  Provi- 
dence Journal  "The  Rhode  Island 
Bible" ; 

E.   B.   W. 

Providence,   March   1. 

(The  term  appear.-  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed by  common  consent  and  not  to  be 
traceable  to  any  individual. —  Ed.  I 

The  epithet  was  given  by  the  late 
Thomas  Davis,  in  one  of  his  speeches  in 
some  of  the  later  contests  for  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress. Henry  B.  Anthony,  in  the  Jour- 
nal, bitterly  opposed  Mr.  Davis'  election. 
He  tried  seven  times,  and  six  times,  the 
Journal,  Mr.  Davis  thought,  was  the 
cause  of  his  defeats.  It  was  not  the 
'"Rhode  Island  Bible"',  but  the  Providence 
Bible,  that  he  called  the  paper,  for  its 
circulation  throughout  the  state  was  in- 
finitesimal. Some  one  within  a  month 
spoke  in  a  tone  of  contempt  of  this 
Providence  Bible;  yea,  remarked  a  by- 
stander, the  name  came  from  the  anti- 
quity rather  than  from  the  truth  of  its 
article?.  It  is  now  the  book  used  by  the 
Rockefeller  Bible  class. 


The   smashed   Fire    Signal    No.   42S   i.- 
still  waving  in  the  breeze  on  Broadway 


There  seems  to  be  much  discomfort  to 
my  readers  because  1  prefer  using  the 
form  gaul,  instead  of  gall.     One  of  them 


asks    m 


Win 


The  following  from  the  Springfield 
Republican,  the  most  truthful  newspaper 
in  these  United  States,  is  most  sugges- 
tive: 

"The  New  York  Sun  undertakes  to 
demonstrate  that  in  the  present  rap- 
prochement between  the  Roosevelt  Re- 
publicans and  the  Bryan  Democrats,  it 
is  the  president  who  has  ''flopped'  to 
Bryan  rather  than  Bryan  who  has 
'flopped'  over  to  the  president.  This  is  : 
a  contention  which  appears  to  be  well 
established." 


given  in  Stormonth's  Dictionary?  Is  it 
not  an  old  English  word  of  same  orig- 
in?*' Stormonth's  book  is  a  small  one. 
The  word  does  not  appear  in  Bailey's 
Folio  of  1730;  nor  in  Buchanan's  New 
English  Dictionary,  1757;  nor  in  Walker; 
nor  Reid:  nor  Richardson's;  nor  Wor- 
cester; nor  in  Webster;  but  it  does  ap- 
pear in  Murray's  New  English  Diction- 
ary in  these  forms:  Galle,  Gawle,  Gale, 
Gaule,  Gaul,  Gawl,  Gall.  I  prefer  the 
form  gaul  because  people  say  I  put  so 
much  of  it  in  the  ink  which  I  use;  very 
likely  because  of  the  (u)  in  it. 
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In  the  Preface  to  his  novel,  "Alonzo 
and  Melissa,"  published  in  January  or 
February,  l8il,  by  Daniel  Jackson,  Jr.. 
the  author  of. the  novel  uses  this  phrase: 
"Unmeaning  and  inexplicated  incidents 
sounding  upon  the  senses,  but  imper- 
ceptible to  the  understanding."  Thai 
was  written  ninety-four  years  ago.  With- 
in a  week  the  Journal  has  given  us  two 
capital  illustrations  of  the  force  of  young 
Jackson's  paragraph,  for  he  was  only 
twenty  years  oi  age  when  he  wrote  it 
tiicu.  The  Musical  Editor,  in  writing  of 
Kreisler  and  his  Fiddle,  tells  us  that  the 
Fiddler  produced  "a  tone  of  burnished 
transparency".  My  musical  stupdity  is 
so  dense  that  I  don't  know  a  tone  of 
burnished  transparency  >>hv..  I  >ee  it.  I 
have  supposed  that  a  thing  that  was 
transparent  could  be  seen;  but  can'you 
see  a  tone?  So,  too,  with  the  word 
"burnished".  I  had  supposed  that  the 
word  meant,  polished  by  rubbing  with 
something  hard  and   smooth,  as,  for  in- 


stance, Brass.  This  acute  scholar  comes 
then  to  ]\c>~,  and  his  Fiddle.  He  ascribes 
the  power  t>>  produce  harmony  upon  his 
Fiddle  by  Hess  to  "his  digital  dexterity". 
In  such  a  case  Hess  must  be  a  presti- 
digitator. 


The  following  note  concerning  the 
Land  Tenure  clause  in  the  Maryland 
and  Rhode  Island  charter-,  came  to  the 
writer  from  a  man  who  has  given  years 
of  study  to  the  period. of  Rhode  Island 
history,  touched  in  the  last  issue  of  Book 
Notes  and  naturally  gives  the  writer 
pleasure : 
My  Dear  Mr.  Rider : 

I  want  to  say  a  word  to  you  just  now, 

tide  on  Land  Tenure  in  Book  Notes.  In 
my  histor>r  of  the  Colony  from  the  rec- 
ords, notes  I  made  years  ago.  I  stated 
that  the  Arnold  party  withheld  Clark's 
Commission  paper-  to  coerce  him  to 
their  interests,  until,  bv  this   delav,  Gov. 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  tc 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,   1733.     £3.75. 

An  extract  '"Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25). 
Trie  learned  Divine  suggests  the  "put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them  this:  "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
lite  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Annie;-  during  the  Revolutionary 
V.  ar.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trail  of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
Nrew    Haven,    1809.     Price   $10.00.     The 


wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Wiilard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  N.  E.  (B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  Chambers. 
London.     Cloth'.     $3.50. 

This  book  will  show  from  scientific 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub 
merged.     The  book  has  many  wood  cuts. 
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Winthrop,  Jr.,  got  ahead  oi  him  and  se- 
cured the  Connecticut  charter.  I  see  by 
your  present  article  that  you  have  dis- 
covered  this;  and  you  are  the  only  one 
of  the  thousands  of  readers  and  writers 
who  have  discovered  it  and  put  it  in 
print.  The  King  Charles  new  govern- 
ment wouldn't  recognize  Clark  because 
he  had  no  Commission  papers.  The 
Providence  government  had  ordered 
them  to  be  made  out  to  him -long 
AHEAD  of  JVinthrop's  effort,  but  Ar- 
nolds held  them  back.     Hastily. 


iTALIANI  ATTENTI! 
Non  perdtete  11  vnstro  voto. 

Se  non  sapete  MARCARE  la  scheda 
doniandate  del 

-SUPERVISOR- 

die  lui  vi  aiutera'. 

Book    Notes    here    preserves    for    the 

purposes  of  history  a  placard  winch  was 
nailed  upon  those  voting  booths  in  Prov- 
idence  in  the  western  and  northwestern 
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parts  of  the  city.  They  were  placed  to 
control  the  Italian  vote  for  the  election 
of  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 
On  the  night  before  the  election,  las: 
November,  the  Supervisors  were  called 
to  the  Xarragansett  Hotel,  and — instruct- 
ed. These  ignorant  foreigners  had  been 
ka.pt  in  a  constant  daily  stream  to  the 
Clerk's  office  of  the  L\  S.  Court.  What 
could  they  know  concerning  the  election 
of  men  who  were  to  make  our  laws;  se- 
lect our  Judges;  and  elect  our  Senators 
to  Congress;  men  who  could  not  read 
one  word  of  English;  nor  put  two  syl- 
lables together  in  their  own  language? 
Every  man  was  bought,  and  his  vote 
used  to  offset  the  votes  of  the  ablest  and 
most   conservative   Rhode  Island   men. 


Snow     Street,     Providence,     P..     I. 

Pi  escriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


The  Providence  News  seeks  constant- 
ly for  some  lurid  sensational  matter 
wherewith  to  illuminate  its  columns.  If 
the  Nez^s  is  still  being  published,  I  beg 
to  suggest  that  it  give  an  account  of  the 
financial  structure  of  "The  News  Com- 
pany" which  formerly  published  it.  The 
brilliant  ink  would  be  red,  even  if  the 
-W:c?  was  not. 

In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1812".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "'Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  i<= 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 


1 


-r 


£ 


V 

5^ 


4o 


*x 


STRONG,     LIBERAL,    COURTEOUS,    PROGRESSIVE. 


Uf4lON     TRUST     GOJVlPflKY. 

THE    BANK    OF    THE    PEOPLE. 


NO  MAN  CAN  AFFORD  TO  MAKE  THIS  MISTAKE— going 
through  lite  without  saving  money.  It  retards  his  own  progress 
and  darkens  the  future  of  those  dependent  upon  him.  To  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  prosperity  and  a  competence  in  old  age,  start  a 
bank  account  with  us  NOW. 


This  Company  pays   FOUR   PER   CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pa}'  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


Dorrance  and    Westminster  Streets. 


The  Contemporary  Revieiv  for  Jan- 
uary, 1905  (p.  117),  has  a  paper  entitled 
the  "Oxyrhynchus  Sayings  of  Jesus". 
These  ''sayings"  are  the  most  ancient 
manuscript  relating  to  Jesus  of  which 
men  have  present  knowledge.  The  word 
Oxyrhynchus  is  the  name  of  an  Egyptian 
city,  which  once  stood  en  the  west  bank 
of  the  Nile,  in  Lower  Egypt.  It  is  about 
150  miles  south  from  Cairo.  Excavations 
have  been  made  there,  and  these  manu- 
script Sayings  of  Jesus  were  found. 
Book  Notes  reproduces  one  of  them: 

''Saith  Jesus:  A  prophet  is  not  accepta- 
ble i;i  his  own  country  ;  neither  doth  a 
physician  zvork  cures  upon  than  that 
know  /;/>/;." 

The  present  version  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment reads  :  "Matthew  13-57,  Jesus  said 
unto  them,  a  prophet  is  not  without 
honour  save  in  his  own  country,  and  in 
his  own  house." 

It  is  a  curious  omission  from  the  "au- 
thorized" version:  In  whose  interest 
was  the  omission  made?  Have  the  Doc- 
tors for  2000  years  manipulated  both  the 
Law  and  the  Gospel  in  the  interest  of 
'Tlumbuggery  and  druggery"? 


Major's  Second  Edition  of  Walton 
and  Cotton's  Angler,  London,  1824.  A 
large  paper  copy,  bound  in  half  calf. 
Plates  on  India  paper,  16  copper  and  77 
wood,  in  beautiful  condition.     $8.50. 

Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  bin 
with  a  New  .York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.00.  Eor  this  copy  S5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.00. 
Ii  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property,"  etc 

The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,    1727.     5"»-r)0. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral  man   then  living  in  Paris. 
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MITCHELL'S 

ALONZO  AND  MELISSA 

A   HUGH  FRAUD 

IN  AMERICAN  LITERATURE 

EXPOSED  AND  NOW 

DEMONSTRATED. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Times  Book  Review, 
August-  27,  1904,  Mr.  H.  B.  Jackson 
states  that  '"The  author  of  the  story  was 
Daniel  Jackson.  Jr..  my  grandfather/' 
'It  was  printed  in  1811."  "He  was  born 
at  Peru,  N.  Y.,  May  31.  170°-"  "He 
learned  the  facts  while  teaching  in  the 
Plattsburg  Academy.  1808-1810."  "He 
became  acquainted  with  two  officers  sta- 
tioned at  Plattsburg,"  etc. 

These  statements  were  denied  by  Ed- 
ward B.  Reed,  an  assistant  professor  of 
English  Literature  at  Yale,  in  the  Na- 
tion, New  York.  Dec.  8,  1904. 

A  copy  of  the  edition  of  Alonzo  and 
Melissa,  alleged  to  have  been  written  by 
Daniel  Jackson,  Jr.,  fell  into  my  hands 
about  this  time. 

I  obtained  from  Yale.  Mitchell's  Asy- 
lum of  1811  and  the  reprint  of  Jackson's 
book  of  1824.  both  of  which  Mr.  Reed 
had  before  him  when  he  wrote  to  the 
Nation. 

Having  carefully  examined  the  three 
books,  the  writer  hereof  prepared  an  ar- 
ticle on  "Mitchell's"  Alonzo  and  Melissa. 
It  was  printed  in  Book  Notes  January 
'4,  1005-  The  conclusion  reached  was 
that  Mitchell's  book  was  a  remarkable 
literarv  swindle,   now   for   the  first   time 


disclosed.  It  is  unique  in  American  liter- 
ature and  deserves  mention.  Mitchell 
"absorbed"''  the  entire  work  of  Jackson 
verbum  dc  verbo  into  his  i«a>.:dulent 
book.     It  is,  as  I  say,  unique. 

The  Times  Book  Review  reprinted  a 
portion  of  my  article;  but  carefully  ex- 
cluded all  positively  conclusive  evidence 
as,  for  instance,  the  note  relating  to 
"prim  hedges",  front  Jackson's  Alonzo. 
(Book  Notes,  v.  21,  p.  5.)  The  conclu- 
sions reached  by  me  have  been  assaulted 
by  three  individuals.  First,  in  the  Times 
Book  Review,  by  M.  C.  L.  of  Plainfield, 
X.  J.  Second,  by  Edward  B.  Reed,  as- 
sistant professor  of  English  Literature 
at  Yale  College,  in  the  Evening  Post, 
and  in  the  Nation.  Third,  by  Edmund 
Piatt,  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Eagle,  but 
in  the  Times  Book  Review.  I  will  meet 
these  gentlemen  in  regular  order. 
M.  C.  L.  said  :"Mr.  Sidney  S.  Rider's  argu- 
ment printed  in  your  issue  for  Jan.  21,  is 
based  wholly  on  a  miscomputation  that 
make?  his  'vital  fact'  no  fact  at  all.''  My 
answer  is,  that  '"Mr.  Sidney  S.  Rider's 
argument"  was  not  printed  in  the  Times 
Book  Review  of  Jan.  21,  nor  ever  printed 
in  that  periodical.  M.  C.  L.  refers  to  this 
paragraph  : 

"This  book    \va<   copyrighted   by  J 
Nelson,  he  claiming  "as  proprietor".  The 
dale  of  this  copyright  is  "the  second  day 
of   December,   in   the   thirty-fifth  year  of 
the   Independence".     Hence  the  date  of 


the    copyright    was    December    2d,    1811. 
This  is  a  vital  fact  and  fixes  the  fraud.** 
This  vital  fact  consists  of  two  things- 
first,  a  claim,  ,b  proprietor,   for  a  copy- 
right  of  a  book   entitled  "The   Asylum, 
or   Alonzo  and   Melissa,"  alleged   therein 
to  have  been  written  by  1.  Mitchell;  and 
second,   a    date,    to   wit.   "Dec.    2,    in    the 
55th    year    oi    the    Independence."      This 
claim  as   "proprietor"   was   made  by   one,    j 
Jf>hn    Nelson.       This   date   was   given   by    ' 
me  as  1S11.     It  was   1S10.     Within  three    | 
months  of  the  date  of  Nelson's  copyright    i 
Danid    Jackson;    Jr.,    published    a    book    I 
entitled,  "A  Short  Account  of  rfie  Court- 
ship of  Alonzo  and  Melissa,"  Plattsburg,    ; 
1S1.I.     Jackson   claimed,   in  this  book,  to 
i»e    uo in    me   uttiiioi    and    Liic   proprietor. 
U  Nelson's   copyright   was  genuine,  why 
did  he  permit  Jackson  to  do  this?     Nel- 
son's claim   was  then  and  is  now  a  vital 
fact ;  because  whatever  its  date,  it  was  a    l 
fraudulent  claim.     I  printed  the  date  ex- 
actly  correct    from   the   book.      My   com-    I 
putation  was  erroneous.     But  both  state-    ; 
ments  are  within  four  lines  of  each  other. 
hence  there  was  no  fatal  clanger.     I  deny    :' 
the  statement  of  M.   C.  L.  that  my  "ar-    • 


SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF 

THB 

COURTSHIP  OF 

ALONZO  &  MELISSA 

SITTING  FORTH  THEIR 

JlARDSHIfS  AXt>  »irrtCCi-TIES> 

CAUSED  BV  THE  3ABBAMTT 

OF  AN  UNFEELING  FATHER. 


Ir.  ev*ry  vary'd  fKjsr^re,  place  and  hour. 
How  widow 'd  ev'ry  thought  of  ey'iy  jot 
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181!. 

gumeuf'  was  based  solely  on  this  date. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  assault,  by 
Ass't  Prof.  Edward  B.  Reed  of  Yale. 
This  trained  scholar  said:  "By  omitting 
the  episode,  and  by  judicious  condensa- 
tion    the    two    volume    Asylum    was    re- 
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duced  to  a  single  volume,  by  a  certain 
Daniel  Jackson,  Jr.  ;  this  revision  of 
Jackson's  under  the  new  title  of  "Alonzo 
and  Melissa,''  obtained  an  extraordinary 
circulation,  while  the  "Asylum"  was  not 
reprinted."  Again,  "It  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice that  Jackson's  Alonzo  and  Melissa 
was  never  copyrighted,  fur  the  simple 
reason  that  the  book  was  stolen  from 
Mitchell's  Asylum,  and  hence  no  copy- 
right could  be  obtained." 

The  learned  scholar  is  here  writing  of 
two  different   books.     The  first   ii>  Jack- 
son's   Alonzo    of    1824.      The    second    is 
Jackson's  Alonzo  of  J 8 1  r .     He  describes 
the   edition   of   1824  as   being  a   revision  1 
of  Mitchell's  Asylum.     1  deny  his  state- 
ment.    It  was  not  a  revision  u£  that,  nor  1 
of  any  other  book.     It  was  a  clean  reprint  j 
of  Jackson's  first  edition  of   181 1.     This  j 
learned  Ass't  Professor  of  Literature  de-  j 
scribes  this   1824  edition  as  being  a  '".in-  I 
dicious    condensation   of   Mitchell's   Asy- 
lum   by   a    certain    Daniel    Jackson,    Jr." 
1    deny   the    statement.      There    is    not    a 
vestige   of   truth    in   it.     This   reprint   of  j 
1824  was  a  reprint  of  Jackson's  "Alonzo" 
of  181  r,  in  which  there  was  not  one  word  ! 


of  Mitchell's  work.  This  Professor  of 
Literature  having  declared  Jackson's 
Alonzo  to  be  a  revised  reprint  of  the 
.  Isylum.  admits  three  lines  further  on, 
that  Mitchell's  .'Isylum  :<as  never  re- 
printed; he  contradicts  himself.  But 
here  is  .something  still  more  extraordi- 
nary, he  said :  "Jackson's  'Alonzo  and 
Melissa'  was  never  copyrighted  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  book  zvas  stolen 
from  Mitchell's  Asylum,  and  hence  no 
copyright  could  be  obtained.  flow  a 
Professor  of  Literature  could  write  such 
stuff,  is  beyond  comprehension.  When 
has  it  ever  been  judicially  shown  that 
Jackson's  book  was  stolen  from  the 
"Asylum"?  Never  has  it  been  shown,  and 
it   never  can  be  shown. 

Mitchell's  Asylum,  according  to  Reed. 
was  not  in  condition  to  be  "stolen  from" 
until  sometime  in  October,  1811,  while 
Jackson's  Alonzo  was  in  existence,  in 
book  form,  before  the  issue  of  Mitchell's 
"Proposal"  of  publication. 

Jackson,  in  his  edition  of  "Alonzo." 
published  before  March  20th,  rSir,  not 
less  than  eight  months  before  the  Asylum 
was  published,  claimed  to  be  the  autho)  ; 
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and  as  published  he  specifically  declared 
himself  to  be  the  Proprietor.     Thus,  re- 
gardless   of    Nelson's   copyright,  Jackson 
could  claim  a  copyright,  and  no  District 
Clerk  could   refuse   to  give  him  a  copy- 
right;    as    between    the    rights    of   panics 
a  Court  alone  could  decide.     But  Nelson   j 
never   attempted  to  maintain  his   title  in   i 
any  way.     It   was  a   fraud   from   start  to   I 
finish.     Jackson   claimed  against   Nelson,   I 
and  enforced  his  claim  by  publishing  his   J 
book;    and    the   publication    of    his    book 
ran  on  for  seventy  years;  while  Nelson's 
copyrighted    fraud    never  appeared   after   j 
ill   first  issue  in   1S11. 

Here  were  two  distinct  novels  woven  i 
into  one;  neither  of  which  had  any  con-  j 
nection  with  the  other.  Ass't  Prof,  j 
Reed  admits  it.  If  Jackson  stole  I 
his  work  from  Mitchell,  then  the  Ian-  I 
gnage  was  Mitchell's;  the  learned  scholar  J 
admits  that  Mitchell's  work  had  no  con-  I 
nection  whatever  with  Alonzo  and  Me- 
lissa, and  yet  charges  Jackson  with  being  j 
a  thief.  How  any  real  scholar  dares  to 
make  such  a  statement  is  impossible  to  j 
understand.  There  were  two  books,  and  i 
just    two    authors,    one    of    them    was    a  " 


thief — the  other  was  Daniel  Jackson,  Jr. 
Mr.  Reed  says  Jackson  stole  ''Alonzo 
and    Melissa"    from    Mitchell's    Asylum. 

If  he  stole  it,  then  the  language  in  both 
books  was  the  work  of  the  same  hand. 
1:  seems  strange  that  a  Professor  of 
Literature  did  not  observe  the  difference 
in  style  between  the  two  men.  The  style 
of  Mitchell  has  no  more  resemblance  to 
the  style  of  Jackson,  than  has  the  style 
of  Scott  to  the  style  of  Dumas.  The 
learned  scholar  says,  concerning  Mit- 
chell's work  in  the  "Asylum",  the  first 
volume  containing  an  introduction,  a 
most  entertaining  preface  comprising  a 
short  dissertation  on  novel,  and  a 
lengthy  episode  that  has  practically  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  mam  plot,  ot  Jack- 
son's Alonzo  and  Melissa.  (Nation,  8th 
Dec.)  Again,  "This  episode  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  main  plot,  yet  it  oc- 
cupied a  large  part  of  one  of  the  two 
volumes"  (Reed,  in  Evening  Post,  3d 
Feb.). 

I  now  come  to  the  third  attack,  that 
by  Edmund  Piatt  (Times  Book  Review), 
iSth  Feb.,  1905.  Mr;  Piatt  says :  "Mr. 
Sidnev    S.    Rider   hinges   his    whole   case 
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for  Daniel  Jackson's  authorship  of 
Alonzo  am!  Melissa,  on  the  date  of  the 
copyright  by  Isaac  Mitchell."  Again, 
"Mr.  Rider  should  produce  something 
more,  as  evidence  that  Jackson  published 
an  edition  of  this  hook  in  181 J  in  Platts- 
burg,  than  a  book  bearing  that  date." 

1  deny  that  the  whole  case  hinges  upon 
the  matter  of  the  date  of  copyright.  1 
deny  that  Isaac  Mitchell  ever  tool-:  out 
or  procured  a  copyright  ;  and  I  maintain 
that  the  real  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  a  certain  book  consists  in  exhibiting 
it.  and  this  I   did. 

In  March,  1811,  there  appeared  in  the 
Political  Barometer,  a  weekly  paper  pub- 
lished at  Poughkeepsie.  X.  Y.,  a  Pro- 
posal to  publish  by  subscription,  "The 
Asylum,  or  "Alonzo  and  Melissa",  by  I. 
Mitchell.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  copyright  ran  to  John  Nelson  as 
Proprietor /  but  this  Proposal  was  issued 
by  Joseph  Nelson.  The  writer  of  the 
proposal  was  Mitchell.  Thrice  he  speaks 
of  himself  as  the  author.  In  it  occurs 
this  paragraph,  referring  to  the  novel 
Alonzo  and  Melissa,  "The  historic  part 
was  moulded  into  form  by  the  writer  in 
the   leisure  hours   of  his  juvenile  \rears ; 


methodized    and    delineated, 


it    appcarec 


heretofore  in  the  Political  Barometer." 
Who  was  the  zvriter  who  "moulded  into 
form"  the  historic  part  of  Alon/.o  and 
Melissa  "in  his  juvenile  year*"?  How- 
did  these  juvenile  year-  coincide  with 
the  time  when  Alonzo  and  Melissa  could 
have  appeared  in  the  Political  Barome- 
ter? This  paper  was  started  in  J 802  by 
Mitchell;  he  sold  the  paper  and  the  plant 
in  1806  to  Thomas  Nelson;  the  latter 
continued  the  publication.  Research  has 
been  made  for  me  at  Albany,  Pough- 
keepsie and  at  the  New  York  Historical 
Society.  No  part  of  Alonzo  and  Melissa 
appeared  in  the  Barometer  previous  to 
'May.  1807:  nor  does  any  portion  appear 
after  March,  1810.  If  ever  printed  in 
that  paper,  as  Mitchell  says  that  it  was, 
it  must  have  been  between  May,  1807, 
and    February.    i8ro.      This    acrees    with 


the  statement  of  the  grandson  of  Daniel 
Jackson.  Jr.,  who  says  that  his  grand- 
father, about  1808-1810,  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  two  officers  at  Plattsburg, 
who  told  him  the  story.  Daniel  Jack- 
son, "Jr.,  was  then  seventeen  years  old, 
and  not  yet  twenty,  at  the  end  of  1810. 
Ass't  Prof.  Reed  states  that  Mitchell's 
daughter,  Aurelia,  was  married  about 
February  8,  181 1.  Was  Mitchell's  "juve- 
nile years"  from  1808  to  1810,  when  his 
daughter  must  have  been  twenty  years  of 
age;  or  was  "Alonzo  and  Melissa"  writ- 
ten by  Mitchell  before  his  marriage, 
about  1790?  The  whole  statement  is  a 
play  upon  words.  It  is  a  plain  admis- 
sion by  Mitchell  that  he  was  not  the 
-  .)-o^i-  ot  ti-w»  "historic  ppr<-"  but  that  it 
was  written  by  a  man  in  his  "juvenile 
years".  The  Barometer  was  not  in  ex- 
istance  during  the  juvenile  years  oi  Isaac 
Mitchell.  What  is  the  meaning  of  Mit- 
chell's words  "moulded  into  form"', 
"methodized"  and  "delineated"  as  ap- 
plied to  the  writing  out  of  a  story?  Such 
language  was  used  by  Mitchell  merely 
to  deceive.  Did  Mitchell,  in  his  "juve- 
nile years'',  produce  children  in  j 790,  as 
indeed  he  did  with  his  daughter  "Aure- 
lia"'? Ass't  Prof.  Reed  maintains  that 
"Mitchell  was  a  trained,  and  by  no  means 
a  young  man  when  his  book  was  pub- 
lished" (Nation,  Dec.  8,  1904).  How 
then  could  Mitchell  be  the  zvriter,  "in 
his  juvenile  years", when  Alonzo  and  Me- 
lissa was  published  in  the  Political  Baro- 
meter in  1808  or  i8to?  Thomas  Nelson 
bought  and  owned  the  Barometer;  be- 
took his  sons  into  the  partnership.  Dur- 
ing this  partnership,  if  ever,  "Alonzo  and 
Melissa"  was  printed  in  the  paper.  How 
did  this  make  John  Nelson  "proprietor", 
and  how  make  Joseph  Nelson  the  "pub- 
lisher"? If  owners,  they  were  joint  own- 
ers. What  right  has  a  newspaper  pub- 
lisher to  copyright  the-  contributions  of 
authors,  save  with  the  author's  consent; 
or  how  can  a  copyright  be  taken  out 
years  after  publications  have  become 
public    property?      Even     authors     could 
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not  do  it.  much  less  newspaper  publish- 
ers. Such  talk  is  sheer  legal  nonsense. 
Jackson  published  "Alonzo"  at  Platts- 
biirg  in  1S11.  On  the  title  page  he  de- 
clared himself  the  Author  and  the  Pro- 
prietor. 1  assert  that  this  was  dove  by 
him  before  March  of  that  year.  In  March 
of  that  year.  Nelson  issued  his  proposal; 
in  it  he  used  Jackson's  Preface,  almost 
verbally  in  pans.  This  preface  had  not 
before  been  printed.  I  will  use  the  dead- 
ly parallel  : 


Jackson's  Preface- 

"The  writerbelieves 
that  generally  he  has 
copied  nature." 

"If  the  writer  is  not 
Mistaken,  it  is  not  un- 
friendly to  religion 
and  to  virtue." 

'"The  story  contains 
no  indecorous  stimu- 
lants." 

"Nor  is  it  filled  with 
unmeaning  and  in- 
explicated  incidents" 


Mitchell's  Proposal. 

"The  author  in  his 
description  has'  at- 
tempted to  copy  na- 
ture." 

"It  is  not  unfriend- 
ly to  virtue  and  reli- 
gion." 

'  It  contains  nothing 
irreligious,  or  inde- 
corous, nothing  but 
■what  will  bear  the 
scrutiny  and  investi- 
gation of  the  most 
modest  and  most  mor- 
al eye." 

"His  incidents  are 
not  involved  in  inex- 
plicable mystery."' 

Mitchell  speaks  of  himself  in  this  Pro- 
posal three  times  as  the  ''author*',  thus: 
"The  author  anticipated  difficulties." 
"Whether  the  author  has  succeeded, 
etc.**  "To  rescue  from  reproach  the  repu- 
tation of  a  sentimental  story  has  been  the 
author's  aim  in  the  proposed  publica- 
tion/' 

But  the  "Historic  part  was  moulded 
into  form  by  the  writer  ("of  it),  in  the 
leisure  hours  of  his  juvenile  years.*' 

Mitchell  continues :  "It  will  now  be 
published  on  a  more  ample  and  extend- 
ed, scale,  in  which  former  deficiencies 
are  supplied,  preceding  errors  corrected, 
and  neze  characters,  scenes  and  occur- 
rences introduced."  If  tin-  language  is 
not  an  acknowledgment  by  Mitchell  that 
Jackson's  " Alonzo  and  Melissa"  had  been 
published  before  the  proposed  publica- 
tion of  "The  Asylum,  or  Alonzo  and 
Melissa",  then  it  has  no  meaning:.     If  it 


was  printed  before  March,  iSn,  as  Mit- 
chell here  admits,  then  Mitchell  did  not 
write  the  previous  publication. 

Under  the  fierce  light  of  these  plain 
admissions  by  Mitchell,  what  becomes  of 
the  assertion  of  Ass't  Prof.  Peed  that 
"Jackson's  Alonzo  and  Melissa  :eas 
never  copyrighted,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  book  zcas  stolen  from  Mitchell's 
Asylum''?  And  such  stuff  was  printed 
by  the  Nation!  There  i<  not  an  iota  of 
sense,  nor  reason  in  it. 

This  is  evidence  of  the  most  positive 
character;  but  1  will  bring  more  of  it. 
Mere  is  a  paragraph,  and  a  note,  from 
both  books,  of   181 1  : 


JACKSON'S. 

lackson  said  in  the 
text:  "  Concealed  on 
all  sides  from  the 
sight  by  irregular 
rows  of  large  Locusts 
and  F.lm  trees,  dry 
prirn  hedges  and 
green  shrubbery  (ed 
1811,  p.  73). 

Now  the  note  refer- 
ring to  the  word 
"  prim": 

"Thebo'anical  name 
of  this  shrub  is  not 
recollected.  There 
were  formerly  a  great 
numberof prim  hedg- 
es in  New  -Hnglaud 
and  other  parts  of 
America.  W  h  a-t  is 
most  remarkable  is 
that  they  all  died  the 
year  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the 
American  War." 


MITCH  KLLS. 

"  Mitr-h^lV.       .   ~  ~   < 

reads:  "Concealed  on 
all  sides  from  view 
by  irregular  rows  of 
large  Locusts  and 
Kim  trees,  dry  Prim 
hedges  ,  and  green 
shrubbery"  (v.  2,  p. 
59). 

Now  the  note  refer- 
ling  to  the  w  ord 
"Prim": 

"The  L  j  gu  st  r  u  m 
vulgare  of  Linnaeus. 
There  were  formerly 
a  great  number  of 
prim  hedges  in  New 
Kngland  and  other 
parts  of  America.  II 
is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  they  almost  all 
died  the  year  previous 
to  the  commencement 
of  the  American  War" 


If  Jackson  stole  his  book  from  Mit- 
chell's Asylum,  why  did  he  say,  "The 
botanical  name  of  this  shrub  is  not  re- 
collected"? Reed  says  he  stole  his  book: 
was  not  this  Latin  name  in  it,  when  he 
stole  it?  If  Jackson's  Alonzo  was  pub- 
lished before  the  Asylum,  as  indeed  it 
was.  many  months  before,  did  not  Mit- 
chell have  leisure  to  hunt  up  the  latin 
name,  and  insert  it  in  Jackson's 
This  single  fact  is  conclusive  evi 
of  the  literary  fraud  perpetrated  by  Mit- 
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and     destruction 


everything 


cnei 

which  Reed  has  advanced. 

This  very  learned  Ass'i  Prof,  of  Eng- 
lish Literature  says:  "We  know  that  it 
(Mitchell's  Asylum,  or  Alonzo  and  Me- 
lissa) was  <^]il  in  New  York  Oct.  g, 
l8ii."  He  cannot  prove  the  sale  of  a 
single  copy  in  New  York  then,  or  ever, 
as  I  believe.  But  then  he  makes  this 
astdunding  assertion:  "Between  that 
date,  Oct.  o.  [Sil,  and  January..  i8u. 
ihere  was  ample  time  for  Jackson  to  cut 
down  the  Asylum,  and  bring  it  out  as  his 
Alonzo  and  Melissa  dated  r8il."  Let  us 
>ee.  Jackson  had  just  S2  day.-  in  a  new 
town  almost  on  the  borders  of  Canada, 
in  which  to  make  extracts  from  the  two 


the 


'lsxiiim,    arrange 


these 


volumes    oi 

CXiraci>      jiilu      d      ee'ilipielo,      CGilCCCUtlVC 

narrative,  have  the  type  set  by  hand, 
print,  and  bind  in  leather,  an  octavo  vol- 
ume of  21S  pages.  There  were  twenty- 
eight  forms  of  press  work,  and  that  by  a 
hand  press.  This  ''learned''  professor's 
statement  is  another  dozairight  absurdity, 
concerning  such  a  construction  of  books. 
President  Angell,  of  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, lias  recently  said:  "It  would  be 
very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  adopt 
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in  large  part  the  languages  of  various 
writers  and  so  connect  or  unite  the  ex- 
tracts as  to  make  a  sequent  narrative.'" 
If  such  work  was  impossible  where  sev- 
eral authors  were  used,  it  must  have 
Keen  al  least  slow  and  difficult  when  bul 
a  single  author  was  used.  Jackson's 
book  consisted  of  218  pages.  Mitchell's 
work  consisted  of  about  550  pages.  If 
Jackson  was  the  literary  thief,  he  had. 
according  to  Ass't  Prof.  Reed,  just 
eighty-two  days  in  which  to  do  his  work. 
If  Mitchell  was  the  thief,  he  had  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  days  in  which  to 
do  his  work,  and  but  one-halt  the  num- 
ber of  pages  to  absorb. 

I  have  still  one  more  absurdity  of  a 
Tunes  Boo!;  Review  correspondent  to 
frmch.  -V  writer.  S.  E.  S.,  4th  March 
said:  "'Mitchell  had  a  young  and  very 
pretty  (of  course)  daughter  named  Au- 
relia,  who  was  really  the  author  of  the 
book."'  Mitchell  in  his  "Proposal"  said: 
"The  writer  in  the  leisure  hours  of  his 
juvenile  years,  etc.*'  Was  the  writer  of 
the  novel  a  masculine  or  a  feminine? 


PROPOSALS. 
By  JOSEPH   NELSON  of  Poughkeep- 

s'ie, 
For  publishing,  by  subscription,  an  orig- 
inal   work,   to   be   entitled 
THE  ASYLUM; 
or 
ALONZO   AND   MELISSA. 
An  American  tale,  founded  on  fact. 
In  Two  Volumes. 

By  I.   Mitchell. 
Former    Editor    of    the    Political    Baro- 
meter,  and   late   Editor  of  the 
Republican  Crisis. 

In  offering  this  work  to  the  public,  the 
utthor  anticipates  the  difficulties  he  will 
have  to  encounter.  I:  will  be  considered 
1  Novel,  and  such  has  been  the  prostitu- 
tion of  talent  (where,  indeed,  talent  has 
been  exhibited),  in  this  species  of  writ- 
ing, that.  with,  many,  novel  is  esteemed 
but  a  more  courtly  name  for  licentious- 
ness. 

Li  a  certain  degree  the  opinion  is  just; 
yet    there    are    exceptions    to    the    case; 
works   of   this   kind   exist,   honour;;' 
the 'writers   and    to  'the   countries 
gave  them  birth;  but  as  those  of  2  con- 
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trary  description  are  far  the  must  numer- 
ous,  they    form   a    general    character   for 
the  whole  cla>s.     The  gold  is  soiled  by  j 
the  dross. 

To  rescue  from  reproach  the  reputa- 
tion of  sentimental  story,  has  been  the  : 
author's  aim  in  the  proposed  publica-  '. 
tion.  He  believes  that  novel?  may  be  : 
so  written  as  to  improve  the  mind  while 
they  amuse  the  fancy:  to  amend,  as  well  j 
as  lo  interest,  the  heart. 

NOVEL   is    of   two   kinds — where   the  : 
principal     characters    and    incidents    are  j 
real,     and     where     imaginary.       Of     the 
former  cast  is  the  one  now  presented  for 
patronage.     The    leading  personages    are 
living.     To  some  of  the  events   de-  , 
1.    witnesses    yet    remain    to    attest. 
Tie  historic  part  K'as  moulded  into  form 
by  the  writer  in  the  leisure  hours  of  his 
juzvnUe    years:    methodized    and    deline- 
ated, it   appeared,  heretofore,  in  the   Po- 
lii  cal    Barometer;    it    will    now   be    pub- 
lished   en    a    more    ample   and    extended 
e,    in    which    former    deficiencies    are 
supplied,  preceding  errors  corrected,  and 
characters,  scenes,  and   occurrences 
introduced. 

WHETHER  the  author  has  succeeded 

-  design,  is   for  the  public  to  decide. 

li'  descripti   n  he  has  attempted  to  copy 

nature,    in    narrative    to    be    explicit    and 

His    characters,    he   believes,    not 

ilexingly,    or    needlessly    multiplied. 


His  incidents  are  not  involved  in  inex- 
plicable mystery,  and  unless  he  is  mis- 
taken, will  be  found  interesting.  One 
tiling  he  may  venture  to  affirm,  that, 
whatever  be  its  defects,  it  contains  noth- 
ing irreligious  or  indecorous :  nothing 
but  what  will  bear  the  scrutiny  and  in- 
vestigation of  the  most  modest,  or  most 
moral  eye.  It  is  not  unfriendly  to  virtue 
and  religion. 

As  an  original  publication,  the  terms 
are  moderate.  It  is  an  American  produc- 
tion ;  the  scenery,  though  extended  to 
Europe,  is  laid  in  Boston,  New  London, 
Charleston  (S.  -C.)  and  in  various  other 
parrs  of  the  United  States. 

CONDITIONS. 

I.  'i  he  work  will  be  printed  on  good 
paper,  with  a  new  and  elegant  type. 

II.  Each  volume  will  consist  of  about 
250  pages,  large  duodecimo. 

III.  Price  to  Subscribers,  Si. 25  per 
volume,  neatly  bound  and  lettered:  in 
boards,  $J  per  volume,  to  be  paid  on 
delivery  of  the  books.  To  non-subscrib- 
ers the  price  will  be  enhanced. 

The  work  will  be  ready  for  deliver) 
about  the  first  of  August. 

Any  person  procuring  twelve  subscrib- 
ers, and  becoming  reSp  -  to  the 
publisher  for  the  payment  of  the  sub- 
scription money,  shall  have  the  13th  copy 
gratis. 
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THE  CONTRIBUTIONS  OF  RHODE 

ISLAND    TO    THE    AMERICAN 

UNION.     AN   ADDRESS   BY 

JUDGE        LE        BARON 

BRADFORD    COED 

This  address  was  delivered  on  Rhode 
Island  Day  at  the  St.  Louis  "Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition"  on  the  5th  of  last 
October.  It  covers  only  eighteen  printed 
pages.  In  its  brevity  lies  the  key  which 
opens  it  to  the  common  mind,  and  its 
force  lies  in  its  direct  simplicity.  There 
is  no  waste  of  words.  No  man,  living 
nor  dead,  has  ever  before  set  forth  these 
contributions  which  the  foundation  of 
Rhode  Island  made  in  the  construction 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
in  such  splendid  form  as  Judge  Colt  has 
here  done  it. 

In  1636,  Roger  Williams  founded 
Providence  upon  the  then  unknown 
principle  of  a  civil  government  by  the 
permanent  inhabitants  having  no  power 
over  religious  matters.  Today  every' 
town  and  city  in  the  United  States  rests 
upon  the  same  foundation.  In  1643 
Roger  Williams  wrote  for  Parliament  a 
Colonial  charter  upon  the  principle  of 
soul  liberty — purely  democratic — a  gov- 
ernment of  the  People,  for  the  People, 
by  the  People.  It  is  this  principle  which 
lies  under  every  constitution  of  every 
State   in   these   United   States. 

In  no  way  can  I  so  vividly  show  the 
fine  thoughts  in  this  address  as  I  can  by 
reproducing  a  few  of  them  independent- 


ly. The  meaning  of  these  sentences  is 
sufficiently  clear,  and  no  explanatory 
comrnentarv  bv  mvself  is  necessary 
There  they  stand,  look  at  them,  and 
thank  God  that  you  are  a  Rhode  Island- 
er. With  becoming  modesty,  I  come  to 
the  support  of  Judge  Colt  in  another 
way;  with  whatever  force  I  can  com- 
mand I  will  maintain  their  truthfulness; 
for  they  rest  upon  bedrock.  Here  I 
give  you  specimens : 

1. 
"The  compact  on  board  the  Mayflower 
must  be  supplemented  by  the  compact  on 
the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay  before 
we  reach  the  foundations  on  which  rest 
the  union  of  these  States. 

2. 
"To  a  democratic  theocracy  clothed 
with  civil  power  Rhode  Island  added  the 
vital  and  saving  element  of  untrammelled 
religious  freedom ;  the  absolute  separa- 
tion of  Church  and  State;  the  declara- 
tion of  intellectual  liberty  of  thought 
and   speech   in   its   modern   and  broadest 

3. 

"The  Rhode  Island  doctrine  of  re- 
gious  freedom  stands  as  the  first 
amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  is  incorporated  imp  the  organic  law 
of  every  State. 

4 
"But   what   Rhode  Island  first   gave   to 

the  world  has  a  deeper  and  broader  sig- 
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nificance;  religious  liberty  was  a  turning 
point  in  Universal  History. 

5- 

"In  the  presence  of  the  far-reaching 
and  momentous  consequences  which 
have  flowed  from  this  doctrine  of  Soul 
Liberty,  Rhode  Island  i.>  entitled  to  high 
distinction  among  her  sister  States,  and 
her  founder  to  the  imperishable  honor, 
admiration  and  gratitude  of  all  mankind. 
6. 

"Hut  the  contributions  of  Rhode  Is- 
land to  the  American  Union  are  of 
wider  import.  Roger  Williams  was  the 
first  modern  statesman,  and  Rhode  Is- 
land was  the  first:  modern  democracy. 

"For  her  early  government  there  was 
no  precedent ;  it  was  a  novel  experiment. 
an  anomaly  in  history. 

8. 

"The  principles  on  which  Rhode  Is- 
land was  founded  have  become  the  car- 
dinal principles  of  free  government. 
She  gave  these  principles  to  our  politi- 
cal system,  since  she  was  the  earliest  to 
incorporate  them  into  a  civil  compact. 


9- 

"The  Providence 'Compact  of  1637,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  submitted  them- 
selves to  a  government  "only  in  civil 
things",  is  the  earliest  written  instrument 
of  a  free  government. 
10. 

"It   was  a   government   limited  to  civil 
powers   vested    in   the   Body  of   Freemen 
upon  terms  of  absolute  equality. 
11. 

"We    have    here    the    first    example    in 
this  country  of  a  Federal  Union;  it  was 
composed   of   four   independent    towns. 
12. 

"Here  was  laid  down  for  the  fir^t  time 
the  fundamental  doctrine  which  is  sub- 
sequently iuniiu  in  Luc  Declaration  oi 
Independence,  that  government  rests 
upon  the  free  and  voluntary  consent  of 
all,  or  of  the  greater  part  of  the  free 
inhabitants." 

With  becoming  deference  I  am  slightly 
it  variance  with  Judge  Colt  concerning 
'he  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Trevett  case  ;  but  space  prevents  me 
"rom  touching  the  question  in  this  Book 
Notes. 


THE  CHARTER  OF  THE 


MANUFACTURERS  TRUST  COMPANY 

73   WESTMINSTER   STREET, 


in  express  terms  gives  to  depositors  the  security  of  the  double  liability 
of  its  stockholders. 

ACTIVE  ACCOUNTS  of  INDIVIDUALS,  FIRMS  and  COR- 
PORATIONS will  receive  prompt  and  liberal  treatment. 

Money  deposited  on  PARTICIPATION  ACCOUNT  will  draw 
interest  at  good  investment  rates  and  will  have  the  security  of  the 
capital  and  surplus  of  the  company. 


5i 


ANOTHER  ARNOLD  FORGERY  JX 

CONNECTION  WITH  AN 
INDIAN  DEED. 
In  my  reviews  of  Prof.  Osgood's 
American  Colonies  I  noted  the  fact  that 
the  learned  gentleman  said,  "William 
Arnold  and  his  friends  bought  lands 
from  Socononoco  without  the  consent  oi 
Miantinomi"  (Anier.  Col.  i,  349).  There 
are  but  two  Deeds  in  existence,  so  far 
as  now  known,  signed  by  this  petty  In- 
dian chief,  one  to  William  Arnold  and 
one  to  Benedict  Arnold.  There  is  no 
deed  by  this  Indian  to  any  other  "friend* 
of  William  Arnold.  1  now  propose  con- 
sidering the  conditions  and  circumstances 
of  these  two  Deeds.  The  only  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  these  two  Deeds  is 
their  record  at  Boston  (Suffolk  Records 
l,  6s).  Both  Deeds  were  apparently 
signed  at  Boston  on  the  same  day  (9,  8, 
1645),  Oct.  9th,  1645,  and  sworn  before 
Mr.  Nowel.  The  Deed  recorded  to  Wil- 
liam Arnold  refers  to  a  former  Deed, 
30,  11,  1641.  But  no  such  Deed  is  now 
in  existence.  The  Deed  as  recorded  at 
Boston  to  Benedict  Arnold  refers  to  one 
dated  ■  15,  T2,  1644.  Prof.  Osgood  ap- 
parently  attempted    to    establish    a    point 


by  these  Deeds,  holding  them  to  be  evi- 
dence of  the  sale  of  lands  by  this  inferior 
chief  "without  the  consent  of  Mianti- 
nomi". Since  Miantinomi  had  been 
secretely  murdered,  under  the  ad- 
vice of  Massachusetts  clergymen,  and 
had  indeed  been  murdered  in  Sep 
tember,  1643,  might  it  not  have  been 
difficult  to  obtain  the  Great  Sachem's 
consent?  The  political  purpose  of  this 
murder  was  to  scatter  his  power  among 
a  parcel  of  Indian  villages,  and  thus  get 
the  title  of  those  who  had  before  been 
simply  inferior  chiefs.  The  William  Ar- 
nold Deed  refers  to  a  previous  Deed, 
dated  30  (11). .1641.  No  such  document 
is  now  in  existence,  nor  anywhere  upon 
record.  In  November,  1641,  Miantinomi 
as  Chief  Sachem  ol  the  Aarragansett 
country  sold  to  John  Greene  the  lands 
known  as  Occupasnetuxet ;  in  accordance 
with  Indian  law,  Socononoco  a^  Sachem 
of  Pazitu.ret  witnessed  the  Deed.  If  the 
learned  writer  s  statement  is  a  fact, 
would  Socononoco  have  been  likely  to 
ask  Miantinomi's  consent  to  sell  lands 
of  which  Socononoco  had  witnessed  the 
sale  some  weeks  previously?  It  was 
merely  Arnold's  trickery  to  antedate  the 
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Gorton  and  the  Greene  purchases.    Hap-  against     their    neighbors     (Prov.     Early 

pily    it    failed.       These   transactions   have  Rec.  5,  p.  29,  30;  also  Mass.  Col.  Rec.  3. 

been  carefully  treated  heretofore  by  the  432). 

writer  (Book  Notes,  v.  5,  p.  69).  In  Both  father  and  sou  violated  the  Eng- 
ine light  of  these  facts,  what  becomes  of  lish  law  in  witnessing  each  other's  Deeds, 
the  point  that  Socononoco  sold  lands  "No  exceptions  are  good  against  a  wit- 
without  the  consent  of  Miantinomi  which  ness  (to  a  Deed)  but  those  that  prove 
Prof.  Osgood  attempted  to  make?  him  to  want  discretion;  /c>  be  a  party  in 

The    learned    writer    ^ays    these    docu-  interest";  an  infidel,  etc.,  etc.  (Hawkins's 

ments  were  given  by  "the  chief"  of  Paw-  Coke's  Institutes,   1,  8).     'Plus  was  writ- 

tuxet.     He  emits  the  word  sachem.     But  ten  by  Coke  in   162S.  seventeen  years  be- 

Socpnonoco     is    given     the    title    "Chief  fore    this    illegal    work    by    the    Arnolds.. 

Sachem   of  Pazi'tuxet''  in  but  one  of  the  That  which  made  father  and  son  "parties 

Deeds,    that    supposed     to    be     given     to  in  interest"  was  the  law  of  primogeniture. 

Benedict     Arnold.      The     only     existing  Benedict  Arnold  was  the  eldest  son  and 

knowledge  of  this  William  Arnold  docu-  held    his    father's    estate    as    against    his 

ment   is  this   Suffolk  Record.  brother  and  sister.     This  act  on  the  part 

run  a  very  different  muiv  must  be  yold  of  Benedict  Arnold  was  m  direct  viola- 
concerning  the  Deed  to  Benedict  Arnold.  tion  of  the  charter  of  1663.  under  the 
Like  the  first,  it  was  signed  at  Boston  land  tenure  claim,  "To  be  hoiden  of  us 
before  Mr.  Nowel,  and  witnessed  there,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  as  of  the 
9  (8),  1645.  Benedict  Arnold  the  son  Manor  of  East  Greenwich  in  our  Coun- 
witnessed  the  Deed  to  his  father,  and  .  ty  of  Kent  in  Free  and  common  soc- 
William-  Arnold  the  father  witnessed  the  cage".  It  was  Gavelkind  and  William 
Deed  to  his  son.  The  law  of  primogen-  Arnold's  lands  descended  to  all  sons  in 
iture  made  these  two  witnesses  parties  common.  (See  Book  Notes,  v.  22, 
in  interest.  Richard  Chasmore  was  a  p.  41.)  The  Deed  to  Benedict  Arnold 
renegade  Indian  used  by  these  two  Ar-  was  recorded  at  Providence  many 
nolds    in    their    land    grabbing    schemes  !    years    after    the    Boston    record     (Prov. 
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Early  Rec.  4,  iooj.  The  record  In  another  record,  made  in  1059.  ih« 
immediately  preceding  it  bears  date  1705.  language  is:  "The  great  fresh  water 
and  the  record  immediately  following  it  river  which  runneth  downe  the  frail 
was  made  in  1697.  This  Deed  bears  this  called  Pawtuxet"  (Prow  Early  Rec.  i, 
note:  "Witnessed  by  William  Arnold  106).  The  reference  in  the  Combyna- 
i!s"  Richard  Chasmore  the  9th,  8th  mo  tione,  1640,  to  the  "'two  fresh  rivers  of 
1645  before  me  Increase  Nowell.  Rec-  Pawtuxet  and  Wanasquatucket"  refers 
orded  the  9,  8,  1645,  by  William  Aspin-  only  to  lands  lying  near  the  "mouths" 
wall.  V.  Recordr".  The  Suffolk  Record  '  of  those  streams  as  we  today  know  them, 
will  show  the  absolute  falsity  of  the  In  his  Deed,  known  as  the  "initial 
Providence  Record.  No  such  Deed  was  Deed",  Roger  Williams  uses  the  term 
ever  put  on  record  in  Boston.  I  will  "Great  River  Pawtuxet".  But  this  was 
point  out  the  proof  of  this  accusation.  so  used  in  1666,  and  not  in  1638  (Staples' 
The  Providence  Record  has  an  additional  j  Annals,  33).  The  Deed  as  recorded  at 
witness,  to  wit,  Stephen  Arnold;  his  !  Boston  has  17S  words  and  figures,  and 
name  is  not  on  the  Boston  Record.  The  !  no  Indian  mark;  but  as  recorded  at 
Providence  Record  (p.  161 )  states  that  I  Providence  it  has  475  words  and  figures 
certain  verbal  chances  "was  interlined  I  and  the  rude  form  of  a  bow  and  arrow 
before  the  signceng  &  delivery  of  these  j  for  an  Indian  mark.  Xo  such  Deed  a.-s 
presents".  The  Boston  Record  does  not  |  that  recorded  in  Providence  was  ever 
show  anything  of  the  kind.  The  Provi-  !  recorded  in  Boston.  It  was  neither  more 
dence  Record  binds  the  ''heirs  and  as-  i  nor  less  than  a  rank  forgery, 
signes"  of  Socononoco  as  held  by  the  i  Not  only  was  the  Deed  a  forgery,  but 
grantee,  and  runs  to  the  "heirs  and  as-  I  the  Record  in  Providence  was  surrepti- 
signes"  of  the  grantee.  Nothing  of  the  !  tious.  It  bears  on  the  record  no  attesta- 
kind  appears  on  the  Suffolk  Record,  1  tion  or  signature,  as  the  law.  then  re- 
Moreover,  it  is  contrary  to  every  fact  ,  quired ;  nor  did  the  town  meeting  ever 
and  to  reason  itself.  No  Indian  ever  1  admit  it  to  be  recorded,  as  the  law  then, 
individually  owned  land,  which  by  his  '  required.  J  will  give  a  few  citations  as 
death  fell  to  his  heirs  or  assigns.  j  evidence  of  these  facts.  At  a  towne  meet- 
The  Providence  Record  conveys  "all  \  ing,  April,  1674,  it  was  "ordered  that 
that  land  that  lieth  upon  the  south  side  j  Joseph  Jenckes  may  have  his  Deed  re- 
of  the  great  fresh  water  river  called  \  corded  in  our  towne  Records"  (Prov. 
Pawtuxet  River".  The  Suffolk  reads,  "A  \  Early  Rec.  4,  2).  Again,  "Stephen  Hard- 
certaine  parcell  of  land  on  the  south  syd<  :  ing  may  have  his  25  acres  of  land  that 
of  the  great  fresh  water  River".  This  j  he  purchased  of  this  towne  recorded  in 
stream  was  never  known  to  Soco-  1  our  towne  Booke"  (Prov.  Early  Rec.  4. 
nonoco  as  the  Pawtuxet  river,  reaching  '  2).  Again,  "Granted  unto  Arthur  Fen- 
its  entire  length.  Moreover,  he  made  :  ner  that  his  Deed  from  William  Arnold 
in  the  Deed,  either  at  Boston  or  in  j  shall  be  recorded  in  the  towne  Records" 
Providence,  no  pretence  of  being  sachem  !  (Prov.  Early  Rec.  4,  8).  Again.  William 
only  of  Pawtuxet.  He  certainly  had  nc  j  Arnold  gave  a  Deed  to  Arthur  Fenner 
jurisdiction  or  power  west  of  this  village  30th,  nth  mo.  164—.  This  was,  of  course, 
of  Pawtuxet.  Nor  was  it  known  to  the  j  before  1650.  It  was  "Recorded  by  order 
English  for  its  entire  length  by  that  of  the  towne"— "Per  me  John  Smith, 
name.  In  a  record  made  in  1670,  con-  clerke".  John  Smith  was  town  clerk 
veying  land  lying  upon  the  "east  side  of  i  only  in  the  years  1672-1675  (Prov.  Early 
a  river  commonly  called  the  West  River,  :  Rec.  4,  11).  "7  (William  Carpenter)  doe 
a  mile  and' a  half  from  the  said  town  of  I  intreat,  if  the  Towne  pleas,  that  this 
Providence"    (Prov. -Early   Rec.    i,    14).  !  paper  may  be  entered  in  the  Town  Rec- 
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eras".      1  he    town    meeting   granted   the 
request.    For  the  request,  sec  Early  Rec- 
ords  Oi    Providence    (v.   4,  p.   22).      For    j 
the  signature  of  the  town  clerk,  see  the 
same  volume  vl»-  33)-     "Recorded  in  the 
face    oi    the    Court    per    me,    the    Town   ; 
clerk",  was  a  form  long  used;  also  "En- 
rolled by  me,  clerk  of  the  Town"   (Prow    I 
Early  Rec.   1,  93- 1 13.). 

Not    only    was    the    Deed    alleged    to 
have  been  given  by  Socononoco  to  Bene- 
dict  Arnold,  a»   recorded   in   Providence. 
an   abominable  forgery,  but  it  stands  on 
the  records  by  stealth  and  by  fraud,  never 
having  been  legally  recorded.     It  was  the   j 
work    of    Benedict    Arnold,    just    as    the 
forgeries  of  the  Sachems'  Deed  to  Roger 
Williams   was   the   work   of  William   Ar- 
i       ;.     both  these  Arnolds  were   traitors   1 
to  the  Colony  of  the  Providence  Planta-    1 
tions  and  to  Rhode  Island.     I  close  these   j 
remarks   with  a  brief  chronology  of  the 
works  of  these  two  Arnolds  at  the  time 
under  discussion. 

William  Arnold  and  his  son,  Benedict 
Arnold,  submitted  themselves,  their  fami- 
lies   and    estates    to    the    jurisdiction    of   ; 
Massachusetts     en    the    8th     September,   ; 


1042  (Vvinthrops  i\ew  England,  2,  102;. 

Roger  Williams  left  Providence  for 
New  Amsterdam  and  England  for  a 
charier  before  June   1st,   1043. 

Benedict  Arnold  went  with  Pumham. 
sachem  of  Showomet,  and  Socononoco, 
sachem  of  Pawtuxet,  and  had  them,  sub- 
mit themselves  and  their  lands  to  Mas- 
sachusetts on  the  22d  June,  1643  t^Mass. 
Col.  Rec.  2,  40 J. 

Miantinomi  was  murdered,  under  the 
advice  of  Massachusetts  clergymen,  in 
September,  1643. 

Mr.  Gorton  was  held  in  prison  at  Bos- 
ton from  October  13..  1643,  until  Marc!;, 
1644;  he  was  liberated,  but  banished  from 
Showomet,  a  territory  over  which  Mas- 
sachusetts held  the  same  jurisdiction 
which  she  today  holds  over  Rhode  Is- 
land. 

The  two  Arnold  Deeds,  pretended  to 
have  been  given  by  Socononoco,  were 
given  in  1644  and  1645. 

Mr.  Gorton's  liberation  was  in  March, 
1644;  on  the  19th  of  April,  1644,  all  the 
Great  Sachems  of  the  Xarragan setts  sub- 
mitted themselves  and  their  lands  to  the 
King    of    England.      Thereupon    Massa- 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  tc 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,  1733.     $3.75. 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25). 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  "put- 
tire"  of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  then]  this:  "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


trait  of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
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itials S.  A.  F. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
V\  nli     a     very     rare     wood     cut     por- 
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chusetts,  as  soon  as  she  hoard  of  this  act, 
summoned  these  sachems  to  Boston;  but 
on  the  24th  May,  1644,  the  sachems  sent 
1  .message  that  the}'  would  not  attend, 
icing,  like  Massachusetts,  subjects  of  the 
same  king  (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  1,  138).  This 
act  by  Mr.  Gorton  saved  Rhode  Island 
from  destruction. 

In  September,  1644,  Roger  Williams 
came  back  to  Providence  with  the  char- 
ter of  T643,  being  given  passage  through 
Massachusetts  under  an  order  of  the 
strongest  men  in  Parliament. 

Massachusetts  at  once  (8th  November, 
1644)    sent  envoys  to  Portsmouth.  New- 
port   and    Warwick    informing     the     in- 
habitants that  an  army  would  be  sent  to 
each  town  in  case  any  at  tempi  should  ^    . 
made  to  form  a  colonial  government  un-   ! 
der  this  charter;  herself  acting  under  the  i 
Narragansett  Patent,  which  was  a  delib-   ! 
erate  forgery,  executed  by  two  ''Puritan'    j 
clergymen,  Rev.  Thomas  Weld  and  Rev. 
Hugh  Peters. 

Massachusetts  sent  an  army  in  S'eptem-  j 
ber,  1643,  to  destroy  the  settlement  at  j 
Warwick;  it  was  destroyed  by  deceit  and  j 
the  men  taken  to  Boston.  One  of  the  j 
petitioners  for  the  sending  of  this  army   i 


was  Benedict   Arnold    (Coll.   R.   I.    Hist. 
Soc,  v.  2,  p.  193). 
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Pi  ascriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  an-1  carefu!  attention. 


And  so  Dr.  Swarts,  according  to 
Massachusetts  law,  has  a  constitutional 
rig'ht    to    thrust    a    knife    into    my    flesh; 

and  ram  some  matter  out  of  a  sore  on 
a  cow's  paunch,  into  the  gash  which  he 
cut,  while  1  have  no  constitutional  right 
to  resist  such  an  outrage.  The  highest 
court  in  Illinois  has  just  decided  that 
"'Under  a  Free  Government  the  Free 
Citizen's  first  and  greatest  right  is  to  the 
inviolability  of  his  own  person".  Now 
comes  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Herald 
saying,  "We  see  no  reason  for  ques- 
tioning the  entire  legality  of  compulsory 

i"iiv;mthin  AoTin  "Vnrrin-Ji  inn         ic 

applied  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  an 
individual  from  becoming  a  menace  to 
the  health  and  well  being  of  others." 
Look  at  such  logic.  Has  the  State  the 
right  to  poison,  or  ruin  me  for  life,  in 
order  to  establish  the  health  and  well 
being  of  another  man?  Is  not  my  right 
to  the  inviolability  of  my  own  flesh  equal 
to  the  other  fellows?  Compulsory  vac- 
cination has  come  to  an  end  in  this 
country. 


1812".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
naintcr  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  Si. 25 


In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign    in    Russia     during    the     ye?r  i    the  defence  of  Washington.     Price  75c 
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MEN  WHO  SUCCEED  have  minds  open  to  the  truth.  They  are 
receptive  to  knowledge  no  matter  how  or  where  obtained.  The 
application  of  that  knowledge  to  their  life  work  develops  the  high- 
est degree  of  business  perfection.  Thevperson  who  will  follow  the 
advertisements  of  this  bank  and  practically  apply  the  precepts 
mentioned  therein  —  by  opening  an  account  with  us  —  will  never 
regret  the  time  thus  spent  in  acquiring  Prudence,  Judgment  and 
Wisdom. 


This  Company  pays   FOUR    PER   CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


The  Journal  lu-re  has  devoted  much 
space  to  denunciations  of  Albert  Water- 
man Brown  for  buying  books,  which 
hid  been  bought  and  paid  for  by  the 
State,  of  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. The  charge  is  pure  nonsense. 
That  a  nasty  wrung  has  been  done, 
there  is  no  question.  But  Brown  has 
dene  no  wrong.  Moreover,  Mr.  Brown 
has  good  ground  for  legal  action  against 
the  Journal.  Bring  an  action,  with  dam- 
ages at  $10,000.  What  right  has  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  to  vote  to 
himself  property  of  the  State;  and  then 
take  it:  and  keep  it:  or  give  it  away;  or 
sell   it — and    then   damn    Brown  ? 


The  action  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  has  for  years  been, 
not  only  scandalous,  but  actually  crim- 
inal, in  their  work  done  with  the  Reports 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  General 
Assembly  have  just  as  much  right  to 
sell  the  old  State  House  and.  divide  the 
money  among  the  members  as  they  have 
to  sell  other  property.  The  State  owns 
two  Stuart  portraits  of  Washington; 
one  might  be'  all  that  is  needed,  why 
does  not  the  General   Assembly  put   one 


oi  these  portraits  up  tor  a  rahie 
a  lottery,  with  110  tickets — one 
for  each  member? 


or   m 

ticket 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South- 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings en  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.00.  For.  this  copy.  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 


Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.0-0. 
1;  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property,"  etc 

The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volume-,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,    1727.    £5.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
\vh  1  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Mad  one  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral  man   then  living   in   Paris. 


■ 


DC 


BOOK  NOTES 


HISTORICAL,    LITERARY    AND    CRITICAL. 
CONDUCTED    BY 

SIDNEY    S.    RIDER, 

73    ALMY  STREET,  PROVIDENCE,    R.    I. 

Entered  as  Second  class  Matter,  at  the  Providence,   R.    I.   Post  Office. 


50 Cents^er  annum.,  ^nightly.  J       SATURDAY,   APRIL   22,    1905. 


Vol  2: 
No.     J 


THE      ORIGIN      OF     THE      NAME 
WESTMINSTER    AS    APPLIED 
TO    A    STREET    IX    PROVI- 
DENCE AND  SOME  LO- 
CAL HISTORY  CON- 
NECTED   THERE- 
WITH. 
The  Journal  here  has  recently  started 
a    department    of    "'Notes    and    Queries". 
In   March  last  the   following  querie  and 
the  answer  of  the  Journal  appeared: 

THE     NAME,     "  WESTMINSTER     STREET.'" 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday  Journal  : 

Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
the  columns  of  your  paper  whether 
Grace  Church  was  built  before  or  after 
Westminster  street  was  named,  and  why 
Westminster  street  was  called  West- 
minster? G.  D.  C. 
Providence'  March  2. 
(Grace  Church  was  built  many  years 
after  Westminster  street  received  its 
name.  According  to  Welcome  Arnold 
Greene's  "The  I'rovidence  Plantations," 
a  movement  was  made  in  17^8  to  form  a 
separate  town  of  the  West  Side,  free 
from  the  ''aristocratic  dominion  of  the 
East  Side  proprietors."  This  new  town 
was  to  be  called  "Westminster".  Fortu- 
nately for  the  town,  the  jealousy  of  the 
south   part   of  the    State   against    an    in- 


crease   of    the    powtrfof  jPfotifcnce    in 

the     General     AsseiilSyl  L;rc\fcivcd     the 

pletion    of    the   vAnl  lAlXlIe    only 

present    effect    of    thj   jnfvVnjcdt jis    the 


change   of   the   name   of   Back   street   to 
.Westminster  street. — Ed.) 

This  answer  was  taken  from  Greene's 
Providence    Plantation    p    5^:    ?nd    bv 
Greene    it    was    taken    without    acknowl- 
edgment   from    R.    I.    Historical    Tract. 
1st  Ser.,  No.  15,  p.  129.     This  tract  was 
j    written  by  the  late  Henry  C.  Dorr.     Mr. 
j    Greene    with    that    characteristic    incom- 
i    petence    which    marks    all    his    "'historic*' 
i    work   has    failed   to   set    forth    the   story 
j    which   Air.   Dorr   told.     There   are    facts 
I    connected    with    this    enquiry   which    are 
i    of    sufficient    interest,    and    indeed   value, 
!    to  warrant  Rook  Notes  in  setting  forth 
!    an    answer.      This    answer    will    be    con- 
;    fined   strictly  to   the   origin  of  the   name 
:    "Westminster"    as   applied   to   the    street 
•    lu-re,   what   rt   means,   and   how    it    came 
!    to  be  so  named.    The  name,  as  applied  to 
!    the    "street",    arose    from     a     surviving 
i    memory  of  an  attempt  made  some  years 
before   by   the   principal    inhabitants    liv- 
ing   upon    the    west    side   of    Providence 
I    river  to  have   incorporated  the   town  of 
Westminster.      Concerning    this    attempt 
Mr.    Dorr    gives     this     account     of     the 
spring    of    action:      "In     1763    the    new 
street    had    no    name.     It    gained  .one' a 
few  years  later  when  the  city  of  West- 
minster, in  England,  under  the  influence 
of  Mr.  Fox  had  become  famous  through- 
out   the   empire   a-    the   centre  of   liberal 
opinion-    in   politics ;   its   name   was  bor- 
rowed  by  the   land   owners   of  the   west 


'-.' 


b* 


side,  to  express  their  own  political  sym- 
pathies." (R.  I.  Mist.  Tract  15,  p.  129.) 
Mr.  Dorr  came  near  the  correct  solution, 
but  nevertheless  he  failed.  The  sugges- 
tion of  the  name  for  the  town  \va>  made 
on  the  261I1  February,  1770,  in  "a  petition 
to  the  General  Assembly,  sitting  at  South 
Kingston.  At  that  time  Fox,  just  out 
of  college,  had  barely  entered  Parlia- 
ment. He  was  not  returned  a  member 
for  Westminster  until  the  year  1780,  ten 
years  and  more,  after  the  name  had  been 
suggested.  Nevertheless,  the  name  came 
from  the  name  '"Westminster",  now  a 
part  of  London.  I  will  enter  upon  the 
history  of  its  origin.  Mynster  was  the 
Anglo-Saxon  for  a  monastery.  "At  the 
mynstre  of  Wynchestre  he  o/Terecle  that 
(Gold)  on".  (Chronicle  of  Robert  of 
Gloucester,  p.  154.)  Tins  famous  cathe- 
dral was  founded  in  the  second  century, 
and  the  note  above  was  written  A.  D. 
i-'75- 

Froissart  writing  A.  D.  1360  says: 
"There  were  styll  Iytell  fortresses  kept 
in  churches  and  mynsters,  the  which 
dyde  hurt  in  the  countrie".  (Berner's 
Froissart  1.  cp.  339.) 


Henry  the  First  of  England  assembled 
a  synod  held  at  West-Minster,  A.  D. 
1 107,  and  allowed  certain  canons  to  be 
enacted    there.  This    King's    brother, 

Bishop  of  Winchester,  assembled  a  synod 
at  West-Minster,  A.  I).  1139,  assuming 
sovereign  power.  (Hume  Hist.  Eng.  1, 
279.)  This  form  of  writing  West- 
Minster  was  in  common  use  as  early  as 
A.  D.  1300  (Vision  and  Crede  of  Pierce 
Plowman,  B.  3,  12,)  —  (Skeat's  Pay.  Diet. 
1882.) 

A  cathedral,  or  mynster,  was  estab- 
lished adjoining  London  on  the  west, 
and  was  called  West-Minster.  "In  the 
year  1538  Henry  the  8th  created  six- 
new  bishoprics,  one  being  Westminster; 
aiiu  n^iv.,  m  £043,  *.  amauieni.  sum 
moned  an  assembly  of  Divines  to  revise 
the  thirty-nine  articles;  the  Liturgy  was 
abolished,  and  a  new  directory  for  wor- 
ship was  established,  by  which  suitably 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Puritans  the  utmost 
liberty  both  in  praying  and  preaching- 
was  indulged  to  the  public  teachers". 
^Hume's  Hist.  Eng.  3,  178.)  It  was  a 
most  significant  movement  concerning 
Religious    Liberty    made    almost    at    the 
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moment  when  Roger  Williams  had 
planted  Providence.  In  truth..  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  in  London  at  the  time  of  the 
fitting  oi  this  assembly  at  Westminster 
and  must  have  attended  it.  The  ac- 
count of  this  work  of  the  assembly  was 
first  published  in  the  English  Histories 
accessible  to  the  Providence  planters 
in  1754.  Many  editions  had  been  pub- 
lished and  sold  before  1770.  at  which 
time  the  name  was  asked  for  a  town  on 
the  west  oi  Providence.  A  much  more 
elaborate  account  of  this"  great  move- 
ment for  Religious  Liberty  made  at 
Westminster  is  given  by  Mr.  Knight 
in  his  History  published  in  1840  (Pict. 
Hist.   Eng.    1840,  3,  p.  493). 

The  ide?  of  naming  3  town  '■^r<-\r- 
poraied  out  of  the  lands  of  Providence. 
Westminster,  came  from  Hume,  and 
specifically  from  the  language  used  by 
him  in  describing  the  movement  for 
Religions  Liberty  made  at  WestMynstre 
in  1643. 

In  1743  a  church  was  established  on 
the  west  side  of  Providence  River.  The 
very  founding  of  this  church  was  an 
illustration  of  that  development  of  Re- 
ligious   Liberty    which    lay    beneath    the 


plantm 


gr    of    Providence. 


Tins    churcl 


was  named  the  Beneficent  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  thai  1-  still  its  name. 
In  1754  Hume  published  that  part  of  his 
History  in  which  this  paragraph  appears. 
In  1770  a  petition  signed  by  seventy-five 
Freemen,  ail  land  owners  on  the  west 
side,  was  presented  to  the  General  As 
se-mbly.  sitting  at  South  King-ton.  The 
pastor  oi  this  church,  Joseph  Snow,  and 
five  of  the  members  then  most  promi- 
nent in  the  government  of  this  church., 
are  among"  the  first  signatures  to  the 
petition.  The  selection  of  the  name 
Westminster  was  a.  recognition  of  the 
principle  upon  which  Providence  and,  in 
truth,  Rhode  Island  had  been  planted. 
The  name  of  the  street  vaf  *vi  echo  or 
a  memory  of  this  effort  to  found  a  town 
some  years  before  the  street  name  was 
given.  Such  was  the  origin  and  the 
meaning  of  the  name  Westminster  as  it 
now   is  used  in   Providence. 

There  is  another  singular  circum- 
stance in  connection  with  this  name 
The  first  clergyman  called  by  the  churcl 
was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Paine  of  Canterbury. 
Connecticut.  This  town  lies  in  Wind- 
ham   county,    directly    west    from    West 
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Greenwich.  In  it,  on  its  west  side,  there 
was  planted,  about  1765,  a  religious  so- 
ciety which  had  seceded  from  the  former 
church  and  removed  west.  This  new 
society  was  known  as  the  Westminster 
Society;  the  land  as  Westminster  Plain; 
and  the  village  as  Westminster.  The 
Rev.  Joseph  Snow  served  this  church  in 
an  advisory  way  about  1775  (Larned's 
Hist.  Windham  County,  2,  310),  and  the 
parent  Canterbury  church  was  the  first 
of  five  churches  appointed  to  ordain 
Mr.  Snow  in  1747  (Tucker's  Disc.  1S45, 
p  19).  All  this  was  done  after  Mr. 
Hume's  publication  and  years  before  Fox 
represented   Westminster. 

There  are  matters  mentioned  in  the 
petition  lor  tins  town,  in  Jtvnoae  Island, 
in  1770,  which  well  deserve  further  con- 
sideration. I  will  reproduce  a  few  ex- 
tracts, now  for  the  first  time  printed, 
which  will  throw  light  upon  the  physical 
and  p-litical  conditions.  It  was  dated 
the  last  Monday  of  February,  1770.  It 
states,  the  inhabitants  on  the  "west"  side 
numbered  about  twelve  hundred,  of 
whom  one  hundred  were  Freemen,  other- 
wise land,  owners.  Upon  a  rough  cal- 
culation there  were  one-third  of  the  in- 


habitants in  1769-70  on  the  west  side,  and 
two-thirds  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
river.  The  petition  continues:  "It  is 
but  a  few  years  since  building  houses 
took  place  there,  as  the  Point  (so  called) 
was  very  uneven  ;  the  water  very  shoal 
on  that  side ;  and  a  want  of  fre<h  water 
in  a  great  part  of  it.  Trade-nun  chiefly 
fixed  themselves  there.  However,  by 
diligence  and  industry,  they  surmounted 
many  difficulties  to  effect  a  settlement. 
They  levelled  several  hills  which  stood 
in  their  way;  filled  up  sunken  and  low- 
places;  laid  out  and  made  diver-  com- 
modious streets  and  lanes,  and  extended 
their  settlement  to  the  degree  in  which 
it  appears  at  this  day"  (February,  I77°)- 
1  ne  rouu  reierreu  iu  was  111c  land 
from  the  present  bridge,  on  Westminster 
street,  up  that  street  as  far  as  what  is 
now  Aborn  street.  The  "shoal  water" 
was  on  the_  southerly  side  of  this  land. 
The  lack  of  fresh  water  was  overcome 
by  the  two  fountains  known  as  the  Raw- 
son  Fountain  and  the  Field  Fountain. 
The  first  near  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Dean  streets,  and  the  last  on  Clif- 
ford street,  near  Claverack  street.  But 
the  following  discloses  the  political  con- 
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tlitions :  "r  urthermore  the  petitioners 
beg  leave  to  remark  that  they  have  in 
many  instances  been  aggrieved  by  their 
powerful  neighbors  on  the  other  side  of 
the  bridge,  the  particulars  whereof  they 
forbear  to  mention  from  a  tenderness  to 
them  and  love  oi  that  union  and  har-  j 
inony  which  ought  if  possible  to  be  kept 
up  in  any  community.  They  are  sorry 
that  the  views  on  each  side  are  so  in- 
compatible as  to  oblige  them  to  give  this 
information,  as  they  should  be  very  glad  j 
to  harmonize  with  the  other  and  bigger 
part  of  the  town,  if  it  could  be  done  ! 
consistent  with  their  interest  and  natural 
rights". 

Mr.  Dorr  states  that  the  scheme  was  I 
defeated  by  the  souther::  counties,  "whe  ' 
would  suffer  no  increase  of  influence  oi 
the  north  end  of  the  colony"  (R.  I 
Hist.  Tract,  ist  Ser.  15,  p.  129).  This, 
however,  cannot  be  correct.  Between 
the  years  1754-1770  five  northern  towns 
had  been  incorporated  with  but  ont 
southern  town:  Harrington,  1770;  North 
Providence,  1765;  Foster,  17S1  ;  etc. 

The  real  reason  of  the  defeat  was  the 
political  work  of  the  "East  Side"  politi- 
cians. The  action  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly at  South  Kingston,  on  the  26th  Feb- 
ruary, was  that  the  "petition  be  referred 
to  the  next  session,  and  that  in  the  mean- 
time the  town  of  Providence  (the  east 
side)  be  cited  to  appear  and  show  cause. 
if  any  they  have,  why  the  same  should 
not  be  granted".  The  matter  was  never 
again  referred  to  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  7,  7).  I  am  under 
obligations  to  Mr.  Clarence  S.  Bridgham, 
of  the  Historical  Society,  who  found  for 
my  use  the  original  draft  of  the  petition 
for  the  town  of  Westminster. 


The  Christian  Science  Journal,  pub- 
lished in  Boston,  begins  its  twenty-third 
volume  with  the  April  number,  and  ap- 
pears in  a  pleasing  new  dress.  Its  first 
editor  was  >.ir.s.  Eddy,  and  to  this  num- 
ber she  contributes  a  poem  entitled 
"Whither",   and   an    article  on   "Preven- 


tion and  Cure  for  Divorce".  Mr.  Kim- 
ball's article,  "Christian  Science:  It- 
Compassionate  Appeal",  and  Frofessor 
Mosley's  discussion  of  "The  Problem  ^i 

Evil"  are  deeply  interesting. 

This    being    the    official    organ    of    the 
movement,  readers  of  the  magazine  may 

expect  to  find  in  it  a  correct  statement 
of  the  ideals  of  Christian  Scientist-. 
The  publishers  print  in  this  issue  a  num- 
ber of  first-hand  testimonies  from  those 
who  have  gained  through  Christian  Sci- 
ence higher  ideals  of  Christian  living,  as 
well  as  health. 


The  April  Century-  contains  a  grand 
article  by  the  editor  of  the  Century  on 
"TK..     Cnr'?,     Or-..     ~>     TnH^-r-  •rf-"      *-•-  — 

which     these    t  wo     paragraphs     are     re- 
printed : 

That  the  welfare  of  millions  should 
hang  upon  the  will,  whim  and  word  of 
a  single  individual — and  this  individual 
walled  away  from  all  real  knowledge  of 
the  people's  condition  and  natural  wishes 
— -is  an  anachronism  of  tragic  propor- 
tions— an  anachonism  which  leads  to 
deplorable  assassination  on  the  one  side, 
and  on  the  other  to  such  hideous  mas- 
sacres of  the  confiding  innocent  as  took 
place  in  St.  Petersburg  on  Sunday,  the 
22(1  of  January,  1905. 

In  all  the' history  of  man  no  more 
pregnant  opportunity  was  ever  offered 
to  a  sovereign  than  that  offered  to  the 
Czar  Nicholas  when  his  people  came  to 
him,  not  with  swords  and  guns,  but 
bearing  a  petition,  carrying  the  sacred 
icons,  and  pictures  of  the  Czar,  and  fol- 
lowing a  cross.  The  psychologist  and 
the  philosopher  can  find  a  score  of  ex- 
planations of  the  conduct  of  the  troubled, 
perplexed  and  wrongly  advised  Czar  on 
that  day  of  judgment  for  him  and  for 
the  exploded  system,  of  government 
which  he  represents.  Yet  it  remains  true 
that,  strive  as  he  may  to  undo  the  awful 
effects  of  his  action  of  that  22c\  of  Jan- 
uary, the  doom  of  the  Russian  oligarchy. 
was  sealed. 
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THE  POINT  ACTUALLY  DECIDED 
BY   THE    RHODE   ISLAND    SU- 
PERIOR    COURT     IN     THE 
CASE,      TREVETT      VS. 
WEED  EX,  1786. 

With  becoming-  deference  1   come  now 
to   speak    of   another   matter   touched   by 
Judge  Colt,  with  which   I  am  slightly  at   j 
variance.     Judge   Colt   says:      "The   key-   ! 
stone  of  the  judicial  branch  of  the  gov-  j 
ernment  resides  in  the  power  of  the  Su-  j 
preme  Court  to  declare  what  the  law  is,  j 
and  thus  hold  in  check  legislative  omni-  | 
potence.      Seventeen    years    before    Mar-  ! 
shall,   in   the   case  Marbury   v.    Madison,  j 
established   the   doctrine    (in   the   United  j 
States   Courts)  ;   the   same  principle  was  j 
enunciated    by    the     Superior     Court    of  J 
Rhode     Island     in    the    case    Trevett    v.  I 
Weeden".    It  may  be  well  to  state  briefly 
the  case.     The  General  Assembly  issued 
a   Bank  of  Paper  Money,  the  face  value 
of   each   bill   being   fixed   by' law   as   the 
rate  in   specie  at  which  men   should  ac- 
cept the  bills.     This  was  in  1786.     A  case 
was   '"fixed    up"'.     Weeden    kept    a   meat 
shop.     Trevett   was  sent  there  to  tender 


a  bill  in  payment  for  meat.  Weeden 
refused  it.  A  complaint  was  at  once 
made.  The  General  Assembly  had  made 
a  law  that  "special"  courts  must  be  called 
to  try  the  cases.  These  "special"  courts 
consisted  of  certain  selected  members  of 
the  Superior  Court.  When  acting  as 
"Superior"  Court  Judges  they  were  re- 
quired to  impannel  juries  for  the  trial 
of  cases,  but  when  acting  as  "Special" 
Court  Judges  these  men  could  not  im- 
pannel a  jury.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury 
was  denied  to  Weeden,  and  imprison- 
ment was  the  punishment.  The  case  was 
at  Newport.  The  Chief  Justice  sum- 
moned a  "Special  Court."  It  did  not 
meet,  because  at  the  moment  of  the  call- 
ing, the  "Superior  '  Court  was  sitting, 
and  the  case  was  sent  to  the  latter  court. 
The  case  for  the  defendant,  Weeden,  was 
argued  by  Mr.  Varnum.  The  General 
Assembly  thus  summarizes  Mr.  Var- 
num's  argument :  "Weeden  comes  into 
court  and  prays  that  the  Honorable 
Court  here  will  not  take  cognizance  of 
the  complaint  of  the  said  John  Trevett, 
because  be  saith  that  it  appears  by  the 
Act    of    .-.he    General    Assemblv    whereo.t 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the  | 
Uncunverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  to  j 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre-  ! 
vent  their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion,  i 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,   1733.     $3-75- 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering  for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's  j 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25).   \ 
The    learned    Divine    suggests    the    "put-   j 
ting"  of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them  this  :     "Does  not  Hell  gape   j 
for  me?" 


trait  of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.     Dedicated   to   Youth  of   America. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Willard.  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  N.  E.  (15. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 


With 


very     rare     wood     cut     por- 


Major's  Second  Edition  of  Walton 
and  Cotton's  Angler,  London,  182.}.  A 
large  paper  copy,  bound  in  half  calf. 
Plates  on  India  paper,  16  copper  and  77 
wood,   in  beautiful  condition.     $8.50. 
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said  information  is  founded  that  the  said 

act  hath  expired  and  hath  no  force;  and 
also  fur  that  by  said  act   the  matters  of 


complaint  arc  triable"  by  Special  Courts 
uncontrolable  by  the  Supreme  Judiciary 
(sic)  of  the  state;  and  also  for  that  the 
court  is  not  authorized  or  empowered  by 
said  act  to  impannel  a  jury  to  try  the 
facts  charged  in  the  information;  and 
so  the  same  is  unconstitutional  and  void" 
(Acts  and  Resolves,  Oct.  sec.  sess.,  17S6, 
p.  6).  The  judgment  of  the  court  is 
also  there  printed  thus.  ''"Whereupon  all, 
and  singular,  the  premises  being  seen, 
and  by  the  Justices  of  the  Court  afore- 
said (four  being  present,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, Mumford  being  for  the  moment  in 
retirement)  fully  umierstoodj  it  is  con- 
sidered, adjudged  and  declared  that  the 
said  complaint  does  not  come  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  Justices  here  present, 
and  the  same  be  and  it  is  hereby  dis- 
missed". The  Judges  were  ordered  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly  to  answer. 
Howell,  the  youngest  of  the  Judges, 
spoke  six  hours.  His  argument  before 
the  General  Assembly  has  not  been  pre-  ' 
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served,  but  some  extracts  have  come 
down  to  us.  and  here  is  one:  "The  Leg- 
islature has  assumed  a  fact  in  their  sum- 
mons to  the  Judges  which  was  not  jus- 
tified nor  warranted  by  the  records.  The 
plea  oi  the  defendant  in  a  matter  of 
mere  surplusage  mentions  the  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  as  'unconstitutional 
and  so  void',  but  the  judgment  of  the 
court  simply  is  'that  the  information  is 
not  cognizable  before  them'.  Hence  it 
appears  that  the  pica  hath  been  mistaken 
for  the  judgment." 

Judge  Howell  continues:  ''Whatever 
might  have  been  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges,  they  spoke  by  their  records, 
which  admitted  of  no  addition  or 
uiminurion.  i  hey  might  nave  been  in- 
fluenced respectively  by  different  reasons, 
as  the  whole  act  was  judicially  before 
them,  of  which,  it  being  general,  they 
could  judge  by  inspection,  without  con- 
fining themselves  to  the  particular  points 
stated  in  the  plea.  It  would  be  out  of 
the  power,  therefore,  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  determine  upon  the  propriety 
of  the  court's  judgment  without  a  par- 
ticular explanation.  If  this  could  be  re- 
quired in  one  in-iance  it  might  in  all; 
and  so  the  Legislative  would  become 
the  Supreme  Judiciary,  a  perversion  of 
power  totally  subversive  of  civil  liberty" 
(case  Trevett  v.  Weeden,  1787,  pp.  38, 
39).  From  these  facts.  I  cannot  think 
that  the  Rhode  Island  Court  "enun- 
ciated'' the  principle  of  judicial  control 
over  legislative  omnipotence  in  its  de- 
cision. That  the  Judges  individually 
believed  in  this  principle  there  is  no 
doubt;  and  that  the  General  Assembly 
believed  that  the  conn  believed  in  the 
principle  there  is  no  doubt,  for  four 
Judges  lost  their  positions  as  Jv 
Xor  was  the  action  of  the  court  chang 
until  after  the  revolution  of  1842.  I  can- 
not give  to  the  court  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing acted  in  good  conscience  upon  its 
own  convictions.  I  commend  to  every 
Rhode  Islander  the  reading  of  Judge 
Colt's  great  address. 
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Dorrance  and   Westminster  Streets. 


THE  DUTY  OF  A  FATHER  OR  MOTHER  is  to  make  things 
favorable  as  possible  to  the  future  welfare  of  their  children.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  children  to  appreciate  such  effort  and  assist  in  fort- 
ifying- their  position  in  life  soon  as  they  are  able.  There  is  no 
better  or  safer  way  to  make  this  possible — by  Father,  Mother  or 
Child,  than  by  opening  an  account  in  the  savings  department  of 
this  bank.  There  are  rainy  days  in  the  life  of  every  man,  but  the 
bank  account  is  the  silver  lining  to  the  clouds. 


This  Cumpanv  pavs  FOUR  PER  CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

We  pay  liberal   interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


Mexico,  according  to  the  Journal, 
goes  on  a  gold  basis  May  1st;  but  this 
honest  newspaper  does  not  state  that 
gold  and  silver  are  both  legal  tender  at 
a  fixed  parity.  Then  this  Rockefeller 
editor  proceeds  to  denounce  and  ridicule 
Bryan.  The  Journal's  editorial  so  far  as 
it  states  the  Mexican  act  is  sheer  fiction. 


Five  "Tabard  Inn"  BookloVer's  Li- 
brary concerns  fail  with  an  alleged  in- 
debtedness of  $150,000  and  assets  stated 
by  Eaton,  president  of  the  concern,  to 
be  one  million  of  dollars.  What  kind  of 
a  concern  is  it  which  being  so  financially 
fixed  is  permitted  to  go  bankrupt?  The 
whole  structure  was  a  sham  from  the 
first.  Look  at  the  great  splurge  made 
by  it  here  in  Providence  when  it  first 
came  and  where  it  now  stands. 


The  City  Council  of  Providence  has. 
passed  a  resolution  to  issue  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Dollars  ($ico,ooo)  and  self  them  in  the 
public  market  to  pay  the  State  Tax  for 
the  current  year.  Did  ever  men  do  such 
abominable   work? 


The  Boston  Herald  heads  an  article 
the  "Providence  Vote  Buying  a  Fizzle." 
Gov.  Utter  holds  his  office  by  the  work- 
ing of  this  Fizzle,  as  I  believe. 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  Xew  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.00.  For  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 


Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing ot  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.00. 
It  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property,"  etc 

The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volume-,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,    1727/    £5.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  io  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 
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THE     WORD     GAVEL     AND     ITS 
RHODE     ISLAND     ORIGIN. 


On  the  nth  March,  Book  Notes 
printed  this : 

''There  seems  to  he  much  discomfort 
to  my  renders  because  I  prefer  using  the 
form  gaul  instead  of  gall.  One  of  them 
asks  me,  'Why  is  the  word  gaul  nor 
given  in  Stormonth's  Dictionary?  Is  it 
not  an  old  English  word  of  same  orig- 
in?'" 

Scarcely  had  Book  Notes  been  issued, 
when  the  writer  received  this  note:  '"Mr. 
Rider,  1113-  word  was  gavel,  not  gaul; 
1  call  you  to  order  in  this  respect.  J." 
I  am  glad  that  I  misread  the  word,  for 
it  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  give  my 
reason  for  preferring  the  form  gaul  in- 
stead of  gall,  for  which  much  fault  had 
been  heaped  upon  me.  The  question 
now  presented  is  one  either  of  etymology 
or  philology,  or  of  both  together.  I  am 
not  a  scholar;  nevertheless,  I  am  going 
to  try  to  throw  light  on  this  new  and 
curious  question.  My  friend  made  a 
rude  drawing  in  his j'note,  of  the  small 
wooden  hammer,  o-xlpnsllet,  used  by  offi- 
cers in  certain  as^esi't^it/^  ik>jv  called  a 
"Gavel."  This  4'{(i-f  \\A  Pot  appear 
alphabetically  in  SV;VnWiil'l  "Dictionary, 
be ca use  t hat  work  s  \  aYi  \ \\ %v |i o  1  ogi  ca  1 ' ' 
Dictionary;   and    GJ-.jll  5  hfi.-s  ji<]    Etvinol- 

t    i      £      *     J     "     * 

ogy.      1  he    v 


Skeats  for  the  same  reason.  But  Skeats, 
under  Gavelkind,  defines  "'Gavel ;"  and 
Stormonth  defines  "Gabel ;"  both  defini- 
tions   aie    uie    SaiTlt,      a    nwuuii;,      appiiCvl 

to  land.  Stormonth  gives  the  form 
"gable,  and  gabulum."  and  the  Danish 
Gavl,  all  meaning  "the  pointed  end  of  a 
house." 

I  will  give  first,  the  forms  of  spelling 
the  word,  in  use  during  nearly  one  thou- 
sand years — gaebul,  geabul,  gebil,  gafoi, 
gaful,  gafel,  gaefil,  govel,  gabel,  govyl, 
gowle,  gavel,  gablum,  gabulum,  gavelum, 
gaulum,  gaule,  gavelle,  gaviau,  gavella, 
gaviila,  gavello,  gable,  gevel,  gavil, 
gafael  (a  Cornish  word),  and  the  Dan- 
ish,  gavl. 

Gavel  and  Gable  were  synonymous  in 
Gavel  and  Gable  were  synonymous  in 
meaning  for  hundreds  of  years.  I  come 
now  to  the  various  meanings  of  these 
words  from  the  earliest  Anglo-Saxon 
period,  in  England,  and  down  to  i860,  in 
the   United   States : 

r.  A  sheaf  of  corn  before  it  is  tied 
up. — Wright's    Provincial    Diet.,    1857. 

2.  The  gabel  of  a  house. — Richard- 
son's  Eng.  Diet,  1S51. 

3.  To  stare  vacantly. — Cumberland 
County  Eng.,   17th  Century- 

4.  Usury. — Wright's  Provincial  Diet., 
f?\57..    17th   Century.  ' 

5.  A  tax;  an  imposition  or  duty;  a 
rent  to  a  Lord  for  land. — Coke  on  Little- 
ton. 1628-122. 
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6.  Tribute,  toll,  rem,  yearly  payment,  | 
revenue;     provincial     for    ground. — Bai- 
ley's  Diet.,  1729. 

7.  Tax  on  salt.— Buchanan's  Eng.  : 
Diet.,  1757. 

S.       Yearly     tribute;     annual     revenue; 
tax  on  salt.— Jacob's  Law  Diet.,  1736. 

9.  A  hold;  or  holding,  or  tenure.  See 
gavel-kind. — Skeats5   Diet.,   1882. 

10.  A    small    parcel    of    grain    laid    in 
reaping. — Webster's    Diet.,    1S29-1841. 

11.  A  hold,  or  grasp. — Webster  Diet.,  j 

1859. 

12.  In  England  a  provincial  word  for  : 
gmund. — Webster's   Diet.,   1859. 

13.  A"*  small   parcel  of   wheat,   rye,   or  j 
other    grain,    laid    together    by    reapers, 
consisting  of  two,   three  01    inuie  hand-  j 
fills. — Webster's  Diet.,   1859. 

These  latter  definitions  were  all  taken  ! 
by  Webster  from  Wright's  Provincial  I 
Dictionary  of  obsolete  words.  Xow  ! 
comes  the  new  definition. 

14.  A  small  mallet  used  by  presiding  j 
officers  to  attract  attention  and  preserve  j 
order;  an  emblem  of  authority. — Wor-  j 
tester's  Dictionary,   i860. 

The    word    gavel,    in    the    meaning    re-  < 


[erred  to  in  my  friend's  note,  never  ap- 
peared in  any  English  jior  American 
Dictionary,  until  the  publication  of  Wor- 
cester's Dictionary  in  i860.  It  is  there 
defined  as  1  have  it,  to  wit,  "A  small 
mallet  used  by  presiding  officers  to  at- 
tract attention  and  preserve  order;  an 
emblem  of  authority."  Worcester  cites 
as  his  authority  "Shepard."  Who 
Shepard  is  or  was.  I  do  not  know. 
Webster's  Dictionary,  as  late  as  1881, 
gives  these  definitions  of  "Gavel:"'  1st, 
a  small  heap  of  wheat,  rye,  or  other 
grain  not  tied  up;  2d,  a  gable;  36,  the 
mallet  of  a  chairman  in  a  legislative 
body  or  public  assembly.  The  word  ap- 
pears also  in  Webster's  edition,  1890, 
uiiii  all  ilie  ancient  uefuiiiions  uunttea, 
and  this  inserted:  "The  mallet  of  the 
presiding"  officer  in  a  legislative  body, 
public  assembly,  court  or  Masonic  body." 
Webster  omits  entirely  his  etymology  of 
iSSr,  and  inserts  "etymology  uncertain." 
Murray  merely  cites  Worcester,  i860. 
There  appears  in  all  these  details  no  ety- 
nological  reason  for  the  existence  of  the 
tame  "Gavel/5  and  its  application  to  the 
miali   wooden   hammer,   used   by   presid- 
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ing"  officers.  Nor  is  there  any  approach, 
g  the  definitions  10  any  sue!; 
ng  as  a  hammer,  or  a  mallet,  nor 

to   any    implement    whatever.      No    man, 

now  a  carpenter,  knows,  or  ever  knew, 
ihe  name  "gavel"  as  applied  to  any  tool 
in    use    in    that    trade.      Nor    does    any 

ttive"  masons  now  know  the  name 
a<  applied  to  the  took  which  he  uses. 
Boih  trades  use  the  wooden  mallet;  and 
know  it  only  by  that  name.  The  name 
cannot  be  traced  to  the  old  English  word 
Mall,  or  Maul.  The  etymology  of  this 
latter  word  is  clear.  I:  came  first  from 
the  latin  Malleus,  meaning  a  hammer, 
or   a   mallet.      The   street,    Pall    Mall,   in 

n,  came   from   it.     It   was  a  game 

■         i  --  j     -.t!-'i    -.     £t  ■-.      .---..t    r>t     v.-'n  :rU 

was    a    w        _  i    mallet,    with    which    to 
a    wooden   ball    upon  the  ground, 
as  used  now  in  croquet. 
M  ore's  Free  Mason's  Magazine,  pub- 
lished    at     Boston,     Mass.,     contains     a 
translation   oi  a    German   Masonic  Lexi- 
con,  which    translation    was    made    spec- 
i;  V.y     for     this     magazine.      The     word 
Gavel   does   not   appear   in   this   Dicti     .- 
an-.     But  the  word  "Hammer"  appears; 
and   is   defined   as    follows  :     "With  this 


I    working     tool     the    Master     o:     a 
L  e    verns     the     most     nui 

meeting.-.      The    !>:<  w      i  t     the    Master's 
Hammer  commands   in  lustry,   silence,  or 
nd  every  brother  re 
spects  rs,   its    -   un  I.     In 

the  hammer  is  a  symb  !  of  power 
Master.      The    Hammer    must    never    be 
lost  sight  of  at  the  meeting  of  the  L     Ige, 
and    should    the    Master   be    unavi 
compelled   to  leave  the    Lodge   r 
must    deliver    it    to    his    Deputy,    cr    P. 
Master,   or    some    skillful   brother.     The 
Warden-  do  not  govern  the  Lodge  with 
their   Ham:    ers;        ey   only   direct   atten- 
tion  by    them    to   the    commands      t    th 
W.    M."     (Moore's    F.    M.    Mag.,    Apr., 
r8_j7    v    f<'    n    i  ~^>  \      From  this  if   seems 
clear  thai    tl      name  "Gavel'5  had  : 
that    time    come    into    general    use ;     £   r 
this   was  the  leading  Masonic   M:.- 
then    published    in    this     country.       Mr. 
Moore     was     Grand     Secretary     of     the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

I    am    going   to   affirm    that    the    \     r  . 

Gavel,  in   its  present   meaning,  was   first 

used    here    in    Rhode    Is!  and    as    I 

e  in  1797;  but  as  I  know,  in    :    -;. 

bv    Thomas    Smith    Webb,    in    his    Fret- 
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mason's  Monitor.  Mr.  Webb  thus  uses 
it:  "The  common  Gavel  is  an  instru- 
ment made  use  of  by  operative  masons 
to  break  off  corners  of  rough  stones  the 
belter  to  fit  them  for  the  builder's  use. 
But  we  as  free  and  accepted  Masons  are 
taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  more 
noble  and  glorious  purpose  of  diverting 
our  minds  and  consciences  of  all  vices 
and  superfluities  of  life,  thereby  fitting 
our  bodies  as  living  stones  for  that  spir- 
itual building,  that  house  not  made  with 
hands  eternal  in  the  heavens."  (Webb's 
Freemason's  Monitor.  Providence,  1805, 
p.  36;  or  180S,  also  a  Providence  edi- 
tion, p.  37.)  Preston's  Illustrations  of 
Masonry,  a  similar  book,  published  in 
London,  1772.  and  irequeiiilv  :imee,  does 
not  mention  the  word  ''gavel.'' 

Mr.  Webb  also  uses  the  name  "Mal- 
let" as  applied  to  the  instrument  used  by 
a  presiding  officer,  thus:  "The  working 
tools  of  a  Mark  Master  are  (among 
others)  the  chisel  and  mallet*'  (Free- 
mason's Monitor,  180S,  89).  Thereupon 
he  describes  the  symbolism  for  which 
the  Mallet  stands,  thus:  ''The  Mallet 
morally  teaches  to  correct  irregularities 
and    reduce    man   to   a   proper   level ;    so 


that  by  quiet  deportment  he  ma}-,  in  the 
school  of  discipline,  learn  to  be  content. 
What  the  Mallet  is  to  the  workman  en- 
lightened reason  is  to  the  passions;  it 
curbs  ambitions;  it  depresses  envy;  it 
moderates  anger;  it  encourages  good 
dispositions,  etc." 

I  will  give  one  more  specimen  of  the 
symbolism  of  Mr.  Webb:  "The  rough 
ashler  is  a  stone  taken  from  the  quarry 
in  its  rude  and  natural  state.  The  per- 
fect ashler  is  a  stone  made  ready  by  the 
hands  of  the  workmen  to  be  adjusted  by 
the  working  tools  of  the  Fellow  craft. 
By  the  rough  ashler  we  are  reminded  of 
our  rude  and  imperfect  state  in  nature. 
By  the  perfect'  ashler  that   state  of  per- 

leCllOU    cti     VV'fllCIi     w  t    iiuj/v.    l<^    ali'iVv    uj     i> 

virtuous  education;  our  own  endeavors; 
and  the  blessing  of  God"  (Freemason's 
Monitor,  Providence,   1S08,  p.  42). 

Mr.  Webb  rests  the  foundation  of  Free 
Masonry  upon  the  Bible,  and  specifically 
upon  Solomon's  Temple  (Freemason's 
Monitor,  Providence,  1808,  pp.  41,  yy)  ; 
and  upon  the  Bible  (I.  Kings,  5,  6). 
Josephus  has  also  been  used  along  the 
lines  of  the  Bible  (Whiston's  Josephus. 
Bohn,    2,    84).      Josephus    does    not    use 
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the  word  "gavel,"  but  both  the  Bible  and 
Josephus  use  the  word  "Hammer." 
Solomon  was  a  son  of  David.  David 
died  B.  C.  1015,  and  Solomon  became 
King-  of  Israel.  David  began  planning 
to  build  the  Temple,  but  he  died,  leaving 
the  work  to  Solomon.  Solomon  began 
the  work  B.  C.  ioit  and  finished  it  B. 
C.  1005.  It  was  captured,  robbed,  and 
destroyed  thirty-four  years  later.  Jo- 
sephus wrote  his  account  A.  D.  94,  more 
than  a  thousand  years  after  Solomon"s 
Temple  had  been  completely  destroyed. 
His  story  is  a  feeble  paraphrase  of  the 
Bible,  and  largely  legendary. 

I  will  close  with  a  few  quotations  from 
four  versions  of  the  Bible  touching  these 


Douay         (R  o  m  a  n 
King      James      Ver-       Catholic)     Version, 
sion,    1611.  1009-1610. 

"And  the  King  "And  the  King 
commanded.  a  n  d  commanded  thai 
they  brought  great  they  should  bring 
stones.  costly    great    stones,    costly 

stones,  and  hewed  stones,  f  o  r  t  h  e 
stones  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
foundations;  and  Temple,  and  should 
Solomon's  builders,  square  them,  and 
and  Hiram's  build-  the  masons  of  Solo- 
ers  did  how  them,  men.  and  the  raa- 
and  the  Stone-  sons  of  Riram 
Squarers;  so  they  hewed  them;  and 
prepared  timber  and  the  Giblians  pre- 
stones  to  build  the  pared  timber,  and 
House"  (I  Kings  5,  stones,  to  build  the 
17-1 S).  house"      (HI     Kings 

cp.  5,   17-18). 


Mr.  Rider  wishes  to  purchase  a  copy 
of  "Early  Rhode  Island  Houses,"  by  Mr. 
Isham.  The  money  is  ready.  Address 
Sidney   S.    Rider,   Providence,   R.   I. 


The    opening    of     Grove     street,     into 
Olneyville,  by  means  of  a  Traffic  Bridge 
over   the    Railroads    at    the    Grove   street 
crossing,  is  a   matter  of  prime   necessity  I 
to    the    growth,    in    good    form,    of    that 
part  ,  of    the    city.      Three    hundred    mill 
workers  now  cross  the  railroad  at  grade 
four  times  a  day.     By  closing  this   pas- 
sage to  them  will  drive  them  from  their  I 
homes.     The  present  Foot  Bridge  stands 
unused,  as   it   has  always   stood,  an   em-  j 
blem    oi    singular    stupidity    constructed 
by  somebody.     Not  a  person  has  used  it  j 


King  James  Ver- 
sion, 1611, 
"And  the  house 
when  it  was  in 
building  was  built 
of  stone  made  ready 
before  it  was 
brought  thither;  so 
that  there  was 
neither  'hammer,' 
nor  ax.  nor  any  tool 
of  iron  heard  in  the 
house  while  it  was 
in  building"  (i 

Kings  6,   7). 

Purver's  English 

"Quaker"      Trans., 

London,  1764. 

"And  the  King 
commanding,  they 
brought  great 

stones,  valuable 
ones,  and  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the 
House,  hewn  stones, 
which  Solomon's 

Builders,  and  those 
of  Hiram,  with  the 
Giblites  did  carve; 
thus  they  fitted  tim- 
ber and  stones,  to 
build  the  house"  (1 
Kings  5,   17,   IS). 

Purver's  English 

"Quaker"  Trans., 
London,  1764. 
"And  when  the 
house  was  built,  it 
was  done  with  stone 
carried  compleat;  so 
that  tin: re  were  not 
heard  hammers,  or 
ax,  any  instrument 
of  iron  in  the  house, 
while  it  was  build- 
ing"   (i   Kings  6,    7). 


J  .(.way  (R  .1  m  a  n 

Catholic)     Version, 
1609-1610. 

••And  the  house 
when  it  was  in 
building  was  built 
of  stones  he\v<  d  and 
made  reads-,  so  that 
there  was  neither 
hammer  nor  ax.', 
nor  any  tool  heard 
in  the  house  when  it 
was  in  building" 
(III    Kings  6,   7). 

Biblia     Sacra      Vul- 
gate,   Paris.    17't:,. 
"Praecepitque  rex, 
ut    toller*  nt    lapides 
grandes,  lapides 

pretiosos,  in  funda- 
mentum  templi,  & 
quadrarent  eos" 

(Regum,   Liber  3,  cp. 

5.  v.  17). 

"Quos  do-la  ver  tint 
caementarii  Salomo- 
nis,  &  caementarii 
Hiram:  porro  Giblii 
praeparav  ex  owe  ii- 
gna  &  lapides  ad 
aedificandam  do- 

mum"  (Liber  3,  Re- 
gum   cp.  5.  IS). 

Biblia      Sacra      Vul- 
gate,   Paris,    17<'5. 
"Domns  autem 

cum  aediricaretut.  de 
lapidibus  dc-kii.'S  at- 
que  perfectis  aediri- 
cata  est:  &  malleus, 
&  fecu r is.  &  omne 
ferramentum,  non 
sunt  audita  in  domo 
cum  aediricaretut" 
(Liber  'J.   Regum   en. 

6,  7). 


in  ten  years.     Build  a  Traffic  Bridge  at 
the  Grove  Street  Crossing:. 


Mr.  Rider  wishes  to  sell  (for  a 
friend)  a  fine  set  of  Smith's  Bible  Dic- 
tionary. It  is  the  American  edition,  in 
four  volumes,  bound  in  half  calf,  and  in 
excellent  condition.  Jt  will  be  sold  for 
$10.00;  not  one-half  its  value  to  any 
man  who  desires  to  attain  real  learning. 


Book  Notes  congratulates  the  Paw- 
tuxet  Valley  Gleaner.  At  last  it  has  an 
editor.  My  excellent  old  friend,  Charley 
Carroll,  occupies  the  chair,  -and  the 
Gleaner's  columns  show  his  handiwork. 
Heaven  preserve  him  from  being  kicked 
from  this  chair,  because  of  this  kindly 
congratulation. 


7o 


Sonic  editions  of  the  King  James  ver- 
sion contain  this  note:  "These  stone 
squarers  were  inhabitants  oi  Gebal. 
There  were  two  places  hearing  this 
name;    one   near    Tyre    on    the    snore    oi 


M< 


anean ;    the    other    in    Idu- 


mea,  southeast  from  the  southerly  end 
of  the  Dead  Sea.  The  Giblians,  Giblites, 
Giblie,  were  all  the  people  of  Gebal,  and 
were  the  "Stone  Squarers"  mentioned 
in  the  King  James  version.  It  will  Ik 
seen  that  the  word  "gavel/*  as  being  tin 
name  of  a  wooden  mailet,  does  not  ap- 
pear. But  in  the  Vulgate  the  name  mal- 
leus is  given  to  a  wood  mallet  of  small 
size. 

This  significant  note  appears  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  ver;iAn  •  "So  the  stones 
for  the  building  oi  God's  "eternal  temple 
in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  who  are  the 
faithful,  must  first  be  hewn,  and  pol- 
ished here  by  many  trials  and  sufferings 
before  they  can  be  admitted  to  have  a 
place  in  that  celestial  structure."  (Douay 
Bible.  Sadlier  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1850.) 

In  the  light  of  the  antagonism  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  to  the  Free  Ma- 
sons, it  becomes  interesting  to  study  this 


note,  and  compare  it  with  the  symbolism 
of  Mr.  Webb,  given  above,  in  the  cases 
of  the  Mallet  and  the  Gave!.  It  i-  pos- 
sible that  Mr.  Webb's  Masonic  idea  came 
from  the  place  Gebal.  from  whence  the 
stones  which  were  budded  in  Solomon's 
Temple;  or  possibly  it  may  have  been 
suggested  by  the  use  of  the  wooden 
hammer  in  forcing  into  form  the  stones 
taken.  This  thought  arises  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  definitions  given  to  the 
word,  and  their  application  to  men.  The 
word  meant  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
upon  men;  or  a  tax  upon  men;  or  a  trib- 
ute exacted  from  men;  or  a  toll  levied 
upon  men;  or  a  holding  of  land  by  men. 
and    against    other    men;    or    a    hold,    or 

England  it  meant  the  land  itself.  1  have 
shown  the  origin  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Gavel,  as  now  used,  to  have  been 
the  work  of  the  Free  Masons ;  and  here 
in  Rhode  Island;  and  sixty-three  years 
before  any  lexicographer  discovered  it. 


It  is  inconceivable  that  any  man  living 
being  of  sane  mind  would  take  a  knife 
and    gash    his    arm,    then    scrape    matter 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  to 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion. 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,  1733.     $3-75. 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25). 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  "put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them  this:  '"Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


trait  of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Flaven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
\\  ar.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With     a      very     rare     wood     cut     por- 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Willard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  N.  E.  (B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 


It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  Home  Lot 
of  Roger  Williams,  and  his  supposed 
place  of  burial,  should  fall  at  last  into 
the  hands  of  the  Harris  family,  who 
were  during  his  entire  life  his  bitterest 
enemies. 
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from  a  sore  upon  a  cow's  paunch  ami 
thrust  this  matter  into  the  gash.  Still 
more  extraordinary  is.  it  that  men  can 
be  found  willing  to  pay  a  doctor  two 
dollars  fur  doing  ii,  but  most  extraor- 
dinary of  all  that  any  doctor  can  be 
found  willing  for  two  dollars  to  60  such 
a  dastardly  thing.  The  recent  opinion 
oi  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  Jacobson  case,  contains 
these  decisions  : 

The  Court  holds  that  "it  is  not  possi- 
ble in  any  case  to  determine  whether 
vaccination  is  safe:'     (Opinion,  p.  14.) 

The  Court  declares:  "We  do  not  de- 
cide that  vaccination  is  a  prevention  of 
smallpox."      (Opinion,    p.    14.) 

The  Conn,  declares:  "What  :he  peo- 
ple believe  is  for  the  common  welfare 
must  be  accepted  as  tending  to  promote 
the  common  welfare,  whether  it  does  so 
or  not.''  (Opinion,  12.)  Where  and 
how  did  this  Court  obtain  judicial 
knowledge  that  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts had  ever  expressed  an  opinion 
upon  this  question?  The  Court  has 
assumed  a  fact  and  pronounced  a  judg- 


WANTED! 

ObD    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

Correspondence    Solicited. 

BURNETT    RIDER, 
10   Hammond  St.,  Providence,   R.   I. 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


THE  WRITER  WISHES; 

to  buy  a  Set  of  the 

HARRAGANSETT  CLUB  PUBLICATIONS. 

0  Vols.,  Cloth. 
Spot  Cash  will  he  paid. 

SIDNEY  S.  RIDER,  73  Aim)  Street,  -  Providence. 


ment  in  accordance  with  such  an  as- 
sumption. The  question  of  compulsory 
vaccination  has  never  been  submitted  to 

the  people.  Moreover,  the  Legislature 
lus  no  constitutional  power  to  authorize 
a  doctor  to  gash  my  arm  and  thrust  a 
morbid  poison  from  a  sore  on  some 
animal  into  it. 

The  Appellate  Court  of  Illinois  has 
just  decided  that  "Under  a  Free  Gov- 
ernment the  Free  Citizens'  first  and 
greatest  right  is  to  the  inviolability  of 
his  own  person",  lias  any  man,  doctor, 
ur  whatever  he  may  be,  the  constitu- 
tional right  to  thrust  a  knife  into  my 
flesh  against  my  protest  and  upon  a 
mere  assumption?'  Have  I  not  the  same 
right  to  protection,  under  the  police 
power,  that  doctors  have  against  me? 
This  Court  once  decided  that  a  negro 
had  no  rights  which  a  white  man  was 
bound  to  respect.  Is  it  going  now  to 
decide  that  a  white  man  who  abhors 
vaccination  as  a  deadly  poison  has  no 
rights  which  a  doctor  is  bound  to  re- 
spect? '"If  a  proposition  arising  out  of 
the  question  of  humanity  gives  more 
advantage  to  one  man  than  another  of 
the  contending  parties,  it  cannot  be  jus- 
tice". If  a  judge  has  a  judicial  right  to 
assume  a  fact  and  issue  judgment  upon 
the  assumption,  then  a  witness  has  a 
right  to  testify  upon  an  assumption  con- 
cerning which  he  knows  nothing. 

In  the  year  1106  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  made  the  little  town  of  Ilolar,  in 
Iceland,  a  Bishopric;  it  was  established, 
and  in  1267  Lauren tius  Kalfsson  was 
made  Bishop  of  Holar.  He  became  a 
;reat  scholar;  that  means  as  scholars 
were  great  at  that  time,  "when  a  sense 
)f  evidence,  when  a  marvel  is  in  ques- 
tion, was  yet  unborn''.  His  Life  was 
written  by  a  co-temporary  Father  under 
'he  title  "The  Life  of  Laurence,  Bishop 
>f  Holar''  (Laurentius  Saga),  by  Finer 
Harlidason.  This  was  translated  into 
English  and  published  in  London.  ]  will 
sell  a  copy  for  $1.00. 


.- 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and    Westminster  Streets.  • 


YOUNG  LADIES,  in  whatever  calling  you  may  be  employed,  do  you 
ever  stop  to  think  what  it  would  mean  to  you  to  save  money  ?  Do 
you  ever  consider  the  profit  to  be  had  from  the  change  you  idly 
spend,  if  saved  and  deposited  in  this  bank?  You  should  give 
thought  to  the  future  and  the  matters  bearing  0:1  what  you  earn 
and  what  you  save.  Opportunities  are  open  to  the  woman  • 
saves  as  well  as  to  the  man.  Sex  is  no  bar  to  success  and  prosper- 
ity. But  the  woman  who  succeeds  must  save.  You  can  ope:  . 
account  here  with  five  dollars,  or  more.  Your  money  will  be  care- 
ful!} guarded. 

This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    GENT   on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


In  the  reading  of  ''historical''  essays  it 
a  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 

nship  of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  exan  nati  n  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1S12".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  3 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1S04  h-  :i  veiled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
pi  inter  by  the  Czar:  he  made  love  to  the 
i;  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married    in    1S11.      He    served    with   the 

-  fish  in  Spain  under  Sir  John   Moore 
"Narrative"   was  published   in   1814 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?     As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
interesting  reading-.     Price  $1.25 


Ancient    Sea    Margins      :    England   as 

Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  C  .  ibers 
London.     Cloth.     S3.50. 

This  book  will  show  from  scientifi  : 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
.  rii  -h  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  fee: 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sul 
merged.     The  book  has  many  wood  cuts. 


A  contribution  to  America:1.  Thalas- 
5  graphy.  Three  Cruises  of  the  Unite  : 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Ste  ■  ler  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1877  to  1880,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
:n,  1888.     Price  $4.50. 


S   1  ti  r's    Pocket  Eible  issued   for  tl 
use   of   the    Army    of   01:   er    Cr  1 
Printed  at  London  by  G.  P.   and  P.  W. 
for  G   C    1643.    Reprinted  at  New  York 
lS6l,  for  the  volunteers   who   rush 
the  defence  of  Washington.     Price  75c. 


The    Duel    between    Aaron    Burr 

nder  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
The  editor  of  the  X.  Y.  Event  g 
Post  (William  Coleman)  :  .  ' 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel 
It  is  entitled  ''A  Collection  of  the 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
!•'   j    :    r\ en.    Ale         1   :    Hamilton        itl 

ments,"    etc.,    X.    Y.,     1 :    . 
$3x0.     An  extremely  scarce     -  1 
■  ng  book. 
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HOW   MEN    HAVE   USED   A   NAT- 
URAL    CREATION— COAL—TO 
ROB      THE      PROVIDENCE 
PEOPLE      Of      -UUAhl 

EOR    THE    LAST    45 
YEARS. 
The  Journal  on  the  8th  of  May,  1905, 
primed  the  following  on  the 

PRICES    OF    COAL. 

Probably  the  majority  of  people  be- 
lieve that  coal  is  among  the  necessaries 
which  have  been  advanced  in  price  year 
after  year.  But  the  books  of  the  coal 
companies  do  not  bear  out  the  asser- 
tion that  fuel  was  much  cheaper  years 
ago  than  it  is  today.  In  1892  stove  sizes 
were  sold  by  Providence  dealers  for  S6.25 
per  ton,  the  present  cash  price,  and  in 
1876  the  price  was  $7.  Vice-President 
Kingham  of  John  R.  White  Sz  Son  found 
in  a  package  of  old  papers  last  week  a 
receipted  bill  for  a  ton  of  anthracite  and 
the  cash  price  was  $7,  or  js  cents  more 
than  the  cash  price  of  1905.  Coal  has 
been  sold  for  $6  or  less  since  1892.  but 
in  'comparison  with  other  articles  the 
increase  has  not  been  remarkable,  and  if 
comparison  is  made  with  the  rate  of  29 
years  ago  consolation  mav  be  found  in 
a  decrease  of  75  cent i.  it  may.  of  course, 
be  said  that  the  coal  companies  can  af- 
ford to  reduce  prices  because  mining 
methods  and  machinery  make  it  possible 
to  put  coal  on  the  market  more  cheaply 
than   in    1876,  but   the   fact   remain.-   that 


today  fuel  is  less  expensive  than   in   the 
Centennial  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  prices 
paid  for  coal  by  a  consumer,  my.  ei!,  iron: 
1859  to  1904,  inclusive.  These  purchases 
were  all  made  in  Providence,  and  I  hold 
the  bills,  receipted,  in  evidence  : 


1859--. 
i860. .. 
186T... 
1862... 
1863... 
1894... 
1S65... 
1866... 
1867. .. 
1868. . . 
1869. .. 


S6.50 
6.25 
6-75 
7-50 
8.50 

10.75 
S.50 
7-25 
7-50 
8.00 

10.  ;o 


"0 10.00 


1871. 

1 872 . 

1873. 
1874. 

1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 


12.00 

7-25 
S.50 
S.50 
S.75 


.00 

.>0 


IS83 

1884 

IS85 

1886 

IS87 

ISSS 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

IS93 

1894 

1895 

1896 

IS97 

1898 

189S 

1900. . . . . . 

1901 

1002 

1903 

1904 


80. 50 
5.00 

4-75 
5.00 

6.25 
6-75 
5-75 
5.00 

5-25 
5-So 

6.25 
6.00 
5.00 

5.50 
5-50 
5-25 
5-25 
5- 


.00 


8.50 

6-75 
6.50 


1880 6.00 

1881 6.50 

1882 6.23 

Notes  on  the  preceding  facts.— I  hav< 
no  receipts  for  the  years  1800,  1861,  1866, 
1867,  1886.  They  have' been  mislaid.  1 
have    therefore    estimated    the    price    for 
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:  years.  The  price  -for  1902  was  for 
the  last  coal  that  1  was  able  to  obtain 
from  any  Providence  dealer — anthracite 
1  mean.     The  great  strike  was  "on". 

The   average  price  here  to  consul    . --. 
covering     forty-six     years,     was 
-even  -      $7  per  ton,    cc  v  e  ring 

the  terrible  years  of  the  war  and  : 
ing  it     The  price  oi  Si 2.00  paid  in  1871 
was  to  John  R.  V\"hi;e  6c  Son.     This  firm 
in    1S65    ..     rged    me    $1.00    per    toj     :    r 
"delivering"  the  coal.     Mr.  King] 
this    firm,    qu  »tes    the  "price    of   cc..'    f  r 
1876    as    being   $7.00.     Why    did    he    not 
select  the  year  1877.  when  I  paid  his  :  . 
$4-75?     He   citer    1892  as   being  $6.25.     I 

t       ipts  at  $5. 50.     He  cite  -   :  v 
as  bei::_  $7.     .     I        s   m  id  pay  $7.50. 

The  price  of  Ss.,~5   for   1875   is  While    & 
S   q's      I  hold  his  receipts. 

For  the  twelve  years,  1890-1901.  in- 
e,  the  average  price  was  S5.39.  For 
the  seven  years,  1895-1901,  inclusive.,  the 
average  price  wa-  55.25.  The  spc •: 
price  today  is  So. 25,  a  rise  :  :v...:'y  _: 
per  cent:  the  rate  oi  increase  in  1904 
was  24  per  cent,  and  for  1903  it  was  29 
per  cent.     The  price  to  dealers  here  was 


reduced  April  is:,  but  a  coi  ition  was 

:e  made  to  exact  the  winter  price 
■  :  $7.25  per  :  n  t  r  c  nsumers,  they  be- 
uring  the  i  nth  of  April. 
Mr.  Kii  gham's  purjx  »e  is  clc  .: 
hisl  ry  is  11  bject  lesson  for  the  peo- 
ple. 


THE     HISTORY    uF    THE    RHODE    ISLAND 

•BANK   PROCESS 

.  :.\      :    the  terrible  work  of  the  ge.\- 

erat  assembly  ix  connection 

WITH    IT. 

The  st  ident  t  the  Legislative  history 
of  Rhode  Island  is  continually  met.  be- 
tween the  years  1S1S  and  1856.  with  som 
r  Eer  1  :e  to  the  S"B  k  pr  .ess'*.  The 
earlie  si  f  thes  references  v  ithin  my 
present  ki     wledge   occurs  in   1  Resolution 

f    the    General    Assembly    apj    inting 

;ommittee    to    report    a    bill    relative    to 

"Bank  process".     This  was  in  February. 

1S1S.     The  resolution  required   .It:  "bill' 

secure  the  estates  of  debtors  attached 


judgment  upon  such  process  shall  have 
been  rendered  'oy  the  Court  tc  which 
?n  :li    pr    :ess     -   m  ide   retun   ...     It  is 
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again  referred  to  in  an  extremely  scarce 
Report  made  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
June,  1S26.  This  Report  was  written  b\ 
Benjamin  Hazard  oi  Newport.  At  page 
_'■ »  Mr.  Hazard  says  concerning  the  mat- 
ter: "It  is  regretted  by  everybody,  even 
by  banks  themselves,  that  the  'Bank 
process'  was  ever  originated;  its  severe 
pressure  upon  individuals  is  the  least  of 
its  ills;  it  draws  into  the  banks  all  the 
property  of  insolvent  debtors,  to  the  ex- 
clusion, near!)',  of  all  individual  credit- 
ors; and  worse  stiil  it  leads  banks  to  ex- 
tend and  multiply  loans  to  many  where 
ruin  is  the  inevitable  consequences  ;  it  is 
an  evil,  however,  which  cannot  be 
'remedied,  at  least  not  speedily.''  Refer- 
ence is  again  made  to  it  in  a  Report 
made  to  the  General  Assembly  in  June, 
1836.  This  Report  was  written  by 
Thomas  W.  Dorr  and  signed  by  himself, 
Samuel  Y.  Atwell  and  George  Curtis. 
On  page  13  these  gentlemen  say:  "The 
'Dank  process'  has  been  used  in  a  few- 
instances  where  the  money  discounted 
was  retained  in  the  Rank  from  the  hold- 
ers of  notes  or  other  collateral  security 
was  held  by  the  same,  and  the  ''Process' 
was    thus    loaned   for   the   benefit   of   en- 


dorsers. This  practice  is  deserving  of 
tlie  censure  of  the  General  Assembly. 
The  Rank  Process  was  not  given  for  a 
purpose  like  this.  No  good  reason  can 
be  given  for  its  longer  continuance;  a 
large  portion  of  the  Ranks  would  not 
object  to  its  abolition  :  and  a  majority 
of  the  committee  being  of  opinion  that 
the  powers  conferred  on  Ranking  Cor- 
porations are  sufficiently  extensive  with- 
out the  addition  of  this  marked  and  ex- 
clusive privilege,  have  reported  a  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  annexed  limiting  the 
Ranks  hereafter  to  the  same  remedies 
for  the  collection  of  debts  as  are  pos- 
sessed by  individuals  in  this  State." 
Curiosity  is  aroused  to  discover  the  char- 

,'trtpr      of      thlS"      pvtmordin^  rv     '"process* 

which  was  so  oppressive,  and  for  which 
so  acute  a  lawyer  as  .  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hazard  declared  there  was  no  remedy. 
It  surely  could  not  have  been  a  statute, 
tor  had  it  been,  the  repeal  of  the  statute 
would  have  furnished  speedily  an  ade- 
quate remedy.  There  was  no  statute. 
It  was  a  provision  placed  in  the  Charter 
of  each  individual  Rank,  but  varying  in 
its  powers,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of    each    charter.      The    law    which    Mr. 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO.. 

.    141  Westminster  Street 

P[X3VlDE\!Cr:,  P.  I. 
Capital    and    Surplus,  $1,000,000 

Government  Bonds, 

Local  Securities  and   High  Grade   Investments, 

Poreign   Exchange. 

Private  Telegraph  Wires  to  New  York  and  Boston. 


. 


"6 


Hazard  knew,  concerning  the  powers  of 
the  grantors  of  Charters  to  corporations 
to  change  the  powers  granted,  had  then 
(1826)  been  recently  fixed  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Dartmouth  College  Case;  and  it  was  this 
decision  which  led  him  to  declare  that 
as  against  this  'Bank  Process'  there  was 
no  remedy.  Let  me  therefore  enter  upon 
a  brief  account  of  this  most  curious 
legislation.  1  have  said  that  it  was  a 
provision  fixed  in  each  individual  char- 
ter. It  first  appeared  in  the  Charter 
granted  to  the  Providence  Bank  in  Octo- 
ber, 1791,  which  was  the  first  Bank  Char- 
ter granted  in  Rhode  Island.  The  clause 
is  very  elaborate,  but  it  need  not  be 
rt*pre>uiKC(j  111  iuu  ii«  OiviC*  t^  ...  ..lu. 
understanding  of  it;  a  debtor  was  obliged 
to  '"express  consent  in  writing  that  his 
obligate  n  ih  uld  be  negotiable  at  the 
Bank."  We  should  now  use  the  word 
"payable"  instead  of  negociable ;  in  case 
the  obligation  was  not  paid  when  due. 
"the  President  or,  in  his  absence,  the 
Threc  Directors  quarterly  chosen"  were 
to  cause  a  demand  to  be  made  in  writing 
upon  the  delinquent  debtor;  in  case  the 
obligation     remained     unpaid    ten     days, 


tnese  same  officers  could  "write  to  either 
of  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  or  Common 
Pleas  or  of  the  Superior  Court  and  order 
said  Cierk  to  issue  a  writ  of  Execution 
capias  satisfaciendum  sciri  facias,  anil 
attachment  of  real  estate  on  which  the 
debt  and  costs  may  be  levied."  and  the 
said  Clerks  were  required  to  is-ue  Ex- 
ecutions directed  to  any  Sheriit  or  Dep- 
uty who  were  required  to  serve  the  same; 
"all  of  which  shall  be  as  valid  and  ef- 
fectual in  law  as  if  the  same  had  issued 
on  judgment  regularly  obtained  accord- 
ing to  the  common  and  ordinary  course 
of  proceedings."  This  was  sufficiently 
severe,  but  it  was  mild  in  comparison 
with  that  which  followed.  The  writ 
menticried  above  wa;  2  'udic^al  ^T!"'t  <*.* 
execution,  issued  only  by  courts,  but  here 
the  Clerks  exercised  a  greater  power 
than  any  court  could  exercise.  Four 
years  later,  in  October,  1795,  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  Rhode  Island,  at  New- 
port, was  granted;  the  proce-s  against  a 
debtor  was  the  same  with  one  tre- 
mendous difference;  the  ten  days'  grace 
provided  by  the  first  Charter  was  taken 
away  by  this  second  charter;  instead  of 
writing,  the  bank  officers   were  to  cau-e 
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a  notary  public  to  protest  the  paper.    But  ; 
even  this  did  not  satisfy  the  Banks,  and 
they  sought  and  obtained  still  more  sum- 
mary powers  ;  this  appears  in  the  Charier 
of  the  Roger  Williams  Bank,  granted  in 
1803.        Under    this    extraordinary    gram 
the  Bank  officers  were  obliged  to  neither 
demand,    nor    write,    nor    protest;    they 
were  to  order  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  to  I 
proceed  to  business;  and  he  proceeded; 
it  by  accident,  or  design,  a  debtor  failed 
to  make  payment  before  3  o'clock  of  the  ; 
day  on  which  his  dbligation  became  due, 
an  attachment,  judgment,  and   execution 
could  be  obtained,  and  his  dwelling  sold  J 
at    four    o'clock;    the    Dank    became    its  ; 
owner,  and  every  other  creditor  being  left  I 
to  whistle,  as  he  took  the  ordinary  pro-  ] 
cess   of   the   law.     Such   was   the   "Bank  j 
Process"  of  Rhode  Island,  and  precisely  j 
in    this    form    it    was    incorporated    intc 
every    Bank    Charter    granted    in    Rhode 
island  from  1S03  down  to,  and  including, 
February,  1818.  In  that  month  ten  Banks 
were  Chartered  by  the  General  Assembly, 
all   with   these  same   extraordinary  pow-  j 
ers.     This   incredible  act   was   the   result  j 
of  a  clamor  raised  by  the  public  against   j 
such  an  outrage ;   the   General   Assembly  j 
yielded  to  the  Banks  by  granting  the  ten  j 

Mr.  Rider  wishes  to  purchase  a  copy  I 
of  "Early  Rhode  Island  Houses,"  by  Mr.  j 
Isham.  The  money  is  ready.  Address  j 
Sidney   S.    Rider.    Providence,   R.    I.         •  , 


Charters,  and  then  yielded  to  the  clamoi 
b}'  the  Resolution  which  1  have  cited  in 
the  first  part  of  the  paper;  this  Resolu- 
tion was  followed  by  a  law  which  pre- 
vented the  further  enacting  of  such  char- 
ters, but  did  nothing  effective  with  thosie 
in  existence  j  it  was  enacted  in  February. 
iSiS,  the  same  month  in  which  ten  Banks 
had  been  chartered;  the  authors  of  this 
law  were  Job  Durfee,  subsequently  Chief 
Justice,  and  Benjamin  and  Nathaniel 
Hazard.  Thirty  Banks  had  been  incor- 
porated with  these  extraordinary  powers. 
According"  to  the  Report  of  1826,  by  Mr. 
Hazard,  there  were  44  Bank.-,  in  the  little 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  while  in  the  State 
of  Xew  York  there  were  but  43,  and  in 
Pennsylvania  but  20.  People  have  often 
wondered  why  there  were  so  many  banks 
in  Rhode-' Bland ;  here  at  least  was  one 
of  the  causes. 


It  was  a  splendid  idea,  the  luring  of 
twenty-nine  thousand  dollars  by  the  city 
to  be  used  in  moving  the  monuments  on 
Exchange  Place:  but  I  suggest  an 
amendment,  put  these  ornamental  memo- 
rials on  wheels,  or  rollers. 


The  building  of  a   traffic  bridge,  even 
at  a  cost  of  $100,000,  at  the  Grove  street 
crossing,  with  two  arches,  would  pay  as  j 
an    investment  by   the    increased    taxable  . 
value   of   the   lands    adjacent;    moreover, 
it    would    redeem    from    ridicule    a    huge  ; 
tract.  I 


That  malady  of  humanity  known  to- 
day as  "Appendicitis."  was,  to  Syden- 
ham, the  greatest  of  English  physicians, 
known  as  the  "Iliac  Passion."  Xow  like 
barbarians,  most  doctors  thrust  a  knife 
into  the  sick,  on  the  probable  ground  that 
if  the  disease  don't  kill,  the  knife  will. 
Sydenham's  remedy  was  different  :  "Ap- 
ply warm  flannels  soaked  in  spirits  of 
wine  (or  alcohol)  ;''  or  "hold  a  live- 
puppy  constantly  on  the  belly."  Dr. 
Trisot's  remedy,  1767,  was  "to  lake, 
ounce  by  ounce,  a  pound  and  a  half  of 
Quicksilver."  Dr.  Trisot  has  himself 
told  us  of  some  of  the  remedies  used  by 
the  physicians  of  his  time  in  the  curing 
of  diseases.  One  was  the  swallowing  of 
bullets;  another  was  the  tying  of  a  live 
sheep  to  foot  bed  post  of  the  bed  on 
which  the  sick  were  laid,  in  the  belief 
that  the  animal  would  by  inhalation 
draw  the  disease  out  of  the  legs  of  the 
person  afflicted.  Such  was  the  medical 
humbugery  of  the  year  1750  both  in  Eng 
land  and  on  the  Continents. 
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Britannica,    the    Litest    edition,    contains 


THE    ORIGIN    OF    INOCULATION 
AND   VACCINATION. 

The  idea   of   inoculation   as   a  preven- 
ts e  to  small  pr»\  originated  among  the 

Turks.       But      it      came     into      England 
through    the    effort-    of    Lady    Montagu 
early   in    the    iSth    Century.      Inoculation 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  vaccina- 
tion.    It  consisted  in  taking  poison  mat- 
ter  from  a  pustule  on  a  person  .sick  with   , 
small  pox,  and  thrusting  it  into  the  flesh   ' 
of   another    person.      Vaccination    makes   • 
the    gash,    but    takes    the    poison    matter,   j 
from    some    brute    animals    poison    sore,   j 
Jenner  merely  changed  ihe  matter.  Con-   J 
ccrning    inoculation,    the    Encyclopaedia   j 


douht  both  from  the  statistics  of  the 
Small  Pox  and  Inoculation  Hospital  in 
London,  and  from  the  testimony  of 
physicians  throughout  the  country  that 
this  practice  made  a  marked  impression 
upon  the  fatality  decrease,  and  was  itself 
attended  with  extremely  little  risk  of 
life."  Such  a  citation  of  evidence  is  ut- 
terly worthless.  In  what  consisted  "a 
marked  impression'' — was  it  pock 
marked  ?  But  now  read  how  this  writer 
destroys  himself  in  the  same  article: 
"The  objections  to  it  were  great;  for 
although  conveying  the  small  pox  usual- 
ly in  a  mild  form,  it  not  unfrequently 
took  effect  severely,  and  while  death 
might  be  averted,  the  disfiguring  results 
of  the  disease  remained.  Further,  each 
inoculated  person  upon  whom  the  oper- 
ation took  effect  became  for  the  time  a 
source  of  infection  to  others;  in  point  of 
fact  the  practice  tended  to  spread  ihe 
disease,  and  increase  the  mortality."  Did 
ever  anybody  read  more  contradictory 
nonsense?  It  was  compulsory  in  Eng- 
land before  1800  (Willich's  Lectures  on 
the  most  rational  means  of  possessing 
health.  First  Boston  edition,  from  the 
second  London  edition,  1800,  p.  14), 
Look  at  the  astounding  work:  in  order 
to  prevent  a  man  from  having  the  small 
pox,  they  thru-;  the  matter  into  his  flesh, 
arid  forced  the  disease  upon  him  at  once. 


Ir  went  for  half  a  century,  side  by  side, 
with  vaccination,  when  Parliament  en- 
acted a  law  making  inoculation  a  crim- 
inal offence,  punishable  by  imprisonment. 
Mere  is  the  law:  "Any  Person  who  shall, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
produce,  or  attempt  to  produce,  in  any 
person  the  Small  Pox  by  Inoculation 
vvith  Variolous  Matter;  or,  by  wilful  ex- 
posure to  Variolous  Matter;  or  to  any 
Matter,  Article,  or  Thing  impregnated 
with  Variolous  Matter;  or  wilfully,  by 
any  other  means  whatsoever,  produce 
the  Disease  Small  Pox,  in.  any  person 
in  England,  Wales,  Ireland,  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against,  and  convicted  summarily 
before  any  two  or  more  Justices,  -hall. 
upon  conviction,  for  every  suck  offmcc, 
be  imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  one 
month."     (Act    of    Parliament.    Victoria 


3- 


cp.   29.)      If  this   is   not 


evidence  01 

the  great  value  of  inoculation,  which 
was  simply  vaccination,  in  England  in 
1840,  what  is  it?  But  I  must  return  to 
the  interesting  accounts  by  Lady  Mon- 
tagu. Her  husband  was  sent,  in  1716, 
ambassador  to  Turkey;  and  while  with 
him  in  Turkey,  Lady  Montagu  became 
infatuated  with  Eastern  life  and  ideas. 
She  wrote  to  her  English  friends  at 
home  brilliant  letters  concerning  what 
she  had  seen  and  learned.  One  of  these 
letters,  written  April  1,  17  r  7.  from 
Adrianople,  related  to  inoculation.  She 
herself  had  suffered  with  the  disease; 
and  she  had  lost  a  brother  with  it.  This 
is  her  account:  ''Apropos  of  distempers, 
I  am  going  to  tell  you  a  thing  that  will 
make  you  wish  yourself  here.  The 
Small  Pox,  so  fatal,  and  so  general 
among  us,  is  here  entirely  harmless,  by 
the  invention  of  ingrafting,  which  is  the 
term  they  give  it.  There  is  a  set  of  old 
women  who  make  it  their  business  to 
perform  the  operation  every  autumn,  in 
the  month  of  September,  when  the  heat 
is  abated.  People  send  to  one  another 
to  know  if  any  of  their  family  has  a 
mind  to  have  the  small  pox;  they  make 
parties  for  tin's  purpose;  and  when  they 
are  met,  commonly  fifteen  or  sixteen  to- 
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gether,  the  old  woman  comes  with  a  nut 

shell  of  the  Matter  of  the  best  soil  of 
Small  Pox.  and  asks  what  vein  yon 
please  to  have  opened.  She  immediately 
rips  open  that  yon  offer  to  her  with  a 
large  needle,  which  gives  yon  no  more 
pain  than  a  common  scratch,  and  puts 
into  that  vein  as  much  Matter  as  can 
lye  upon  the  head  of  the  needle ;  and 
after  that  hinds  up  the  little  wound  with 
a  hollow  hit  of  shell,  and  in  this  manner 
opens  four  or  five  veins."  (Lady  Mon- 
tagu's Letters,  WharnelifTs  ed.,  v.  I, 
PP-  391-  39--)  Her  attempts  to  intro- 
duce the  beastly  practice  into  England 
was  serioiisly  resisted  by  the  people.  But 
the  aristocratic  element,  with,  whom  she- 
was  allied,  at  last  took  hold  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  in  a  way  forced  it.  Lord  Wham- 
cliff  has  narrated  her  success.  "Four 
great  physicians  were  deputed  by  the 
Government  to  watch  the  progress  of 
her  daughter's  inoculation;  they  betrayed 
not  only  such  incredulity  as  to  its  suc- 
cess, but  such  an  unwillingness  to  have 
it  succeed,  and  such  an  evident  spirit  of 
rancour,  and  malignity,  that  she  never 
cared  t'o  leave  the  child  alone  with  them 
one  second,  lest  it  should  in  some  secret 
way  suffer  from  their  interference" 
(Letters,  i,  y;).  Directly  across  the 
Bt>sphorus  "ingrafting"  assumed  a  relig- 
ious aspect;  the  semi-barbarian  thought 
it  necessary  to  place  one  injection  of 
Matter  in  the  center  of  the  forehead,  in 
order  that  God  might  see  it,  and  govern 
himself  accordingly.  Such  was  the 
origin  of  "Jenner's  invention."  For  a 
century  our  Doctors  followed  Lady  Mon- 
tagu, and  the  old  women  of  Turkey; 
now  they  have  gone  back  to  the  Matter 
out  of  the  sores  on  brute  animals.  Un- 
der the  strong  light  of  such  a  history, 
men  should  read  the  astounding  Decision 
of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Jacob  son  case. 


The  story  of  hrv:  the  people's  money 
went  in  the  building  of  the  State  Sani- 
torium   would    make    instructive   reading. 


THOMAS      BABINGTON      MACAU- 
LAY'S    PROPHECY    CONCERN- 
ING TH1-:  UNITED  STATES 
MADE  IN   1824. 

Richard  Quongti,  is  a  pseudonym 
which  canm>t  be  found  in  Mr.  Cushing's 
admirable  book,  nor  in  any  other  collec- 
tions of  pseudonyms.  It  is  given  as  the 
author  of  "A  prophetic  account  of  a 
Grand  National  Poem  to  be  entitled  The 
IVellingtoniad,  and  to  be  published  A.  D. 
2824."  Charles  Knight  (Passages  of  a 
Working  Life.  Eng.  Ed.,  v.  I,  p.  333) 
says:  "Mr.  Macaulay  contributed  the 
above  to  the  sixth  number  of  Knight's 
Quarterly  Magazine."  Mr.  Knight  con- 
tinues, "Tile  humor  is  admirable.  But 
in  the  extraordinary  account  of  Quongti, 
would  the  author  of  this  clever  jcu  d'es- 
prit  have  postponed  for  a  thousand  years, 
had  he  happily  been  now  living,  such  a 
consummation  as  that  alluded  to  on  no- 
ticing Quongti's  travels  to  the  United 
States  of  America?  "That  tremendous 
war  which  will  be  fatal  to  American  lib- 
erty will  at  that  time  be  raging  through 
the  whole  federation.  At  New  York  trav- 
elers will  hear  of  the  final  defeat,  and 
death  of  the  illustrious  champion  of 
freedom,  Jonathan  Iligginbottom,  and  of 
the  elevation  of  Ebenezer  Hogsflesh  to 
the  perpetual  Presidency"  (Knight's 
Passage-,  Eng.  Ed.  1,  333).  An  Ameri- 
can edition  of  Knight's  book  was  pub- 
lished in  Boston  in  1874,  ten  years  later 
than  the  English  Edition,  but  this  par- 
agraph is  omitted.  Macaulay's  prophecy 
was  printed  in  1824.  Knight's  reference 
to  it  was  made  at  the  close  of  our  war 
of  the  Southern  Rebellion,  waged  to  per- 
petuate slavery.  The  present  situation 
}f  the  Government  under  the  Oil  Trust : 
the  Beef  Trust;  the  Steel  Trust;  the  To- 
bacco Trust;  and  the  Gas  Lighting 
Swindles,  makes  Macaulay's  prophecy 
the  most  remarkable  in  American  His- 
tory. An  Ebenezer  Hogsflesh  sits  at  the 
head  of  each  of  these  Trusts. 


So 


UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and    Westminster  Streets.         * 


IT  TAKES  COURAGE  for  some  people  to  turn  about  in  the  road 
they  are  travelling  and  retrace  their  steps  in  narrower  but  safer 
paths.  If  you  are  spending  every  dollar  you  earn,  in  duty  to 
yourself  and  others  you  should  get  courage,  turn  about,  and 
save.  The  time  may  come  when  the  dollars  may  be  needed 
more  than  they  are  now.  For  your  own  good  open  a  bank  ac- 
count. 
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This    Bank    pays    rOuR 

We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 
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In  the  reading"  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1S12".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  Pie  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  tSii.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
Ih's  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Miss  Marguerite 
McLean  Reid  of  the  Public  Library; 
and  to  Mr.  II.  L.  Koopman  of  the  Uni- 
versity Library,  for  assistance  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  recent  essay  on  the  word 
Gavel.  The  publication  of  this  article 
cost  the  loss  of  a  subscriber,  a  Roman 
Catholic  Priest,  doubtless  offended  at 
the  reference  note  taken  from  the  Douay 
Bible. 


A  contribution  to  American  Thalas- 
sography.  Three  Cruises  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1877  to  iS8o,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
Boston,  1888.     Price  $4-5<*x 


The    Duel    between    Aaron    Burr    and 

I  Alexander  Hamilton  took  place   in  July, 

j  1804.     The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Evening 

I  Post    (William    Coleman)     immediately 

'  published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 

i  It   is  entitled  "A   Collection   of  the   facts 

I  and   documents   relative  to  the   death   of 

I  Major    Gen.    Alexander    Hamilton,    with 

j  Comments,"    etc.,    N.     Y.,     1804.      Price 

j  $5.00.     An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 

I  teresting  book. 
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COURTS     OF    LAST     RESORT     IN 
RHODE  ISLAND. 
The  N.  Y.  Times,  27th  May,  contained 

4-U..    +.-.11 \^n  . 

HISTORIC    COURT    ABOLISHED. 

RHODE    ISLANDS    APPELLATE    DIVISION     HAD 
EXISTED     SINCE    CROMWELL'S     TIME. 

Newport,  May  26. — The  Appellate  Di- 
vision of  the  Rhode  Island  Supreme 
Court,  which  has  been  in  existence  200 
years,  was  abolished  today.  Its  place 
will  be  taken  b&r  the  Superior  Court, 
created  by  the  Legislature. 

Justice  Blodgett,  in  winding  up  the 
court's  affairs,  said  it  dated  from  the 
protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
had  existed  through  the  reign  of  all 
subsequent  kings  of  England,  through 
the  Revolution  down  through  the  life  of 
the  Republic.  The  old  court  building  is 
famous  because  from  its  balcony  the  ac- 
cession of  kings  was  proclaimed  ;  within 
its  walis  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  read  for  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Supposing  that  the  report  by  the 
Journal  of  Mr.  Justice  Blodgett's  re- 
marks at  Newport  are  true,  the  preced- 
ing.  paragraph  does  him  injustice.  He 
did  not  say  that  the  Appellate  Division 
of  the  Supreme  Court  had  been  in  exist- 
ence 200  years.  This  Appellate  Division 
was  an  unconstitutional  bod}'  "enacted" 
in  1893.  It  never  possessed  the  right 
to  make  a  legal  decree.  •  It  has  now  been 


destroyed   and   a    Supreme   Court   estab- 
lished on  the   lines  of  the   Constitution. 

Mr.  Blodgett  continues  : 

"Sixteen  years  before  R"ino  Charles 
the  Second  granted  the  charter  of  1663 
to  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  then  acting  under  the 
charter  granted  during  the  protectorate 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  created  a  "General 
Court  of  Tryalls"  for  the  colony.  From 
1647  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  258 
years,  the  highest  court  of  the  colony 
and  State,  under  changing  titles  and 
varying  jurisdiction,  has  held  its  session 
in  Newport. 

"Today  is  concluded  the  Last  regular 
session  of  the  court  of  last  resort  in  this 
place." 

From  1647  until  1842  no  judicial  Court 
of  Last  Resort  ever  sat  at  Newport  nor 
anywhere  else  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
court,  in  1647,  was  not  created  by  the 
General  Assembly — but  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  It  did  not  outlive  the  Cromwell 
protectorate,  being  practically  destroyed 
by  the  Coddington  Affair  in  1651.  This 
court  consisted  of  the  President  or  Gov- 
ernor of  the  colony,  and  four  assistant.-. 
It  was  a  mere  "preliminary  to  the  Court 
of  Commissioners,"  but  the  Court  of 
Last  Resort  was  then  the  whole  body 
of  the  people  acting  as  a  General  Assem- 
bly. The  court  constructed  by  or  under 
the  Charter  of  1603  was  entirely  a  Gen- 
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eral  Assembly  body.  There  was  never 
a  moment  from  [663  until  1843  when 
a  decree  was  final.  The  General  Assem- 
bly in  gram!  committee  '"rattled"  any 
decree  and  any  verdict  ever  given.  Mr. 
Justice  Blodgett  is  wholly  in  error. 
-  The  antiquity  of  the  Newport  State 
House  means  nothing.  That  building 
was  constructed  in  1740;  the  East  Green- 
wich State  House  in  1750;  the  South 
Kingston  State  House  in  1753;  the  Bris- 
tol State  House  in  1768,  and  the  present 
Providence  building  in  1750.  There  is  I 
little  difference  in  their  antiquity.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  pub-  j 
licly  read  from  both  Newport  and  Provi- 
dence.     It   is   believed   bv  some   lawyers  ! 


constructed  which  is  beyond  the  power 
of  interference  by  the  General  Assembly. 
But  the  writer  does  not  yet  quite  see  it. 
Mr.  Blodgett  continues: 

"I  think  Newport  has  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinction, unique  in  this  country,  of  being 
the  place  wherein  the  sessions  of  the 
highest  court  in  the  colony  and  State 
have  been  continuously  held  from  the 
beginning,  and  for  a  period  of  more  than 


250  years.  I  know  of  no  building  pos- 
sessing equal  antiquity  and  in  which  the 

court  of  last  resort  has  continued  to  sit 
until  the  present  time  as  the  court  has 
continued  to  sit  here." 

It  would  be  difficult  to  write  a  para- 
graph wider  from  the  truth  than  that — 
but  I  will  come  again  to  the  subject,  for 
it   is   time  that  the  actual  facts  appear. 

GENERAL    KIXu's    NEW    NOVEL,    THE    MEDAL 
OF    HONOR. 

General  Charles  King  comes  again 
with  a  new  novel,  entitled  "The  Medal 
of  Honor".  The  story  opens  at  West 
Point,  but  quickly  changes  to  Arizona' — 
then  an  Indian  country — the  time  being 
inckL  11  nv.ii  oyive.st.ei  .uun^  \_iiozo  de- 
scribed in  the  dictionaries  as  an  "Ex- 
plorer") described  that  wilderness.  The 
chief  actors  in  the  story  are  officers  of  a 
regiment  of  U.  S.  cavalry,  then  there 
as  a  restraint  upon  the  Indians,  and 
subject  to  occasional  skirmishes.  There 
were  some  ladies  at  the  fort  where  the 
regiment  was  quartered.  They  were 
chiefly  the  wives  of  the  officers ;  but 
there    were    other   voting   ladies    not    vet 
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:    rupt         rality.      Don't    solicit     '.      . 

K        -      "        _    where     ith   :      run    S  tm  I 
schc     -. 


Mr.   R       r  wishes  1  ise     .    : 

f  "Early  ]  :  [slar  '.'  - . --. "  by  Mr. 
[sham.  The  money  is  ready.  A  Idress 
E         .    £     . .     .  -    :  "        lence.  R.  I. 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO.. 

141  Westminster  Street, 

PROVIDENCE,  Q.  i. 

Capital    and    Surplus,  SI. 000,000 

Government   Bor   s, 

Local  Securities  and   High  Grade   Investments, 

roreign   Excnange. 

Private  Telegr  .•  to  New  Yorh  aad  Bosrc  . 
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01. i>  TALKS    WROUGHT    1XT0    MODERN    IDEALS. 

There  were  days  long-  since  departed 
when  a  child,  whom  I  knew,  went  to  a 
country  school  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut. 
of  which  George  \V.  Spalding  was  the 
teacher.  It  was  the  practice  of  this 
teacher,  at  the  afternoon  sessions,  when 
the  lessons  had  all  been  recited,  to  talk 
of  tilings  or  read  us  accounts  of  men 
famous  in  history,  and  this  child  (my- 
self) sometimes  made  notes  of  things 
which  this  teacher  told  us.  These  I  made 
and  now  have  the  notes  written  in  my 
ninth  year  concerning  Alaric,  King  of 
the  Goths,  as  the  teacher  called  them, 
but  now  it  is  the  Visigoths ;  and  Gen- 
seric,  King  of  the  Vandals,  and  all  his 
frightful  cruelties;  and  of  Hadriaenus, 
the  greatest  of  the  Roman  Emperors. 
IK  told  us  of  Hades  as  being  a  place 
of  departed  spirits,  but  he  failed  to  tell 
us  how  Hades,  or  Pluton,  as  some  now 
call  him,  kept  the, gates  locked  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  souls  departed,  and  their 
return  to  earth.  He  told  us  one  after- 
noon of  the  trees  which  of  themselves 
made  forests — the  Bobab  and  the  Palm. 
It  has  taken  me  long  to  discover  any 
acount  of  the  Bobab:  but  at  last  I  found 


it.     1    had   spelled  it   wrongly;    it   should 
have    been    Baobab,    or    Bahobab.      But 

you  will  not  find  it   in  any  modern  book. 
He  described  to  us  the  Peak  Cumalarei, 

which,  he  told  us,  was  the  highest  of 
the  Himalaya  Mountains — 1  cannot  now 
find  the  name  in  use.  But  1  find  Johnavi 
and  Gaurisankav,  but  on  our  American 
maps  it  is  "Everest".  Such  work  de- 
serves destruction.  The  Pyramids  were 
subjects  of  his  talks,  and  so,  too,  were 
the  temples  cut  in  the  Rocks  of  India; 
but  my  child  notes  of  these  talks  are 
lost.  Most  interesting  to  me  now  are 
my  notes  of  my  teacher's  talks  about 
Rhode  Island — and  this  concerning 
Roger  Williams :  "His  political  princi- 
ples were  as  liberal  as  his  religious  opin- 
ions; the  colonists  were  obliged  to  sub- 
mit only  to  such  laws  as  did  not  affect 
the  conscience;  God  alone  was  respected 
as  the  Ruler  of  conscience".  That  was 
written  more  than  sixty  years  ago.  Sav- 
ing the  last  three  words  I  could  not  do 
much  better  now.  Strangely  enough, 
these  reminiscences  came  to  me  from 
the  receiving  of  a  book  for  notice.  The 
title  was  "Old  Tales  and  Modern 
Ideals — A     Series     of     Talks     to     High 


INDUSTRIAL  TRUST  COMPANY, 

49  WESTMINSTER  ST.,    PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Capital,  $3,000,000.  Surplus  and   Profits    (over)    $4,000,000. 


Transacts  a  General  Banking-  and  Trust  Business. 
Legal   Depository   for  Executors,   Administrators, 

DIRECTORS. 


Interest   paid   on    Deposits. 
Guardians,   Trustees,   Etc. 


Samuel  P.  Colt, 
Olney  T.  Inman, 
George  P.  Wetmore, 
William  R.  Dupee, 
Warren  O.  Arnold, 
Richard  A.    Robertson, 
Joshua   M.   Addeinan, 
W.  T.  C.  Wardwell, 
James  M.  Scott, 
William  II.  Perry, 

SAMUEL    P.    COL/I 


Arthur  L.   Kelley, 
II.  Martin  Brown, 
Frederick  Tompkins, 
Devi  P.   Morton, 
James  Stillman, 
George   F.   Baker. 
Richard  A.   McCurdv 
G.   G.   Haven, 
Thomas   F.    Ryan, 
Henry  A.  C.  Taylor, 
J.  Milton  Payne, 
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CYRUS   P\    BROWN,   Treasurer. 
WARD    E.    SMITH,    Secretary 


George  M.   Thornton, 
George  H.  Norman, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 
Elbridge  T.  Gerry, 
Jacob  H.   Schiff, 
Richard  S.   How  land, 
Charles  C.   Harrington, 
Joseph   Davol, 
Louis  H.  Comstock, 
Herbert  N.   Fenner. 
Eben  N.  Littlefield. 

J.   M.   ADDEMAN,    Vico-Presirhmt. 
WALDO  M.  PLACE,  Asst.  Treasurer. 
HENRY  B.   CONGDON,  Asst.  Sec'y. 


School  Students",  by  John  Herbert  Phil-  J 

lips,  Superintendent  oi  Public  Schools, 
Birmingham,  Alabama.  It  has  been  the  j 
proctice  of  this  superintendent  to  give 
brief  talks  to  the  assembled  students 
every  Monday  morning.  The  presenta- 
tion of  worthy  ideals  and  the  inspiration 
to  nobler  li\ing  have  always  been  the 
dominant  ends  in  view."  Mr.  Phillips 
tells  the  classic  story  of  Perseus  and 
Medusa,  and  how  every  student  is  a 
modern  Perseus.  ''Physics  gives  you  the 
mastery  of  matter  and  its  laws;  electrical 
science  equips  you  with  a  giant's  power; 
chemistry  and  biology  introduce  you  intc 
the  secret  chambers  of  creative  power; 
geology  enables  you  to  read  the  liand- 
\\'r}ti-ncr  of  God  in  *'""*  strata  of  the 
earth ;  fundamental  to  all  science  is 
mathematics;  for  all  nature  is  based 
upon  exact  mathematical  laws.  The 
mastery  of  these  sciences  will  make  you 
the  possessor  of  the  magic  helmet  of 
Piuto".  There  is  another  talk  on  "The 
Kingdom  of  Man"  which  is  admirable. 
'"The  life  of  the  state  consists  not  in  the 
abundance  of  its  taxable  .values  and 
bank  .deposits,  nor  yet  in  its  history  and 
cherished  traditions,  but  in  the  facilities 


Mr.  Rider  wishes  to  sell  (for  a 
friend)  a  fine  set  of  Smith's  Bible  Dic- 
tionary. It  is  the  American  edition,  in 
four  volumes,  bound  in  half  calf,  and  in 
excellent  condition.  It  will  be  sold  for 
£10.00;  not  one-half  its  value  to  any 
man  who  desires  to  attain  real  learning. 


Gazetteer  of  Massachusetts,  with  an  ! 
historical  sketch  of  the  principal  events,  j 
from  its  settlement  to  the  present  time  | 
(1828).  This  historical  sketch  covers  i 
140  pages.  It  is  a  chronological  list  of  j 
events.  The  most  interesting  part  is  ; 
that  given  to  the  "Aborigines",  or  In- 
dians. Nevvburyport, •  1828  (map  miss- 
ing).    $1.00. 


it  provides  for  the  development  of  a 
noble,      intelligent     citizenship".        "The 

philosophy  of  right  living  is  strikingly 
expressed  by  Zoroaster,  the  old  Persian 
sage.  "I  was  in  darkness."  he  said, 
"but  I  took  three  steps  and  found  myself 
in  Paradise.  The  fust  step  was  a  good 
thought ;  the  second  a  good  word  ;  the 
third  a  good  deed".  "These  three  steps 
indicate  the  boundary  lines  of  human 
responsibility."  Such  thoughts  cover  the 
real  field  of  teaching— teaching  young 
men  and  women  to  think.  1  will  give- 
two  or  three  more  illustrations. 

The  classic  story  of  Janus,  the  Gate 
God,  who  had  two  faces,  and  look  for- 
ward and  backward,  is  used  to  teach 
self-examination  while  we  are  entering 
the  great  world  and  looking  only  ahead. 
"The  extent  of  your  outlook  will  be 
proportioned  to  the  depth  of  your  in- 
look",  the  learned  author  tells  his  pupils. 
Another  talk  was  upon  "Student's  Divi- 
dends''. Here  is  one  of  them:  "Mere 
knowledge  is  not  power.  Mere  informa- 
tion is  not  dynamic.  You  must  have- 
power  to  think  and  to  reason  for  your- 
self. Real  thinking  is  a  difficult  task ; 
it  is  a  power  only  developed  by  con- 
Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  II.  G.  Spafiord,  with  a  new  map  of 
the  State,  1824.  "An  ample  description 
of  its  counties,  towns,  cities,  villages, 
canals,  mountains,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks, 
and  natural  topography."  This  book  is 
curious  in  its  Indian  names  and  their 
definitions.  I  mention  two  or  three : 
Shawangunk,  Shandakan,  Schoharie, 
Schaghiicoke,  Saratoga.  Mr.  Spaffbrd 
has  much  to  say  of  Stephen  Van  Ran- 
sellaer,  the  Patroon,  whose  holding!  of 
land,  never  bought  nor  paid  for,  were 
described  as  being  24  miles  wide  and  42 
miles  long,  and  containing  645.120  acre-". 
Mr.  Spafiord  has  only  words  of  admira- 
tion for  this  gigantic  swindle.  Price 
S2.00. 


86 


tinned,    persistent    exercise".      "The    best 
and  most  successful  student  is  him  who 
studies    alone,    learns    perseverance,    and 
cultivate-    patience".      The  Superintend- 
ent  thus  tersely  sets  forth  the  "Thiloso- 
pry  of  Want."'     It   lies  in  the  incitement   I 
to  overcome  want;   "if  your  want  is  in-   j 
tense   enough    you    will    succeed".    \\  her-   j 
ever  we  find  no  want,  hut  only  absolute 
contentment,  we   rind  no  growth."      'I  his   j 
book  is  most   suggestive  and  filled   with  ! 
good    thought.     It   ought   to  be   read   by   j 
every  teacher  and  studied  by  every  young   j 
man    and    woman.     It    is    published    by 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.  of  New  York  City. 


A  Cambridge  clergyman,  the  Rev.  C. 
V.  Doles,  and  a  Cambridge  professor,  j 
15.  E.  Howard,  sel-m  to  think  that  gangs 
of  legal  thieves  are  far  more  to  be  re- 
spected than  are  the  "'Independent  Order  I 
of  Common  Scolds".  These  gentlemen 
ought  to  remove  to  Philadelphia. 


'1  lie  medical  work  of  the  Japanese  in 
m  .  ing  their  sick  and  wounded  is  one 
of  the  greatest  lessons  taught  the  world 
in  the  great  war  in  Manchuria.  Nothing 
like  it  h*ts  ever  before  been  known.  Arita 
Newcomb  McGee,  an  American  physi- 
cian, who  served  at  Hiroshima,  the  great- 
est hospital  in  Japan,  has  in  a  paper,  all 
too  briefly,  told  the  story  in  the  Century. 
I   will  give  her  opening  paragraph  : 

"Typhoid,  that  dread  scourge  of  sol- 
diers, has  been  almost  eliminated  from 
the  Japanese  army  in  the  present  war. 
This  is  only  one  of  a  number  of  achieve- 
ments in  the  prevention  of  disease  and 
death  which  I  observed  while  supervisor 
of  nurses  at  the  great  base  of  the  army 
at  Hiroshima,  while  on  the  hospital 
ships  and  while, at  hospitals  on  the  Yah: 
River,  in  Manchuria.  At  these  and  at 
other  places  1  had  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities for  noting  the  medical,  surgical 
and  sanitary  precautions  which  have  pro- 
duced such  remarkable  results." 


We  had  never  supposed  that  for  the 
establishment  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
this  nation  was  indebted  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  or  the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  as  the 
reviewer  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Allen's  "Our  Navy 
and  the  Barbary  Corsairs,"  in  the  Ar<j- 
tion,  seems  to  affirm.  There  was  never 
any  government  named  Barbary,  nor 
'a as  there  any  union  of  Barbary  Stales. 
barbary  means  those  tracts  of  high  land 
north  of  the  Desert  of  Sahara,  and  ex- 
tending from  Egypt,  west.  The  inhabit- 
ants there  were  a  mere  gang  of  pirates, 
fr<  m  the  earliest  times.  They  were  sea 
robbers,  seizing  the  ships  of  every  na- 
tion, without  serious  opposition  from 
any  '  nation  ;  confiscating  property  and 
holding  men  for  ransom;  or  making 
slavery  of  such  as  could  find  no  ransom. 
An  art  of  this  latter  species  was  done 
only  last  year.  Mr.  Alien's  book  has 
chiefly  to  do  with  the  work  of  these 
Pirates,  or  Corsairs,  as  he  calls  them, 
during  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century, 


1800-1850.  He  alludes  to  an  interest  in 
these  Pirates,  which  "began  almost  with 
the  founding  of  Plymouth ;"  but  makes 
no  mention  of  cases,  or  to  parties.  No 
mention  is  made  of  the  Rhode  Island 
case.  William  Harris  sailed  in  1677 
from  Boston  in  a  ship  going  to  England. 
The  ship  was  captured  by  these  Pirates, 
and  Harris  taken  to  Algiers,  where  he 
was  sold  into  slavery.  There  he  was 
driven  for  two  years;  all  the  while  en- 
deavoring to  get  his  friends  in  Connec- 
ticut or  Massachusetts  to  send  money 
for  his  ransom.  Connecticut  sent  the 
money.  A  case  so  famous  should  have 
been  mentioned  in  Mr.  Allen's  look'. 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ser- 
mon preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
29  Feb.,  1699-1700  by  S.  Willard,  teacher 
of  a  church  there.  Boston  in  X.  E.  (B. 
Green),  1700.     $3.00. 
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It    has    been    supposed    that    bayonet 
wounds    were    becoming    infrequent,   but 
Dr.  McGee  says  that   seven   per  cent,  of  i 
all   wounds  are  by  cold   steel.     She  tells   | 
the   story   of    Private    Nakano,   who   was   I 
one    of   her    patients,   who   bad   received  | 
no    fewer    than    twenty    such    cold    steel 
wounds;   and   yet    in    five   weeks   he   was 
virtually  a  well   man.     Dr.   McGee  says: 
"Japanese    surgeons,    as    well    as    sanita- 
rians, are  making  great  strides  in  saving  I 
soldiers    from    unnecessary    death;    their   ! 
country   will    lead   the   world   in   military  j 
sanitation." 


A  recent  newspaper  has  this: 
"The  man  who  now  lives  in  the  house 
where  Walt  Whitman  was  born  in 
Huntington,  L.  I.,  rs  so  stuffy  that  he 
won't  let  the  women  of  the  Colonial  So- 
ciety of  that  place  erect  a  tablet  on  the 
house  or  on  the  grounds.  So  the  women 
have  moved  upon  the  highway  commis- 
sioners, and  these  officials,  they  say,  will 
allow  a  tablet  to  be  set  up  in  the  road 
directly  in  front.  How  happy  the  man 
will  be  then!'5 


Not  one  of  these  women  could  read 
in  a  man's  presence  the  nasty  things 
printed    in    the   "Leaves   of   Grass" — who 

wants  a  monument  in  the  street,  in  front 
ox  his  home,  which  creates  a  stench 
every  time  he  goes  into  the  street. 


The  happiest  financial  failure,  of  which 
1  have  memory,  is  that  just  announced 
in  Boston,  of  Burnett,  Cummings  &  Co. 

1  he  firm  owe  nearly  two  millions,  with 
practically  no  assets.  Two  or  three 
Savings  Banks  in  Rhode  Island  are 
among  the  larger  creditors.  The  officers 
hasten  to  inform  the  public,  through  the 
newspapers,  that  no  loss  comes  to  the 
savings,  of  which  they  are  the  guardians. 
Such  >» Oik  ant!  suuii  sLaicmeuts  are  sun 
ply  damnable,  and  the  newspaper;  are 
filled  with  them. 


The  Rhode  Island  Superior  Court,  no 
matter  how  personally  good  it  may  be. 
was  the  creation  of  the  State  Republi- 
can machine,  manipulated  not  by  the 
General  Assembly,  but  b\r  certain  indi- 
viduals. 


WANTED! 

OuD    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

Correspondence    Solicited. 

BURNETT    RIDER, 
10   Hammond   SL,  Providence,  R.   I. 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R.     i. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


THE  WRITER  WISHES 


to  buy  a  Set  of  the 


U ROD fiH 


sMGANSETl  CLUB  PUBLICATIONS. 

6  Vo'.s.,  Cloth. 
Spot  C.ish  will   be   paid. 

S10REY  S.  RIDER,  73  Almy  Street,  -  Providence. 


Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $300. 
It  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book -Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property,"  etc 


Soldier's  Pocket  Bible  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Printed  at  London  by  G.  B.  and  R.  W. 
for  G.  C.  1643.  Reprinted  at  New  York, 
1S61,  for  the  volunteers  who  rushed  to 
the  defence  of  Washington.     Price  75c. 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island,  by 
Levi  W.  Russell.  8vo,  paper.  Proyi- 
ience,  1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains iS  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  .Under  the  fine 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the  au- 
thor, Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no  lo  rger 
here  with  us. 
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Dorrance  and    Westminster  Streets. 


ECONOMY   IS  A  GREAT  REVENUE— The  earlier  in  life  you  start 

a  bank  account  the  sooner  you  will  realize  this  fact.  Start  a 
bank  account  with  us  to-day.  It  is  an  absolutely  safe  invest- 
ment that  pays  good  interest  and  increase  in  amount  as  rapidly 
as  you  and  we  can  make  it. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay -liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  1  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1812".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1S04  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
frincess  Mary  of  SherbatofT,  whom  he 
married  in  tSii.  Pie  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 


Paul     Marcoy*s      Travels      in      South   j 
America,   from   the   Pacific  Ocean  to  the   j 
Atlantic  Ocean,   illustrated  with   525  en-   j 
g ravings   on   wood,   and    10   maps    drawn 
by    Marcoy.      The    English    edition,    but 
with   a    New   York    imprint.      Price    was 
$15.00.      For   this   copy   $5.00  will  be   ac- 
cepted. 


A  contribution  to  American  Thalas- 
sography.  Three  Cruises  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1S77  to  1880,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
Boston,  1888.     Price  $4.50. 


The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July. 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Evening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major    Gen.    Alexander    Hamilton,    with 


Comments,"    etc.,    N.    Y. 


1804. 


Price 


$5.00.     An  extremely  scarce  ana  most  in- 
teresting book. 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  Chambers. 
London.     Cloth.    $3.50. 

This  book  will  show  from  scientific 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land. Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub- 
merged.    The  book  has  many  wood  cuts. 
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THE    HISTORY    OF    THE    RHODE     ISLAND 

"  BANK    PROCESS" 
AND  THE  TERRIBLE  WORK   OF  THE  GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY  IN  CONNECTION 

WITH    IT. 

(concluding  paper.) 
In  the  preceding  paper  an  account  was 
given  of  the  birth  and  development  of  the 
extraordinary  legislation  of  Rhode  Island 
known  as  the  "Bank  Process";  in  this 
paper  an  account  will  be  given  of  its  de- 
struction, scarcely  less  noteworthy  than 
the  story  of  its  development.  It  was 
shown  that  it  originated  in  i/Qi.  In  1817 
there  had  developed  a  serious  opposition 
to  it;  this  opposition  culminated  in  the 
General  Assembly;  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  conditions,  and 
suggest  a  remedy;  while  the  matter  was 
under  consideration  by  its  committee,  the 
General  Assembly  with  reckless  disre- 
gard of  all  equitable  rights,  chartered 
ten    new    banks;    this    was    in    February, 


was  the  taxes  imposed  upon  hanks  in  all 

other  states.     Rhode   Island   imposed  no 

tax,  charged  no  bonus,  and  gave  to  hanks 
,i-       ...       .     .i„„    J  ;„     ...      1  ■         r         .1.  m 

tii his  of  debts.  The  great  excess  of 
banking  capital  in  Rhode  Island  is  well 
shown  by  a  comparison  with  other 
states;  let  us  lake  the  period  from  1820 
to  1830  for  the  comparison,  for  the  rea- 
son that  these  questions  were  then  being 
actively  discussed,  and  materials  were 
gathered  for  illustration.  Rhode  Island 
had  $10,350,000.  Connecticut  $5,200,000. 
Maine   $2,655,455.      Pennsylvania   $8,212,- 


774- 


:w  York  $25,040,350.     Massachu- 


18] 


-eupon  it  enacte- 


statute, 


forbidding  the  further  granting  of  such 
charters,  but  not  disturbing  those  pre- 
viously granted.  The  number  of  banks 
in  Rhods  Island  has  long  been  a. matter 
of  remark;  in  closing  the  former  paper, 
it  was  suggested  that  in  this  "Bank  Proc- 
ess" might  be  found  one  cause  of  this 
multiplicity.  This  was  no  doubt  true, 
but,  two  other  causes  existed;  one  was 
the  bonus,  demanded  in  all  other  state-, 
on    the    granting   of   charters;    the   other 


setts  with  six  times  the  population  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  importing  six  tunes 
as  much  in  amount  as  Rhode  Island;  and 
exporting  fifteen  times  as  much,  and 
with  three  hundred  towns,  against  Rhode 
1 -land's  thirty-one,  yet  had  only  $13,- 
500,000  in  banking  capital.  Thus  is 
shown  the  vast  excess  of  banking  capital 
here,  over  that  employed  in  the  sur- 
rounding states.  In  granting  these  char- 
ters the  General  Assembly  had  played 
the  role  of  the  fisherman  in  the  Arabian 
Nights  who.  in  drawing  his  nets,  drew 
the  copper  vase,  out  of  winch  came  the 
huge  genie,  saying  to  the  fisherman  who 
loosened  him,  "Humble  thyself  before 
me  for  I  shall  kill  thee."'  This  was  pre- 
cisely what  these  chartered  creations 
did;  they  entered  into  politics,  and  con- 
trolled the  General  Assembly  which  ere- 
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ated  them.  The  law  of  1S1S  which  pro- 
hibited the  granting  of  new  charters  in 
which  wcr^  contained  the  tremendous 
powers  known  a.s  this  "Bank  Process" 
made  as  before  written,  no  effort  to  dis- 
turb the  existing  conditions  of  the  char- 
ters already  granted.  The  best  legal 
talent  held  that  it  was  beyond  the  power 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  disturb  them. 
The  Dartmouth  College  case,  was  then 
in  the  courts;  in  this  very  year,  1818,  it 
went  into  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  decision  of  that 
court  was  not  rendered  until  the  year- 
following.  1819.  It  was  in  effect,  that 
the  grantor  of  a  charter,  could  not 
change  the  terms  of  the  grant,  except 
with  the  consent  of  the  giam'ce,  and  so 
in  Rhode  Island  matters  continued  for 
nearly  twenty  years;  but  these  were  not 
years  of  quiet;  that  uneasiness  which  de- 
veloped in  1818  did  not  cease,  on  the 
contrary  it  increased.  In  1S29  came  the 
great  financial  collapse  among  the  manu- 
facturers; two  hanks  were  literally 
"wiped  out"  and  nearly  all  were  more  or 
less  crippled.  It  probably  is  more  than 
half  true,   that    this  collapse   was  the   di- 


rect  result,  t<>  a   very  great  degree  of  the 
"Bank  Process;"  men  were  given  credit, 

who  were  totally  unworthy  of  credit, 
and  entered  upon  enterprises,  with  which 
the}-  were  wholly  unfamiliar;  the  result 
was,  that  every  jail  was  filled  to  suffo- 
cation, with  miserable  debtors,  fur  then, 
imprisonment  for  debt  was  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  throughout  the  valleys  of 
Rhode  Island  are  still  to  he  seen  the 
ruins  of  the  little  mills  which  then  dotted 
them.  Tims  matters  went  on  until  the 
year  lS.iu;  then  came  the  destruction  of 
the  "Rank  Process"  in  a  manner  consid 
ering  the  times,  most  singular.  In  1834 
Mr.  Thomas  \Y.  Dorr,  then  a  young  law- 
yer, put  a  resolution  of  inquiry  concern- 
in  banks  into  the  C  -  -~"1  \-  •■<-i»n.. 
it  came  to  naught.  In  1836  he  repeated 
the  operation,  this  time  with  success; 
he  asked  that  a  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation be  appointed  to  examine  the 
banks  in  relation  to  alleged  violations  in 
the  matter  of  interest  taken,  and  to  dis- 
cover in  other  respects  whether  viola- 
tions had  been  practiced,  and  if  so,  what, 
and  to  suggest  the  remedy.  The  com- 
mittee  consisted    of    Samuel    V.    Atwell. 


THE   CHARTER  OF  THE 
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in  express  terms  gives  to  depositors  the  security  of  the  double   liability 
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Thomas  YV.  Don  and  George  Curtis 
These  gentlemen  made  a  very  careful 
and  laborious  examination,  and  an  elab- 
orate report  was  written,  presented  to 
the  Geiural  Assembly,  and  subsequently 
printed.  The  conditions  of  the  banks 
were  found  to  be  generally  good.  The 
number  had  reached  6l,  thirty  of  which 
number  possessed  the  power  of  the 
"Bank  Process."  This  report  throws  a 
Hood  of  light  on  the  financial  conditions 
of  these  times.  Men  seemed  even  then 
to  possess  much  the  same  characteris- 
tics, as  they  now  possess;  banks  were 
"fixed"  for  the  regular  annual  examina- 
tions; for  instance,  at  the  annual  ex- 
amination in  October,  1835,  with  a  cir- 
culation ot  ^'r.KiojNS.  torty-four  hank- 
had  in  their  vaults  $486,574.  Three 
months  later,  with  an  unexpected  ex- 
amination, these  same  banks,  with  a  cir- 
culation of  $1,294,282,  were  found  to 
have  only  $197,550  in  specie.  These 
same  banks,  to  meet  their  deposits,  debts, 
dividends  unpaid,  and  circulation,  the 
sum  of  which  was  $3,693,604,  had,  in 
specie,  bills  of  other  banks,  and  deposits 
in  other  bank-,  $739,203.  They  banked 
largely    on    the    confidence    of    the    com- 


munity. It  is  unnecessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  inquiry,  to  go  into  all  the 
details  of  this  report,  which  entered  into 

the  rates  of  interest,  methods  of  making 
loans,  methods  of  exchange,  etc. ;  but 
the  "Bank  Process"  came  in  for  a  bit  of 
vigorous  denunciation ;  it  was  found 
that  some,  at  least,  of  the  banks  which 
possessed  it,  were  in  the  habit  of 
loaning  it  for  the  benefit  of  endorsers, 
a  practice  which  the  committee  declares 
"deserve-  the  censure  of  the  General  As- 
scnbly."  The  committee  closes  this  part 
^\  their  report  with  the  paragraph  "A 
large  portion  of  the  banks,  from  in- 
quiries we  have  made,  would  not  object 
to  its  (the  "Dank-  Process")  abolition 
(.there  were  61  banks,  of  which  but  30 
possessed  it);  and  a  majority  of  the 
committee,  being  of  opinion  that  tin- 
powers  conferred  on  bank  corporation.-, 
are  sufficiently  extensive  without  the  ad- 
dition of  this  marked  and  exclusive  priv- 
ilege, have  reported  a  provision  in  the 
bill  annexed,  for  limiting  the  banks  here- 
after to  the  same  remedies  for  the  col- 
lection of  debts  as  are  possessed  by  in- 
dividuals in  the  State."  The  common 
sense    of    this    proposition    seems    to    be 
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self   evident,    the   bill    presented  x by    the  :  was  used  in  the  matter  of  interest;  the 

committee  became  a   statute;  thus  in  an  !  original    correspondence    with    Mr.    Rich 

instant,  the  charters  of  thirty  banks  were  '  mond,  Cashier  of  the  Freeman's  Rank  ol 

altered   and   amended,    without   the   con-  i  Bristol;  the  evidence  of  Charles   Potter; 

sent  of  the  corporations,  and  the  "Bank  <  the  testimony  of  Mr.  George  VV.    Taylor. 

Process"    became    a    matter    of    history.  :  as    to   his    money   transactions,    with    Mr. 

Such  a  thing,  were  it  not  a   fact,  would  j  Luke  Greene,  who  became  cashier  of  th> 

be  incredible;  but  it  must  not  be  forget-  '■  Weybossct     (now     the     Weybosset     Na 


ten    that    under    the    Charter   of    Charles  j  tional)    Bank;  all   these  things  male   in 

the  Second,   the  powers   which   the  Gen-  ■  teresting    reading,    and    they    have    been 

eral  Assembly  exercised  were  practically  ;  more  or  less  used  in  this  inquiry.     From 

unlimited,  it  not  only  made  the  laws,  but  j  these  papers  it  is  clear  that  Mr.  Dorr 
it  made  itself  a  Judicial  Court  of  last  re-  i  was  the  author  of  the  bill,  for  the  orig- 
sort;  had  the  banks  "kicked"  their  cases  j  inal  draft,  in  his  hand-writing,  is  now 
would  have  gone  at  last,  to  the  same  j  before  me;  Mr.  Dorr  was  also  the  au- 
body  which  enacted  the  law,  for  these  j  thor  of  the  report,  his  own  copy  of  which 
things  were  done  umler  the  charter,  and  I  is  also  before  me:  both  have  been  largely 
they  go  to  show  that  the  decisions  of  j  used;  it  is  but  fair  to  the  memory  of  this 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  were  ;  ill  used  man  to  say,  that  this  report  con- 
not,  even  in  1836,  considered  controlling  !  tains  suggestions  and  ideas  of  the  great 
upon  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  I  est  consequence  and  value,  and  which, 
of  Rhode  Island.  Some  years  since  there  I  at  the  time  he  wrote  them,  were  entirely 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  writer,  j  his  own,  and  new  to  men,  and  some  of 
a  large  mass  of  manuscripts  which  had  j  which  were  first  carried  into  practical 
been  preserved  by  Thomas  VV.  Dorr.  1  effect  under  the  National  Banking  Sys- 
Among  them  was  the  original  document-  I  tern,  thirty  years  later.  For  this  tre- 
ary  evidence  on  which  the  Bank  Com-  j  mendous  service,  the  people  of  Rhode 
missioners  of  1836  acted.  The  testimony  ;  Island  should  have  done  homage  to  Mr. 
of  James   F.  Simmons  as  to  the  way  he  !  Dorr;    for  his   statute,  they   should   have 
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given  him  a  statue.  But  lei  me  disclose 
a  little,  the  personal  results  which  this 
public  service  brought  to  Mr.  Dorr;  he 
was  not  nt  first  suspected  of  being,  the 
head  and  front,  of  the  pr.  c<  lit  gs,  the 
author  of  the  bill;  but  he  did  not  himself 
deny  his  act.  on  the  contrary  he  pro- 
claimed it,  and  has  preserved  the  orig- 
inal letter.-  of  his  fellow  members  on  the 
committee,  acknowledging  him  to  be  the 
author;  these  letters  are  among  the  docu- 
ments referrc  I  above;  thereupon  the 
banks  which  had  been  deprived  of  the 
infamous  "Process"  formed  a  pol 
caba!    ag   inst    Mr.    Dorr,  elect*  I    I 

his   place   in   the   General   Assembly,    Mr. 
Charles    C.    Mowry;    this    person    began 
business  life,  as  a  grocer,  a;  No.  12  S  >iuli 
Water    street,   and    there    developed    in 
a  "Merchant,"  an  active,  illiterate,  ignor- 
ant man — such  a  man  1   say.  these  banks 
sent  tojegislai     f       : ":     I     Island 
place    of    Mr.    D^rr.    a    man    trained    at 
Harvard  University,  who  studied  law  at 
the  Harvard  Law   Sch  >ol,  and   who  then 
read  law  with  Chancellor  Kent,  and  who 
united    in    his    own    h<  irt,    til      -o'  lim    - 
honesty  with     bsolul     purit)      :  political 
action. 


In  the  quotation  made  above,  from  the 
.    c  ncerning    the    "Bank    Pn  c«  SS 
Mr.   Dorr  says,  "a  majority  of 
mittee"   fav<  red  the  repeal.     This  means 
ibly  that   .Mr.  Dorr  and   Mr.  Atwell 
:"  r  repeal,  with  Mr.  Curtis  ag 
it.     This   is   indicated   from  the   fact   tli 

Mr.  Dorr  and  Mr.  Atwell  were  de- 
feated by  the  p  I  nslaugl  :  of  the 
banks. 


It    is    with    much    pleasure    that    I    am 
able  to  present   a  fine  illustration  oi  the 


'  •    ;    sed  neu    Gro^ 
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foot  passengers.  Twelve  hun  Ired  pas- 
sages a  day  are  made  here.  S  ing 
""  '    "      in     .    to. "  :    bridge    ong  lit   1 


.  t. 
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Mr.  Rider  wishes  to  sell  (for  a 
friend)  a  hue  set  of  Smith's  Bible  Dic- 
tionary. It  is  the  American  edition,  in 
four  volumes,  bound  in  half  calf,  and  in 
excellent  condition.  It  will  be  sold  for 
£10.00;  not  one -half  its  value  to  any 
man  who  desires  to  attain  real  learning. 


Gazetteer  of  Massachusetts,  with  an 
historical  sketch  of  the  princij  I  events, 
from  it-  sett!  n  en1  t  the  present  tini 
(  [S28) .  This  hi  it  :  i  tal  si  c  tch  c  k'ers 
140  pages.  It  is  a  chronol  »gical  list  o: 
events  1  1  ■•  :r  >1  in  r  ig  {  trt  is 
the  "  \]  ~  gines",  or  In- 
•  s.  Newburyp*  rt,  rS  o-  I  map  miss- 
ing).    $1. co. 


Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  H.  G.  Spafi  rd,  ith  a  new  map  of 
the  State,  1824.  "Ao  ample  I  scription 
of    it-    counties,    towns,    cities,    villages, 

ranals,  mountains,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks, 
and  natural  t  \ ogra]  I  y."  This  :■  -  - 
curious    in    its    Indian    names    and    th   ir 

'.   I      tions.        I    menti         f  r    three : 

Shawangunk,       Shandakan,       Sch 


S: 


Mr.    S]   iff      ' 


has  m  ich  1      -  ;.       .'   Stephen   Van 
sell  th      Pair     --..   whose  holdings      f 

land,,    never       night    nor   paid    for,    were 
scrilied  r:s  being  24  mil   -   v  :  le  : 

5  long,  and  containing  645.12 
Mr.  Sj  ■  rds      '      '. 

ti    •"     for    th:s    gig   ntic     -  ivin  '.  Price 

$2.00. 
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On  the  ioth  April,  1X86,  Book  Notes 
printed  this  note,  concerning  the  action 
of  the  General  Assembly  in  enacting  a 
Ten   Hour  Law: 

"How  can  the  Assembly  deprive  me 
nt"  my  right  to  work,  or  how  can  they 
decree  that  my  lal>or  is  not  my  own 
property,  and  that  my  right  to  dispose 
of  it  a>  I  see  fit  is  not  inherent?  Yet 
this  is  what  they  attempt  in  the  Ten 
Hour  Law.  By  this  law  the  Assembly 
deprives  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Rhode  Island  from  disposing  of  their 
natural  right  to  work,  which  is  in  fact 
their  only  properly,  as  they  see  fit.  In 
this  act  Book  Notes  believes  the  Assem- 
bly has  transcended  its  powers,  that  it  is 
repugnant    to  the  constitution.-* 

In   March  of  the  present  year  the  Su-  j 
preme  Court   of  the   United   States   have 
declared  the  New  York  Ten   Hour  Law  | 
unconstitutional  and  void,  under  the  ex-  J 
act    principle    set    forth.      No    State    can   i 


combinations  were  only  acts  in  self  de- 
fence against  the  combinations  of  em- 
ployers, and  "capitalists,"  to  squeeze  the 
wages  of  labor;  all  of  which  came  first, 
and  last,  from  the  "Protective"  Tariff. 
I  he  laborers  have  long  voted  in  favor 
of  a  Tariff  in  the  belief  that  it  increased 
their  wages.  They  were  deceived,  and 
worse  still,  acted  unfairly.  They  at- 
tempted to  squeeze  the  people  in  the 
cost  of  their  work;  hut  were  themselves 
robbed  of  all  their  possessions. 


pass    such    laws    hereafter, 
ever,  is  only  the  beginning 


This,    how- 
These  labor 


The  increased  cost  of  living  has 
reached  such  a  point  that  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  has  asked  an  increase 
of  the  tax  levy  of  one  million  of  dollars. 
As  given  by  the  Springfield  Republican 
these  were  the  reasons  given  by  Gov. 
Douglas  : 

"Most  of  the  increased  expenditures 
for  state  institutions  have  been  due  to 
the  great  increase  in  the  average  prices 
of  late  years  for  foodstuffs,  fuel  and 
clothing;   and   to   some  extent,  also,   the 


Having  spent  four  thousand  millions 
in  money  in  a  war,  slain  two  millions  of 
men,  and  destroyed  the  "legal"  titles  to 
a  white  man's  ownership  of  a  black  man, 
in  other  words,  destroyed  two  thousand 
five  bunded  mi  LI  on  dollars  worth  of 
slave  property,  these  United  States  have 
permitted  a  system  of  black  slavery  to 
be  re-established  in  the  South,  in  certain 
ways  worse  if  possible  than  that  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed  less 
than  forty  years  ago.  Just  as  "stealing" 
is  now  called  "grafting" — slavery  is  now 
called  "peonage." 

"One  Clyatt,  managing  member  of  the 
firm  of  Clyatt  &  Tift,  manufacturers  of 
turpentine  in  Georgia,  went  into  Florida 
and  <ei/ed  by  force  two  negroes  named 
Gordon  and  Ridley,  and  without  legal 
process  took  them  back  into  Georgia  to 
work  nut  a  debt  which  Clyatt  claimed 
ihc>  owed  him.  It  was  shown  at  the 
\-  ai  tiro  the  alleged  debt  in  one  case 
wis  $19  and   in   the  other  case  $8.     The 


Florida  employers  of  the  two  negroes 
offered  to  pay  Clyatt  the  amounts  he 
clamied  the  negroes  owed  him,  but  he 
refused  the  offer  on  the  ground  that  he 
wanted  to  take  them  back  to  Georgia 
and  make  an  example  of  them.  This 
meant  simply  that,  under  the  laws  of 
Georgia,  or  the  lax  enforcement  of  them, 
he  reckoned  on  getting  several  times  the 
value  of  the  debt  out  of  their  labor  in 
his  turpentine  forest." 

These  two  black  men  were  held,  under 
guard,  in  involuntary  servitude.  Armed 
guards  were  stationed  over  them  and 
they  were  forced  to  work,  in  fear  of 
death.     And  they  are  still  working. 

The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island,  bv 
Levi  \Y.  Russell.  8vo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains 18  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  fine 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the  au- 
thor, Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no  longer 
here  with  us. 
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increased  cosi  of  living  has  helped  to 
swell  the  number  oi  insane  and  criminals 
the  state  must  care  for. 


In  the  year  tSoo,  at  the  very  time  >>f 
the  announcement  of  Jenner's  "Discov- 
ery,"   which    when    a    boy,    some    female 

milker  of  a  cow   informed   him,  a  veiy 
learned     English     Physician      (Wi 
wrote:    "li    it    be    true    thai    persons    in- 
oculated   from    the   cow-pox    are    forever 

exempt  from  the  infection  of  the  small 
pox  and  that  thi>  artificial  translati  n  .  : 
morbid  matter  from  the  brute  t 
human  subject  is  nor  attended  with 
danger,  it  is  of  little  consequence 
whether  the  cowpox  originate  from  any 
cutaneous  disease  of  the  milker,  r  fr  m 
the  grease  of  horses.*'  (Willich's  Lec- 
ture;.. Boston,   iSoo,  p.   14.) 


A  fine  of  £20.00  has  been  imposed  by 
the  City  Council,  solicited  by  the  S  ;  .:- 
intendent  of  II.  Ith,  v.  n  a  person  who 
"'spits"    upon    the   sidewalk;   in   all      ther 

parts  o:  the  highway,  a  pers  n  can  "spit" 
with  immunity.  The  McJ:ca!  Record,  a 
leading  medical  journal   in  this   country. 

WANTED! 

OhD    POSTAGE    STAMPS. 

Correspondence    Solicited. 


BURNETT    RIDER, 
10   Hammond   St..  Providence,   R.   I, 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence,     R.     I. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  re  ;eive  cur 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 

THE  WRITER  WISHES 

to  buy  a  Set  of  the 

lURieiisn  CLUE  PUBLICATIONS. 

6  Vols.,  Cloth. 

Spot  Ca;::  x  ill   be   paid. 

SIDNEY  S.  RIDER,  73  Almj  Street,  -  Provence. 


"announces  with  decision  that  street 
dust,  so  far  as  being  injurious  to  the 
system,  is  actually  beneficial  in  its  action 
as  a  i1  tant  and  ferment  on  \ 

kinds  of  sputa."  No  case  of  actual  trial 
here  has  ever  taken  place.  Go  and 
gather  sputa  from  the  street;  discover 
the  particular  microbe  of  disease  which 
-.  administer  it  to  some  person 
in  proper  condition,  and  then  after  re- 
i  e  ued  trials  you  will      ri    :  d  mger- 

ous  it  is.  Increasing:  population  in- 
creases the  amount  of  sputum;  why  does 
not  t!ie  ratio  oi  disease  increase?  If  I 
am  allowed  to  eject  any  amount  oi  spu- 
tum in  the  street  between  the  two  curb-. 
and  from  this  sputum  comes  disc  -  . 
•  tl  sidewalk  lav.-  prevent  the 
-    r :      Such   laws   are   farcical. 


*  Some  idea  of  the  changed  conditions 
surrounding  people  which  have  happen- 
ed in  Providence  in  my  own  time,  can 
be  obtained  by  considering  the  means  of 
travel  between  Olneyville  Square  and 
the   "Bridge."     In   my  boyh  lays,   an 

omnibus  made  hourly  trips — twelve  in  a 
day.  Now  upward-  of  502  c.:rs  pass  be- 
tween the  two  points  every  day.  The 
omnibus  could  contain  but  twelve  per- 
sons. 


The  origin  of  names  for  tilings,  is  a 
curious  and  never  ending  stu  ...  In  the 
:.  Angl  -Saxon  days  in  England, 
men  knew  a  Spear,  a  Javelin  1  ;.  the 
name  Gavelok.  It  was  define  \  by  I 
1728,  as  a  bar  of  iron  used  to  set  stakes 
in  the  ground.  One  end  was  :'.'...  '.•_•  ;•  ':::- 
ed,  and  -  >metimes  bent.  Men  thought 
it  resembled  the  beak  of  a  crow  and  s 
it  the  name  Crow-Bar.  Webster,  1S28, 
1-':'-.-  crow,  first  a-  a  bird,  and  second 
as  **a  bar  of  iron  with  a  cr<  :h." 


Folk's    ;  .      »ri     -:  f  the   Si     L 

City     Council;      The     Kansas      upri:     - 

'  gainst    tl  :    St  in  I  .-  '    Oil  :    1  .  . 
1        tion     ' :-.    Street    Rah ...     .     md    Gas 
-        lants,  and  th     1        .  '     ;      1 
upl     .     '       re  f     -'.      bie<     lessor 
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HARDEST     PART     OF     SAVING     i.s     getting     .started     and 
started    right.       Many    persons    are    attracted   by   high   rates  of 

interest,  invest  their  savings  and  lose  all.  This  bank  is  well, 
favorably  and  widely  known  and  the  savings  of  any  person 
deposited  here  are  safe.  Resides  they  are  instantly  available 
and  will  give  a  larger  rate  of  returns  than  the  best  class  of 
bonds. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay  liberal   interest  on   Checking  Accounts. 


In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  \\ 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1812".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
frincess  Mary  of  Shcrbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  181 1.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His '"Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25 


Paul     Marc 


oy  s 


travels 


South 


America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Ktlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$1500.  For  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
ci  nti  d. 


A  contribution  to  American  Thalas- 
sography.  Three  Cruises  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States  from 
1877  to  1880,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
Boston,  1888.     Price  $4.50. 


The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Livening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"  etc.,  N.  Y.,  1804.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  Chambers 
London.     Cloth.     $3.50. 

This  book  will  show  from  scientific 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub- 
merged.    The  book  has  many  wood  cuts. 
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THE    SILLY    STORY    OF    THE    EXERCISE 

OF    MASONIC    RITES 

BY    JEWS,    AT    NEWPORT,    R.    I.,   IN    1656, 

EXPLODED. 


THE     UNLAWFUL      NATURALIZATION      OF      A 

JEW,    AND     HIS    ELECTION    TO    THE 

RHODE    ISLAND     SENATE    IN 

JUNE,    l8O0. 

Mr.  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  of  the  His- 
torical Society,  has  submitted  certain 
questions  to  the  writer  for  an  opinion, 
in  answer  to  inquiries  by  a  New  York 
gentleman.  These  extracts  from  the 
gentleman's    letter   will    explain   them : 

"I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for 
your  letter  of  the  15th  inst.  (May),  and 
the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  obtain  an 
answer  to  my  inquiry  *  *  regarding 
the  objection  once  made  by  Massachu- 
setts to  the  election  of  a  Jew  to  the 
Senate  of  Rhode  Island."  *  *  "I  have 
also  communicated  with  members  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  in  Providence  and 
Newport,  who  might  be  supposed  to 
know  what  Mr.  N.  H.  Gould  referred 
to  in  his  letter  (of  1870  concerning  the 
'working'  of  Masonic  Degrees  in  New- 
port in  1656),  but  they  can  give  mc  no 
information."  I    \    1   I  j   I   > 

'  The  writer  of  these  /reqjueit/,  /Mr. 
Samuel  Oppenhcim  aakf  Il/offpr/  bio- 
graphical references  to  !  }fi oses  ISlixas, 
once  of  Newport.  S"\o It  \  1 5j 0 g r\ ph i c a  1 
notes  of  Seixas  appear  in\the\R|  1.  IRe- 

] 
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publican,  Dec  6,  1809,  and  also  in  the 
R.  1.  American,  Dec.  5,  1809.  Mr.  Ma- 
son, in  his  Reminiscences  of  Newport. 
speaks  well  of  Seixas,  giving  extracts 
from  his  address  to  Washington,  and  to 
other  matters  (page  65).  I  also  note 
two  errors  in  Mr.  Oppenheim's  historical 
extracts.  He  speaks  of  John  Wanton, 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1734-1740. 
Wanton  was  then  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  also  speaks  of  Denslow's 
article  en  the  Jews  (in  Narr.  Hist.  Reg. 
v.  4,  300).  It  was  Frederic  Denison's 
article. 

Two  questions  arise  from  Mr.  Oppen- 
heim's letter:  First,  Was  a  Free  Mason's 
Lodge  founded  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in 
1656,  or  1658,  by  Jews,  who,  it  is  claim- 
ed, arrived  in  -Newport  in  one  of  those 
years?  Second,  Did  Rhode  Island  elect 
a  Jew  as  a  Senator  of  that  State;  and 
did  Massachusetts  protest  against  the 
election  of  a  Jew  to  such  a  position? 
The  questions  will  be  considered  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Oppenheim  cites  Peterson's  His- 
tory of  Rhode  Island  as  authority  for 
the  statement  that  Jews  "worked"  Ma- 
sonry at  Newport  in  1656  or  1658.  This 
is  Mr.  Peterson's  paragraph  :  "In  the 
spring  of  1658,  Mordecai  Campannall ; 
Moses  Packeckoe;  Levi,  and  others;  in 
all  fifteen  families  arrived  at  Newport 
from  Holland.  They  brought  with  them 
the  three   first  degrees  of  Masonry',  and 
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worked  them  in  the  house  of  Campan- 
nal! ;  and  continued  to  do  so,  they  and 
their  successors,  to  the  year  1742."  (Pe- 
terson's Hist.  R.  I.,  1853,  p.  IOI.)  In 
support  of  liis  statement,  Mr.  Peterson 
cites  Documents  now,  1S53,  in  posses- 
sion of  X.  II.  Gould,  Esq.  In  the  year 
1870,  Mr.  Gould,  at  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, gave  the  language  of  the  Docu- 
ment, which  he  claimed  that  he  had.  He 
said,  "The  Document  was  dual  in  its  na- 
ture and  as  follows, — The  yr  (day,  and 
month  obliterated,)  1656,  or  S  (not  cer- 
tain which,  as  the  place  was  stained 
and  broken  ;  the  three  first  figures  were 
plain).  Wee  mett  at  y  House  off  Mor- 
decai  Campunnall,  and  affter  Symagog, 
We  gave  Moses  the  degrees  of  Macon- 
rie."  (Gould's  Letter,  Proc.  Grand 
Lodge.  Mass..  1870,  pp.  358-360.)  Thus 
then,    without    interlineation,    stands    the 

document.     "Th  y 165 —  Wee  mett 

at  y  house  of!  Mordecai  Campunnall, 
and  affter  Synagog  Wee  gave  Moses  the 
degrees  of  Maconrie."  There  is  neither 
date,  place,  nor  signatures  to  the  paper. 
Who  were  "Wee?"  It  must  be  noted  that 


this  pretended  document  does  not  sus- 
tain the  statements  made  by  Peterson  in 
his  '"History"  in  the  slightest  degree. 

The  time  of  the  year  "Spring"  is  not 
mentioned  in  it.  Xor  does  the  Docu- 
ment emanate  from  Newport.  Newport 
is  not  mentioned.  The  date  1656,  or 
1658,  does  not  relate  to  the  arrival  of 
the  Tews  at  Newport.  But  it  relates 
specifically  to  the  "working"  of  Macon- 
rie degrees,  number  not  mentioned.  The 
names  specified  by  Peterson,  to  wit, 
Moses,  Peckeckoa,  and  Levi,  do  not  ap- 
pear in  the  Document.  The  name  Cam- 
pannall  can  be  found  in  the  Rhode  Is- 
land Colonial  Records  (v.  3,  243),  The 
name  is  "Abraham"  in  the  record,  but 
Mordacai  in  the  Document.  _\ir.  F.  Den- 
ison,  in  a  paper  read  in  Providence  in 
1886,  stated  that  the  land  now  the  Jewish 
cemetery  in  Newport,  was  bought  on  the 
28th  December,  1677,  by  Mordecai  Cam- 
pannall  and  Moses  Peckeckoe.  of  Na- 
thaniel Dickens."  Denison  cites  no  rec- 
ord, or  other  authority;  but  he  followed 
Peterson;  the  latter  says:  "There  is  now 
(1853)  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office  a  copy 
of   a    Deed    (certified    by    William    Cod- 
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dington,   Town    Clerk,    19th   Oct.,   1677,) 
in   Book   No.   3,   page    11,   of   Land   Evi- 
dence, of  a  certain  lot  of  land  thirty  feet 
square,    sold    by    Nathaniel    Dickens,    to 
Mordecai    Campanall,   and    Moses    Paek- 
eckoe,   for   a  burial   Place   for  the  Jews. 
This  Deed  is  28th  February,  1677"    (Pe- 
terson's  Hist.  R.  I.  1,  80).     How  could   | 
a  Deed  made  in  December,  1677,  be  cer- 
tified    in   October   of   the    same   year;    or  j 
how    could   a    Deed   made   in   December,  j 
1677.  be  also   made   in   February,    1676-7, 
or  in  1677-S?     But  the  Town  Records  ot 
Newport  show  no  such  Deed  to-day.  The  | 
"Land  Evidence,"  Book  3,  page  u,  does   j 
not   show   it  ;   nor   does   it  appear   in   any  I 
index  now  known  to  the  City  Recorder,  j 
and  keeper  of  these  Records.     The  Jzw 
ish  Cemetery  exists,  but  this  Deed  is  not   i 
at  present  to  be  found.    Dickens  dwelt  j 
at  Newport  at  the  time.     The  Document  1 
contains  no  reference  to  the  working  of 
Free  Masonry  "to  the  year   1742."     The  j 
pretended     antiquity     of     the     document  j 
would  destroy  such  a  possibility  in   case 
its  antiquity  was  a  fact.     The  Document   ' 
contains   no    statement    of   the    "working  1 
of   the   three   first    degrees   on    Campan-  j 
nail."     Nor  does  it  state  that  these.  Jews  | 


came  from  Holland.  Such  an  expose 
destroys  at  once  the  validity,  or  the  gen- 
uineness, of  the  stories  told  by  both 
Gould;  and  Peterson  in  hi?  "History." 

The  earliest  mention  of  Jews,  in  our 
Colonial  Records,  is  "a  petition  of  Simon 
Medus,  and  David  Brown,  and  others, 
being  Jews,  bearing  date  24th  June,  1684, 
for  protection."  The  General  Assembly 
answered,  "They  may  expect  as  good 
protection  here  as  any  strangers,  being 
not  of  our  nation,  residing  amongst  us" 
(Col.  Rec.  3,  160).  If  the  Jews  came 
in  1656,  why  did  they  wait  twenty-eight 
years  before  asking  protection;  or,  had 
they  dwelt  in  Newport  twenty-eight 
years,  would  the  General  Assembly  have 
described  them  as  being  "strangers?" 
There  is  absolutely  nothing  to  support 
the  statement,  either  of  Peterson  or  of 
Gould,  that  the  Jews  came  to  Newport 
in  1656  or  1658.  The  statement  by  Deni- 
son  above  mentioned  can  be  found  in 
Narr.  Plist.  Register,  v.  4,  p.  302. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Peterson  was  a 
Congregational  clergyman  dwelling  at 
Chester,  Mass.,  about  1840.  He  was 
charged  with  sinful  work  upon  the  Sab- 
bath ;with  certain  immoralities  there  ;and 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO., 

141  Westminster  Street, 

PROVIDIzNCC,  R.  I. 
Capital    and    Surplus,  $1,000,000 

Government  Bonds, 

Local  Securities  and   High  Grade   Investments, 

Foreign  Exchange. 

Private  Telegraph  Wires  to  New  Yorft  and  Boston. 


IOO 


with  defrauding  people  of  money.  (Pam-  j 
phlet    16,   Box  243,   Rider   Collection,  at  | 
Brown   University.)      He   was   forced  to  i 
leave  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  Provi-  J 
dence.      He    dwelt    here    several    years, 
1844- 1847,  and  having  no  "call"  left   for 
Newport,  where  his  "History"  was  writ- 
ten.    As  a  book  of  historical  authority, 
it   is   without   recognition. 

Mr.  N.  H.  Gould  was  a  tailor,  with  a 
shop  at  Newport,  unknown  as  a  histori- 
cal scholar.  In  1870  the  Sec.  Mass. 
Grand  Lodge  asked  Mr.  Gould  for  speci- 
fications. Gould  used  the  "facts,"  made 
by  Peterson,  largely,  with  explanations 
of  certain  matters,  but  he  proved  noth- 
ing; and  most  unfortunately  could  not 
just  then  put  ins  nana  on  the  Document, 
but  he  hoped  at  some  time  to  get  pos- 
session of  his  library,  and  with  it  the 
Document.  He  described  it  as  being 
too  frail  to  risk  a  daguerreotype,  or  a 
photograph.  So  far  as  Free  Masonry  is 
concerned,  Gould's  story  is  worthless.  It 
was  conceived  in  iniquity  and  born  of 
sin. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  question 
suggested  by  Mr.  Oppenheim :  "Did 
Rhode     Island     elect    a    Jew,    and     did 


Massachusetts  protest?"  The  story  at 
present  rests  solely  on  Gould's  state- 
ment. Here  it  is:  He  (Gould)  "valued 
the  Document  as  a  record  of  a  people 
whom  all  the  descendants  of  the  original 
inhabitants  of  this  colony  valued  for 
their  intelligence  and  unflinching  hon- 
esty, even  though  Massachusetts  saw  fu, 
in  her  self-righteousness,  to  protest  in 
after  years  against  one  of  that  sect  being 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  this  State 
(Rhode  Island),  which  provoked  a  smile 
and  a  reply  not  to  be  forgotten"  (Proc. 
Grand  Lodge,  Mass.,  1870,  p.  359).  The 
name  assistant,  which  from  1663,  had 
been  given  to  a  member  of  the  Upper 
House  of  the  General  Assembly,  was 
clianged  in  May,  1799,  to  fS~«aior."  7.> 
June,  1800,  Samuel  Elam,  a  Jew,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Senate.  He  also  sat  in  the  October  Ses- 
sion; and  in  February,  1S01. 

Gervas  Elam  dwelt  in  Newport  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution.  He  died 
there  very  early  in  the  war.  He  owned 
two  farms;  one  in  Portsmouth;  the 
other  in  North  Kingston.  He  left  no 
heirs  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the  State 
took  possession  of  the  estate.     In    1784, 
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Samuel  Elam  came  to  Newport,  and  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  General  Assem-  I 
bly,  slating  that   Gervas   Elam   left    four 
brothers,    and    two   sisters,   all    living   at  | 
Leeds,    England,    and    all    heirs     to     the 
Rhode  Isand  estates  ;and  that  he,  Samuel, 
had  been  sent   to  Newport,   representing  ; 
their    interests.      The    General    Assembly  ! 
surrendered    the    estate,    with    whatever  | 
income  had  accrued.  (Acts  and  Resolves,  : 
October,    1784,   p.   6.)      Five   years   later, 
Samuel  Elam  presented  another  petition  ! 
to    the    Assembly,    stating    that    he   came 
from    Leeds,    England;    but     since     the 
Peace     he     had     dwelt     in     the     United 
States;    and    now    desired    to    become    a  ; 
citizen  of  Rhode  Island;  and  prayed  this 
Assembly  to  pass  an  Act  for  his  natural- 
ization.   The  Assembly  enacted  "that  the 
said  Samuel  Elam,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
naturalized,    and    declared     a     citizen    of 
this    State."      Upon   taking  an  oath,   "he  , 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the   Rights,  Lib- 
erties,   Privileges,   and    Immunities    of   a 
natural,    freeborn,   citizen  of   this    State"  ; 
(Acts  &  Resolves,  March,   1789,  p.   n).  j 
This   act  took  place  about  the   10th   day  j 
of  the  month.     The  question  turns  upon  \ 
the   power  of   the    General    Assembly   to  I 


grant  naturalization.  Under  the  Charter, 
the  General  Assembly  naturalized  eight 
men  between  the  years  1753  and  1763. 
The  two  naturalized  in  1753,  were  Priv- 
ateers men  in  the  service  of  Newport 
merchants.  The  one  of  1760,  Lucena, 
was  given  ten  years'  exclusive  power  to 
make  and  sell  "Castile"  soap.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  was  to  "discover" 
the  secret,  or  mystery  of  the  said  busi- 
ness to  the  colony.  The  four  of  1755-6, 
must  have  been  for  service  in  the  war 
being  then  waged.  Concerning  these 
naturalizations,  Mr.  Arnold  states,  that 
"The  right  to  be  naturalized  was  purely 
a  civil  one  depending  upon  the  view 
that  the  Town  Councils,  the  General  As- 
sembly, or  the  Courts  might  take  of  the 
merits  of  each  case"  (Arnold's  History 
R.  I.,  2,  496).  With  one  exception,  that 
of  Meyse  in  1755,  all  those  natura!*zev 
were  either  Jews  or  Roman  Catholics. 
In  1762  two  Jews,  Aaron  Lopez  and 
Isaac  Elizar,  petitioned  the  Superior 
Court  for  naturalization.  The  petition 
was  denied  on  the  ground  that  "no  per- 
son who  does  not  profess  the  Christian 
religion  can  be  admitted  free  of  this 
colony"      (Records     Superior     Court     at 
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Newport,  Book  E,  p.  184).  Here 
was  a  deliberate  violation  by  this 
court  of  the  fundamental  principle  on 
which  this  colony  was  founded.  It  was 
the  "Ship"  Letter  of  Roger  Williams 
that  first  led  the  Jews  to  come  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  enjoy  the  right  to  life.  "I 
affirm  that  all  the  liberty  of  conscience 
tint  ever  I  pleaded  for  turns  upon  these 
two  hinges,  that  none  of  the  papists, 
prx  testants,  Jews  or  lurks,  be  forced  to 
come  to  the  Ship's  prayers  or  worship, 
nor  compelled  from  their  own  particular 
pfayers  or  worship  if  they  practice  any." 
(Letters  of  Roger  Williams,  p  279.)  The 
Court  violated  not  only  the  Charter,  but 
every  law,  touching  the  matter,  ever  en- 
acted 111  Rhode  Island.  Bui  when  Elam  s 
case  came,  political  conditions  had 
changed  with  regard  to  the  colony.  She 
had  declared  herself  independent  of 
England,  and  had  become  one  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  Confederation. 
Her  representatives  in  Congress  signed 
the  articles,  and  the  State  acted  under 
the  articles  until  the  very  day  that  the 
U.  S.  Constitution  was  declared  in 
force;  nine  States  having  ratified  it.  The 
Constitution  went  into  effect  on  the  4th 
March,  1789.  Rhode  Island  had  not 
ratified  it;  but  it  was  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  and  Rhode  Island 
was  one  of  the  United  States;  she  never 
having  seceded  from  the  Confederation. 
She  was  still  one  of  the  thirteen  orig- 
inal States.  Her  delegates  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederation  voted  for  the 
convention  in  Philadelphia  to  amend  the 
articles  of  confederation  for  the  purpose 
of  "rendering  the  Federal  Constitution 
adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment and  the  preservation  of  the  Union" 
(Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, 571).  Her  delegates  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  voted  for  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  acceptance,  or  ratification, 
by  nine  States  should  make  the  Consti- 
tution binding  upon  all  the  States.  Rut 
the  General  Assembly  prevented,  any  ac- 
tion by  the  ]••••. ••■'•       After  the  Constitu- 


tion had  been  lawfully  adopted  upon  the 
exact  lines  which  Rhode  Island  had 
asked;  and  proclaimed  to  be  in  force. 
: his  General  Assembly  naturalized  an 
English  subject,  John  Stanford;  and 
also  naturalized  a  Jew,  Samuel  Elam. 
Here  it  must  be  noted  that  Samuel 
Elam  was  not  an  English  subject. 
The  printed  Records  contain  no  refer- 
ence to  the  Stanford  case,  but  it  can  be 
found  in  the  manuscript  Record  for 
March,  17S9;  nor  does  it  appear  in  the 
Index  to  the  Acts  and  Resolves.  It  was 
a  direct  violation  of  the  charter.  An 
English  subject  did  not,  under  the  char- 
ter, require  naturalization  to  become  a 
citizen  of  Rhode  Island;  consult  the  sub- 
ject "Indenization, "  in  the-  CUrtiiei  of 
1663  (Laws  of  R.  1.  1 7 19.  p.  7).  By 
this  act  the  General  Assembly  admits 
that  the  Charter  of  1663  had  ceased  to 
exist,  and  to  give  English  subjects  the 
rights  of  citizenship  here.  It  also  nat- 
uralized a  Jew;  which  was  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  English  Statutes,  which 
provided  "that  a  Jew  upon  residing 
seven  years  in  any  of  the  American  col- 
onies without  being  absent  above  two 
months  at  a  time,  shall,  upon  taking  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  abjuration,  or 
on  affirmation,  be  naturalized  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  as  if  they  had  been 
born  in  this  Kingdom;  except  as  to  sit- 
ting in  Parliament;  or  in  the  Privy 
Council;  and  holding  offices;  or  grants 
of  land  from  the  Crown  (Blackstone 
Com.  Cp.  jo,  v.  1,  395).  This  Statute 
was  enacted  by  Parliament  in  1730.  The 
oath  of  abjuration  dates  from  1701  ;  it 
had  no  relation  to  any  variety  of  relig- 
ious belief;  but  bound  the  subject  to 
faithfulness  to  the  then  exicting  dynasty 
in  England,  and  to  disclose  all  traitors 
(Blackstone  Com.  1,  3S7).  Elam  had 
dwelt  but  five  years  in  Rhode  Island; 
in  these  two  naturalizations  the  General 
Assembly  acted  under  the  English  stat- 
utes; and  had  no  right  to  grant  land  to 
Elam;  nor  to  elect  him  to  a  seat  in  the 
General   Assembly  ;   this  was   specifically 


io; 


pr   hibited  by  the  English  statute.     The 

Assembly  acted  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  and  also, 
as  it  usually  acted,  in  violation  of  the 
Charier;  both  these  naturalizations  were 
unlawful,  however  the  Assembly  acted. 
Immediately  following  such  1. 
work  the  Assembly  elected  :'  ..: 
gates  to  the  "Continental  Congress,"  a 
body  which  had  ceased  to  exist  three 
months  before  this  farce  was  performed ; 
thus  the  Assembly  con  tinned  its  out- 
■  -  as  anarchy,  by  preventing  even.' 
freeman  from  an  exercise  of  the  right 
of  franchise  by  voting  for  Wash.:  . 
for  President ;  or  against  him ;  not  a 
vote  was  cast  by  a  Rhode  Island  fre 
for  Washington  a:  cither  of  his  elecLioiiS. 
This  Constitution  placed  the  power  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  narurtiiza- 
ti  c  in  Congress.  Kow  could  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  acting  under  a  defunct 
Charter  oi  1663.  legally  naturalize  Elam 
after  the  establishment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion over  the  United  States?  Elam  was 
a  Jew,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  The 
question  has  been  asked  me  whether  the 
Acts  &  Resolves  contain  anything 
showing  that  Elam  was  a  Jew,     They 


do     not. 


But 


me     tan:  ii  v 


Elam 


is  sufficiently  set_  forth.  (Smitl  '3 
Diet.  Bible.  London,  1.  5151)  He 
was  unlawfully  naturalized  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  elected  a  Senator  in 
1800.  So  far  I  can  find  no  reference  in 
the  Rhode  Island  newspapers  to  this 
election;  but  1  find  the  following  record: 
1  ■ '-  house  being  joined  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Sen- 
ator in  the  place  of  John  Cooke,  Esq., 
,-d :  when  Samuel  Elam.  Esq,  was 
chosen    and    duly    engaged'"     (Ms.    Rec. 


June,  1S00,  p.  70S).  This  record  is  false 
in  this  respect.  .\o  John  Cooke  was 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate;  nor 
he  was  a  member  six  months  before  did 
he  resign.  But  in  this  li:n-c  sessi  n 
Jonathan  Coinstock  was  the  membei 
Cool-;e's  place.  Even  had  a  Senator  re- 
I  the  Assembly  had  □  power,  nor 
right,  to  elect  a  successor;  or  a  mei  iber 
ot  its  own  body.  This  election  01  Elam. 
!•;■  the  Assembly,  was  by  virtue  oi  the 
Ch  irter.  This  State  had  ratifie  1  the  I*. 
S.  Constitution  ten  years  before;  were 
both  the  Charter  and  the  k.  nstit  ii 
in  operation  in  Rhode  Island  at  the  time; 
for  the  General  Assembly  to  dodge  rirst 
one,    and    then    the    other?      It    was    this 

i  —     L...:uu:c-ng    wnich    result*       m 

the  Dorr  War,  and  it  w„s  tit. re  tr.imb!^- 
riggers  who  formed  the  "Law  and  Or 
tier   Party"   in   1842. 

In  ease  Massachusetts  potested,the  ;  lace 
to  search  is  in  Boston.  But  Massachu- 
setts never  protested  because  the  person 
elected  was  a  Jew;  and  if  she  did  pr  - 
test  it  was  not  so  disreputable  as  was 
the  action  3f  the  R.  I.  Court  of  1762,  an  1 
:   the   Genera!  A«s-;tttbly  ■:  :   ::v. - : - 

The  Constitution  of  Massachusetts, 
a  1  1  ted  in  1780.  provided  that  "no  sub- 
ject shall  be  moleste  <r  restrained  in 
his  person,  liberty,  or  estate,  for  wor- 
shi]  ing  God  in  the  manner  and  reasons 
most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience;  or  for  his  relieicus  pro- 
fessions, or  sentiments.'*  How  coul  :  the 
General  Court  protest  on  the  ground  of 
"sect"  in  the  case  of  a  Senator  of  Rhode 
Island,  as  Mr.  Gould  has  stated? 
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In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  ii 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  tb  the  country  and 
to  the  even's  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1S12".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  SherbatolT,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1S14. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  tc  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
For  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island, 
by  Levi  W.  Russell.  Svo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains IS  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  fine 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the 
autl  r.  Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no 
longer  here  with  us. 


The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Evening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
shed  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  01  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"  etc.,  N.  Y.,  1S04.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  R<:brrt  Chambers. 
London.     Cloth.    $3.50.  . 

This  book  will  show  from  sci 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  ps  sent  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub- 
merged.    The  book  has  many  wood  cu*?- 
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ANNIHILATION        OF        THE        CLAIM         FOR 

RICHARD    SCOTT    TO    BE    THE    AUTHOR 

OF     THE      FIRST      CO  M  TACT     OF 

government    for    ii\uvi- 

DENCE. 

At  some  period  unknown,  but  very 
early  in  the  settlement  of  Providence,  a 
document  was  written  in  a  book  which 
is  now  the  earliest  town  record;  this 
document  was  for  those  to  sign  who  de- 
sired to  become  inhabitants  of  this  town. 
This  extraordinary  document,  in  the 
matter  of  government,  separated  civil 
liberty  from  religious  liberty,  but  guar- 
anteed each  to  every  inhabitant.  It  was 
the  first  government  in  the  world  in- 
stituted upon  such  principles.  It  was 
the  maintenance  of  these  principles  by 
himself  alone  that  caused  the  banish- 
ment of  Roger  Williams,  and  since  he, 
with  four  or  five  companions,  was  the 
first  to  come  here  and  obtain  lands  suffi- 
cient to  plant  a  town,  to  him  has  been 
given  the  credit  of  having  written  the 
document  to  be  signed  by  those  who 
desired  to  become  inhabitants  here  with 
him.  But  this  matter  of  authorship  has 
been  denied  to  Williams,  and  the  docu- 
ment is  claimed  by  certain  descendants 
of  Richard  Scott  to  have  been  written 
by  him.  The  first  to  claim  the  author- 
ship for  Scott  was  a  person  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  named  Martin  B.  Scott.  His  claim 
was  made  in  Dawson's  H  istorical  Ma- 
gazine for  February,  1869,  and  somewhat 


extended  in  the  October  number  of 
the  same  periodical.  1  reproduce  the 
Document : 

"We  whose  names  roe  hereunder,  de- 
sirous to  inhabit  in  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence, do  promise  to  subject  ourselves 
in  active  or  passive  obedience  to  all  such 
orders  or  agreements  as  shall  be  made 
for  public  good  of  the  body,  in  an  or- 
derly way,  by  the  major  assent  of  the 
present  inhabitants,  masters  of  family, 
incorporated  together  into  a  town  fel- 
lowship, and  such  others  whom  they 
shall    admit    unto    them — only    in    civil 

THINGS." 

This  was  signed  by  Richard  Scott  and 
twelve  others,  none  of  whom  were 
among  the  first  proprietor-,  then  sole 
owners  of  the  lands. 

The  Cleveland  gentleman  attempts  to 
maintain  that  "a  marked  resemblance 
will  be  observed  between  the  handwrit- 
ing in  the  document  and  the  first  signa- 
ture"; that  "it  was  a  voluntary  record  of 
Pichard  Scott  and  his  associates,  who 
joined  Roger  Williams  in  1637-8,  to  de- 
fine their  position  and  fix  the  terms  upon 
which  they  joined  the  colony,  and  being 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  adopted 
by  Rogei   William-,  it  was  satisfactory". 

That  "Know'es  entered  upon  his  work 
f  Memoir  o*  Roger  Williams)  in  a  sim- 
ilar spirit  with  Abbott  in  his  Life  of 
Napoleon;  and  notwithstanding  his  ap~ 
tarent    candor    and    honesty,    could    not 
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leslst  the  temptation  to  appropriate  to 
tbf  cicdit  of  Williams  so  rich  a  nugget 
a^  ilie  aforesaid  document,  even  at  the 
opense  of  robbing  its  real  authors  of 
the  honor  and  reputation  of  their  own 
liberal  sentiments"'. 

That  "it  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of 
the  agreement  that  the  thirteen  signers 
considered  themselves  of  the  body  of  the 
present  inhabitants,  masters  of  families, 
incorporated  together  into  a  town  fel- 
lowship". 

That  "there  is  no  evidence  whatever 
of  any  civil  or  religious  organization 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  Richard  Scott 
and  the  twelve  other   second   comers". 

I  will  now  give  two  or  three  quota- 
tions from  Knowics  as  given  by  Seuui 
and  as  they  appear  in  Knowles : 

SCOTT.  KNOWLES. 

"I  t  w  ould  be  "I  t  w  ould  be 
strange  if  amid  so  strange  if  amid  so 
much  contradiction  much  contradictor. 
and  confusion,  I  and  confusion.  I 
have  fallen  into  no  have  fallen  into  no 
error.  I  am  well  errors.  I  can  only 
aware  that  it  is  de-  say  that  I  have  In- 
fective in  several  bored  to  learn  the 
points."  truth."' 

-   Scott's  statement  above  is  a  deliberate 

lie.     Knowles     did    not    use    the    words 

"error"  and  ''defective'"  in  the  connection 

given  by  Scott    (Knowles's   Preface,  pp. 


xiii,  xv).  Nevertheless  Scott  follows 
his  fraud  with  this:  "The  claim  that 
Roger  Williams  was  the  author  of  the 
agreement  referred  to,  no  doubt  he  had 
in  his  mind's  eye"  in  using  the  words. 
A  book  may  be  defective  and  yet  with- 
out positive  error;  in  truth,  no  book  was 
ever  printed  without  defect.  I  will  give 
two  more  specimens  of  just  such  fraud- 
ulent work: 
SCOTT. 
"Knowles  assert- 
ed     too      much      for 


KNOWLES. 
Knowles   said:    "It 
was     the-    design     of 
public      belief.      and   Williams     that      his 
his    own    reputation   colony  (town) should 


as  an  impartial  his- 
torian, when  he 
says  "every  inhabit- 
ant was  required  to  ther* 
sign  the  covenant." 
A  ga  in.  "  S  i  gn  ed  b  y 
all  the  inhabit- 
ants, as  aneytru  b> 
Knowles." 


"Knowles  says: 
"It  was  undoubted- 
ly drawn  up  by 
Roger  -  Williams. 
The    government    of    his  character  and   it 


be  open  to  all  per- 
sons who  might 
choose  to  reside 
without  re- 
gard to  their  relig- 
ious opinions.  He 
was    careful,    never- 

for  the  maintenance 
of  the  civil  peace, 
(hence)  every  in- 
habitant was  re- 
quired to  subscribe 
to  the  covenant." 
(Knowles,   p.    120.) 

"It  v\-as  undoubt- 
edly drawn  up  by 
Roger  Williams.  It 
>ears  the  impress  of 


the    town    was    thu 
placed  in  the  inhab- 
itants," 


was  the  germ  cf 
those  free  institu- 
tions under  which 
Rhode  Island  has 
flourished  till  the 
present  day." 
(Knowles,  120.) 
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Mr.  Scott  says:  "It  was  no  doubt  a 
voluntary  record  of  Richard  Scott  and 
his  associates  who  joined  Roger  Wil 
limns  in  1637-8,  to  define  their  positions 
and  fix  the  terms  on  which  they  joined 
the  colony"  (Feby.  Hist.  Mag.  1865,  p. 
1-14).  Scott,  six  months  later,  writes 
this:  "There  is  no  evidence  whatever 
of  any  civil  or  religious  organization 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  Richard  Scott". 
If  this  last  extract  is  true,  then  the  first 
is  false.  If  no  organization  existed,  how 
could  Scott  have  "joined  the  colony"? 
Or  how  could  Scott  join  a  thing  of  his 
own  creation? 

This  agreement  is  written  at  the  top 
of  the  first  page  in  the  first  record  book 
of  this  town.  It  occupies  eleven  lines. 
Saving  these  eleven  lines,  there  were  in 
1S79  four  pages  left  blank  for  signa- 
tures for  the  names  of  those  who  de- 
sired to  be  admitted.  Then  began  the 
First  records  of  the  town  (Prov.  Early 
Rec.  1,  1,  2,  3).  The  blank  leaf,  two 
pages,  was  removed  and  destroyed  by 
the  person  who  inlaid  the  book,  Albert 
V.  Jenckes,  and  thus  was  destroyed  an 
acute  piece  of  historical  evidence.  Had 
I    not    observed    and    noted    the    fact    in 


1879,  this  curious  but  acute  evidence 
would  have  now  been  unknown.  Did 
Richard  Scott,  not  an  inhabitant  here, 
reserve  five  feet  of  spaee  in  this  first 
record  book  of  the  town  for  men.  like 
himself,  to  sign  on  their  application  for 
admission  ? 

Mr.  Williams  has  told  us  that  "he 
bought  these  lands  in  the  years  1634  and 
1035  by  several  treaties  with  the 
Sachems;  that  two  years  later,  in  1637, 
he  asked  and  received  from  these  Sa- 
chems a  written  Deed".  He  further 
says  that  "in  that  same  year,  1637,  1 
delivered  the  deed  subscribed  by  the 
two  Sachems  unto  the  whole  number 
of  purchasers  with  all  and  every  power, 
right  ana  title  .  Williams  considered 
this  a  sufficient  transfer,  and  that  pos- 
session of  the  document  was  adequate 
evidence  of  ownership.  From  this  trans- 
action the  Deed  came  to  be  called  the 
Town  Evidence.  He  also  states :  "I 
communicated  my  said  purchase  to  my 
loving  friend,  John  Throcmorton,  and 
others  (meaning  the  original  proprie- 
tors) who  then  desired  to  take  shelter 
here  with  me"  (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  1,  22). 
The   word    communicated   meant  at   that 
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time  shared  with,  or  participated  in,  or 
bestowed  upon.  The  following  year, 
after  giving  his  original  Deed  to  the 
thirteen  purchasers,  Williams  gave  these 
men  a  specfiic  Deed,  the  initials  of  the 
nun  being  used  (Staples's  Annals,  Prov. 
33).  This  Deed  was  dated  "as  near  as 
we  could  guess",  October  S,  163S.  This 
latter  document  contains  no  reference  to 
his  purpose  in  planting  Providence,  nor 
to  Religious  Liberty.  But  in  the  Docu- 
ment of  1661,  above  quoted  from  (R.  I.  j 
Col.  Rec.  1,  22),  he  sets  forth  his  motive 
in  coming  here,  as  well  as  what  he  did: 
"Under  a  sense  of  God's  merciful  provi- 
dence unto  me  in  my  distress,  I  called 
the  place  Providence.  I  designed  it 
might  be  a  shelter  for  persons  distressed  j 
for  conscience*'  .  .  .  "and  in  suc- 
cession unto  so  many  others  as  we  j 
should  receive  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  said  purchase,  and  besides  the  first 
that  were  admitted  (the  thirteen  First 
Proprietors)  our  town  records  declare 
tJiat  aftencards  we  received  Chad 
Brozvn,  William  Field,  Thomas  Harris. 
William  Wickenden  and  others.  The 
three  names  in  italics  were  part  of  the 
thirteen  men  who  signed  the  agreement 


in  question.  Richard  Scott's  name  was 
upon  the  same  Document,  but  William- 
does  not  mention  it,  nor  had  Richard 
Scott  any  part  in  any  of  the  preceding 
proceedings. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  existence 
of  the  settlement  the  inhabitants,  a  dozen 
members,  created  and  exercised  a  town 
government.  Richard  Scott  was  noi 
here.  Mr.  Williams  sought  the  advice  of 
John  Winthrop,  then  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Massachusetts  colony.  This  let- 
ter was  written  before  the  17th  of  May, 
1637.  Mr.  Williams  says:  '"Hitherto 
the  masters  of  families  have  ordinarily 
met  once  a  fortnight  and  consulted  about 
C'ur  common  peace,  watch  and  planting, 
and  with  mutual  consent  have  hnishea 
all  matters  with  speed  and  peace"  (Narr. 
Club  6,  4).  A  town  treasurer  was  also 
appointed,  with  other  town  officers 
(Prov.  Early  Rec.  I,  2).  Richard  Scott 
was  not  then  an  inhabitant.  In  the  year 
1637  the  Yerin  "Liberty  of  Conscience" 
order  was  fixed  by  the  town  (Prov. 
Early  Rec.  1,  4).  Neither  Scott  nor  any 
other  signer  of  the  agreement  were  ad- 
mitted inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  not 
one    of   them    was    then    a   proprietor   of 
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the  lands  or  any  part  thereof.  Such  is 
the  exact  relation  in  which  Richard  Scot; 
stands  to  this  agreement  for  Civil  and 
Religious   Liberty. 

Until  1S69  his  name  had  never  been 
mentioned  or  considered  in  connect  ion 
with  "Religious  Liberty",  neither  in 
Rhode  Island  nor  in  Massachusetts. 
while  Roger  Williams  had  been  ban 
ished  and  forced  to  leave  both  Massa- 
chusetts and  Plymouth  because  of  his 
belief  in  that  principle.  The"  Cleveland 
gentleman  says  the  men  who  signed  this 
agreement  "considered  themselves  of  tht 
body  of  the  present  inhabitants,  incor- 
porated together  into  a  town  fellowship" 
Then  why  did  Richard  Scott  sign  a 
p.- per  saying  "we  whose  names  are  here- 
under desirous  to  inhabit  the  town  of 
Providence,"  etc.?  By  asking  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  town  he  admits  the  existence 
of  a  town.  He  also  says  :  "The  present 
inhabitants,  masters  of  families,  incor- 
porated together  into  a  town".  Thus 
Richard  Scott  admits  a  civil  organiza- 
tion, which  the  Cleveland  Scott  says 
"never  existed  until  the  advent  of  Rich- 
ard Scott".  Neither  the  name  of  Roger 
Williams    nor    that    of    any    other    First 


Proprietors  is  signed  to  the  document. 
There  was  no  necessity.  They  had 
agreed  to  a  compact,  such  as  Williams 
had  suggested  to  Winthrop  before  Wil- 
liams gave  them  his  Deed.  I  Knee  the) 
desired  every  person  coming  to  dwell 
in  their  town  to  agree  by  his  signature  to 
Civil  order  and  religious  liberty.  How 
could  Richard  Scott,  being  not  an  in- 
habitant, write  on  the  Town  Records 
the  terms  of  his  own  admission?  It  was 
for  the  Proprietors  to  fix  these  terms 
and  place  them  upon  their  Town  Rec- 
ords.    Owning  at  the   time  not   an   acre 


of   lam 

claims 


tier 
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this    Cleveland   gentleman 
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Richard    Scott 


d     la 


and    that    while   asking  admission   as   an 

inhabitant  he  undertakes  to  lay  down 
the  laws  which  shall  govern  the  rem 
owners  of  the  land.  The  Cleveland  gen- 
tleman says:  "These  thirteen  second 
comers  considered  themselves  masters  of 
families".  Three  of  them  at  least  were 
not  married,  to  wit,  John  Warner. 
Thomas  Angell  and  Benedict  Arnold. 
He  also  says :  "They  fixed  the  terms  on 
which  they  joined  the  colony".  There 
was    then    no   colony.      But   the    proposi- 
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lion, — how  could  they  fix  these  term? 
upon  which  the  First  Proprietors  should 
admit  such  as  desired  to  come? 

The  First  Proprietors  created  a  town, 
and  when  they  had  concluded  upon  con- 
ditions of  admission  to  it,  Williams  pre- 
pared it,  and  they  then,  in  Williams's 
own  hand,  placed  these  conditions  upon 
record.  Hence  "every  inhabitant"  was 
in  reality  bound  by  it.  Roger  Williams 
planted  this  town  on  the  principle  of 
Religious  Liberty.  Subsequently  Rich- 
ard Scott  came  here  to  dwell,  in  order 
to  have  the  advantage  of  the  free  gov- 
ernment which  Williams  had  then  es- 
tablished. Now  come  these  attempts 
directly  in  the  face  of  i>.v.-.d  evidence 
to  rob  Roger  Wiliams  and  give  the 
credit  of  his  work  to  Richard  Scott. 
Not  a  word  exists  written  by  Scott 
affirming  his  belief  in  religious  liberty, 
nor  ever  struggling  for  its  preservation. 
In  one  at  least  of  the  Biographical  Dic- 
tionaries of  the  time  (Drake's)  Martin 
Scott's  infamous  work  is  given  credit,  ' 
and  recently  a  ''Historical'''  society  here  ! 
in  Providence  has  listened  to  papers  and 
speeches  reaffirming  the  Cleveland 
Scott's  story. 

In  May  of  the  current  year  the  Rhode 
Island  Citizens'  Historical  Association 
held  a  meeting  to  listen  to  a  paper  by 
Stephen  F.  Peckham,  a  chemist  of  New 
York,  but  born  here,  on  the  subject, 
"Richard  Scott  and  Roger  Williams,  and 
the  Noted  Civil  Compact  of  Providence, 
1637''.  The  paper  so  far  as  I  know  has 
not  been  printed.  But  the  Journal  here 
gave  this  notice:  ''Mr.  Peckham  argued 
that,  as  the  handwriting  of  the  compact 
declaring  for  civil  and  religious  liberty 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  signature 
of  Richard  Scott,  the  chances  were  in 
favor  of  the  theory  that  the  famous 
document  was  the  creation  of  this  com- 
panion of  Roger  Williams  rather  than 
of  Roeer  Williams  himself".  So  for 
Mr.  Peckham  has  used  precisely  the 
ideas  advanced  by  M.  B.  Scott,  which 
I  have  given  above.  Neither  does  more 
than  to  in  innate.     Both  are  attempts  to 


wrejifiU  &*&t(,iy  ^n<l  j*x>op  "so  rich  a 
nugget"  to  the  credit  of  the  Scott  an- 
cestry.     I    here    reproduce,    in    facsimile, 

the  original  agreement,  or  compact,  as 
it  stands  today  at  the  head  of  the  first 
page  of  the  first  Record  Book  of  Provi- 
dence, and  bene  ath  it  is  the  signature  of 
Richard  Scott  as  it  stands  in  this  book. 
The  chief  claim  of  M.  B.  Scott  and  S.  F. 
Peckham  is  in  the  exact  similarity  of  the 
signature  of  Richard  Scott  to  the  hand- 
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writing  of  the  compact.  I  deny  that  any 
similarity  exists,  and  illustrate  the  fact 
by  a  careful  citation  of  letters  and  close 
examinations  of  the  forms  thereof.  Com- 
pare the  letters  ti  in  the  word  '"Scott" 
with  the  letters  tt  in  the  word  "inhabitt". 
or  "admitt","  or  "together".  Compare 
the  letter  c  in  both  "Richard"  and  "Scott" 
with  the  letter  c  in  the  word  "active"  or 
the  word  "obedience".  Compare  the  letter 
h  in  the  word  "Richard"  with  the  letter 
h  in  the  words  "where",  "here",  "in- 
habit"' and  "'such"  in  the  agreement. 
Compare  the  0  in  "Scott"  with  the 
position  of  the  o  in  "only",  "whome'  . 
"do",  "towne".  Compare  the  letter  a  in 
"Richard"  with  the  letter  a  in  the  words 
"shall",  "passive",  "made",  etc.,  and  the 
letter  r  in  "Richard"  with  the  letter  r 
in  the  word  "together",  "providence  ', 
"promise".  Compare  the  letter  "S"  in 
"Submit"  with  the  letter  "S"  in  Scon  : 
both   are  capital   letters.     These   compar- 

destroy  in  a  moment  all  ] 
that  Richard  Scott  ever  wrote  the 
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ment.  J  now  come  to  the  final  and  con- 
clusive evidence. 

On  or  about  the  l/th  of  May,  1637, 
Williams  wrote  a  letter  to  Dep.  Gov. 
Winthrop,  from  which  I  make  two  or 
three  extracts:  "The  condition  of  my- 
self and  those  few  families  here  planting 
with  me  you  know  full  well".  Richard 
Scott's  family  was  not  one  of  them;  he 
did  not  reach  Providence  much  before 
October,  163S.  "Oar  dangers  call  upon 
us  to  be  compact  in  a  civil  way  and 
power.  I  have  therefore  had  thoughts 
of  propounding  to  my  neighbors  a  double 
subscription,  concerning  which  I  shall 
humbly  crave  your  help".  The  first,  con- 
cerning ourselves,  the  masters  of  fam- 
ilies. The  second,  concerning  any  who 
shall  hereafter  desire  to  plant  with  us, 
thus : 

''We  whose  names  are  hereunder  writ- 
ten, being  desirous  to  inhabit  in  this 
town  of  New  Providence,  do  promise  to 
subject  ourselves  in  active  or  passive 
obedience  to  such  orders  and  agreement 
as  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time  by 
the  greater  number  of  the  present  house- 
holders of  this  town,  and  such  whom 
they  shall  admit  into  the  same  fellow- 
ship and  privilege''.  "I  have  not  yet 
mentioned  these  things  to  my  neighbors, 
but  shall  as  I  see  cause  upon  your  loving 
counsel"  (Narr.  Club,  Roger  Williams's 
Letters,  v.  6,  pp.  4,  5,  6),  The  original 
letter  was  in  the  pos-t-ssion  of  Robert 
C.  Winthrop,  who  died  almost  upon  the 
day  of  his  receipt  of  my  letter  asking 
the  privilege  of  taking  a  photograph  of 
that  portion  showing  the  compact  as  1 
have  given  it.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
Roger  Williams  employed  Richard  Scott 
to  write  it  for  him;  or  did  Williams 
copy  a  letter  by  Scott  and  send  it  to 
Winthrop;  or  did  Scott  carelessly  dis- 
close his  idea  to  Williams  eighteen 
months  before  he  ever  saw  Providence? 
This  Scott  claim  of  authorship  is  wor^-e 
than  nonsense,  for  it  is  criminal. 

One  word  more  and  I  close.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  small  num- 


ber of  the  planters  of  Providence  to  have 
some  security  for  their  form  of  govern- 
ment against  the  "bummers"  which  both 
Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  were  forc- 
ing upon  her.  Thrust  into  the  wilder- 
ness, no  other  shelter  was  open  to  them  ; 
how  long  but  for  this  agreement  would 
these  colonics  have  been  in  "tumbling" 
in  voters,  taking  the  lands,  establishing 
a  state  church  and  a  town  council 
religion? 


President  S'churman  of  Cornell  ad- 
dressed the  graduates  thus:  "The  best 
asset  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  So- 
ciety ever  had  was  the  spotless  reputa- 
tion of  Henry  B.  Hyde."  A  week  later 
came  the  Hendricks  report  with  the  tales 
of  Hyde's  leases  to  Safe  Deposit  Com- 
pany, and  still  worse,  his  son's  salary 
steal,  and  his  wife's  pension. 


My  learned  contemporary,  the  Jour- 
nal, devotes  an  article  to  "Heart  Dis- 
ease Increasing."  It  says:  "Last  week- 
there  were  123  deaths  in  New  York  city 
by  that  disease."  It  continues :  "'Dr. 
Darlington,  health  commissioner,  lays 
this  unpleasant  showing  to  the  hurry  and 
stress  of  business ;  the  noise  and  clamor 
of  metropolitan  life;  late  suppers;  elab- 
orate food ;  stimulating  drings,  and  the 
constant  quest-  of  excitement,  money  and 
pleasure."  Now  comes  this  wise  editor 
and  writes  this,  "concrete  statistics  like 
these  are  worth  any  amount  of  mere 
theory  and  generalization."  With  ade- 
quate humility  I  ask  what  were  Darling 
ton's  "statistics",  but  mere  theory  and 
generalization?"  The  editor's  work,  not 
Darlincrton's,   is   sheer   nonsense. 
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In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1S12".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1S04  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  SherbatofT,  whom  he 
married  in  181 1.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island, 
by  Levi  W.  Russell.  8vo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains IS  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  fine 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the 
author,  Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no 
longer  here  with  us. 


The  Boston  Herald  defends  the  ac- 
tion of  President  Roosevelt  in  his  not 
bringing  Paul  Morton's  trial  because 
"he  cannot  believe  wrong  of  his  friends." 
The  President  is  a  political  trickster, 
similar  to  the  late  Senator  Ploar.  He 
talks  virtue  to  secure  the  votes  of  the 
virtuous,  but  acts  vice  to  secure  the  votes 
of  the  vicious.  Of  what  use  is  a  Presi- 
dent who  acts  not  upon  evidence? 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.00.  Eor  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 


Ancient  Sea  Margins  of  England  as 
Memorial  of  Changes  in  the  relative  level 
of  sea  and  land,  by  Robert  Chambers. 
London.     Cloth.     $350. 

This  book  will  show  from  scientific 
facts  that  the  ancient  sea  level  near  the 
British  Isles  was  from  1500  to  1700  feet 
above  its  present  level.  Practically  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  were  sub- 
merged.    The  book  has  many  wood  cuts. 
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LARXED'S     SEVENTY    CENTURIES    OF 
THE   I,IFE   OF    MANKIND. 

A  T>.~m~i1--  1i  -.  c  Kp^n  rpc^^ti'"  •>tt^  ■  'SllC_ 
bearing  this  title:  "Seventy  Centuries  of 
the  Life  of  Mankind,"  by  J.  N.  Lamed. 
The  author  further  describes  it  as  being 
a  survey  of  History  from  the  earliest 
known  records  through  all  stages  of 
civilization,  in  all  important  countries, 
down  to  the  present  time.  The  work  is 
divided  into  Epochs,  these  epochs  ending 
generally  with  some  epoch  making  event. 
The  first  epoch  ends  with  the  battle  of 
Salamis ;  the  second  epoch  ends  with 
the  sacking  of  Rome,  and  the  death  of 
Alaric;  the  third  epoch  ends  with  the 
invasion  of  the  Turks  in  Europe,  and 
the  capture  of  Constantinople;  the 
fourth  epoch  ends  with  those  events  fol- 
lowing the  Elizabethan  age,  and  the 
opening  cause  of  the  Cromwellian  Revo- 
lution in  England ;  the  fifth  epoch  ends 
with  the  formation  of  the  American  Re- 
public; and  the  sixth  epoch  covers  the 
Napoleonic  wars;  our  Slave  Rebellion; 
the  destruction  of  the  second  French 
Empire,  and  all  the  wonderful  things 
invented  or  discovered  in  the  10th  cen- 
tury. Preceding  tpel e|  epochs.  Mr. 
Lamed  gives  accounft  oi  V\ ,  ^re-historic 
people  yet  discovered.  k&sYpVpfer  are 

discussed     with     cleariejsj  -pj   jd|rerse 
opinions    of    the   origin- 
races ;  the  philological,^  -^logi- 


cal theories;  and  also  how  the  colors  of 
mankind  were  brought  to  such  different 
ends. 

>  r         t  1>.     1  »      ■  .....  . 
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stated,  into  six  epochs;  the  entire  period 
covered  being  the  entire  age  of  the 
world,  so  long  as  men  have  been  known 
to  dwell  upon  the  earth,  B.  C.  4700.  to 
A.  D.  1905  ;  in  all  6605  years.  The  First 
Epoch  begins  with  the  earliest  civiliza- 
tions, and  known  empires  in  the  world; 
ending  with  the  battle  of  Salami s,  and 
the  expulsion  of  Xerxes,  and  his  Persian 
army  from  Greece.  This  Epoch  is  cov- 
ered in  no  pages  and  includes  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  for  4220  years.  The 
Second  Epoch  begins  where  the  first 
stopped.  B.  C.  4S0,  and  covers  the  time 
until  A.  D.  410.  a  period  of  nearly  a 
thousand  years.  Mr.  Lamed  calls  it  the 
Epoch  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and 
treats  it  in  about  100  pages.  The  Third 
Epoch  is  what  writers  have  usually 
called  the  Middle  Ages,  but  Mr.  Lamed 
calls  it  "The  Epoch  of  New  Nations." 
It  covers  the  years  A.  D.  410  to  A.  D. 
1454.  and  includes  the  foundation,  or 
formation  of  the  nations  of  Europe  as 
we  now  know  them,  Italy,  France.  Spain, 
England,  etc.  The  years  covered  are 
1034 :  in  describing  what  happened  Mr. 
Lamed  uses  177  pages.  The  Fourth 
Epoch  covers  the  years  A.  D.  1454  to 
A.  D.  1610.  Mr.  Lamed  calls  it  the 
"Epoch     of     Modernizing    Expansions.'' 
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During  the  past  half  century,  it  has  been 
called  'The  Renaissance."  For  English  \ 
readers,  Mr.  Larned's  title  is  far  more  | 
accurate,  as  characterizing  what  really  | 
happened.  It  was  a  transition  of  many  j 
countries  from  mediaeval  to  modern 
conditions.  Men  for  a  thousand  years 
had  been  chiefly  occupied  in  stolidity  of 
thought.  In  1454,  the  art  of  printing 
made  it  a  necessity  in  men  to  begin  to 
think.  The  time  covered  in  this  epoch 
was  only  156  years,  and  Mr.  Larned 
uses  127  pages  in  description.  The  Fifth 
Epoch  covers  the  period  1610-1799.  Mr. 
Larned  names  it  the  "Epoch  of  Political 
Revolutions."  It  covers  the  birth,  and 
growth  of  the  American  Republic,  and  is 
the  greatest  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 
world  (unless  we  are:  "^w  in  the  throes 
of  a  greater).  It  closes  with  the  death 
of  President  Washington.  The  time 
covered  is  189  years,  and  Mr.  Larned 
tells  the  story  in  about  as  many  pages. 
The  closing  Epoch  is  the  Sixth.  The 
time  covered  is  1799-1905.  Mr.  Larned 
calls  it  the  "Epoch  of  Science,  Mechan- 
ism, Democracy,  and  the  transforming  of 
the  World."  Nothing  in  the  preceding 
world  history  approaches  it.  In  a  pre. 
ceding  note  I  have  herein  touched  upon 


these  events,  and  I  will  not  here  re-state 
them. 

Now  I  come  to  the  unique  thing  done 
by  Mr.  Larned  in  the  construction  oi  this 
book.  The  soul  of  history  must  be 
sought  in  the  existence  of  men  ;  but  for 
the  advent  of  man,  there  could  be  no 
such  thing  as  history;  recognizing  this 
fact,  Mr.  Larned  has,  in  a  chapter  pre- 
ceding each  epoch,  mentioned  the  chief 
characters  who  were  the  great  actors  in 
the  work  of  the  Epoch  which  follows. 
The  idea,  strangely  enough,  is  unique ; 
but  there  is  still  another  admirable 
thing  connected  with  these  character 
sketches — portraits  are  introduced;  the 
introduction  of  portraits  into  books  is 
ti.  +  peculiar;  bi?l  the  introduction  of 
such  portraits  as  are  here  introduced,  is 
peculiar;  I  go  still  further,  they  are 
unique;  there  are  145  of  them,  not  one 
of  which  is  ''common;"  but  all  are  taken 
from  the  most  ancient,  or  most  authen- 
tic models,  or  portraits,  in  Europe,  or  in 
America.  Every  picture  has  a  historical 
value,  and  hence,  importance.  For  the 
active,  or  strenuous  life  of  to-day  this 
book  has  one  sterling  quality.  It  is 
within  the  reading  time  of  the  busiest 
man    in    this    country;    having    read    the 
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concise  paragraphs,  the  ideas  of  which 
are  quickly  grasped;  the  reader  has  ac- 
quired a  concrete  knowledge  of  the 
world's  history,  and  of  the  actors  there- 
in, which  will  last  a  life  time.  There  is 
another  unique  idea  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  book.  As  the  reader 
progresses,  he  finds  in  the  body  of  the 
pages,  and  often  in  the  margins,  heavy 
lines  of  black  faced  type.  Here  is  one 
of  them  (v.  2,  p.  361)  :  "The  Louisiana 
Purchase,  1803."  It  is  to  call  attention 
to  a  momentous  fact,  which  in  the  text 
is  admirably  explained  both  in  the  in- 
ception and  in  the  result,  in  twenty  lines. 
It  is  an  excellent  arrangement  for  busi- 
ne:?s  men  who  desire  to  acquire  quickly, 
and  long  retain,  a  knowledge  of  such 
things.  These  marginal  citations,  as  I 
will  name  them,  will  be  a  source  of  sat- 
isfaction to  every  scholar,  since  they  will 
call  quickly  to  mind  many  a  familiar 
fact  collateral  to  the  story.  The  title 
''History"  preceded  by  the  word  "Gen- 
eral'' or  '"Universal,"  has  been  common 
since  the  days  of  Bossuet.  It  means  the 
whole  story  of  the  actions  of  men,  in 
all  countries  in  the  world,  written  in  a 
single  narrative.     The  principle  of  con- 


struction is  condensation.  But  condensa- 
tion is  an  art  which  many  men  have 
tried,  but  in  which  few  succeeded.  Mr. 
Larned's  book  is  the  concrete  essence  of 
Universal  History;  for  he  has  the  art 
of  knowing  what  to  omit,  which  when 
omitted,  makes  no  break  in  the  story; 
and  this  is  why  I  have  thus  described 
this  book.  No  published  work  of  Uni- 
versal History  is  comparable  to  it.  There 
are  four  maps  of  the  world,  as  men  knew 
the  world  at  various  epochs.  These 
maps  are  7  by  10  inches,  and  printed 
with  colors.  The  first  shows  "The  seats 
of  the  earliest  known  civilizations."  The 
second  shows  "The  Mediterranean 
World  •  in  Roman  Times."  The  third 
shows  "The  World  (on  MercaLOis  pro- 
jection) in  the  middle  of  the  17th  Cen- 
tury (1650)."  The  fourth  shows  "The 
Advance  of  Democracy  since  the  middle 
of  the  iSth  Century  (1750)."  These 
maps  are  used  as  inside  linings  for  the 
covers  of  the  books,  thus  economizing 
space;  but  better  still  making  them  easily 
and  instantly  accessible,  for  each  map 
refers  to  world's  action  described  in  the 
volume  in  which  it  is  placed. 
The  closing  chapter  (XII)  of  the  first 
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volume  has  a  general  interest,  covering 
the  15th  century,  1400-1500.  It  is,  in 
effect,  a  word  picture  of  the  "Historical 
World  at  the  end  of  the  middle  ages." 
To  an}'  general  reader,  by  whom  I  mean 
men  of  business,  the  reading  of  this 
chapter  is  worth  the  price  of  the  book. 
It  is  too  long  to  reprint,  if  indeed  it 
would  be  right  for  me  to  reprint  it ;  but 
I  here  copy  several  of  its  chapter  headings 
which  gave  a  general  idea  of  the  works 
touched  in  the  chapter.  ''The  known 
world  in  the  first  half  of  the  century. 
The  birth  of  science.  The  common 
schools.  Books  and  Studies.  Mediaeval 
Architecture.  Signification  of  Great 
Cathedrals.  How  the  cost  was  paid. 
Mediaeval  Dwellings  and  Furniture.  In- 
vention of  Chimnies.  Glass  Windows. 
Development  of  Home  Life.  Life  in 
Castles.  Manors  and  Manor  Houses. 
Peasants'  Homes.  Town  life  in  the  Mid- 
dle  Ages.  Duties  of  a  Citizen.  A  Town 
described.  Monasteries  and  Monks. 
What  the  early  Monks  did  and  were," 
etc.,  etc. 

The  book  is  published  by  the  Charles 
A.  Nichols  Company,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  is  sold  by  subscription,   and 


is  a  fine  production  of  the  press.  The 
book  has  interested  me  greatly  and  I 
cannot  let  it  pass  without  a  note  con- 
cerning Roger  Williams;  in  words  so 
simple,  and  yet  so  strong.  It  will  please 
Rhode  Island  people  to  read  them,  sat- 
urate with  truth. 

"Roger  Williams  had  established  the 
colony  of  Providence  Plantations,  which 
became  Rhode  Island,  and  had  preached 
and  exemplified  that  tolerance  of  relig- 
ious free  thought  which  the  changing 
convictions  of  his  own  large,  open,  can- 
did, seeking  mind  taught  him  to  under- 
stand as  a  need,  and  a  right"   (2,  156-7). 

"They  had  come  to  America  to  obtain 
religious  freedom  for  themselves ;  not 
to  establish  it  as  a  principle  of  right  for 
mankind  at  large.  They  believed  in  no 
such  principle,  and  very  few  minds  in 
the  world  had  arrived  yet  at  the  breadth 
of  religion  that  could  open  them  to  that 
belief;  but  one  great  man,  Roger  Wil- 
liams, who  had  attained  the  needed 
largeness  of  soul,  arrived  at  Plymouth 
in  163 1,  and  came  to  Salem  in  1633"  (2, 
198). 

"A  second  secession  (the  first  being 
to  the   valley  of  the   Connecticut)    from 
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the  rigorous  rule  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay  was 
caused  in  1636  by  their  expulsion  of 
Roger  Williams,  the  apostle  of  religious 
liberty,  or  "soul  freedom,"  as  he  de- 
scribed it,  who  offended  the  majority  oi 
the  colony,  but  pleased  a  congregation 
at  Salem,  by  preaching  that  and  other 
doctrines  of  broad  righteousness,  and 
who  could  not  be  curbed.  To  escape 
being  shipped  forcibly  to  England,  Wil- 
liams fled  to  the  forest  among  the  In- 
dians, whose  friendship  he  had  won,  and 
whose  language  he  had  learned.  Choos- 
ing a  place  at  the  head  of  Narragansett 
Bay,  where  friends  from  Salem  joined 
him,  he  founded  the  settlement  named 
Providence;  winch  soon  naa  neignoors, 
planted    in,    and   on    the    same   Bay"    (2, 

199). 

In  closing,  I  might  fairly  say  that  this 
book  is  in  two  octavo  volumes;  and  that 
the  price  is  $4. 50.  Thus  it  comes  within 
the  reach  of  every  man  or  woman.  Those  ! 
who  are  teachers  cannot  have  a  better; 
nor  can  any  business  man;  nor  the  clerks  ; 
whom  he  employs. 

In  considering  the  affairs  of  life,  men  I 
differ      concerning      their      importance,  j 


Things  which  some  men  consider  of 
slight  interest,  others  regard  as  being 
momentous.  In  telling  the  story  of  "uni- 
versal" history,  the  right,  and  the  left 
lobes  of  the  brain,  must  work  at  an 
equipoise.  Mr.  Larned's  great  work, 
"History  for  Ready  Reference,"  admira- 
bly prepared  the  mind  for  his  work  in 
this   "Seventy   Centuries." 


What  earthly  use-  has  my  illustrious 
contemporary,  the  Journal,  for  a  priming 
press  which  can  print  48,000  papers  in  an 
hour  ? 


President  Roosevelt's  word  in  the  mat- 
ters of  reform  is  indeed  touching — but 
when  lie  comes  to  "touching"  lie  is  not 
in  it. 


The  action  of  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary Taft  in  the  matter  of  Bo  wen  and 
Loomis  is  simply  damnable. 


It  is  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world  for  Cheatham  to  have  his  Price. 
in  the  cotton  swindles;  almost  all  busi- 
ness men,  who  are  at  present  virtuous. 
seem  to  have  one. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 


An  Indian  Map  of  the  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
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The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.   Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.  Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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It    will    certainly    interest    those    who  i 
seek     original     publications     of     authors   ' 
who  have  passed  the  dark  river,  but  left  j 
their    works    here   to   give    them    humor-   ' 
tality,   to    learn   that    the   volume    (,2)    of 
the  United  States  Literary  Gazette,  cov-  j 
ering  the  period  April-October,  1825,  has 
mx  original  Poems  by  Henry  \V.  Long- 
fellow, and  that  three  of  the  six   do  not 
appear  in  any  collection,  no  matter  what 
its  name,  of  Longfellow's  Poems.     Here 
are  the  names  of  the  poems,  and   some- 
thing  concerning    them : 

"Hymns  of  the  Moravian  Nuns  at  the 
consecration  of  Pulaski's  Banner"  (p. 
1S6).  This  poem  appears  in  the  "Works" 
,a  4i-,~  Poet  Thi^  Banner  W2.*  f>f  "rim- 
son  silk,  and  was  embroidered  by  those 
nuns  who  dwelt  at  Bethlehem,  Perm. 

The  India):  Hunter  (p.  143).  This 
poem  does  not  appear  in  any  collection 
of  the  published  works  of  the  Poet.  I 
give  a  specimen  : 

"A    footstep    was    heard   in    the    rustling- 
brake, 
Where     the     Beech     overshadowed     the 

misty  lake, 
And    a    mourning   voice,    and     a     plunge 

from  the  shore 
And  the  hunter  was  seen  on  the  hills  no 
more." 

An  April  Day  (p.  69).  This  poem  has 
been  included  in  all  collections,  but 
with  several  changes.  Here  it  appears 
in  one  stanza : 

"And  when  the  day  is  gone." 

This  is  changed  in  all  printed  collec- 
tions to  tlii s : 

"And  when  the  eve  is  born." 

Jeckoyva  (p.  348).  This  poem  has 
never  been  printed  in  any  collection. 
Mr.  Longfellow  in  a  note  explains  that 
"it  was  the  name  of  an  Indian  chief, 
whom  tradition  says  perished  alone  on 
the  mountain  which  bears  his  name, 
which  mountain  is  near  the  White  Hills. 
The  tradition  relates  that  night  over- 
took him  whilst  hunting  among  the 
cliff-:,  and  he  was  not  heard  of  till  after 
a    long   time,    when    his    decayed    corpse 


was    found   at   the    foot    of   a    high    rock 
from  which  he  must  have   fallen." 

Penhallow's  Indian  Wars,  a-  reprint- 
ed in  the  New  Hampshire  Hist.  Coi. 
pubs  1,  p.  86,  contains  a  Treaty  signed 
in  behalf  of  certain  tribes  on  the  13th 
July,  1713.  One  of  the  Chiefs  signing 
for  the   Penobscots   was  Jackoid. 

Sunrise  01  the  Hills  (p.  262).  This 
poem  appears  in  the  more  modern  col- 
lections, and   without   change. 

The  Sea  Diver  (p.  390).  This  docs 
not  appear  in  any  printed  collection.  I 
give  a  specimen  : 

"My    plumage    bears    the    crimson    blush 
When  ocean  by  the  sun  is'  kissed, 
When  fades  the  evening's  purple  flush, 
My  dark  wing  cleaves  the  silver  mist." 

There  are  eight  stanzas. 

This  book  is  for  sale. 


It  is  not  sometimes  pleasant  to  be  con- 
demned for  being  personal  in  the-e 
Notes ;  and  yet  I  wish  to  print  a  note 
of  that  kind.  There  is  a  young  man 
whom  I  know,  by  name,  Herbert  Olin 
Brigham.  He  is  now  the  State  Libra- 
rian of  Rhode  Island,  and  as  I  see  him, 
a  mere  boy.  But  he  has  done  admirable 
work  in  the  role  he  is  playing  in  this 
library.  He  seeks,  and  finds,  book.-;,  of 
Rhode  Island  History  and  places  them 
where  an  •  honest  legislator  Senator. 
Champlin,  for  instance,  can  learn  some- 
thing about  Rhode  Island  history;  it  is 
an  instructive  lesson.  I  am  going  to  de- 
nounce nobody.  But  in  all  my  experi- 
ence (and  I  have  had  considerable  of  it ) 
no  man  handling  this  library  has  ever 
done  anything  like  the  excellent  work 
this  young  man  is  doing. 

It  is  so  delightful  to  find  something 
in  book  making,  and  in  book  collecting 
to  commend,  that  having  set  the  pen  in 
motion,  I  cannot  stop  it  without  another 
personal  riotice.  I've  recently  seen  the 
work  which  is  being  done  by  R.  H.  Til- 
ley,  at  Newport,  in  the  matter  of  pre- 
serving the  ancient  manuscripts  yet  left 
among  the  archives  of  the  ancient 
Rhode  Island  towns.     The.,    papers   are 
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The  "Query"  corners  of  the  newspa- 
pers have  become  acute  in  general  in- 
terest j  soiiieLiiing,  evidently    not  a  trav 

eler,  asks  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  who 
"Shang  Bailey"  is,  and  where  he  lives. 
This  certainly  is  a  question  of  much  in- 
terest,  and   so   the   learned   editor   treats 

This  "Shang  Bailey  Quere"  is  queer; 
it  throws  a  light,  indirect,  but  effective. 
It  is  signed  '"A  Constant  Reader,"  and 
it  illustrates  the  effect  upon  the  human 
mind  of  constant  reading.  A  constant 
reader  becomes  an  intellectual  idiot. 


the   fundamental    facts   of   Rhode   Island 
history.     Here  they  can  be  consulted;  a 
thing    which    cannot    be    done    in    some 
town    clerk's    attic.      The    rats,    nor    the 
mice,   can   destroy  them;  better  still,  no 
unskillful    researcher    can    injure    them; 
nor    can    any    literary    thief    steal    them ; 
nor    can    fire    destroy    them.      I    cannot 
commend    too    highly    the    work   which  ! 
Mr.   Tilley  is  doing;  it  has  two  proper-   ! 
ties;  he  makes  historical  facts  accessible   j 
to  us;  and  he  does  it  with  judgment  and   , 
with  skill.     I  could  not  do  it  better  my- 
self.      The     General     Assembly     should 
help  both  of  these  men. 


The  Times*  Book  Review  seems  to 
have  found  one  man,  and  he  is  not  a 
proof  reader,  who  reads  every  line  of  that 
paper.  His  name  is  Pickard.  He  can- 
not have  picked  very  hard,  in  order  to 
have  escaped  such  an  ordeal. 


Asses  make,  and  only  asses  read,  the 
lists  of  the  hundred  best  books ;  the 
Times'  Book  Review  is  constantly  nurs- 
ing them,  and  then  this  honest  sheet  de- 
scribes them  as  being  *fget  smart  quick 
schemes."  Read,  Brother  Pick-hard, 
read. 


The  editor  of  the  Journal,  24th  June. 
has  this:  "The  death  of  another  help- 
less child;  denied  medical  aid  because  its 
parents      adopted,      the      mothereddyite 


theory  of  disease".  This  wise  and  hon- 
est editor  cantinues :  "It  may  be  no 
affair  of  the  community  at  large,  al- 
though indignation  is  easy.  Society  is 
forced  to  leave  most  children  at  the 
mercy  of  their  parents ;  possibly  this 
child  would  not  have  lived  (it  died  of 
Bright's  disease)  ,  in  any  case;  but  that 
i:  no  reason  why  proper  medical  treat- 
ment should  have  been  foregone."  The 
Newport  Herald  oi  the  same  date,  24th 
June,  has  this : 

"Yetta  Green,  7  years  old,  daughter  of 
Morris  Green  of  Xew  York  city,  died 
fifteen  minutes  after  receiving  an  in- 
jection of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  adminis- 
tered by  a  health  inspector.  According 
to   her   father,   the  child  was   well   when 

antl-iOXm     vias     given    ilci .        x-->i.     jJ'aiiiiig- 

ton,  health  commissioner,  admits  that 
anti-toxin  caused  the  girls  death,  but 
could  give  no  explanation." 

The  Herald  continues :  'This  is  by 
no  means  an  exceptional. instance  of  this 
sort,  as  fully  a  hundred  other  cases  of 
sudden  death  after  the  injection  of  the 
anti-toxin  have  been  reported  since  its 
use.''* 

That  i?  what  the  Journal  calls  "proper" 
medical  treatment.  But  which  I  de- 
nounce as  medical  manslaughter.  Am- 
man setting  himself  up  as  a  "Doctor" 
who.  in  cold  blood,  thrusts  poison  into 
the  flesh  of  another  person,  having  not 
the  slightest  knowledge  what  the  effect 
of  his  poison  will  be.  deserves  to  be 
hanged.  Yet  such  work  this  Journal 
supports;  and  further,  it  urges  the  taking 
of  children  away  from  the  "mercy  of 
their  parents"  and  placing  them  "under 
the  mercy  of  society." 

BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,     Providence.     R.     I. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


i? 


I  2<) 


"5" 


ION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Streets. 


MODERN  BUSINESS  MEN  KNOW  that  modern  business 
methods  demand  initiative,  capital,  system,  good  judgment. 
This  bank  has  all  these.  It  lacks  nothing.  The  one  pur- 
pose is  to  continuously  and  successfully  render  the  highest 
class  of  service  possible  to  our  patrons.  Our  large  and  in- 
creasing patronage  proves  we  have  done  and  are  doing  this. 
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In  the  reading  of  "historical"  essays  it 
is  positively  necessary  to  know  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  writer  to  the  country  and 
to  the  events  which  he  describes.  I  was 
never  more  impressed  with  this  neces- 
sity than  in  a  recent  examination  of  Sir 
Robert  Ker  Porter's  "Narrative  of  the 
Campaign  in  Russia  during  the  year 
1812".  Porter  was  an  Englishman,  a 
brother  of  Jane  Porter,  who  wrote 
"Thaddeus  of  Warsaw".  He  was  an 
artist  in  oil.  In  1804  he  travelled  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  historical 
painter  by  the  Czar;  he  made  love  to  the 
Princess  Mary  of  Sherbatoff,  whom  he 
married  in  1811.  He  served  with  the 
English  in  Spain  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
His  "Narrative"  was  published  in  1814. 
In  what  condition  was  his  mind  in  mat- 
ters of  history?  As  history,  his  work  is 
rotten;  but  just  for  the  same  reason  it  is 
mighty  interesting  reading.     Price  $1.25. 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island, 
by  Levi  W.  Russell.  8vo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains 18  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  fine 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the 
author,  Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no 
longer  here  with  us. 


Rudyard  Kipling  lias  not  been  01"  late 
a  frequent  contributor  to  magazines. 
The  August  Century  will  contain  a  story' 
by  him,  a  tale  of  Americans  in  England, 
called   "An   Habitation  Enforced." 

The  story  is  said  to  be  an  unusually 
long  one  for  Mr.  Kipling,  so  long  that 
The  Century  editors  were  minded  at  first 
to  print  it  in  two  numbers,  but  it  was 
decided  to  let  it  all  appear  in  the  Mid- 
summer Holiday  issue. 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.00.  Por  this  copy  $5.00  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 


The  pages  of  advertising  in  one  of  the 
magazines,  boasting  a  million  of  circula- 
tion, runs  as  follows:  March  last,  154; 
April,  146;  Ma}-,  122;  June,  114;  July, 
90;  August,  66.  At  S400  per  page  this 
means  a  shrinkage  of  monthly  income 
between  March  and  August  of  $31,200. 
And  still  they  brag;  but  the  braggery 
part  of  the  newspapers  or  a  periodica),  is 
to-day  its  most  valuable  asset. 
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THE      FOURTH       OF      JULY      ORATION,       I9O5. 
DELIVERED     IN     BOSTON     BY     LE     BARON 
BRADFORD      COLT,      U.       S.      CIRCUIT    . 
JUDGE 

I  had  been  reading  De  Lolme,  on  the 
English  Constitution;  he  had  unbounded 
admiration  for  that  government;  and  an 
utter  disbelief  in  the  value  of  a  republic; 
he  had  reached  the  conclusion  that  the 
People  are  necessarily  betrayed  by  those 
in  whom  they  trust;  he  distrusted  the 
General  Assemblies  of  the  people,  made 
to  determine  things  which  they  neither 
understood,  nor  examined ;  De  Lolme 
believed  that  the  only  use  (I  am  using 
his  exact  language),  the  people  ever 
made  of  their  power  was  either  to  give 
it  away,  or  allow  it  to  be  taken  from 
them ;  he  holds  that  the  People  cared 
little  to  restrain  oppressions  out  of  the 
reach  of  which  they  saw  themselves 
placed;  thereby  lessening  a  power  which 
they  know  was  one  day  to  be  their  own. 
How  could  it  be  expected,  he  says,  "that 
men  whom  by  their  influence"  among 
the  people,  made  sure  of  getting  into  the 
Senate,  would  sincerely  endeavor  to  con- 
fine the  authority  of  the  Senate?*'  There 
were  so  many  things  said  by  De  Lolme. 
which  I  know  to  be  true,  that  T  became 
saddened,  as  T  surveyed  the  political  field 
in  this  country  under  the  light  oft  j*idi 
ideas;  the  outlook  was  not  brigllt.J  1 
know  that  De  Lolme  wrote  his  boq 
fore    this    Republic    of    ours    wa<^  ; 


and  that  his  opinions  must  have  been 
formed  upon  the  workings  of  the  Greek, 
and  Roman  attempts  at  Republican  gov- 
ernments; and  T  well  knew  how  they 
crumbled;  and,  to  me,  ours  seemed  to  be 
drifting  under  a  similar  Simoon,  and 
this  it  was  which  made  me  anxious. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  1905,  Le  Baron 
Bradford  Colt,  the  United  States  Circuit 
Judge  for  Rhode  Island,  delivered  an 
oration,  at  Faneuil  Hall,  in  Boston.  The 
atmosphere  was  propitious.  I  had  lived 
in  the  days  when  the  perfunctory  char- 
acter of  Fourth  of  July  orations  had 
ended  in  their  destruction,  and  men  were 
not  sorry  when  they  ceased.  Hence.  I 
make  no  apology,  for  my  curiosity  to 
read,  what  this  learned  and  upright 
Judge  would  say.  upon  such  an  occasion, 
surrounded  as  'we  all  are,  with  a  com- 
mercial, and  a  political  blackness  com- 
pared to  which  midnight  is  brilliant.  In 
brief  phrase,  the  learned  jurist  came  at 
once  to  the  very  pit  of  the  matter.  He 
told  "of  the  greatness  of  the  work  which 
the  People  had  done  upon  the  day's  an- 
niversary in  1 77^ ;  and  how.  on  that  day. 
upon  a  nezv  con! incut,  a  new  government 
had  been  created,  the  like  of  which  the 
world  had  never  seen;  a  government  of 
the  People,  by  the  People,  for  the  People. 
He  told  me  (and  here  I  am  using  almost 
his  actual  language)  How  the  People  in 
1776,  in  the  structure  of  their  govern- 
ment,   disregarded   every   previously   rcc- 


ognizcd  cation  of  stability  and  unity.  He 
proceeded,  "Philosophers  have  ever  iold 
us  that  a  Democracy  ii  tickle;  that  it  is 
short-lived;  and  generally  corrupt;  and 
that  Federal  Unions  were  a  complex, 
and  unstable  form  of  government."  He 
continues,  "Disregarding  all  these  ad- 
monitions the  American  People  adopied 
both  of  these  political  systems  which  had 
before  been  found  the  weakest  forms  of 
government,  and  created  the  strongest 
political  organization  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  He  then  asks  these  two  ques- 
tions: "Why  has  our  experience  refuted 
these  predictions?  Why  have  all  the 
prophets  proved  to  be  false  prophets?"' 
And  thus  he  answers,  "The  true  explana- 
tion, the  real  solution,  ot  the  promem, 
must  be  sought  in  some  comprehensive 
and  fundamental  origin,  of  this  new  prin- 
ciple in  government,  which  America  has 
discovered ;  and  which  will  explain  her 
wonderful  progress;  her  unity;  and  her 
strength.  America's  solution  of  the 
great  problem  of  government,  is  found 
in  the  plain  wisdom  of  the  plain  people. 
It  had  its  origin  in  the  mind  and  con- 
science of  the  great  body  of  citizens ;  in 
their  honesty,  intelligence,  and  fair 
mindedncss;  in  their  practical  judgment, 


and  sense  of  what  is  proper,  and  what  is 
right.  For  the  fir>t  time  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  these  United  States  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  plain  wisdom 
of  the  plain  people — never  before  has 
government  relied  upon  these  natural 
qualities,  as  the  ultimate  and  the  con- 
!    trolling  power  in  public  affairs."' 

A    change    came    o'er    the    spirit    of    my 

dream, 
There  was  an  ancient  mansion  and  before 
Its.  walls  there  was  a  steed  caparisoned. 

Judge   Colt  sets   forth   in   clear   phrase 

I    the  di (Terence  in  construction  between  this 

|   American  Republic  and  the  ancient  Greek 

:    and    Roman    Republics.      These    aacient 

;   governments    were    democratic,    only    in 

'    name,    while   ours    rests   alone   on    public 

!    opinion,  of  the   masses   of  men ;   and  on 

,    that    alone    exists    all    permanent    power. 

'    I    began    to    realize    that    neither    Greece 

|   nor  Rome  had  ever  possessed  a  govern- 

!    ment     founded     as     this     Republic     was 

I    founded,   and   hence   their   downfall    was 

no     model     for     our     destruction.       Mr. 

Lamed,  in  his  '"Seventy  Centuries,''  thus 

describes   the   Roman   Republic:    "It   was 

a    government    bv    Patrician    aristocrats, 
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chosen  only  !>y  the  holders  of  lands;  the   t 
Senate  was  patrician,  and  the  plebeians, 
or   common   people,   were  grievously  op-    ■ 
pressed."     The  doleful   talcs,     and     dire 
prophecies    told   by   De    Lolme;    and    by 
Mfecaulay;     and     De    Tocqueville;     and 
Freeman,      were      useless      speculations. 
resting    upon    entirely    different    founda- 
tions.    It  occurred  to  me  that  I  had  too 
soon    forgotten    the    work    done    by    the    j 
People  here,  in  the  years  1861-1864;  and    I 
I      had      forgotten      the      picture      which 
Thomas  Carlyle  drew,  in   words,  of  our 
government  sailing  along  over  Niagara; 
unfortunately   for    Carlyle     he     told   the 
story  before  the  war  ended.    After  it  was 
over,  a  million  of  armed  and   victorious 
men  marched  quietly  back  to  their  farms 
and    resumed    their    plows ;    laying   aside 
their      muskets,      and      exchanging      the    | 
swords  of  war,  for  scythes  of  peace. 

With  one  more  illustration  I  will  close 
this  note.  Here  is  Judge  Colt's  descrip- 
tion of  this  new,  but  great  power,  "This 
new  governing  force  has  become  the  ab- 
solute Master  of  the  State.  It  fears 
nothing.  Executives  and  Legislatures 
bow  before  the  voice  of  the  People.  It 
seeks  only  to  do  what  is  right  and  proper. 


We  call  it  Public  Opinion.*'  John  Bryce 
also  touches  the  same  matter,  "Towering 
over  President,  and  over  State  Govern- 
ments; over  Congress,  and  State  Legisla- 
tions; over  Conventions,  and  the  machin- 
ery of  party,  Public  Opinion  stands  out 
as  the  great  source  of  power;  the  Master 
of  servants,  who  tremble  before  it.''  Here 
I  must  leave  this  splendid  oration;  noth- 
ing of  its  kind  in  half  a  century  has 
equalled  it.  It  is  a  noble  setting  forih 
of  the  strength  of  the  Republic,  and  ev- 
jry  real  American  will  be  encouraged  by 
reading  of  it. 


It  is  refreshing  to  read  in  the  Paw- 
tucket  Gazette  and  Chronicle  the  vigor- 
ous denunciation  of  the  action  of  the 
Republican  J  ax  Assessors,  in  receiving 
from  a  Democratic  Assessor  rolls  of 
names  of  men  to  be  made  Republican 
voters;  and  as  depressing  to  read  in  the 
Pawtucket  Times  no  mention  of  the  fact. 
These  Republican  Tax  Assessors  voted 
to  refuse  the  taxing  of  Democrats,  and 
thus  making  voters  of  them.  The  Gazette 
is  a  Republican  paper,  which  denounces 
vigorously  Republican  rascality,  while 
the  Times  supports  such  rascality. 
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""SO   ACT    THAT    NONE    MAY    FEEL    ASHAMED 
TO    MEET    THE    EYE    OF    MEN." 

At  its  session  in  Mfcy,  i860,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  appointed  a  committee, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  recommend  a 
suitable  site,  upon  which  to  erect  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  officers 
and  men,  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  fell  in  battle,  and  who  died 
of  wounds,  or  from  sickness,  in  the  late 
Rebellion."  This  committee  consisted  of 
Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  William  Binney, 
William  Grosvenor,  Rowland  G.  Hazard, 
James  D.  \Y.  Perry,  Pardon  W.  Ste- 
vens, and  John  R.  Bartlett.  Mr.  Binney 
is  to-day  the  only  living  member.  At 
me  jauu<u_>  session,  ioG/j  me  conmiin.ee  ; 
reported  that  a  design  had  been  select-  I 
ed  and  that,  "Your  committee  decided  J 
that  the  proper  place  for  such  a  monu- 
ment was  the  city  of  Providence,  and 
that  the  best  site  was  the  small  triangu- 
lar Park,  at  the  head  of  Exchange 
Place/'  where  the  monument  now 
stands.  The  committee  continued,,  "This 
decision  presupposed  that  the  city  would 
cheerfully  dedicate  it  to  this  use,  and  of 
this,  the  committee   entertains  no  doubt. 


At  this  January  session  three  members 
were  added  to  the  committee,  to  wit, 
Charles  C.  Van  Zandt,  George  W.  Greene 
and  John  E.  Weeden.  The  committee 
were  directed  first,  "to  secure  to  the  State 
a  proper  site."  The  amount  appropriated 
waj  twenty  thousand  dollars.  This  por- 
tion of  the  resolution  is  suppressed  in  the 
official  publication  oi  the  Dedication, 
which  was  prepared  by  John  R.  Bartlett, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  member 
of  the  committee.  Several  appropriations 
were  subsequently  made  for  various  pur- 
poses, as,  for  instance,  for  piles,  under 
the  foundations;  for  changing  white  mar- 
ble to  Westerly  Granite,  and  for  the 
Dedication  services.*    The  time  fixed  for 

1871.  The  Reverend  Augustus  Wood- 
bury, Chaplain  of  the  Eirst  Regiment, 
which  Rhode  Island  sent  into  the  ser- 
vice, was  appointed  to  deliver  the  ora- 
tion. A  few  quotations  from  Chaplain 
Woodbury's  oration  suggests  reflection 
upon  the  proposed  removal  of  this  monu- 
ment to  some  more  remote  quarter  of  the 
city. 

"This    monument    teaches    the    eternal 
lesson 
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HOW  TO  UVIC  WITHOUT  REPROACH, 
HOW  TO  D1K  WITHOUT  FEAR. 

So  to-day  wc  dedicate  it 
to  the  Memory  of  a  Virtue  that  was 
faithful  unto  death;  a  valor  that  accepted 
every  extremity  of  danger,  and  of  sacri- 
fice; an  unselfish  patriotism,  in  man  and 
woman,  that  thought  no  offering  too 
great,  or  too  precious  for  their  country's 
good;  a  loyal  self  devotion  that  blessed 
humanity  far  and  wide.  In  lines  of 
beauty,  power,  and  grace,  has  the  artist 
set  before  us  his  completed  work.  Here 
it  li'ill  stand  through  the  years  to  conic. 
Storms  will  beat  upon  it.  The  sunshine 
will  play  around  it.  But  neither  will  the 
storm  obscure,  nor  the  sunshine  brighten 
iis  glory.  7  he  rapid  stream  of  travel  j 
and  traffic  will  How  ceaselessly  by  its  \ 
side.  The  generations  will  come  and  go.  j 
The  passing  years  will  bring  there  occa- 
sions  of  assembly,  when  the  multitudes  j 
will  gather  here  to  find  an  inspiration  for 
present  duty  in  the  recollections  of  a  he- 
roic past.  The  tear  will  start  as  the  sur- 
vivor of  the  conflict  reads  the  inscription 
that  speaks  of  some  dear  comrade.  Moth- 
ers and  fathers,  sisters  and  wives,  will 
search  for  the  name  of  son,  brother,  hus- 


band, whom  they  gave  to  the  country,  as 
though  they  were  shedding  their  own 
heart's  blood." 

In  September,  1881,  General  Burnside 
joined  the  immortal  phalanx  which  when 
living  he  had  led  to  battle;  and  whose 
heroic  virtues  he  had  helped  to  com- 
memorate by  the  .monument,  which 
Chaplain  Woodbury  with  so  much  feel- 
ing has  described.  An  Equestrian  Sta- 
tue was  proposed  to  commemorate  his 
services  for  his  country.  The  State,  the 
city  of  Providence,  and  the  towns  of  the 
State  contributed,  and  the  site  selected 
was  in  the  city  of  Providence,  on  the 
lands  made  out  of  the  "Cove,"  and  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors 

A   I  ,,1.1  -  . 

At-iOliUlllfcHl  ,      mi.      DlUii/.k.      v.j.^.->     \j  1      lilt      ucau 

leader  are  apparently  looking  upon  the 
monument  which  he  had  himself  select- 
ed to  commemorate  the  heroism  of  those 
whom  he  had  led  to  battle,  but  who  had 
never  returned.  This  dedication  was  on 
the  Fourth  of  July,  1887. 

It  is  now  proposed,  and  that,  too,  by  a 
single  individual,  to  pull  down  these 
monumental  memorials  so  recently  erect- 
ed, and  with  such  sjtrong  sentiment  dedi- 
cated,  and    remove -them    to   some   more 
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obscure  part  of  the  city.  For  this  un- 
godly act,  these  men  propose  drawing 
Thirty  Thousand  dollars  ($30,000),  from 
the  people  of  Providence;  more  than  half  i 


the  cost  of  the  Monument,  is  to  be  used 
in  this  pulling  down.  What  can  be  the 
.motive  moving  these  live  men :  There 
arc — 

"No   hid    treasures   in    this    sacred    tomb 
With  sacrilege  to  dig.*' 

The   site   is   ideal,   and   the   relation   of 
one    monument    to    the    other,    when    the 
parties  are  considered,  touches  the  finest 
sentiments    of    the    human    mind.      The 
deeds  in   war  which  these  men   did,  out- 
rank anything  in  warlike  history.      fhey 
gave    freedom   to   four  millions   of   black 
slaves;    and    saved     the     Federal    Union 
from   destruction  ;  are  they  so  soon   for- 
gotten ?      Why    obliterate    the    fact,    now 
fixed    in    Granite,    and     in     Bronze,    and 
standing  in  the  very  heart  of  this  beauti- 
ful city?     Rather  let  them  be  destroyed;   j 
return    the    bronze    to    its    original    ele-  j 
ments,  with  every  name  red-hot;  than  be  ! 
removed    to    some    remote,    and    unfre-  ! 
quented  spot,  and  thence  to  oblivion. 

The  People  have  found  in  them  no  ob- 
struction ;  nor  have  the  People  asked  for  | 
their    removal.      The     land     upon    which  J 
they    stand    is    not    the    property    of    the 
State ;   it   is   the  property   of  the    city   of  j 
Providence,     incorporate.       It     is     land  \ 
"made"    by     filling     the    "cove"    and    by 
Specific  Deed  transferred  by  the  State  to  ; 
the  city  in  May,   1870,  under  an  Act  of 
the  preceding  January.    The  General  As- 
sembly recognized  this   fact  when  it  di- 
rected   its    committee    "to    secure    to   the  ( 
State  a  proper  cite."    Nothing  of  the  kind  ' 
was    done.      Xow    where    does    the    Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island,  even  when  backed 
by  the  Senate,  get  the  power  to  authorize 
four  or  five  men  to  enter  upon  the  lands 
of  a  corporation,  and  remove  something 
built    upon    these   lands,   and    worse    still 
make   the   real   owners   of   the   stock  pay 
the  bills? 


hew  people  in  Rhode  Island  know  any- 
thing about  the  curious  work  of  a  little 
group  of  seven  men,  dwelling  here,  who 
are  seeking  to  obtain  scientific  knowl- 
edge concerning  certain  native  marine 
productions,  to  wit,  clams,  scallops,  and 
lobsters.  These  seven  men  are  Rhode 
island's  Commissioner-  of  Inland  Fish- 
eries. A  report  of  their  work  during  the 
year  1904,  has  been  recently  printed.  I 
may  not  boast  of  an  ichthyologic  intel- 
lect, but  according  to  my  untutored  mind, 
this  Report  is  an  admirable  document. 
It  treats  wholly  of  Lobsters.  It  contains 
twenty-eight  plates,  giving  225  single 
specimens,  all  reproductions  from  pho- 
tographs, showing  this  shell  fish  "in 
berry,"  then  its  hatching  oui  ,  and  then 
every  stage  of  development;  of  which 
the  "casting  of  a  claw,"  and  the  time  for 
growing  a  new  one  is  curious.  The  real 
work  of  these  men  has  been  to  study 
methods  of  artificial  production  and  cul- 
tivation of  these  edible  productions  of 
the  salt  sea,  so  much  desired  by  men. 
One  of  their  former  reports,  that  of  1901, 
was  given  entirely  to  Clams  and  Scal- 
lops. In  it  is  this  surprising  result  of 
an  experiment  in  the"  artificial  production 
of  clams.  On  a  little  spot  one  foot 
square,  where  not  a  clam  existed,  they 
grew  by  actual  count  4,264  clams  (long 
clams,  I  mean)  ;  and  on  another  spot  S 
by  9  feet  Forty-eight  quarts  were  grown. 
In  this  Report  on  Clam  growing,  the  time 
required  in  growing  is  very  interesting. 
Plate  3  gives  a  picture  of  a  clam  when 
"planted,"  and  another  showing  a  six 
month's  growth;  and  still  another  show- 
ing a  year's  growth.  It  was  about  three 
inches  in  length.  These  Reports  are 
most  instructive. 


The  danger  from  eating  oysters  grown 
in  Narragansett  Ray  is  shown  by  the 
Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health  in 
the  Monthly  Bulletin  just  issued  by  the 
Board.  "This  once  reliable  and  safe  food 
is  now  an  absolute  source  of  danger"—  % 
"coal  gas  refuse  may  be  only  slight,  but 
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if  received  into  the  stomach  gastric  dis- 
turbances result" — "not  unlike  typhoid 
fever."     "This  influence  is  brought  about 

by  the  presence  in  the  pure  sewage  oi 
a  gas  liquor  which  enters  the  sewers  in 
a  surreptitious  way" — "and  is  so  great  at 
times  that  the  air  of  the  screening  cham- 
ber at  the  sewage  pumping  station  is 
noxious,  the  men  working  there  being 
driven  at  times  into  the  open  air  to  re- 
cuperate." '"It  is  alleged  that  the  Gas 
Company  producing  this  waste  liquor 
permits  it  to  flow  directly  from  the  works 
into  the  Bay."  "That  this  menace  to 
public  health,  and  the  destruction  of  a 
valuable  industry,  should  have  been  al- 
lowed to  reach  these  deplorable  condi- 
tions  rirw^c  not  t-,m^<^  credit  upon  those 
departments  having  charge  of  shell  fish- 
ery." Such  is  the  statement  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  Having  free  use  of 
the  streets  this  Gas  Company  made  us 
pay  $4.00  per  thousand  for  it,  for  years. 
Now  they  are  sending  us  a  Water  Gas, 
so  secretly  deadly,  that  men  are  dead  be- 
fore they  knowr  of  a  leak  in  a  gas  pipe. 
How  long  is  such  criminal  zeork  (for  it 
is  nothing  but  criminal)  to  be  tolerated 
in  this  city?  Never  was  there,  nor  is 
there  now,  such  an  utter  disregard  for 
the  rights  to  life  and  property  as  certain 
conditions  now  here  existing  exhibit. 
And  this  is  one  of  them,  and  yet  it  is 
Death,  or  the  State  Prison,  here  to  speak 
of  them.  The  State  Board  of  Health  de- 
serves the  thanks  of  men  for  its  dis- 
closures. 


sense,  "constitute  the  danger?"  The 
Journal  takes  the  ground;  that  a  man 
"must  conform  to  the  flan  of  campaign;'' 
that  "this  is  no  tunc  for  quibbles,  or  ar- 
gumentation,'" that  "the  Police  power  is 
practically  unlimited  and  it  must  be  so 
exercised  "  This  fever  came  to  New 
Orleans  from  no  where — it  developed 
there  from  the  nastiness  of  the  localities. 
The    Police    did 'nothing   in    the    way   of 

j  Sanitation,  and  so  now  are  cursing  the 
mosquito.     And   the   Providence  Journal 

j    supports  such  frauds. 

The  Republican  party,  according  to  the 
}  Providence  Journal,  is  becoming  tired  of 
j  this  talk  about  "Graft;"  why  not  go 
i  back  to  the  original  vvordv  "Thieves" 
j    and  "Stealing?"     The  Atlantic  Monthly 

which  it  appears  is  still  being  printed, 
j    takes    the    same    view.      It     thinks     this 

"Graft"  talk  has  gone  too  far  already. 


This  same  valuable  Journal  says:  "It 
is  the  minority  which  does  not  accept 
'the  theory'  of  the  Stegomyia,  or,  who 
do  not  understand  it,  which  constitutes 
the  danger."  Who  ever  counted  the 
minority,  or  majority;  or  how  many 
people  in  New  Orients  know' what  a 
Stegomyia  really  is?  If  "the  theory"  is 
true,  and  the  Stegomyia  is  the  real  cause 
of  the  spread,  arid  the  beginning  also  of 
the  disease,  how  ran  the  minority  who 
believe    "the    theory"    to    be     rank   non- 


"ln  the  last  few  days  the  facts  laid 
before  New  Orleans  have  convinced  an 
overwhelming  majority  that  the  yellow 
fever  is  propagated  and  transmitted  only 
through  the  stegomyia  mosquito."  There 
was  not  known  a  case  of  Yellow  Fever 
existing  in  this  tropical  region. when  the 
disease  burst  forth  in  New  Orleans. 
Whence  then  did  a  mosquito  "prop-agate" 
it?  To  propagate,  something  must  ex- 
ist, which  can  be  propagated.  This  non- 
sense is  from  the  Providence  Journal  of 
Aug.  1,  1905.  I  note  it  here  for  preserva- 
tion. This  same  organ  gives  mention  of 
the  coming  to  New  York  of  the  steamer 
Proteus  from  New  Orleans  ;  within  five 
hours  after  this  steamer  reached  port 
four  children  showed  symptoms.  Were 
they  bitten  by  a  stegomyia  from  New 
York  ;  or  did  the  insect  take  the  voyage 
on  the  ship? 


BLAKE  BROTHERS 

OPTICIANS. 


55     Snow     Street,      Providence,      R.     I. 

Prescriptions  of  Oculists  receive  our 
prompt  and  careful  attention. 


he- 


<\> 


128 


3 


^  UNION  TRUST  COMPANY, 
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THE  MAN  OF  BUSINESS  who  desires  his  financial  ma- 
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depository  for  funds  thoroughly  equipped  in  every  respect 
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instrumentality  of  this  bank  all  is  provided  fur. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


The    story    of    Jenner's    discovery    of 
the    virtue    of    cow-pox    matter    in    pre- 
venting smallpox  in  a  human  "cow",  as 
told   in   the   Encyclopaedia   Britannica,   is 
the    most    ridiculous    nonsense    ever    put 
into    decent    type.      The    stories    of   Jen- 
ner's  medicial   training  are  all   lies.     He 
never    received    it.      He   tried    repeatedly 
to  practice  medium — but  he  could  never 
get  practice  in  any  place.     While  a  boy 
at  work  at  Berkeley,  where  he  was  born, 
he   heard    a    country    milkmaid    say    that   I 
''she  could  not  take  the  smallpox  because   j 
she  had  had  the  cowpox,"  and  that  was   i 
all  there  i^  or  was  to  Jenner's(  ! ! !)   dis-  | 
co  very. • 

To  the  everlasting  disgrace  of  the  sex,  ?j 
a  woman  gave  the  money  used  to  save  : 
the  infamous  rascal  John  Hoch  from  be-  ' 
ing  hanged.  Hoch  had  married  twenty- 
one  women,  in  order  to  get  their  money,  | 
and  murdered  them  one  after  another,  as 
soon  as  he  got  it. 


In  a  judicial  way  things  in  this  free 
country  are  rapidly  approaching  the  con- 
ditions which  preceded  the  Dred 
Scott  case.  Look  at  the  case  of  Ju  Toy 
— an  American  citizen  was  kept  by  the 
collector  of  the  Port  of  San  Francisco 
from  landing  upon  the  soil  which  gave 
him  birth.  The  case  passed  through  the 
courts — all  decisions  against  Ju  Toy — 
until  by  appeal  he  reached  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  this 
court  sustained  the  act.  Mr.  Justice- 
Brewer  dissenting  in  his  opinion,  lie 
says  that  the  decision  is,  to  his  mind, 
"appalling."  When  a  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  says  this  of  a  decision  of 
the  tribunal  of  which  he  is  a  member,  is 
appalling!  a  decision  in  which  is  involved 
the  liberty  of  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  worth  the  while  of  every 
citizen  to  inquire  into  the  case  and  to 
understand  the  position  in  which  all 
citizens  are  placed  by  the  decision. 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
£lo.     For  this  copy  $-r>  will  be  accepted. 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island. 
by  Levi  W.  Russell.  8vo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains 18  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  flnet 
picture  of  the  white  ash  .stands  the 
author,  Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no 
longer  here  with  us. 
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Four  men  worked  five  hour.-,  re-con- 
creting the  sidewalk  in  front  of  our 
house.  Two  loads  of  tarred  gravel  were 
brought  and  a  bushel  of  guty  sand  for 
top  dressing.  Twenty  hours  in  time 
used.  Charged  $37.01.  These  sidewalk 
''dressers"  have  combined  against  the 
public.  In  Philadelphia  the  "public" 
seems  to  have  waked  up.  About  how 
long  is  the  '"public"  here  going  to  sleep? 

Here  was  a  clean  profit  of  more  than 
$28.00  on  a  bill  of  $37.01.  These  con- 
creters  have  combined  in  rank  violation 
ot"  law  to  rob  the  people.  Why  does  not 
the  City  Government  establish  a  Con- 
creting Plant  ?  It  paves  all  streets.  The 
sidewalk  is  a  part  of  a  street.  The  city 
should   pave   it   for  one-half  the   price. 

When  I  attempt  to  walk  upon  the 
sidewalk  of  the  western  end  of  Broad- 
way, I  at  once  take  the  roadway.  These 
sidewalks  are  a  disgrace  to  any  first-class 
city.  If  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
"Works  docs  not  wish  10  do  the  work, 
why  does  he  not  order  the  lot  owners 
to  do  it  a?  he  often  does;  and  have  these 
walks  so  that  people  can  use  them,  which 
now  they  do  noT 


The  most  celebrated  sermon  ever 
preached  by  the  late  Francis  Wayland, 
was  entitled  ''The  Moral  Dicnitv  of  the 
Missionary  Enterprise."  It  was  preached 
to  a  pitifully  small  Baptist  audience  in 
Boston,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th 
October,  1823.  The  picture  in  the 
Memoir  of  Wayland,  is  wretched 
to  read.  He  threw  himself  upon 
a  "lounge,"  saying  "it  was  a  flat 
failure;  it  fell  perfectly  dead"  (Memoirs, 
v.  1,  165).  There  was  a  printer  in  the 
audience  who  wished  to  print  the  ser- 
mon. His  (Wayland's)  son  informs  us 
that  Wayland  objected.  On  what 
grounds  we  are  not  informed.  His  ob- 
jection resulted  in  the  issue  of  three  edi- 
tions in  a  very  short  time,  in  Boston ; 
and  four  editions  in  London,  England, 
luring  the  same  time.  This  sermon  re- 
suited,  not  so  much  in  the  salvation  of 
ihe  heathens,  as  it  did  to  the  salvation  of 
Wayland.  It  made  him  President  of 
Brown  University.  These  London  issues 
are  not  noted  in  the  Memoir. 


The  Journal  talks  about  "due  process 
of  law"  in  relation  to  the  care  of  the 
Rogers  woman  in  the  Vermont  murder 
case,  just  as  as  if  these  had  been,  in  the 
action  of  the  Vermont  court,  anything 
resembling  '"due  process  of  law." 


How  many  more  years  will  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  be  in  setting 
i  Filtration   Plant    at   work  in  the   Paw- 
tuxet   river?     The   water   actually   is   of- 
fensive to  the  nostrils.     My  genealogical 
!   studies    have    not    extended,     as     yet,    to 
:   Commissioners    of    Public   Works;    it    is 
I    oossib-le   they  may  he  descendants  of  Rip 
I   Van  Winkle. 
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A  lady  here  has  eight  gold  dollars,  of 
years,  as  follows:  1849,  1S51,  1852,  1853, 
1854,  1855,  1S56,  1857.  The  writer  will 
play  the  pointer  for  the  hunter. 


The  Sunday  Journal,  23d  June,  gives 
an  entire  page  to  the  picturing  of  Rhode 
Island  Women  Dog  Breeders.  Why  do 
not  these  women  become  calf  breeders, 
and  thus  bring  something  into  the  world 
wonh  actually  something?  As  breeders 
of  children,  an  end  for  which  they  were 
supposed  to  have  been  created,  they  have 
long-  since  ceased  to  be  of  any  use. 
f. 

When  the  New  York  Times  speaks  of 
"The  Gold  Standard  in  Mexico,"  it  lies. 
No  such  condition  exists  there.  1  nen 
look  at  this : 

"Consular  reports  from  Mexico  cor- 
roborate the  impression  made  when  that 
country  went  on  the  gold  basis,  and 
strengthen  the  belief  that  in  reforming 
her  currency  Mexico  has  incurred  no 
risk  of  trade  disturbance." 

Now  consider  the  shrinkage  in  values 
here  in  these  United  States,  by  the  un- 
constitutional action  of  Congress  in  the 
matter  of  Silver.  It  cost  millions  of  men 
their   homes,   and   their   entire   property; 


and  this  same  Tunes  supported  every  act 
which  did  it.  Then  again,  consider  the 
result  of  our  government's  action  with 
Silver,  at  Panama,  and  at  the  Philippine 
Islands.  If  a  newspaper  can  hang  its 
head  in  shame,  this  Times  better  do  it. 


With  the  aid  of  a  good  microscope,  I 
have  discovered  in  the  Providence  Jour- 
nal the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Xew  York  lias  qna^ied  the  indictment 
returned  against  John  C.  Lathrop,  a 
Christian  Science  reader,  in  1902,  in  the 
case  of  death,  by  Diphtheria,  of  a  child 
named  Quimby.  The  father  of  the  child 
was  also  indicted,  tried,  convicted  and 
imprisoned.  Such  is  the  "legal*  action 
ni  uie.-e  euiy ■:>  O'i  hlgii  iiujiuis.  11113  viU- 
uable  newspaper  sustains  the  medical 
murders  by  antitoxine  for  diphtheria, 
and  the  criminal  destruction  of  children 
by  the  use  of  vaccine  matter,  by  Syphilis, 
Erysipelas  and  Lockjaw. 


The  fact  has  now  been  shown  that 
Roosevelt  and  Taft  actual!}'  had  in  their 
possession,  when  they  supported  Loomis, 
and  "destroyed"  Bo  wen,  the  letter  which 
Loomis  scut  to  Francis  V.  Greene  with 
a   check   for  $6,000,  with   which  to  bribe 
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the    New    York    papers    concerning    the 

Asphalt    Trust.      Such    work    is    simply 
damnable,  no  matter  bv  whom  it  is  done. 


The  Times,  of  Pawtucket,  has  favored 

the  writer  with  fifty-four  inches  of  clip- 
pings concerning'  the  infamous  work  oi 
the  Republican  Tax  Assessors  of  that 
city,  in  the  matter  of  "packing"  the  tax 
list  with  personal  property  Republican 
voters,  and  excluding  the  Democratic 
lists.  I  have  carefully  examined  these 
clippings  to  discover  whether  the  Times 
condemned  such  work.  It  does  not  con- 
demn it.  But  the  Gazette  and  Chronicle 
squarely  condemns  it.  Why  does  not 
Senator  Aldrich  buy  out  a  controlling  in- 
terest in  this  impolitic  "'Gazette?*'  It  ;~ 
time  such  political  work  come  to  an  end; 
and  it  is  coming  to  an  end,  but  must  we 
wait  until  Senator  Aldrich's  millenium  is 
over  ? 

This  reminds  me  of  another  singular 
bit  of  work  done  on  the  morning  of 
June  l6th,  1898,  by  Senator  Aldrich's 
other  organ,  the  Providence  Journal.  On 
the  day  preceding,  June  15th,  the  General 
Assembly  enacted  a  statute,  taking  all  the 
street     railroads     in     Providence,     Paw- 


tucket, Lincoln,  Cumberland,  in  truth  in 
Rhode  Island,  out  from  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  'I  he 
Journal  described  the  statute  as  the 
"Profit  Sharing  Act"  with  the  LTni;/n 
Railroad  Company.  By  its  terms,  this 
law   can  never  be  amended,  or  repealed. 


The  action  of  the  Russian,  Witte,  at 
Newport,    in   leaving   the   Mayflower;    in 

hugging  and  kissing  the  "Conductor"  of 
the  Railway  train;  shows  him  to  be  defi- 
cient in  understanding  the  requirements 
of  a  gentleman ;  and  in  another  aspect 
an  ass.  After  reading  the  utter  nonsense 
of  those  who  are  reporting  for  the  news- 
papers, it  is  refreshing  to  read  this 
+v~.^    *k.-.    p_~,.:.i ■,    \r .0     \    , 

every  word  of  which  will  come  true." 
There  can  be  nothing  but  Peace: 

"Gloom  and  pessimism  pervade  the  re- 
ports that  come  from  Portsmouth.  The 
envoys  of  the  mikado  and  the  czar  arc- 
deadlocked  on  the  question  of  indemnity. 
The  Japanese  insist  on  reimbursement  of 
the  cost  of  the  war.  The  Russians  re- 
fuse absolutely  to  agree  to  any  such  pay- 
ment. Neither  side  will  yield  and  com- 
promise   is     impossible.     Gossip    in    the 
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hotel  in   which   the  plenipotentiaries   arc 

quartered  is  that  "the  whole  thing  i> 
over.'  It  is  maintained  the  Russian  en- 
voys came  here  "fully  determined  not  to 
make  an  agreement."  They  are  charged 
with  having  played  the  game  merely  to 
ascertain  Japan's  demands.  M.  Witte  is 
telling  his  friends  the  'outlook  is  hope- 
less. He  sees  not  the  slightest  chance 
for  an  understanding.'  Such  are  the 
sombre  prophecies  sent  out  from  Ports- 
mouth. 

"But  there  will  be  peace.  As  surely 
as  day  follows  night,  as  the  tides  rise 
and  fall,  an  agreement  will  be  reached. 
It  is  the  one  logical  end  to  which  events 
point.  No  one  realizes  this  more  fully 
than  the  plenipotentiaries  Lhemsclves.  At 
the  request  of  the  president  of  the 
world's  greatest  republic  they  came  here 
not  to  cunningly  and  craftily  evade  peace, 
but  to  make  peace  and  peace  will  be 
made. 


it  may  seem  to  serve  the  interests  of  one 
side  or  the  other  at  this  juncture  to  as- 
sume a  tone  of  pessimism,  to  threaten 
rupture,  to  predict  failure  of  the  nego- 
tiations and  a  continuance  of  the  con- 
flict in  the  far  east,  but  in  the  end  peace 
will  be  made.  A  basis  for  settlement  ex- 
ists and  that  basis  will  be  found. 

'"The    situation    at    Portsmouth    is   ob- 
scured and  distorted  bv  talk." 


Th< 


is  not  one  that  can  be  ac- 


complished off  hand.  The  issues  in- 
volved  are    too    tremendously    important 

to  be  settled  by  the  toss  of  a  penny  or 
the  pulling  of  straws.  They  are  ioo 
momentous  to  be  trifled  with.     Possibly 


It  is  a  singular  fact  that  those  who 
have  hitherto  written  concerning  the 
banishment      of      Roger     Williams,     by 

Massachusetts,  have  never  known  of  the 
letter  written  by  Cotton  Mather,  in  I/OS, 
concerning  the  Deed  of  the   Sachems   to 

failed  to  detect  its  bearings.  Mr.  Mather 
wrote  in  the  letter  above  noted  this  para- 
graph: "The  blinding  heat  of  these  trou- 
bles procured  an  order  for  his  (the  Rev. 
John  Wheelwright's)  removal  out  of  the 
colony  (of  Massachusetts).  'Tis  remark- 
ed in  the  books  then  published  that  he 
did  not  go  to  Rhode  Island,  the  most  in- 
viting part  of  the  country  whither  all 
they  went,  who  were  censured  at  the 
same    time    with    him:    no,    he    removed 
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then  into  Hampshire"  (Belknap's  Hist. 
X.  11.,  339).  Wheelwright  came  to  Bos- 
ton in  1636.     lie  was  banished  in   1638. 

His  wife  was  a  sister  oi  William  HLut- 
ehinson,  who  was  the  husband  of  Ann. 
Hutchinson.  Richard  Scott's  wife  was 
a  sister  to  Ann  Marbury,  the  maiden 
name  of  Ann  Hutchinson.  Wheelwright 
went  to  New  Hampshire  and  founded 
the  towns  of  Dover  and  Exeter.  Wil- 
liam Hutchinson  went  to  Aq'uidneck, 
which  had  been  named  Rhode  Island  be- 
fore he  came;  and  Scott  and  his  wife 
came  to  Providence.  These  removes 
were  made  late  in  163S  to  the  Rhode  Is- 
land lands  and  in  1639  to  the  New 
Hampshire  lands.  Cotton  Mather,  writ- 
ing in  1708  writes  of  "the  blinding  heat  of 
these  troubles."  This  "Blinding  Heat" 
was  what  caused  the  banishment  of 
Roger  William-  in  1636,  and  the  Hut- 
chinson's; the  Wheelright's ;  and  the 
Scott's,  in  1638.     . 


The  sham  newspaper  work  in  this 
country,  as  compared  to  England,  is  thus 
set  forth  by  Henry  Watterson  in  the 
Louisville  Courier- Journal : 

"None  of  the  great  dailies  of  London 
use  display  type  as  it  is  used  in  America. 


They  affect  book-work  in  their  typog- 
raphy as  well  as  their  composition. 

"Another  point  o\  difference  much  to 
the  credit  of  London  as  against  New 
York  i<  the  reduction  oi  the  day's  news 
into  some  proportion,  and  the  abridg- 
ment of  each  detail  within  its  proper 
quantum.  There  is  less  "featuring;"  no 
needless  superfluity.  London  compresses 
into  a  paragraph  what  New  York  would 
amplify  into  a  column." 

Here  is  an  ilustration  :  The  New  York 
'filings  gives  six  inches  to  the  finding  of 
Miss  Tucker;  the  Springfield  Republican 
gives  likewise,  six  inches;  the  Provi- 
dence Journal  gives  Thirty-six  inches; 
three  feet  of  type;  out  of  which  a 
reader,  in  case  the  stuff  ever  had  a 
reader,  obtained  not  one  additional   fact. 

In  the  year  1555,  sixty  men  and  women 
were  burned  at  the  stake  in  England,  the 
only  reason  being  that  they  did  not  be- 
lieve in  the  "religion"  of  the  Judges  who 
condemned  them.  In  1556,  sixty-five 
were  "cooked"  in  the  same  way.  The 
settlement  at  Plymouth  was  the  outcome. 
But  consider  for  one  moment  how  long- 
it  took  them  in  Boston  to  again  begin 
these  '"religious"  murders. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 

as  the}'  were  known  to 

CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMIJ     ■ 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 
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The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,    : 
the   Forest   Service,   held   a   Congress  at 

Washington    in    January    of    the    current    | 
year.      These  are  specimens  of  the   clos- 
ing   speech    for   the   Department :      "The 
bulk  of  our    forests   are   now    and   must 
always    remain    in    the   hands   oi   private 
owners."      "It    will    eventually    cost    the 
government  hundreds  of  millions  of  dol-    ! 
lars    (every   dollar  taken  away   from   the    ; 
people)     to    become    possessed    again    of    ; 
the  forest  land,  which   it  once  held,  and    • 
which    are    now     in     private    ownership, 
and  which  arc  absolutely  essential  to  the 
welfare    of    all    of    us"    (p.    30).      Then    \ 
comes  this  comforting  closing  paragraph  : 
"The   Bureau  of  Forestry's  first   duty  is    ! 
to   act    as   a   helper   and   assistant  to   the    i 
commercial     interests."     Why     not     ac! 
solely  in  the   People's  interest,  and  stop    ! 
land     grabbing?        President     Roosevelt 
says,     in     the     same     Congress,     "I     am    ! 
against     the     land    skinner    every    time.': 
Somehow  when  the  iron  is  hot  the  hon-   ; 
crable     gentleman     is     never     ready     tc 
strike. 


The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,   1727.     $5.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most 'im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 


: 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  to 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion. 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,  1733.     $3.75. 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own    I 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's    ! 


At  a  meeting  of  doctors  in  Boston,  in 
June,  this  year,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
in  condemnation  of  a  doctor's  prescribing 
to  his  patient  proprietary  patent  medi- 
cines of  which  he,  the  "'prescriber,"  was 
the  onwer.  Such  ""medical"  practice 
ought  to  be  profitable  at  least  to  the 
doctor — is  ail  liberty  to  be  destroyed  in 
this  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  ?    / 


It  is  an  astounding  fact  that  the  Rec- 
ord of  the  action  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State  shows  an  extraordinary 
omission.  The  Records  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  show  nothing  from  the 
middle  of  the  May,  1840,  session,  to  the 
end  of  it;  and  not  a  recorded  word  of 
the  June  session  of  the  same  year.  This 
fact  was  pointed  out  in  the  Providence 
Post,  1S54,  but  no  explanation  was  ever 
offered.  Thomas  •  W.  Dorr  discovered 
the  fact.  The  writer  has  not  sufficiently 
examined  the  ca^e  to  venture  upon  a 
suggestion  of  a  cause. 


web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25). 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  '"put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them -this:  "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 
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The  editor  of  the  Journal  on  the  12th 
June  said:  "The  theory  that  it  (the 
mosquito)  causes  malaria  and  yellow 
fever  is  generally  accepted."  Five  lines 
further  this  learned  writer  said::  "Stag- 
nant ponds  are  dangerous  because  they 
breed  mosquitoes."  How  much  longer 
are  men  to  stand  such  nonsense?  Look 
at  the  logic,  stagnant  water  breeds  mos- 
quitoes, and  mosquitoes  breed  malaria 
and  yellow  fever,  anhilate  the  mosquitoes. 
Suppose  you  annihilate  the  mosquitoes, 
won't  the  stagnant  water  breed  more? 
Why  not  use  sanitation,  destroy  the 
stagnant  ponds,  and  thus  end  the  mos- 
quitoes and  malaria  and  the  yellow 
fever?  Will  this  wise  and  honest  in- 
strument of  the  political  machine  please  i 
give  us  the  number  of  cases  of  these 
diseases  which  the  New  Jersey  mosqui- 
toes have  caused  in  the  past  fifty  years  !  ! 

Never  was  there  a  stronger  illustra- 
tion of  the  sheer  nonsense  of  the  Doc- 
tor's stuff  about  the  Mosquito  vaccina- 
tion in  cases  of  Yellow  Fever,  than  has 
been  exhibited  at  Xew  Orleans,  and  the 
land  along  the  coast.  It  is  a  sheer  fraud 
for  getting  money.  Why  did  not  these 
mosqiritos  carry  the  disease  to  Cuba?    It 


In  his  valuable  little  weekly  Book- 
Notes,  published  at  Providence,  Sidney 
S.  Rider,  who  is  an  expert  in  historical 
matters,  gives  high  praise  to  Larned's 
"Seventy  Centuries  of  the  Life  of  Man- 
kind" (Springfield,  Charles  A.  Nichols 
Company),  which  was  recently  reviewed 
in  these  columns.  "It  comes,"  he  says, 
"within  the  reach  of  every  man  and 
woman.  Those  who  are  teachers  cannot 
have  a  better,  or  can  any  business  man; 
nor  the  clerks  whom  he  employs."  ! 
Among  other  eulogistic   things  he   says : 

Now  I  come  to  the  unique  thing  done  | 
by  Mr.  Larned  in  the  construction  of  ' 
this  book.  The  soul  of  history  must  be 
sought  in  the  existence  of  men  ;  but  for  | 
the  advent  of  man,  there  could  be  no  J 
such  thing  as  history. — Springfield  Re-  ! 
publican. 


is  one  of  these  nonsensical  theories 
which  Doctors  have  in  the  past  century 
been  constantly  springing  upon  an  ignor- 
ant public. 

Forcible  Vaccination,  with  matter 
taken  from  a  sore  on  some  animal,  or 
some  human  specimen  of  disease,  can  be 
performed  with  a  lancet  upon  me.  What 
is  the  meaning  of  Article  Four  of  the 
Fir^t  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
which  reads,  "The  right  of  the  people  to 
be  secure  in  their  persons,  homes,  papers 
and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  regimes  shall  not  be  violated?"  Does 
this  right  to  be  secure  in  person,  become 
inoperative,  when  some  other  man,  with 
a  lancet,  cuts  my  flesh  and  fills  the  gash 

Courts  of  Law  invented:  and  what  are 
men  to  do  with  such  Courts,  when  they 
cease  to  become  Courts  of  Justice? 


For  downright  treachery,  and  dishon- 
esty I  had  supposed  that,  so  far  as  men 
went,  there  were  none  existing  at  pres- 
ent, comparable  to  the  Malayan  races 
on  the  Philippines.  But  I  can  go  them 
one  better.  We  have  the  Life  Insurance 
Companies  of  New  York — and  I've  been 
a  victim  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Streets. 


THE  MANIFOLD  ADVANTAGES  IN  YOUR.  FAVOR 
to  be  obtained  by  placing  money  in  our  care  will  be  ap- 
parent to  any  person  who  investigates  the  business  methods 
of  this  bank.  If  you  are  seeking  a  safe  and  convenient 
depository  for  funds,  there  is  nothing  to  lose  by  conferring 
with  us;  there  IS  much  to  be  gained. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  pay  liberal  interest  on  Checking-  Accounts. 


The  September  Century  is  decidedly  a 
fiction  number,  with  ten  complete  stories, 
beside  the  closing  chapters  of  L.  Frank 
Tooker's  stirring  novel  of  the  sea,  "Un- 
der Rocking  Skies."  First  place  is  given 
to  a  study  of  English  character  by  the 
author  of  '"The  Prisoner  of  Zenda," 
"The  Dolly  Dialogues,"  etc.,  Anthony 
Hope.  The  story  is  entitled  "Miss  Glad- 
win's Chance."  and  is  illustrated  by  Jay 
Hambridge.  There  is  a  love  story,  "Lady 
Quassia,"  by  Elizabeth  Robins,  author  of 
"The  Magnetic  North;"  Harvey  J. 
Q'Higgms,  author  of  "The  Smoke-eat- 
ers," contributes  "Old  Clinkers,'"  another 
story  of  New  York  firemen;  and  there  is 
another  of  Lawrence  Mott's  Jules  of  the 
Great-heart  stories,  "  'Remember 

Jules!"'  Among  the  work  left  behind 
her  by  the  late  Elizabeth  Cherry  Waltz, 
author  of  "Pa  Gladden,"  was  "A  Lady 
of  Balance."  This  story  of  racing  char- 
acters and  scenes  in  Kentucky  is  one  of 
the  September  Century's  offerings. 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawn 
by  Marcoy.  The  English,  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.     For  this  copy  $5  will  be  accepted. 


Soldier's  Pocket  Bible  issued  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Printed  at  London  by  G.  B.  and  R.  W. 
for  G.  C.  1643.  Reprinted  at  New  York, 
1861,  for  the  volunteers  who  rushed  to 
the  defence  of  Washington.     Price  75c. 


The  Duel  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  took  place  in  July, 
1804.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Evening 
Post  (William  Coleman)  immediately 
published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen..  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"  etc.,  N.  Y.,  1804.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 


Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.00. 
It  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property,"  etc 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  island, 
by  Levi  W.  Russell.  8vo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  eon- 
tains  IS  full  page  illustrations ;  .with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  fine 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the 
author,  Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas,  no 
longer  here  with  us." 
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STORY   OF  THE 

FORGED    INDIAN    DEED   OF    10-39, 

COVERING  THE   WHOLE  OF 

NEW    HA  MI'S  HIRE. 

The  writer  discovered,  and  announced 
the  forgeries  done  by  William  Arnold, 
and  William  Harris,  in  connection  with 
the  Original  Deed  given  to  Roger  Wil- 
liams by  Canonicus  and  Miantinomi; 
and  showed  the  charge  of  forgery  made 
by  Harris  against  his  partner  Arnold. 
The  writer  has  also  been  the  first  to  point 
out  the  Forgeries  done  by  Benedict  Ar- 
nold,' in  connection  with  a  pretended 
deed  of  the  Warwick  lands,  in  Rhode 
Island,  from  S'ocononoco,  a  paltry  chief, 
but  not  a  Sachem,  even  of  Pawtuxet.  It 
must  not  be  supposed,  by  reason  of  the 
discovery  of  these  Forgeries  of  Deeds  in 
Rhode  Island,  that  such  terrible  rascality 
was  confined  specifically  to  that  Colony. 
For  the  latter,  Arnold  Forgery,  see 
(Book  Notes,  v.  22,  p.  51). 

There  is  an  Indian  Deed,  purporting 
to  have  been  given  by  four  Sachems, 
among  the  Eastern  Indian-  of  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire;  4>Vflie  V*\x\  ^m 
Wheelwright  and  fclul  J'ftQttr  I  rjien  of 
lands  being  between  fhl  F'i #c|i;| n,iay  and 
the  Merrimac  river,  ^hh pLlls  dated 
17th  May,  1629.  Ill  i^ /ityi/sX'fby  two 
Indians  and  two  E»giislnfleli ;!  tie  latter. 
being  John  Oldhanl  \r\l\4t\  ^Sharpe. 
The  document  beaflplal  liAnVr'andum, 
signed   by   seven    Enilfslinfiil  fhat   they 

/ 


saw  the  "delivery  of  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  of  the  lands  specified  in  this 
Deed."  One  of  these  men,  William 
Neals,  represented  hiinseif  as  Gover- 
nor;" George  Vaughan  and  Ambrose 
Gibbons  represented  themselves,  the  first 
as  "Factor;"  the  last  as  "Trader"  for  the 
company  of  Laconia  ;  Richard  Vines,  as 
"Governor,"  and  Richard  Bonighton, 
"assistant"  of  the  Plantation  of  Saco ; 
and  Thomas  Wiggin  as  "agent"  and  Ed- 
ward Hilton  "steward"  of  the  plantation 
of  Hilton's  Point.  The  Deed  is  printed 
in  full  (Belknap's  Hist.  New  Hamp.  1st 
ed.,  1,  Appendix  1).  It  bears  this  extra- 
ordinary fact  of  Record  :  "Recorded  ac- 
cording to  the  original  found  in  the  an- 
cient files  from  the  County  of  York,  this 
28th  of  Jan.,  1713.  Signed  'Hammond;'  " 
then  follows :  "A  true  copy  from  York 
County  Records  of  Deeds,  &c,  lib.  8,  fol. 
16.  eVc."  Signed  "Moulton;"  and  then 
this:  "Corrected  by  a  copy  on  i'l}^  in  the 
Superior  Cuurt  in  N.  H."  The  original 
is  not  now,  nor  was  it  ever  known.  In 
spite  of  this  fact,  William  Plummer 
states'  that  "The  Deed  itself  was  pro- 
duced in  Court  in  1707,  and  1708.  in  the 
case  Allen  vs.'  Waldron."  He  got  his 
statement  from  Belknap's  reprint  of  the 
Deed.  The  inscription  on  the  Deed  on 
Record  in  [713  declares  that  the,  Deed  in 
Court  was  "a  copy,'"  and  hence  could  not 
be  the  original  (New  Hamp.  Hist.  Soc. 
Col.    1,  303).     The   pretended   deed  was 
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first    printed    in    1784    by    Belknap.      The  | 
genuineness     of     it    was    denied    in    the 

Portsmouth  Journal,  22d  Nov.,  1823. 

William    Piummer,   then    President    of 
the  N.  II.  Hist.  Soc,  came  to  the  defence 
of   it>   integrity.      His   defence   appeared 
in  the  first   volume  of  the  Collections  of 
that   Society    (pp.  299-304).   Against   the 
genuineness  of  the  Deed,  it   was.  alleged 
"that  Wheelwright   was  not  heard  of  in  j 
this  country   till    1636,   seven   years   after 
the     date     of     the     Deed;     that     Samuel  j 
Sharpe,   one   of   the    witnesses    was    then  ! 
on  the  ocean  ;  that  of  the  seven  witne;>ses  I 
t)  the  delivery  of  the  possession,  no  one  j 
of  them    witnessed   the   execution   of   the 
Deed,    though    made    on    the    same    day ; 
and   that   it   is   incredible  thai    these   wit 
nesse:>    should    have    lent    their    names    to  ; 
an  act  so  destructive  of  their  own  titles,  1 
as    was  this     Deed,     if     genuine."      Mr.  ! 
Plummer's  defence  is  positively  farcical. 
He    says.    "We    have    no    evidence    that 
Wheelwright  did  not  come  to  this  coun- 
try till  the  year  1636."     There  is  evidence 
of  his   coming   in    1636   with    his    family. 
Because  you  have  "no  evidence"  that  "he 
did  not  come  till   1636,"  how  was   Pium- 
mer  strengthened?       Again      concerning 
Sharpe;  Piummer  admits  that  he  was  on 


the  ocean,  at  the  time  the  Deed  was 
dated;  hut,  he  says,  "another  man  of  the 
same  name  might  have  been  in  this  coun- 
try" (X.  11.  ili.>t.  Soc.  Col.  1,  299-300). 
Mr.  Piummer  continues,  "The  writer  ap- 
pears to  admit  that  John  Oldham,  the 
other  English  subscribing  witness,  was 
then  in  this  country,  for  he  says  Old- 
ham was  murdered  by  the  Indians  in 
1730"  (N.  H.  Hist.. Soc.  Col.  1.  301).  I 
leave  such  work,  for  it  is  not  worth  con- 
sideration. The  date.  1736,  is  possibly  a 
typographical  error,  for  1636  was  the 
year  in  which  Oldham  was  murdered ; 
but  how  does  the  fact  of  the  murder,  in 
1636,  prove  that  Oldham  was  in  Maine 
in  1629?  Concerning  another  of  the  wit- 
Cotton  Mather  wrote  a  letter  to  George 
Vaughan,  3  d.  1,  ma.  1708.  In  order  to 
make  Vaughan  a  legally  competent  wit- 
ness to  the  pretended  Deed  of  1629,  he- 
was  more  than  one  hundred  years  of  age- 
when  Mather  wrote  this  letter.  The 
English  law  required  that  witnesses  to 
Deeds,  or  Wills,  must  be  competent  to 
be  examined  in  support  of  either  (Ba- 
con's  Abridgment  5,  450). 

Under   the   name,    "Wiggin,    Thomas," 
Tames    Savage    writes    as    follows :      "In 
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the  artifices  for  support  of  the  Spurious 
Deed  of  the  larger  part  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, 17th  May,  1629,  Wiggin's  name  is 
used,   with   Walter    Neales,   in   a   forged 

letter  of  13  Aug.,  1633,  m  Belknap's 
Hist.  N,  11.,  V.  1,  original  ed.,  app.  6, 
with  the  valuable  letter  of  Cotton  Ma- 
ther in  and  of  the  cause,  whether  with 
his  eyes  open,  or  only  winking,  may  be 
disputed  (Belknap's  Hist.  3rd  V.  Appen- 
dix 1.)  The  document  is  self  destructive 
inasmuch  as  Wiggin  was  agent  of  a 
part}'  in  England,  opposed  in  interest  to 
Mason,  whose  agent  was  Neale;  but  far 
more  open  to  objection  by  one  inquiring 
only  after  the  truth,  as  purporting  to  be 
written  at  Dover  (13  Aug.,  1633)  called 
Northam  in  *he  Triclcvrv.  when  Neale 
had  one  week  before  sailed  from  Eng- 
land for  Boston;  and  Wiggin,  was  in 
England,  embarking  at  Gravesend,  in  the 
James,  for  Salem,  where  he  arrived  10th 
Oet.,  1633"  (Savage's  Geneolog.  Diet. 
4.540.)  P'or  the  evidence,  Savage's  cites 
Winthrop's  Hist.  New  Eng.,  1.11",  of 
which  book  he  was  the  editor.  This  is 
positive  evidence  that  neither  Neale  nor 
Wiggin,  were  in  New  England  on  the 
17th  of  May,  1029.  when  the  Wheelwright 


Deed  was  apparently  dated.  Mr.  Savage 
gives  the  earliest  dates,  when  these  men, 
whose  signatures  arc  attached  to  the 
Deed,  were  known  to  be  in  New  Eng- 
land. Story,  or  whatever  his  name  was, 
for  it  appears  in  five  forms,  1637: 
Thomas  White,  1636;  William  Went- 
wc.rth,  1636;  Thomas  Lavet,  non  est; 
Samuel  Sharpe,  at  Salem  in  1629;  Rich- 
ard Vines,  1636;  Richard  Bonighton,  at 
Saco,  1636;  Thomas  Wiggin,  1633;  Ed- 
ward Hilton  in  1623;  George  Vaughan, 
1631  ;  Ambrose  Gibbons,  1630;  Walter 
Neale,  as  agent  for  Mason,  could  not 
have  come  to  New  England,  until  Mason 
bad  his  patent  fr  m  Plymouth  7th  No- 
vember, 1629,  six  months  after  the  rlate 
of  the  pretended  Deed  v  B«  Ikuap's  N. 
H  1.  13.)  These  items  conclusively 
prove  that  the  Deed  was  A  Eorgery.  But 
there  are  other  reasons  which  strike  me 
with  still  greater  force;  because  they 
cannot  be  destroyed;  and  which  have 
never  before  been  suggested.  The 
Wheelwright  Deed  is  a  clean  Eee  Sim- 
ple, with  complete  rights  of  alienation: 
such  a  tenure  did  not  exist  here  in  1629. 
The  few.  Sachems  who  purported  to  give 
the    Deed,   begin   by   declaring    that   thev 
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gave  it  "with  a  universal  consent  of  our 
subjects.''  Such  an  idea  never  existed 
in  the  mind  of  a  Sachem ;  Roger  Wil- 
liams declares  that  such  a  principle  never 
existed;  and  the  charter  oi  Charles  the 
Second  for  Rhode  Island  denies  the 
fact  The  Deed  run-  to  the  Grantees, 
'their  heirs  and  assigns  lor  ever";  "To 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  without  the 
]c<  st  disturbance,  molestation,  or  trouble 
of  us,  our  heirs,  executors,  or  adminis- 
trators.''  Who  ever  heard  of  an  Indiio. 
e> ecutor,  of  another  Indian's  estate,  or 
of  an  Indian  administrator.  Such  ldj  is 
ware  not  in  existence;  but  they  came  inio 
oistence  half  a  century  after  the  Wheel- 
wright deed  of  1629  was  fabricated.  But 
there  is  still  stronger  evidence  of  the 
;ries.  YVh  ehv  right  was  banished 
from  Massachusetts  in  J63S.  He  was 
a  brother-in-law  of  Anne  Hutchinsm; 
and  of  the  wife  of  Richard  Scott.  On 
the  a"rd  April,  l6i>S,  he  bought  of 
VVehanownowit,  Sagamore  of  Piskato- 
quacke,  all  the.  lands,  as  of  right  belongs 
t  :•:■  from  Merrimac  river,  to  the  pat- 
ents of  Piscatoquake,  and  to  go  up  into 
the  country  northwest  thirty  miles." 
This  area  was  increased  by  another  Deed 


by  the  same  Sagamore,  on  the  same  day; 
and  on  the  ioth  April,  1639,  the  same 
Sagamore  re-affirmed  the  transfer. 
Neither  of  these  Deeds  of  1638  0.  runs  to 
the  '"heirs  and  assigns"  of  Wheelwright 
and  his  co-partners,  but  only  run.-  fur  the 
live>  of  the  partners;  nor  did  these 
deeds  bind  the  "'heirs  and  assigns"  of 
the  Indian-.  If  Wheelwright  actually  ha.! 
a  Deed  in  1629  from  this  same  Indian, 
binding  the  "heirs"  of  the  Indian;  and 
running  to  the  heir-  of  Wheelwright, 
why  did  the  latter  take  the  Deed  of 
April  3rd,  1639?  (New  Hamp.  Hist. 
Soc.  Col.  1,  147-149.)  The  signature  to 
the  Deed  of  163S.  is  written  Wehanow- 
110  wit,  Sagamore  of  Piskatoquacke.  The 
signature  to  the  pretended  Deed  ot  1029. 
is  written  Wehangonawitt,  Sagamore  of 
Squomsquot.  This  Deed  is  a  Forgerj 
of  the  rankest  kind,  but  it  does  not  re- 
flect upon  John  Wheelwright  in  the  slight- 
est degree;  neither  do  the  Forgeries  by 
Arnold  and  Harris  here  in  Rhode  Island 
reflect  upon  Roger  Williams.  \\  heel- 
wright  died  in  1679,  and  while  I  cannot 
prove  the  fact,  it  is  probable  that  the 
Forgery  was  executed  after  1679.  'I  he 
facts   in   support  of  this  opinion   are  the 
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statement  apparently  by  the  Sagamores 
"that  they  gave  it  with  the  universal 
consent  of  their  subjects";  and  then  runs 
to  the  heirs  and'assigns  of  the  grantees; 
and  the  warranty  against  molestation  by 
the  Sagamores,  '"heirs,  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators." These  are  all  the  work  of 
designing  English  settlers  late  in  the  17th 
century.  The  pretended  record  was  .sim- 
ilar to  that  of  the  Benedict  Arnold  For- 
gery in  the  latter  part  of  this  same  cen- 
tury. (Book  Notes,  v.  22,  p.  S3-)  Be- 
fore leaving  this  subject  I  will  consider 
the  scope,  genuineness  and  legal  force  oi 
the  Mason  patents.  That  men  who  have 
written  history  hitherto  have  failed  to 
note    these    facts,    in    no    way    invalidates 

Mason's  sole  title,  or  patent,  was  a 
sale  by  the  Plymouth  Colony — never  rec- 
ognized by  the  King.  The  Lord  Chief 
Justices  declared  in  1677  that  "as  to 
Mr.  Mason's  right  of  government  within 
the  soil  he  claimed,  their  Lordships,  and 
indeed,  his  own  council,  agreed,  he  had 
none ;  the  great  council  of  Plymouth, 
under  whom  he  claimed,  having  no  right 
to   transfer   government   to   any."      (Bel- 


knap's Hist.  N.  LI.,  1784,  1,  26.)  Cotton 
Mat-her,  in  a  letter,  written  March  3rd, 
1708,  to  George  Yaughan,  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  pretended  \J<j^d  from 
the  Sagamores  to  Wheelwright,  in  (629, 
u.-es  this  language,  ""Let  the  date  of 
\\  heel wright's  instrument  be  what  it 
will,  there  seems  to  be  an  instrument  of 
some  such  importance,  on  Mason's  part, 
necessary  to  render  Mason's  claim 
effectual."  (Belknap's  Hist.  X.  H.,  3, 
336.)  Cotton        Mather       continues: 

"When  the  Kings  of  England  have  given 
patents  for  American  unto  their  subjects, 
their  virtue  and'  justice  has  been  such 
that  they  have  not  therein  designed  even 
to  give  away  the  properties  of  the  na- 
tives here;  but  always  intended  that 
their  subjects  here  should  honestly  agree 
with  the  natives  for  which  lands  they 
should  get  under  protection  of  these 
patents,  before  they  should  call  them 
their  own."  (Belknap's  Hist.  N.  H.,  3, 
336.)  But  Mason  held  no  patent  from 
an  English  King.  Nor  did  he  hold  a 
Deed  from  a  native.  The  English  lav, 
then  was  that  "In  corporeal  inheritances 
(lands    were    such)    which    lie    in    grant 
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cannot  pass  from  one  to  another  without 
Deed,"  and  "he  that  claims  them  (lands) 
must  show  a  grant  of  them,  which  he 
cannot  do  without  a  Deed  (Bacon's 
Abgd'm't  Eng.  Law,  2,659.)  Mason  held 
no  Deed  of  any  kind.  Such  was  the 
swindle  of  the  claims  of  Mason ;  his 
Heirs;  and  those  who  obtained,  and 
used  his  claims,  from  1622  to  1787;  for 
bis  "thwart"  line  is  on  Belknap's  Map 
of  New  Hampshire,  (Hist.  v.  2,  1791.) 
For  a  century  and  a  half  this  Mason 
robbery  was  carried  on  against  every 
man  whom  they  could  scare  ;  their  homes 
were  seized  and  taken  away  after,  in 
some  cases,  fifty  years  possession,  and 
built  solelj-  at  the  cost  of  the  occupants. 
Of  all  the  men  who  have  written  what 
they  called  histories  of  New  England,  I 
not  one  has  ever  told  the  simple  legal  ; 
facts  concerning  the  Mason  claims  herein 
set  forth ;  nor  shown  the  downright  non- 
sense of  the  legal  opinions  given  by  At- 
torney General  Palmer,  to  the  King,  in 
1660,  maintaining  and  defending  the 
claim.  It  fell  at  last  of  inanition,  being 
in  itself  too  feeble  to  stand  alone.  But 
£01  a  great  number  of  years  it  had  been 
us^d    to    collect     quit     rents,    perpetual, 

The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out),     London,   1727.    $5.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  to 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion. 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,   1733.     $3-75- 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 


never  ending,  from  the  poor,  and  honest 
settlers  in  New  Hampshire;  the  Ply- 
mouth Council  gave  Mason  not  only  the 
entire  lands  now  forming  New  Hamp- 
shire, but  ten  thousand  acres  now  in 
Maine,  with  which  to  create  the  Manor 
Masonia.  It  all  came  to  naught  in  time, 
but  for  many  years  it  was  a  terrible 
dram  upon  the  resources  of  the  settlers. 
Let  me  consider  for  a  moment  how 
Roger  Williams  acted  under  conditions 
somewhat  similar  here  in  Rhode  Island. 
First,  when  Coddington,  by  treason, 
wrought  the  colony  asunder,  and  was 
made  perpetual  sovereign,  Roger  Wil- 
liams went  to  London,  destroyed  Cod- 
dington and  restored  the  government  of 
the  people,  which  lie  had  himseii  created. 
When  that  great  scheme  of  rascality  in 
land  grabbing  had  developed  in  Rhode- 
Island,  the  work  of  the  two  Arnolds ; 
Harris,  and  Carpenter.  Mr.  Williams 
set  himself  sternly  in  opposition  to  its 
success.  His  absolute  knowledge  of  the 
conditions;  his  integrity,  pointed  'the 
way  to  his  fearless  courage.  We  are  told 
in  the  books,  "That  he  knew  little  of 
the  law,  and  perhaps,  had  never  seen  a 
royal    charter."      But    he   knew    sufficient 
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law  to  be  able  to  understand  that  a 
grantee  could  not,  either  by  fraud,  nor 
by  law,  increase  an  acre  granted,  to  three 
hundred  thousand  acres,  never  granted. 
There  is  not  now,  nor  was  there  ever  a 
single  phrase  of  English  law  which  will 
sustain  the  action  of  the  Rhode  Island 
forgeries,  and  the  individual  claims 
under  those  forgeries.  Williams  had 
no  legal  assistant ;  all  the  New  England 
lawyers  were  with  the  Arnolds  and  with 
Harris ;  but  in  spite  of  all  lawyers ;  and 
of  the  packed  courts  against  him;  for 
the  courts  were  packed,  and  most  in- 
famously packed;  the  lands  all  vested  in 
the  people,  and  ail  went  to  form  the 
colony;  and  not  a  dollar  in  Quit  Rents, 
nor  by  seizure  unlawful  eve*  Tell  upon  a 
planter  in  Rhode  Island.  It  was  a  fight 
of  twenty  years  duration,  led  by  Wil- 
liams, single-handed,  in  defence  of  the 
sacred  right  of  holding  private  property. 
If  those  Indian  lands  were  covered  by 
the  original  Deed  they  vested  in  Wil- 
liams, and  could  never  be  alienated  by 
Arnold,  nor  Harris.  Prof.  Osgood  ad- 
mits that  Williams  had  one  valuable 
idea — Religious  Liberty.  But  I  think 
that,  in  spite  of  his  lack  of  knowledge  of 


the  laws,  he  had  tivo,  the  second  of 
which  was  the  right  of  private  property. 
The  more  consideration  which  I  give  to 
these  great  questions,  the  greater  seems 
the  greatness  of  Roger  Williams.  In 
matters  of  law,  he  was  right,  and  the 
only  prominent  man  in  New  England 
who  z^us  right.  The  Harris  and  Arnold 
case-  were  the  vilest  swindles,  having 
not  one  legal  principle  under,  or  back 
of  them. 


Mr.  Rider  wishes  to.  sell  (for  a 
friend)  a  fine  set  of  Smith's  Bible  Dic- 
tionary. It  is  the  American  edition,  in 
four  volumes,  bound  in  half  calf,  and  in 

excellent     COnd'^On       *f     '•■•][    v; ;     Sc'd     fo; 

$io.oo;    not    one-half    its    value    to    any 
man  who  desires  to  attain  real  learning:. 


When  a  newspaper  suppresses  facts  of 
public  concern,  in  some  political  interest. 
it  lies.  All  the  virtuous  "Protective" 
newspapers  publish  Secretary  Shaw's 
denial  of  Gov.  Cummin's  speech  at  Chi- 
cago, but  they  "honestly"  fail  to  find 
Gov.  Cummins'  expose  of  Shaw's  being. 
(See  Journal  of  the  29th.) 


In    hi,    valuable    Httle    weekly    Book       THE     WRITER     WISHES 


Notes,   published   at    Providence,    Sidney    i 
S.  Rider,  who  is  an  expert  in  historical    | 
matters,    gives    high    praise    to    Larned's    \ 
"Seventy  Centuries  of  the  Lite  of  Man-    j 
kind"    (Springfield,    Charles    A.    Nichols 
Company),  which  was  recently  reviewed    ! 
in  these   columns.     "It   comes,"  he   says,    ! 
"within    the    reach     of     every    man    and 
woman.     Those  who  are  teachers  cannot 
have  a  belter,  or  can  any  business  man; 
nor     the     clerks,     whom     he     employs." 
Among  other   eulogistic  things   he   says : 
Now  I  come  to  the  unique  thing  done 
by    Mr.    Lamed    in    the    construction    of 
this  book.     The  soul  of  history  must  be 
sought  in  the  existence  of  men;  but  for 
the    advent    of    man.    there    could    be    no 
such    thing   as    history. — Springfield    Re- 
publican. 
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The  action  in  the  United  States  Court 
against  the  town  of  New  Shoreham, 
Block  Island,  has  been  decided  against 
the  town.  The  only  possible  conclusion, 
from  a  legal  a-pect,  is  that  the  town  has 
been  betrayed;  but  by  whom  betrayed,  is 
yet    not    quite   clear. 

1  he  town  was  represented  in  court,  in 
this  case,  by  Walter  H.  Barney,  who  was 
employed  by  Senator  Champlin  ;  and  he 
was  the  person  who  brought  the  town 
into  these  terrible  financial  trouble-. 
Were  these  courts  created  for  such  work 
as  this  was?  Wherein  ih?s  the  real  rem- 
edy of  the  people? 
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published  a  volume  concerning  the  Duel. 
It  is  entitled  "A  Collection  of  the  facts 
and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of 
Major  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  with 
Comments,"  etc.,  N.  Y.,  1804.  Price 
$5.00.  An  extremely  scarce  and  most  in- 
teresting book. 


Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.00. 
It  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Y\'hitman's  Property/'  etc 


The  Native  Trees  of  Rhode  Island, 
by  Levi  W.  Russell.  Svo,  paper.  Provi- 
dence, 1900.  Price  50  cents.  It  con- 
tains 18  full  page  illustrations;  with 
excellent  descriptions.  Under  the  Hue 
picture  of  the  white  ash  stands  the 
author,  Mr.  Russell,  himself,  alas',,  no 
longer  lure  with  us. 


.    , 


BOOK  NOTES 


HISTORICAL,    LITERARY    AND    CRITICAL. 

CON-DUCTED    BY 

SIDNEY    vS.    RIDER, 

73   ALMT   STREET,  PROVIDENCE,    R.    I. 

Entered  as  Second  class  Matter,  at  the  Providence,   R.    I.   Post  Office. 


SO  Cents  per  annum.     Fortnight! y. 
Single  Copy  5  Cents. 


Saturday,  Sept 


23. 


1905. 


Vol  22, 
No.    19. 


THE    HISTORY  OF 
DENIZATION  «*  NATURALIZATION 

IN   THE 

COLONY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND 
1 6  36- 1 790 

STATE    OF    RHODE    ISLAND    AND    TKOVIDENCE 
PLANTATION'S. 
EXECUTIVE    DEPART M E NT. 
PROVIDENCE. 

August  25th,  1905. 
My  Dear  Sir : 

The  enclosed  letter  is  self-explanatory. 
1  would  esteem  it  a  favor  if  you  would 
furnish  me  with  such  information  as 
will  enable  an  intelligent  and  accurate  re- 
sponse to  this  inquiry,  or  if  you  prefer 
you  can  communicate  direct  with  Mr. 
Hunt. 

Whatever  services  you  may  render  in 
the  matter  kindly  send  the  charge  to  this 
office. 

Respectfully, 

Geo.    II.  Utter,   Governor. 
Mr.  Sidney  S.  Rider. 
J2>  Almy  Street. 

DEPARTMENT    OF    STATE. 
WASHINGTON. 

August   11,   1905. 
Ifis    Excellency,    the    Governor,    Provi- 

\\W\v    , 

I  am  very  anxious  lo|o&t|iri  a  cop)  ■  : 
the   Rhode  Island   lav*  $f  jKatlirklization 

r  m 


in  effect  before  the  adoption  of  the  Con 
stJlution    of    the    United      State: 


Tl 


R 


:  Island  Laws  in  the  Librarv  of 
rhis  Department  are  apparently  a  com- 
plete collection,  but  I  am  unable  to  find 
this  law,  and  appeal  to  you  to  help  me. 
The  information  is  desired  for  the  Com- 
mission on  Naturalization,  appointed  by 
the  President 

I   have   the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Gaillakd  Hunt, 
Member  of  the  Commission  for  ttie  Stale 
Department. 

I    am    asked    to    set    forth    the    Rhode 

!  Island    law    of    Naturalization    in    effect 

•  before  the  adoption,  by  Rhode  Island. 
I  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 
i  that  is,  previous  to  1790.  By  the  word 
I  naturalization  is  meant,  the  conferring 
j  of  the  rights,  and  privileges,  of  a  native 
j  subject,  or  citizen,  of  a  Colony,  or  State, 
j  upon  a  foreigner  who  comes  to  dwell 
j  therein.  Rhode  Island  had  no  such 
i  laws.  The  men  who  planted  Providence, 
i  and  then  the  Colony,  held  from  the  firsi 

:  the  power  of  admitting  citizens  to  th<  - 

•  incorporations,    and    of   conferring   upon 

•  these  citizens  the  rights  of  Freemen:  as 
j  a  matter  of  fact,  no  foreigner  applied. 
;  In  order  to  a  correct  understanding  of 
I  the  working,  it  will  be  necessary  fo  de- 
i  scribe  briefly  the  planting  of  the  town-, 

d    the    kind    of    a    government    which 
followed.     Roger  Williams  came  here  in 
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1636.  Within  a  few  months.,  he  saw, 
by  the  numbers  coming'  hero  to  settle," 
that  some  kind  of  government  was  nec- 
essary to  be  established.  lie  formulated 
a  plan,  in  his  own  mind,  and  in  1637, 
submitted  a  draft  of  it,  to  Gov.  W'in- 
throp.  This  plan  consisted  of  a  signed 
Union,  between  the  first  planters  and  a 
compact,  to  be  signed  by  all  who  came 
after,  and  were  admitted.  The  govern- 
ment rested  in  the  fixed  inhabitants  ;  no 
"tramp"  was  admitted.  A  man  must  be 
a  Master  of  a  Family  before  being  made 
a  voter,  or  Freeman,  as  the  people  then 
called  a  fixed  inhabitant,  to  whom  was 
given  political  rights.  These  fixed  in- 
habitants incorporated  themselves  into  a 
body  politic;  and  each  promised  active, 
or  passive  obedience  to  the  laws;  which 
laws  were  to  be  enacted  by  a  majority 
of  the  present  inhabitants  (Prov.  Early 
Rec.  r,  1).  Here  is  the  fac- simile  of  the 
original  compact,  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Roger  Williams : 

The  original  compact  between  the  first 
Proprietors  is  not  in  existence,  but  Mr. 
Williams'  proposed  form  still  exists 
(Williams'  Letters,  Narr.  Club,  Pub.  6. 
5).  The  four  original  town.-,  were  all 
settled    upon     a      like    foundation     with 
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Providence.  This  latter  town  was  the 
first  town  planted  upon  these  principles, 
in  this  country;  or  indeed  in  the  world. 
It  was  a  purely  democratic  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the 
oeooje  A  nurrlv  civ'l  government  hav- 
ing no  control  over  any  man's  religion. 
Roger  Williams  followed  this  work  by 
obtaining  a  Charter  of  Colonial  govern- 
ment, in  1643.  Fie  was  himself  the  sole 
author  of  this  charter.  It  was  a  purely 
democratic  government,  with  absolute 
religious  liberty.  The  first  in  the  world 
ever  so  established ;  and  to-day,  not  a 
town,  nor  city,  nor  state,  in  this  coun- 
try, exists  upon  any  other  principle.  The 
people  were  given  in  this  charter  "full 
power  to  govern,  and  rule  themselves, 
and    such    others    as    shall    hereafter    in- 
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habit  within  any  part  of  the  said  tract, 
by  such  form  of  civil  government,  as  by 

voluntary  consent  oi  all,  or  the  greatest 
part,  shall  be  most  serviceable,  in  their 
estates,  and  condition'"  (R.  1.  Hist.  Soc. 
Coll.  4.  22  {  » .  The  full  power  of  deniza- 
tion, or  naturalization,  was  in  the  Peo- 
ple, under  this  charter.  The  people  of 
the  towns,  admitted  men,  as  citizens,  to 
vote  upon  the  town  affairs,  and  for  town 
officers;  and  when  these  People  from  all 
the  towns,  assembled  at  Newport,  or 
elsewhere,  and  acted  as  a  Genera!  As- 
sembly of  the  whole  body,  these  men 
who  had  been  admitted  by  the  towns, 
were  admitted  by  the  Colony,  with 
power  to  vote  upon  Colonial  affairs,  and 
for  Colonial  officers.  In  1647,  when  this 
Parliamentary  charter  was  adopted  and 
set  in  operation,  all  free  inhabitants  were 
obliged  to  "set  their  hands  to  an  en- 
gagement to  it"  (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  1,  147;. 
From  the  first  moment  of  planting,  the 
ownership  of  land  was  a  prime  factor  in 
the  creation  of  an  inhabitant,  with  po- 
litical power  (Prow  Early  Records  1,  l). 
In  1645-6.  a  grant  of  twenty-five  acres 
of  land  was  made  to  many  men  who 
desired   to   dwell   here;   but   were  unable 


to  purchase  land.     These  grants  did  not 

confer  the  rights  of  a  freeman.  At  a 
;   later   period,   in    [666,  Deeds   were   given 

of  these  lands    (Prow   Early  Rec.   15,  p. 

229).  Four  years  later,  in  1670,  these 
'  men  were  made  politically  equal  to  the 
i   original    proprietors     (Prov.    Early    Rec. 

*5,  !3°)-  There  was  never  a  case  of 
I  naturalization  under  the  Charter  of  1643. 
;  The  Charter  of  Charles  the  Second 
I  came  in  1663.  It  created  the  boundaries 
j  of  Rhode  Island  precisely  as  now  exist- 
1  ing.  But  it  took  nearly  a  century  to 
'  wrest  these  lands  from  the  surrounding 
'  colonies  A  colonial  body  politic  was 
!  created,  with  power  to  admit  inhabit- 
i  ants    to    such    political     rights     as     they 


o.eiiu-e 


p:,s-cs5ec; 


I  others    as    now    (in    1663),    or   hereafter 

I  may  be  admitted,  are  made  Free  of  the 

G  mpany  (Charter,  Digest  of  1710,  p.  2). 

;   I    cite    the    Charter    in    this    Digest,    be'- 

I  cause   here    it    was   printed    for    the    first 

j  time.      I     now     touch     certain     political 

;   changes    which   developed    in   process   of 

time    under   this    Charter.      In    1665.    the 

King  of   England   sent  a   commission   to 

arrange    certain    troubles    in    New    Eng- 

;  land.     The  commission  suggested    (stat- 


PROVIDENCE  BANKING  CO., 


141  Westminster  Street, 

PROVIDENCE,  12.  I. 
Capital    and    Surplus,  $1,000,000 

Government  Bonds, 

Local  Securities  and   High  Grade  Investments, 

Foreign  Exchange. 

Private  Telegraph  Wires  ro  New  Yorft  and  Boston. 


I4& 


ing  it  to  be  the  will  of  his  majesty) 
that  every  Freeman,  before  admission, 
must  have  a  "competent"  estate;  and 
•must  be  of  civil  conversation;  and  ac- 
knowledge and  obey  the  Civil  Magis- 
trate; and  all  Householders,  and  Free- 
men were  to  swear  an  oath  of  allegiance. 
With  the  exception  of  this  oath,  no 
change  in  political  conditions  was  made. 
Everything  suggested  by  the  King  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  people  from  the 
first  planting  (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  2,  no). 
This  was  a  grant,  not  of  power  to  the 
General  Assembly,  but  "to  tliis  corpora- 
tion" (R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  2,  in).  An  oath 
was  provided,  under  the  action  of  the  en- 
tire body  of  Freemen;  and  sworn  by 
every  i  iccnijii,  m  in<_  yca,ia  ^^^^  m.^i 
1667. 

Primogeniture  in  the  descent  of  es- 
tates, was  introduced  into  the  colony  by 
Benedict  Arnold,  the  first  Governor  un- 
der the  charter  of  1663,  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death,  in  1676.  It  was  done 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  father's 
property  into  his  own  possession,  there 
being  five  children,  of  whom  he  was  the 
eldest.  In  1723-4,  a  change  was  made, 
eldest  sons  were  to  have  a  double  por- 
tion.       This    change   lasted   but    a    year, 


when  the  law  was  made  to  di- 
vide all  equally.  But  then- 
came  into  use  a  political  primo- 
geniture. The  eldest  son  of  a  Freeholder 
was  given  the  political  franchise,  without 
land  or  other  property,  while  the  younger 
sons  could  not  he  admitted  without  land  ; 
no  amount  of  personal  property  would 
make  .1  second  son  a  Freeman,  nor  give 
him  a  right  in  the  courts,  as  a  plaintitr 
(Digest  1730,  p.  131).  This  political 
primogeniture  continued  until  the  revolu- 
tion of  1842,  commonly  called  the  Oorr 
War.  In  the  first  Digest  of  Laws  there 
exists  a  statute  "'Declaring  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  His  Majesty's  Sub- 
jects."     This    statute    prevented    R(  man 


of  the  Colony  (Digest  of  171 9,  p.  3). 
The  legislative  fraud  in  connection  with 
this  statute  has  been  clearly  set  forth  by 
the  present  writer,  in  another  place 
(Tlist.  Introd.  Digest  of  1719.  p.  15,  16). 
This  introduction  of  primogeniture  was 
a  direct  violation  of  the  charter.  The 
fundamental  title  to  lands  in  Rhode  Is- 
land were  thus  fixed  by  the  charter  of 
1663.  "To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs, 
and  successors,  as  of  the  Manor  of  East 
Greenwich,    in    our    County    of    Kent,    in 
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Free  and  Common  Soccage,  and  not  in 
capite,  nor  by  Knights  service."  (Char- 
ter Dig.  1719,  p.  7.)  No  such  action,  a-; 
taking  all   lands  l»v    the  eldest,  did  then, 

nor  ever  exist  in  the  County  oi  Kent, 
in  England  (Lambard's  Perambulations, 
1656,  p.  5S4,  586,  594)..  Gov.  Arnold  ap- 
peased the  discontents  of  the  people  by 
giving  Town  Councils  the  power  to 
make  wills,  certainly  extraordinary 
work. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  Nat- 
uralization. 1  have  already  stated  that 
there  is  no  Law  on  the  Statute  book. 
But  there  was  a  practice,  which  1  will 
now  attempt  to  set  forth.  The  earliest 
case  at  present  known  to  the  writer,  was 
that,  by  the  Town  Meeting  at  East 
Greenwich,  granting  '"Letters  of  Deniza- 
tion" to  Daniel  Ayrault,  en  the  third 
day  of  July,  in  the  13th  year,  of  William 
the  Third  (.1701).  The  late  Judge  Elisha 
R.  Potter  has  preserved  it.  (R.  I.  Hist. 
Tracts,  1st  sec.  5,  p.  105).  Unfortunate- 
ly the  original  record  has  been  lost,  prob- 
ably by  a  costly  preservation  of  the  an- 
cient record.  There  is  no  record,  at  pres- 
ent, to  be  found,  covering  the  time,  from 
4  March,  1700,  to  April  9,  1702.     The  en- 


I  tire  year,   the    13th   of   William   3rd,    is 

J  gone.     1    wish   to  note   the   difference   in 

action  between  this  case,  and  those  which 

precede. 1,    or    followed    it.      Pardon    Til- 

linghast   was  admitted  a  Freeman  by  the 

town  meeting  of  East  Greenwich,  in  1699. 

Hugh    Bay  ley,  and   Thomas    Briggs   "are 

excepted    Freemen    of    this    town,"    8th 

April,    170J.      But    Ayrault    was    granted 

"Letters  of  Denization."     The  charter  of 

1663,  as   I   have  stated,  was  first  printed. 

in   the    Folio    Digest,  of    1719.      .Marginal 

notes  were  affixed  to  it,  and  these  notes 

were  continued   in   all   the    Polio   Digest: 

from    1719    down    to    1767,    which    latter 

:   date,  was  the  only  book  of  statutes,  until 

■    1798.      One    of    these    marginal    notes    is 

!  given    as    "The    Clause    of    TndeniVatinn" 

(p.    7.)      The    King,    ordained,    declared, 

1  and    granted,    unto    Governor   and    Com- 

j  puny,  that  all,  and   every,  subject   of  us. 

!  our  heirs  and  successors,  already  planted, 

]  atid  settled,  in  our  Colony  of  Providence 

I   Plantations ;    or    shall    hereinafter   go   to 

;   inhabit    within    the    said    colon}',    and    all 

j  their   children,  born   there,   or   elsewhere 

"shall  have  and  enjoy  all   Liberties,   1m- 

.  munities    of    free    and    natural    subjects, 

i  born     within     the     realm     of     England." 
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(Charter  Digest  17 19.  p.  7.)  By  this 
clause  the  Governor  ami  Company  were 
given  powers  to  gram  Denization,  and 
oi  course,  Naturalization.  But  "deniza- 
tion" could  not  be  tn forced  in  the  case 
of  an  English  subject  ;  but  could  be  en- 
forced in  the  case  of  a  Foreigner,  and 
Ayrault  was  a  Foreigner,  one  of  the 
French  Huguenots,  whose  father  came 
here  in  1686.  '"An  alien  may  become  an 
English  subject  in  two  ways,  by  Deniza- 
tion, and  by  Naturalization;  Denization 
by  the  King's  Letters  receivse  him  into 
the  Company,  as  a  new  man,  capable  to 
purchase  and  transmit  lands,  but  he 
could  not  inherit  hauls."  (Bacon's  Abgt. 
1,  79.)  This  fact  was  doubtless  the  cause 
o;  tins  .u.iun  \i\  JLasi  dreetiwicu.  Daniel 
Ayrault,  was  a  son  of  Pierre  Ayrault, 
one  of  the  French  Huguenots,  who  bought 
lands  in  that  town.  The  entire  Colony 
denied  the  validity  of  the  titles  oi  these 
Huguenots  to  the  Lands  which  they  sup- 
posed they  had  bought  of  certain  Massa- 
chusetts men.  A  person  granted  Deniza- 
tion could  not  himself  inherit;  but  his 
children  could  inherit;  and  this  was  pre- 
cisely the  case  with  Ayrault.  lie  removed 
a  few  years  later  to  Newport,  where 
with  no  further  action,  he  was  admitted 
to  all  the  political  privileges  of  a  Free- 
man, and  was  a  subject  of  the  English 
crown.  I  have  shown  that  the  power  of 
Naturalization  ;  or  the  admission  of  Free- 
men; and  of  course  of  Denization,  lay 
in  the  Governor  and  Company,  and 
hence  not  in  the  General  Assembly;  but 
that  body  usurped  the  power  about  1753. 
and  it  was  also  usurped  by  the  Superior 
Court.  There  were  eleven  Foreigners 
naturalized  by  the  General  Assembly  be- 
tween the  years  1753-1766.  In  each  case 
a  specific  statute  was  enacted.  Stephen 
Decatur,  grandfather  of  Commodore 
Decatur,  born  at  Geneva,  a  Swiss,  but  a 
subject  of  the  French  King,  Feb.,  1753, 
a  Frenchman;  Peter  MorialL  a  French- 
man, Aug.,  1753;  Ami  Decotay,  a  sub- 
ject of  Geneva,  Feb.,  1754;  Christian 
Mayer,    native    of    Luxemburg    in    Ger- 


many, May,  1755;  Nicholas  Batter,  as 
his  name  appears  in  the  printed  books; 
but  in  the  original  manuscript  it  is  "Ig- 
natius," "a  subject  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,"  May,  1750;  John  Auriel, 
"subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty," 
June,  1750;  Guillaume  Albrespry,  "a  sub- 
ject of  the  French  King."'  August,  1750; 
James  Lucena,  a  Portuguese,  Feb.,  1761 ; 
John  Morall,  a  Spaniard,  Aug.,  1762; 
Pierre  Le  Roy,  "  a  subject  oi  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  June,  1763;  James 
Van  Gilst,  a  "subject  of  the  States  Gen- 
eral," the  Netheralnds,  June,  1766. 
These  apparent!}  covered  the  business, 
so  far  as  the  General  Assembly  was  con- 
cerned, until  after  the  Revolution.  Lu- 
cena  was  naturalized,  because  he  pre- 
tended that  he  could  make  "Castile 
Soap."  But  a  large  number  were  nat- 
uralized to  save  their  necks,  while  serv- 
ing upon  Privateers,  sailing  from  New- 
port during  the  French  wars,  then  ex- 
isting. The  presumption  is  fair,  that  the 
General  Assembly  gave  no  regard  to  the 
law,  then  standing  upon  the  statute  book 
(Digest  1744,  5).  under  which  a  Roman 
Catholic  was  debarred  from  being  ad- 
mitted a  Freeman.  Nor  did  the  General 
Assembly  make  any  use  of  the  "Clause 
of  Denization"  in  the  Charter;  or  were 
these  men  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  Prot- 
estants? Concerning  every  one  of  these 
naturalizations  there  exists  the  taint  of 
money.  Mr.  Arnold  thus  describes  the 
policy  of  the  colony:  "Ir  was  a  cle>sc 
corporation  and  has  ever  remained  so; 
the  right  to  be  admitted  a  Freeman,  or 
even  to  be  naturalized,  was  purely  a 
civil  one.  depending  upon  the  views,  that 
Town  Councils;  or  the  General  Assem- 
bly; or  the  Courts  might  take  of  the 
merits  of  each  case."  (Arnold's  Hist.  R. 
I.,  2,  406.)  It  might  be  inferred  from  this 
statement,  that  the  rights  of  a  Freeman, 
exceeded  the  rights  of  a  naturalized  cit- 
izen, but  .such  is  not  the  case;  and, again, 
lie  is  in  error— Town  Councils  had  no 
power  to  act  in  such  cases.  Me  is  cer- 
tainly   correct,    as    to    it-    being   "a    clc^e 
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corporation,  and  has  ever  remained  so." 
This  attitude  of  the  colony  towards  for- 
eigners clearly  appears  in  a  statute  en- 
acted in  17_'8,  imposing  a  fine,  or  tax, 
upon  any  Foreigner  whoattempted  "trad- 
ing" in  the  Colony  (Digest  of  1730,  p. 
159).  A  statute  was  enacted  in  1729,  to 
prevent  shipmasters  from  bringing  for- 
eigners into  the  Colony;  a  Bond  for 
Fifty  pounds,  with  security,  was  re- 
quired from  every  shipmaster,  who  landed 
a  foreigner.  This  statute  was  re-enacted 
in  1767.  in  the  Digest  of  that  year.  Here 
by  antithesis  I  note  the  views  of  Fran- 
cis Bacon.  He  seems  to  have  been  the 
first  to  use  the  word  "Naturalization"  in 
its  present  meaning  in  1612-1625.  I  will 
give  his  view?:  "AH  State?  that  arc  lib 
eral  of  naturalization  towards  strangers 
are  fit  for  Empire."  (Bacon's  Essays, 
1S7.)  "The  Spartans  were  a  nice  people 
in  point  of  naturalization"  (Essays 
1S7.)  ''Never  any  state  was.  in  this  point. 
so  open  to  receive  strangers  into  their 
body  as  were  the  Romans ;  their  man- 
ner was  to  grant  naturalization,  which 
they  called  jus  civitatis."  (  Essays,  IBS) 
Now, comes  Spain,  most  significant  of  all, 
"Spain  had  not  the  usage  to  naturalize 
liberally;  yet  they  had  what  was  next  to 
it;  to  employ  almost  indifferently  all  na- 
tions, in  their  militia  of  ordinary  sol- 
diers" (Essays  18S).  I  resume.  in 
March.  1789,  Samuel  Elam,  a  Tew,  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  Assembly,  stat- 
ing that  he  came  from  Leeds,  England ; 
but  since  the  Peace  he  had  dwelt  in  the 
United  States;  and  now  desired  to  be- 
come a  citizen  of  Rhode  Island;  and 
prayed  this  Assembly  to  pass  an  Act  for 
his  naturalization.  The  Assembly  enact- 
ed "that  the  said  Samuel  Elam,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  naturalized,  and  declared  a 
citizen  of  this  State."  Upon  taking  an 
oath,  "he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
Rights.  Liberties.  Privileges,  and  Im- 
munities of  a  natural,  freeborn,  citizen  of 
this  State"  (Acts  &  Resolves,  March, 
1789,  p.  11.  This  act  took  place  about 
the  10th  day  of  the  month.  The  question 
turns    upon    the    power   of    the    General 


Assembly  to  grant  naturalizations  at  that 
time.  It  was  done  March  10.  On  the 
4th  <u'  March.  [7S9,  the  U.  S.  Constitu- 
tion, having  been  adopted  by  nine  states, 
went  into  effect.  Rhode  Island  had  not 
ratified  it;  but  it  was  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Rhode  Island  was 
one  of  the  United  States,  she  never  hav- 
ing  seceded. 

At  this  session,  the  General  Assembly 
naturalized  an  English  subject,  John 
Stanford.  If,  at  the  time,  the  General 
Assembly  was  acting  under  the  chartei 
of  Charles  the  Second,  it  could  not  nat- 
uralize  an    English   subject. 

The  printed  Records  contain  no  refer- 
ence to  the  Stanford  case,  but  it  can  be 

March,  1789;  nor  does  it  appear  in  the 
Index  to  the  Acts  and  Resolves.  It  was 
a  direct  violation  of  the  charter.  An 
English  subject  did  not,  under  the  char- 
ter, require  naturalization  to  become  a 
citizen  of  Rhode  Island;  consult  the  sub 
ject  "Indenization,'  in  the  Charter  of 
1663  (Laws  of  R.  I.  17 j 9.  p.  7).  By 
I  this  act  the  General  Assembly  admits 
j  that  the  Charter  of  1663  had  ceased  to 
exist,   and   to   give    English   subjects   the 
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right?  of  citizenship  here.  It  also  nat- 
uralized a  Jew;  which  was  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  English  Statutes,  which 
provided  "that  a  Jew  upon  residing 
seven  years  in  any  of  the  American  col- 
onies without  being  absent  above  two 
months  at  a  time,  shall,  upon  taking  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  adjuration,  or 
en  affirmation,  be  naturalized  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  as  if  they  had  been 
born  in  this  Kingdom,  except  as  to  sit- 
ting in  Parliament:  holding  offices;  or 
grants  of  Land  (Blackstone's  Com.  cp. 
10,  v.  i.  305.)  In  direct  conflict  with 
these  conditions,  the  General  Assembly  ^ 
not  the  people,  proceeded  to  elect  Eiam,  a 
senator  of  Rhode  Island.  The  action  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  this  naturaliza- 
tion of  a  Tew,  Eiam,  was  in  direct  con-" 
flict  with  a  Decree  of  the  Superior 
Court.     This  was  the  case. 

In  1762  two  Jews,  Aaron  Lopez  and 
Tsaac  Elizar,  petitioned  the  Superior 
Court  for  naturalization.  The  petition 
was  denied  on  the  ground  that  "no  per- 
son who  doc-  not  profess  the  Christian 
religion  can  be  admitted  tree  of  this 
colony"  (Records  Superior  Court  at 
Newport.   Book   E,   p.    184). 

This  was  indeed  the  lav;  of  Rhode  isl- 
and, in  accordance  with  the  law  first- 
printed    in    the    Digest    of    J7*9-       The 


statute  provided  that  "all  men  profess- 
ing Christianity  *  *  *  shall  be  ad- 
mitted Freemen/'  But  there  was  never 
a  man,  naturalized,  nor  admitted  Free. 
who  was  asked,  do  you  profess  Chris- 
tianity? It  was  a  dead  letter  from  the 
moment  of  its  appearance.  This  law  was 
in  direct  conflict  with  the  fundamental 
principle  on  which  the  Colony  was 
founded,  f  affirm  that  all  the  liberty  of 
conscience  that  ever  1  plea' led  for,  turns 
upon  these  two  hinges,  that  none  of  the 
papists,  protectants.  Jews  or  Turks,  be 
forced  to  come  to  the  Ship's  prayers  or 
worship,  nor  compelled  from  their  own 
particular  prayer-  or  worship  if  they 
practice  any."  (Letters  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, p.  279.) 


Beauties  of  Samuel  Johnson,  consist- 
ing of  maxims  and  observations  and  bio- 
graphical anecdotes.  London,  1797.  $3.00. 
It  has  a  rare  and  unknown  Book  Plate 
printed.    "C.  A.  Whitman's  Property,"  etc 


Paul  Marcoy's  Travels  in  South 
America,  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  illustrated  with  525  en- 
gravings on  wood,  and  10  maps  drawfl 
by  Mar  coy.  The  English  edition,  but 
with  a  New  York  imprint.  Price  was 
$15.     For  this  cop)'  $5  will  be  accepted. 


BOOK  NOTES 

HISTORICAL,    LITERARY    AND    CRITICAL. 

CONDUCTED    BY 

SIDNEY   vS.    RIDER, 

#3    ALMY  STREET,  .......  PROVIDENCE,    R.    I. 

Entered  as  Second  class  Matter,  at  the  Providence,   R.   I.   Post  Office. 


50  Cents  per  annum.     Fortnightly. 
Single  Copy  5  Cents. 


Saturday,  Oct. 7  ,  1905. 


Vol  22. 
No.   20. 


THE  RHODE  ISLAND  JEWS 
IN    HISTORY. 


A  New  York  Jew  enquired  of  certain 
parties  here  "regarding  the  objection 
once  made  by  Massachusetts  to  the 
election  of  a  Jew  to  the  senate  of  Rhode 
Island."  He  continues,  "I  have  also 
communicated  with  members  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  in  Providence  and  New- 
port, who  might  be  supposed  to  know 
what  Mr.  N.  H.  Gould  referred  to  in 
his  letter  (of  1870  concerning  the  work- 
ing of  Masonic  Degrees  in  Newport  in 
1656),  but  they  can  give  me  no  an- 
swer." Being  unable  to  answer  these 
questions,  the  persons  to  whom  this  Jew- 
sent  them,  brought  them  to  the  writer, 
for  a  solution.  A  complete  and  accurate  j 
answer  was  given  in  Book  Notes,  for  j 
July  1st,  last.  '  Unfortunately,  my  answer  1 
to  the  Jew's  enquiry  did  not  give  that  ! 
satisfaction  which  is  so  desirable.  So 
this  Jew,  (one  Samuel  Oppenheim  by 
name),  comes  at  me  with  a  paper  en- 
titled "Some  False  Statements, Regard- 
ing a  Jewish  Senator,  of  -Rhode  Island; 
and.  also  the  Early  Israelites  of  Newport 
Exposed.  How  History  is  Distorted  by 
a  Professed  Rhode  Island  Historian." 
This  paper  was  published,  in  a  Jew  per- 
iodical, for  August,  1905,  in  New  York, 
"the  Menorah,"  under  a  running  title, 
Je:,s  of  Newport  in  History.     He       be- 


gins by  saying,  that  I,  (Sidney  S. 
Rider)  "claims  to  be  an  authority  on 
Rhode  Island  History,"  and  continues  by 
saymg  that  1  wrote  "a  fourteen-column 
article""  on  th**  questions  he  had  asked. 
I  deny  that  I  claim  to  be  an  authority 
"on  R.  I.  History,"  and  instead  of  a 
fourteen-column  article  my  papers  were 
exactly  sixty-eight  inches  in  length  (68) 
while  his  attack  upon  me  was  138  inches 
in  length,  both  being  of  the  same  width 
of  column.  Such  statements  are  fine  il- 
lustrations of  this  Jew's  idea  of  the 
truth,    in    historical    research. 

The  Jew  continues,  "disproofs  will 
now  be  given  of  at  least  two  of  the  main 
statements  of  the  article  and  their  falsity 
shown;  these,  two  statements  relate,  first, 
to  the  Jewish  Senator;  and,  secondly,  to 
the  record  of  the  deed  from  Dickens,  to 
Campanall  and  Pacheckoc,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 2S.  1677.  The  existence  of  this 
deed  is  denied  by  the  (professed  histor- 
ian) and  upon  such  denial  is  based  the 
claim  that  there  were  no  Jews  in  New- 
port prior  to  1684,  when  they  were  first 
mentioned  in  the  printed  colonial  Rec- 
ords, and  that  therefore  they  could  not 
have  exercised  Masonic  rites  there,  in 
1656."  (The  August  Menorah,  p.  80 
The  Jew  says  that  I  denied  record,  and 
second  that  /  denied  the  existence  of  the 
Deed  of  1677.  My  exact  language,  as 
given    by   this   Jew,    (p.     86)      is      'The 
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Jewish  cemetery  exists,  bul   1 1  lis  deed  is 
not  at  pic-scut  to  be  found."     This  does 
not  deny  a   record,  nor  does   it   deny  the 
existence  of  the  Deed.     Peterson  said  it 
was  in   Land   Evidence   Record,   Book  3, 
p.   11.  This  book  is  not  in  trie  Recorder's 
office.     Then  I  said  :  "The  town  Records 
of    Newport    show    no    such    record    to- 
day."    Here  I  was  in  error.     I  made  the 
statement  as  given  to  me  by  David   Ste- 
vens,    City    Recorder    of    Deeds,    who    is 
also   the    City    Clerk.     Mr.    Stevens   sub- 
sequently found  a   record  made  in  Book  1 
42,    in    1872.      Hence    my    statement    was  j 
not    fal-e ;    it    was    erroneous.      The    Re-  j 
corder    of    Deeds,    who     is     supposed    to  ' 
have    ilit-    custody    of    all    deeds,    could 
give    me    no    information.      It    has    since 
been   found,   in   the   Town   Clerk's   office,  j 
and  I  will  come  specifically  to  it,  in  an-  \ 
other    paper,    where    I    will    show    that  1 
this   pretended   Deed   of   land,   for   a  Jew  j 
cemetery  in  1677,  is  neither  more  nor  less  i 
than  a  deliberate  fraud,  made  by  Gould,  j 
Tt    will    make    a    new    chapter    in    Rhode  I 
Island    History. 

But  it  has  no  reference  whatever  to  the  ! 
two  questions   raised  by  this   New   York  j 
Jew.      Did    any    Jew    perform     Masonic  j 
rites  in  Newport  in  1656,  or  1658?     The 
statement  rests   upon  a  pretended   docu- 


ment claimed  in  1853,  to  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  X.  H.  Gould  of  Newport. 

The  Gould  document  relating  to  the 
working  of  Masonry,  by  Jews,,  in  1656- 
[65S,  was  a  deliberate  fabrication,  by 
Gould.  It  was  written  upon  a  piece  of 
paper,  one-eighth  of  a  sheet  of  letter  pa- 
per, as  letter  paper  was  made  in  1850. 
Acid  was  tised  to  produce  the  appear- 
ance of  antiquity,  and  to  eat  oft  the 
figures  which  Gould  desired  to  remove. 
Gould  then  allowed  Peterson  to  use  the 
precious  fraud.  This  "clergyman,"  who 
had  fled  from  Massachusetts,  to  escape 
prosecution  for  certain  alleged  criminal 
accusations,  used  Gould's  fabrication, but 
his  citations  are  fabrications,  as  vile  as 
was  the  "document"  itself.  Denials  by 
this  New  York  Jew  have  no  historical 
force  in  the  face  of  these  accusations,  and 
]  give  him  notice  that  1  will  hold  him 
sternly    to    positive    evidence.  Gould 

worked  his  fraud  on  Peterson,  and  then 
cited  Peterson  as  evidence  of  the  fact. 
This  Jew  admits  this  citation  by  Gould 
(page  84),  and  then  defends  Gould, 
thus  "who  was  an  honest,  honored  and 
respected  citizen  of  Newport"  (Menorah, 
p.  84).  I  assert  that  Gould  was  a  man 
whose  word  was  a  by -word  among  the 
Free  Masons  of  Newport — in  truth,  no- 
torious.   Concerning   the<e  matters  of  Ma- 
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sonry;  they  arc  the  precise  questions 
which  this  Jew  asked,  "1  have  also  com- 
municated with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  Providence  and  Newport,  but  they 
can  give  me  no  information.''  Let  me 
assist  them.  "Evidently  no  great  reliance 
could  be  given  to  such  a  scrap  of  paper 
even  were  its  genuineness  assured.  It 
lacks  the  support  of  corroborative  evi- 
dence. Jn  this  connection  the  writer  may 
mention  the  fact  that  he  participated  with 
Bros.  \Y.  S.  Gardner  and  Thomas  A. 
Doyle  in  a  careful  examination  of  this 
whole  subject  relating  to  the  supposed 
establishment  c«*  Free  Masonry  in  New- 
port about  the  middle  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury; and  the  result  of  this  investigation 
ga\e  absolute!)  nu  support  to  llic  Lid.- 
tlition."  (Rugg's  Hist.  Free  Masonry  in 
R.  I.,  1895,  page  31-33).  I  remark  that 
there  was  no  tradition,  but  the  actual  pre- 
sentation of  a  document  which  was  con- 
sidered. Here  follows  Thomas  A. 
Doyle's  statement;  he  "participated"  with 
Mr.    Rugg : 

Providence,  December,   1S70. 
Dear  Sir  and  M.  W.  Brother: 

As"  to  the  statement  in  Peterson's  His- 
tory of  Rhode  Island  that  Masonry  was 


|  worked  in  this  state  from  165S  to  174-?,  I 
can  only  say  that  from  the  be-;  informa- 
tion 1  can  obtain  in  regard  to  that  His- 
tory, the  statement  is  not  to  be  taken  as 
a  fact  unless  supported  by  other,  relia- 
ble testimony.  \\  hat  he  has  said  about 
Masonry  is,  1  understand,  asserted  upon 

j  the  authority  of  documents  in  the  pos- 
session of  W.  Br.  N.  H.  Gould.  1  have 
made  many  enquiries  about  these  docu- 
ments of  brethren  in  Newport,  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  others,  and  do 
not  rind  that  any  one  has  seen  them; 
neither  do  the  brethren  believe  that  any 

j  proof  exists  of  the  truth  of  Peterson's 
statement.     From  Brother  Gould's  letter 

j  to  you  it  would  seem   that  the  only  au- 

iion  of  Peterson  is  a  document  showing 
j  that  in  1656  or  1658.  somebody  met  some 
1  other  persons  at  some  house  in  Newport 

and  ''gave  Abm  Moses  the  degree  of 
!  Maconrie."  This  may  have  occurred  then 
j  and  there,  just  as  it  is  stated;  but  if  so, 
;  it  is  no  authority  for  the  statement  that 

a  lodge  of  Masons  existed  then,  in  New- 
|  port;  or  that  there  was  any  legal  Ma- 
;  sonic  authority  for  the  work  (alleged  to 
I  have  been)    done;  or  that  any  other  per- 
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son  was  ever  legally  made  a  Mason  in 
Newport  between  1658  and  1742.  My 
own  opinion  is  that  the  first  lawful  Lodge 
of  Masons  ever  convened  in  this  juris- 
diction was  the  one  which  met  in  New- 
port in  1749,  under  the  authority  of  K. 
\Y.  Thomas  Oxnard,  Provincial  Grand 
Master  of  Massachusetts,  which  lodge 
has  exsited  ever  since  that  time;  and  is 
now  known  as  Saint  John's  Lodge. 
Yours  truly  and   fraternally, 

THOMAS  A.  DOYLE, 
Grand    Master    of    Masons     in     Rhode 
Island. 

M.  W.  WILLIAM  S.  GARDINER, 
Grand   Master  of   Masons   in   Massachu- 
setts. 

I  follow  with  the  third  "participator" 
with  Mr.  Rugg,  to  wit.,  William  S. 
Gardiner,  then  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  Massachusetts.  Here  follows  his 
opinion : 

"It  is  almost  impossible  to  treat  this 
story  with  the  attention  which  the  sub- 
ject demands.  It  bears  upon  its  face  the 
utter  refutation  of  the  assertion  made 
by  the  Rev.  Edward  Peterson  and  of  the 
claim  made  by  Br.  J.  1.  Gould  of  Con- 
necticut. It  is  unnecessary  to  argue  that 
admitting    everything    in    the    letter    (of 


X.  II.  Gould  to  William  S.  Gardiner, 
Esq.,)  to  be  true,  it  affords  no  proof,  not 
even  the  probability  of  the  existence  of 
Masonry  in  Rhode  Isalnd  previous  to  its 
introduction  there  by  the  Provincial 
Grand  lxidge  of  Massachusetts,  about 
1749.  Fragmentary  pieces  of  paper,  con- 
taining partly  illegible  writing  in  the 
handwriting  of  no  person  known 
"mdiius  filius"  are  not  sufficient  to  con- 
trovert well  established  historical  facts. 
If  the  Rev.  Edward  Peterson  carefully 
examined  the  weatherworn  fragment  of 
paper  and  made  his  statement  upon  the 
faith  and  credit  of  this  token,  then  we 
need  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in 
Rhode  Island,  his  History  is  not  recog- 
nized as  an  authority." 

This  entire  correspondence  took  place 
in  December,  1870.  It  was  all  printed 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Mass.  Grand 
Lodge,  in  187J  ;  and  Nathan  H.  Gould 
left  Newport  for  Texas,  never  to  return. 
Here  I  rest  upon  this  precise  question; 
I    trust  happily  for  this  New   York  Jew. 

The  only  other  real  question, 
asked  by  this  New  York  Jew, 
was  "  regarding         the        objection 

once  made  by  Massachusetts  to 
the   election   of   a   Jew   to   the   senate   of 
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Rhode  Island."  But  the  Jew  gives  no 
evidence  that  Massachusetts  ever  made 
any  objection.  He  took  his  statement 
straight  from  Nathan  H.  Gould.  Let 
him  show,  to  whom  Gould  referred, 
when  he  (Gould;  made-  the  statement. 
1  have  held  that  Gould  referred  to  Sam- 
uel Elam;  and  that  Elam  was  a  Jew;  and 
that  his  naturalization  was  unlawful; 
and  that  this  election  to  the  R.  1.  senate 
was  also  unlawful.  Thereupon,  this  X'ew 
York  Jew  writes,  "with  respect  to  the 
legality  of  Elam's  election,  the  opinion 
of  the  editor  of  Book  Notes,  is  not  that 
of  a  court.  If  there  had  been  any  doubt 
on  that  point  it  would  have  been  raised 
at  the  time;  and  if  it  was  raised,  and 
he  held  his  seat,  as  stated,  that  fact  is 
an  answer  to  any  criticism  upon  the 
regularity  of  his  election.  If  not  raised 
at  the  time,  the  raising  of  it  now  will 
not  cause  it  to  be  determined  by  any 
competent  authority."  Nevertheless,  I  am 
going  to  try.  Unfortunately,  we  have 
no  court  in  Rhode  Island  holding  juris- 
diction in  matters  of  historical  research. 
In  my  former  paper  I  showed,  and  cited 
the  authority,  that  Elam  was  elected  a 
senator,    not    by    the    people,   but    by    the 


General  Assembly  itself,  acting  in  grand 
committee.  Such  an  act  could  not  then, 
nor  can  it  now,  be  legally  done,  by  any 
legislative  body  in  this  country.  No  Jew 
living  can  disprove  this  fact;  nor  can 
the  opinion  of  any  court  overthrow   it. 

Rhode  Island  had  no  court   then  com- 
petent   to   give    such   an   opinion,    for    the 
reason    that    the    General    Assembly    had 
made    itself,    in    violation   of  all    law.   the 
court    of    las    resort.      This    Jew    knows 
nothing  whatever  of  the  case,  nor  of  the 
law.      Moreover,    his    statements    in    this 
paragraph  are  specifically  false,     lie  has 
admitted    that    Massachusetts    raised    ob- 
jection  to   such  an  election,  as   well   she 
might  have  done;  and  in  the  above  para- 
graph he  denies  his  own   statement,      lie 
further  says,  "He,  Elam,  held  his  seat  as 
stated."    It  is  pure  fiction  ;  Elam  held  his 
seat    only    until    the    people    could    come 
to    the    cptestion,    and    lost    his    seat    at 
j  the  next  election  for  senators. 
{       I    have   now    shown,    that    there   exists 
I  at   present   no   known    evidence   that   any 
j  Jews    existed    in    Newport    in    1656;    or 
.  ever    exercised    Masonry    there,    and      I 
;  have    shown    that    the    election    of    Elam 
j  whether  he  was  Jew,  Gentile  or  Quaker, 
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was  an  abominable  outrage,  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Assembly.  I  will  show- 
why  I  believe  Elam  was  a  Jew;  in  fact, 
this  New  York  Jew,  Oppenheim,  does 
not  himself  deny  that  Elam  was  a  Jew, 
I  will  show  how,  and  why,  Jews  be- 
came Quakers;  and  whether  a  Jew 
ceased  to  be  a  Jew,  by  attending  Quaker 
meetings.  '  I  will  show  the  kind  of  a 
Quaker  which  Elam  was.  In  truth,  the 
question  grows  in  interest. 

"THE  MANOR  OF  EAST  GREEN- 
WICH IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
KENT,"  is  the  title  to  a  paper  in  the 
American  Historical  Revietv,  for  Octo- 
ber, 1905,  written  by  Edward  P.  Chey- 
ney. The  writer  cite:  the  phrase  from 
the  Rhode  Island  charter  (among 
others)  of  1663,  to  wit,  "It  is  provided 
that  the  land  is  to  be  held  of  the  King  of 
England  as  of  the  Manor  of  East  Green- 
wich, in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  free 
and  common  Soccage,  and  not  in  capitc, 
or  by  Knight's  Service."  Then  Mr. 
Cheyney  continues :  "The  question  nat- 
urally arises  whether  there  is  any  par- 
ticular significance  in  this  often  repeated 
expression,  and  if  so  what.  Why  should 
land  granted  in  the  New  World  be  held 
from  some  manor  and  not  from  the 
Crown  direct?"  The  gentleman's  ques- 
tion is  extraordinary.  No  land  granted 
in  these  charters  was  held  "from  some 
manor,''  as  he  writes;  but  was  held 
from  the  King,  but  held  after  the  form 
in  which  men  in  the  County  of  Kent  held 
their  lands;  as  did  the  King  himself, 
hold  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich  in 
the  County  of  Kent.  The  gentleman's 
second  question  is  not  less  extraordi- 
nary, thus :  "Why  was  free  and  com- 
mon soccage  preferred  to  Knight's  Ser- 
vice?''' Such  a  question  is  most  extra- 
ordinary, by  an  American  writer,  in  the 
20th  century.  After  writing  many  pages 
of  much  learning,  Mr.  Cheyney  declares 
"th<  re  is  no  means  of  discovering  with 
certainty  the  reason  for  the  choice  of 
East  Greenwich."  Thus  Mr.  Cheyney 
closes:     "Apart  from  such     vague     sug- 


gestions as  these,  the  result  of  inquiry 
into  the  meaning,  and  significance  of  the 
familiar  expression  of  the  charters,  \i 
negative  rather  than  positive.  East 
Greenwich  was  no  different  from  any 
other  manor;  its  customs  were  not  pe- 
culiar; its  tenure  was  not  especially 
significant."  This  seems  extraordinary, 
and  I  differ  radically  from  the  gentle- 
man. The  King's  title  to  East  Green- 
wich, was  radically  different  from  the 
King's  title  to  any  other  manor,  in  any 
other  county  in  England ;  its  customs 
were  radically  different  from  any  other 
county  and  were  thus  peculiar  and 
were  specially  significant,  and  the  whole 
question  turns  upon  these  peculiarities. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  Land 
Tenure  clause  in  the  Charter  of  Charles 
the  Second",  creating  the  colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  1663.  Whoever  laid  the  lines 
upon  which  this  charter  was  constituted, 
the  parties  are  as  yet  unknown.  John 
Clark  was  instructed,  but  by  whom,  and 
how  instructed,  we  do  not  know  ;  or.  the 
charter  itself  is  our  only  guide.  The 
work  of  the  Arnolds  is  apparent.  Bene- 
dict Arnold  was  made  the  first  Governor, 
and  the  lands  supposed  to  be  owned  by 
William  Arnold  at  Pawtuxet,  are  men- 
tioned in  the  charter  as  the  Town  of 
Pazi'tuxket  (Digest  of  Laws,  1719).  This 
spelling  was  changed  in  the  subsequent 
Digests,  but  the  town  was  never  created. 
William  Brenton's  interest  is  clear;  ho 
claimed  the  lands  on  the  Eastern  shore 
o'  Narragansett,  and  they  were  included 
in  the  boundaries.  The  charter  was  the 
work  of  the  Newport  cabal,  hence  the 
name  '"'Rhode  Island"  was  substituted 
for  '"Providence."  But  there  was  one 
extraordinary  exception,  to  wit,  the  in- 
terest of  William  Harris;  and  in  which 
he  received  no  doubt  the  support  of 
both  the  Arnolds.;  This  last  interest 
centers  in  the  Land  Tenure  clause,  which 
i-  in  the  following  language:  "To  be- 
holden of  us.  our  heirs  and  successors 
a^  of  the  manner  of  East  Greenwich,  in 
our   County   of  Kent,   in   free   and    com- 
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mon  soccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
Kuight's  service"  (Digest  of  Laws,  1719, 
p.  7).  In  1078,  William  Harris  wrote 
his  Last  Will  and  Testament.  There 
exists  in  it  this  remarkable  language: 
His  children  were  bequeathed  certain 
lands  "according  to  ye  custom  of  Gavel- 
kind land  equally  to  be  divided,"  again, 
"His,  her,  and  their  just  and  equal  parts 
of  land  according  to  ye  custom  of  Gavel- 
kind land,  as  in  ye  laws  expressed  & 
as  by  ye  King's  Patent  to  this  collony 
saith,  according  to  ye  custome  of  his 
manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  Kent, 
which  by  Lambath  preambulations,  &c, 
are  intended  custome  of  Gavelkind,  that 
is  to  say,  if  male  heirs,  then  ye  land  to 
he  enuallv  divided  nniong  them,  Tt  no 
male  heirs,  then  to  be  divided  among 
ye  female  heirs,  according  to  which  said 
custome  I  have  entailed  my  said  land  to 
my  said  fourth  Generation  upon  these 
following  considerations, — First,  that  if 
it  so  come  to  passe  yt  my  son  Andrew, 
or  his  son,  or  sons,  daughter,  or  daugh- 
ters, should  be  in  time  to  come,  of  any 
such  opinion,  as  by  reason  thereof,  either 
Envie  raised,  or  laws  Enacted,  or  prose- 
cuted to,  or  for;  or  supposed  premineere 
(praemunire),  or  for  any  supposed 
crime,  that  in  all  such  case,  or  cases,  no 
person  may  so  falsely  accuse  in  any  hope 
to  obtain  to  any  other  person,  ye  said 
land  by  any  such  means,  but  yt  my  now 
said  land  might  then  notwithstanding  de- 
send  ec  come  to  my  said  Grand  children 
that  according  to  ye  custome  of  Gavel- 
kind land  shall  then  inherttt"  (Provi- 
dence Early  Records,  v.  6.  50-52). 

The  refreence  in  the  Will  to  Lambath 
perambulation,  means  to  a  book  entitled 
"Lambarde's  Perambulations  of  Kent," 
a  county  in  England.  From  this  book 
we  have  sought  the  meaning  of  Mr. 
Harris's  reference.  In  order  to  under- 
stand the  land  tenure  of  the  charter,  we 
must  understand  the  land  tenure  of  Kent. 
For  this  purpose  I  have  obtained  a  copy 
of  Lambard's  book,  of  the  edition  of 
1656.  for  it  must  have  been  this  edition 
•that    Harris     used;    he    owned    a     copy. 


From  this  book  I  make  the  following 
extracts  : 

William  the  Conqueror  (Duke  of 
Normandy),  invaded  England,  A.  D. 
106O.  Having  overthrown  Harold  and 
captured  Loudon,  he  "marched  his  Army 
toward  the  Castle  of  Dover,  thinking 
thereby  to  have  brought  in  subjection 
this  county  of  Kent  also  *  *  the  com- 
mon people  ran  forthwith  to  weapon ; 
and  meeting  the  Duke  (William  the 
Conqueror)  said :  "The  Commons  of 
Kent,  most  noble  Duke,  are  ready  to 
offer  thee  either  Peace  or  Warr,  at  thine 
own  choice  and  election.  Peace  with 
their  faithful  obedience,  if  thou  wilt  per- 
mit them  to  enjoy  their  ancient  Liber- 
TWO— Add  Book  Note*  ^r. . 

ties';  Warr,  and  the  most  deadly,  if  thou 
deny  it  them"  (pages  25-26).  "When 
the  Duke  heard  this  he  more  wisely  than 
willingly  yielded  to  their  request"  (p. 
26). 

Among  these  "ancient  liberties,"  was 
the  tenure  of  gavelkind,  which,  until  the 
coming  of  William  the  Conqueror  "had 
been  general"  in  all  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land. Mr.  Lambarde,  writing  in  1570, 
said:  "Neither  be  they  (the  men  of 
Kent)  so  much  bounden  to  the  Gentry 
by  copyhold;  or  customary  tenures,  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  western  counties 
of  the  realm  .be.  nor  all  endangered  by, 
the  feeble  hold  of  tenant  right,  as  the 
common  people  in  the  northern  parts  be, 
for  copyhold  tenure  is  rare  in  Kent;  and 
tenant  right  not  heard  of  at  all ;  but  in 
place  of  these,  the  custom  of  Gavelkind 
prevailing  everywhere ;  in  manner  every 
man  is  a  Freeholder"  (Perambulations 
in    Kent,  9). 

"This    shire    even    to    this    day    (1570) 

enjoyeth    the    custome    of    give    all    kin 

discent;   dower   of   the  moytie;    freedom 

of   birth    (from    corruption    of   blood   by 

j  attainder),     and     sundry     other     usages 

•  much,     different     from     other     counties" 

j   (Perambulations   in   Kent,    1656,  p.   25). 

i  Concerning    East    Greenwich,    in    Kent. 

j  Mr.  Lambarde  says  the  Manor  belonged 

I  to  the  Abbot  of  Gaunt  in  Flanders,  till 
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such  time  as  Henry  the  6th,  about  A.  D. 
1460,  seizing  it  into  his  hands  by  occa- 
sion of  warr,  bestowed  it  upon  the  Char- 
ter House  Monks  of  Sheene.  It  remain- 
ed theirs  until  Henry  the  8th  annexed 
it  to  the  crown,  about  A.  D.  1535.  (Per- 
ambulations in  Kent,  1640,  pp.  472,  3.) 
li  is  the  lands  upon  which  Greenwich 
Hospital  now  stands,  on  the  Thames, 
four  miles  below  London  Bridge. 

Gavelkind  tenure,  which  had  been 
common  all  over  England,  was  extin- 
guished by  William  the  Conqueror,  in 
every  county  save  only  Kent.  Mr.  Black- 
stone  says:  "It  ordained,  among  other 
things,  that  not  the  eldest  son  only  of 
the  father  shall  succeed  to  his  inherit- 
ance, but  all  sons  alike;  and  that  though 
the  ancestor  be  -  attained,  and  hanged, 
yet  the  heir  shall  succeed  to  the  estate 
without  any  escheat  to  the  Lord" 
(Blackstone's  Commentaries.   1.  75). 

Gavelkind,  as  at  tenure,  is  not  mention- 
ed in  the  Charter;  but  it  was  the  funda- 
mental tenure  "of  the  Manor  of  Easst 
Greenwich,  in  the  County  of  Kent,"  and 
was  so  written  in  the  Charter;  and  un- 
der it  the  lands  even  of  a  criminal,  de- 
scended to  his  heirs:  and  this  leads  me 
to  a  curious  sequence  of  events.  Wil- 
liam Arnold  perpetrated  the  Forgeries 
of  the  Sachems  Deed  to  Roger  Williams, 
about  1658.  The  Forged  Deed  was  shown 
in  town  .  meeting-  in  1659,  but .  was  not 
delivered  to  the  town.  Four  years  later 
the  genuine  deed  was  placed  on  Record, 
in    1662;   but   Arnold's   Forgery  was  not 


placed  on  Record  until  1705.  The  Ar- 
nolds kept  it  in  their  possession  during 
called,  was  done  in  the  years  1659-1660. 
His  work  was  the  rankest  of  possible 
fraud-.  The  young  Sachems  were  de- 
ceived, and  defrauded  unmercifully;  and 
the  three  Deeds  were  bare  faced  lies. 
But  these  forgeries  and  frauds  made  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  a  new 
charter  covering  the  lands  acquired  by 
them.  This  work  was  at  once  entered 
upon  at  Newport  by  the  very  man  who 
executed  the  forgeries  and  the  frauds. 
In  1662,  secretly,  at  Newport,  the  clause 
concerning  the  "Manor  of  East  Green- 
wich, in  our  County  of  Kent."  was 
framed  out  of  the  book  "Lambarde's 
Perambulations  of  Kent,"  which  Harris 
had  brought,  from  England.  Instruc- 
tions were  sent  to  John  Clark  at  Lon- 
don concerning  the  structure  of  the  char- 
ter. These  instructions  are  to  this  day 
unknown.  The  charier  was  obtained, 
and  in  it  was  found  the  land  tenure 
clause  above  cited.  It  saved  the  lands  of 
all  criminals  of  whatever  degree  from 
escheat.  Did  the  King  suggest  if;  or 
was  John  Clark  in  such  a  position  that 
it  become  necessary:  or  would  Clark- 
have  dared  to  have  inserted  it,  save 
upon  instructions  from  Rhode  Island' 
It  was  the  work  of  William  and  Benedict 
Arnold  and  William  Brenton,  and  Wil 
ilam  Harris,  and  this  opinion  is  the  only 
one  possible  under  the  actually  known 
conditions. 
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THE    RHODE    ISLAND    JEWS    IN 
HISTORY. 

THE  JEWISH   CEMETERY 

Iii  continuation  of  this  investigation  I 
come  to  the  alleged  Deed  of  Land  to 
certain  and  uncertain  parties,  among 
them  two  men,  stated  to  be  Jews  by 
one  Dickens,  then  of  Newport,  for  "a 
burial  place".,  on  the  "28th  day  February, 
1677".  All  knowledge  of  the  existence 
or  execution  of  this  alleged  deed  today 
rests  upon  a  record,  in  book  42,  of  New- 
port Land  Evidence,  page  814.  This 
record  was  made  by  Benjamin  Marsh, 
2d.  then  recorder  and  city  clerk  of  New- 
port, on  the  5th  October,  1S72.  It  was 
on  Saturday  night  after  five  o'clock. 
This  record  is  very  extraordinary.  It 
was  written  doubtless  by  Marsh  himself, 
and  the  only  one  in  the  book  written 
by  him,  on  the  last  blank  page  in  the 
book,  and  on  the  back  of  another  (\ced, 
having  no  connection  with  it.  This 
book,  42,  has  no  in'dex.  The  date  of 
the  Deed  on  which  this  record  is  writ- 
ten is  Attgu st  27th.  1872.  There  were 
then  kept,  in  the  City  C'erk's  office,  a 
list  of  deeds,  brought  in  for  record  and 
signed  by  the  person  talcing  them  away. 
This  alleered  copy  was  brought  in  by 
Nathan  H.  Gould  and  by  him  taken 
away.  Following  his  signature  Gould 
wrote  the  words,  'Tor  Congregation". 
The    New    York    Jew    lawyer    who    ac- 


cused me  of  "making  false  statements" 
speaks  of  "the  congregation  owning  the 
Jewish  cemetery  at  Newport"  (Menorah, 
/vugusr,  1905.  p.  86).  Exactly  how  a 
"congregation"  could  hold  land  in  New- 
port, or  anywhere  else  in  Rhode  Island, 
without  an  act  of  incorporation,  a  char- 
ter, is  not  quite  apparent.  The  list  of 
charters  of  religious  bodies,  published  by 
this  State  in  1S73.  shows  no  charter  to 
a  congregation  of  Jews.  I  reproduce 
this  record,  now  for  the  first  time- 
printed  : 

THE    DEED    OF     1 6/7. 

This  witnesseth  that  T.  Nathaniel 
Dickens,  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island, 
cooper,  have  sold  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration in  hand  received  into  Mordi 
cay  Campanrial  &  Mo.ses  Pacha ekoe, 
Jews,  and  their  Nation,  Society,  or 
Friends,  a  piece  of  land  for  a  burial 
place,  being  in  dimentions  as  as  (sic) 
followeth,  that  is  to  say  a  peice  of  land 
thirty  foot  long  butting  south  west  upon 
the  Highway  that  leads  down  from  ye 
stone  mill  towards  Benjamin  Griffin'- 
Land,  and  thirty  foot  upon  ye  Line  cut- 
titter  Southeast  upon  John  Easton's  Land 
and  thirty  foot  upon  the  Line  north- 
west, cutting  upon  a  strip  of  Land  which 
ye  said  Nathaniel  Dicken=  ha!h  yet  re- 
maining betwixt  this  piece  of  Land  now 
-old  and  ye  land  now  belonging  unto 
Benjamin  Griffin,  and  ye  Line  northeast 
Butting    also    upon    ye     said    Nathaniel 
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Dickens  his  land  to  be  in  length  forty 
foot  which  said  parcell  of  land  in 
Dimensions  as  aforesaid  with  the  fences 
thereto  pertaining.  1  have  for  myself, 
my  heirs,  and  assignes  sold  unto  ye  said 
Jews,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  or  suc- 
cessors for  them  to  possess  and  enjoy, 
for  the  use  abovesaid  forever,  they  from 
henceforth  making'  and  maintaining  sub- 
stantial fences  round  ye  said  land,  but 
if  it  should  so  fall  out  that  ye  Jewes 
should  all  depart  the  Island  again  so 
as  that  there  shall  he  none  left  to  keep 
up  &  maintain  the  fences  as  aforesaid, 
then  the  said  Land  shall  return  again  to 
said  Nathaniel  Dickens,  his  heirs,  execu- 
tors, administrators,  or  assigns,  for  him 
or  them  to  possess  ana  enjoy  again  as 
freely  as  if  no  such  sale  had  been  made — 
and  in  witness  of  the  sale  hereof  the  said 
Nathaniel  Dickens  have  hereunto  set  his 
hand  &  seal  this  28th  day  of  February, 
1677.  NATHANIEL  DICKENS, 

his         mark 
and   seal. 

Entered  on  Record  and  compared  with 
with   the  original   December  22,   1678. 
THOMAS  WARD, 

Town    Clerk. 

Newport,  ss — The  above  and  foregoing 
is  a  true  copy  as  appears  on  Record  in 


the  book  of  Land  Evidences  of  New- 
port, No.  3,  page  11,  Newport,  October 
19th,  A.   D.   1767. 

Witness : 

WM.   CODD1NGTON, 

Town    Clerk. 

Received  to  be  re- recorded  Newport, 
October  5,  1872,  at  five  o'clock  p.  m., 
and   recorded  by 

BENJAMIN    MARSH,   2d, 

City    Clerk. 

Beneath  this  record  of  1872  is  writ- 
ten, "Entered  on  Record  and  compared 
with  the  original",  and  a  century  later, 
'"The  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy".  These  singular  paragraphs,  al- 
though a  century  apart,  are  clearly  the 
working  or  the  same  mind,  Couid  a 
man  in  1838  have  written  such  a  paper 
with  all  the  pretended  signatures?  The 
"copy"  is  dated  back  of  the  occupation 
by  the  British  army  of  Newport  in  1778. 
It  has  been  the  common  practice  to 
charge  any  missing  document,  which 
one  wanted,  but  con  hi  not  be  found,  to 
the  seizure  or  destruction  by  that  British 
army.  There  exists  no  evidence  of  the 
existence  in  1678  of  a  book.  No.  3,  of 
Land  Evidence.  There  is  now  existing, 
in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  a  Book  3, 
Land    Evidence    in    Newport.     But    this 
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alleged  copy  of  this  Jew  Deed  is  not  in 
it.  The  only  record  known  today  is 
that  above  cited,  in  jSjj.  The  book  now 
existing  in  the  Newport  Record  Office, 
No.  3,  does  not  go  back  of  1780.  Jt  is 
the  only  book  No.  3  which  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  four  clergymen  who  have 
cited  it  to  know;  there  is  no  truth  that 
it  contains  the  document  which  these 
men  stated  was  in  it. 

There  is  now  in  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  at  Newport  a  Grantors  and  a 
Grantees  Index,  covering  the  time  1780- 
1905.  Campannall  as  a  grantee  is  but 
once  indexed;  and  that  is  Oct.  5,  1872. 
There  was  then  no  existing  former  rec- 
ord. In  1S38  the  Rev.  Arthur  A.  Ross 
published  a  book.  He  vvas  a  oapust 
minister  then  in  Newport.  He  states, 
"There  is  now  in  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  the  copy  of  a  Deed  (certified  by 
William  Coddington,  Town  Clerk,  Oc- 
tober 19th,  1677,  Book  No.  3,  page  11, 
of  Land  Evidences),  of  a  certain  lot 
of  land,  thirty  feet  square,  sold  by 
Nathaniel  Dickens  to  Mordicai  Cam- 
pannall and  Moses  Packeckoe  for  a 
burial  place  for  the  Jews.  This  is  dated 
Feb.    28th.    1677."      (Ross'    Hist.     Disc, 


1838,  P-  136.)  Ross  could  not  have  seen, 
in  1838,  a  Record  in  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  which  was  not  made  until  1872. 
In  Ross's  statement  he  makes  this  error: 
"October  191I1,  1677,"  should  be  "October 
]9,  1767'*  In  the  copy  above  printed 
Ross  gives  no  particulars  of  the  extraor- 
dinary conditions  which  appear  in  the 
Deed.  There  was,  as  1  have  stated,  a 
Book  3,  Rand  Evidence,  then  in  the 
Town  Clerk's  office,  but  it  does  not  con- 
tain the  alleged  copy.  In  1853  came 
the  Rev.  Edward  Peterson  with  this: 
"There  is  now  (1853)  in  the  Town 
Clerk's  office  a  copy  of  a  Deed  (certified 
by  Williain  Coddington,  Town  Clerk, 
19th  Oct.,  1677.)  in  Book  No.  3,  page 
11,  oi  Land  Evidence,  of  a  certain  lot 
of  land  thirty  feet  square,  sold  by- 
Nathaniel  Dickens  to  Mordecai  Cam- 
panall  and  Moses  Packeckoe  for  a  burial 
Place  for  the  Jews.  This  Deed  is  28th 
Eebruary,  1677"  (Peterson's  Hist.  R.  1. 
SO). 

Peterson  took  this  verbatim  from 
Ross,  even  copying  the  latter's  error  of 
1677  for  1767.  Neither  of  these  gentle- 
men ever  saw  a  record  in  1838  or  in 
I§53;  ;i  record   was  not  made  until   1872. 
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In  1885  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Meiides,  min- 
ister of  the  Synagogue  in  Newport,  gave 
an  address  before  the  Newport  His- 
torical Society.  I'll  is  clergyman  makes 
the  usual  statements  about  Book  3, 
page  11,  of  Land  Evidence,  and  prints 
extracts,  but  he  neither  prints  nor  men- 
tions the  fundamental  title  under  which 
the  Deed  provides  thai  the  Jews  must 
hold.  This  Jew  minister  stales  that 
"there  is  no  trace  of  an  interment  on 
this  ground  between  the  years  1677  and 
1761"  (Newport  Hist.  Mag.  6,  84).  He 
also  states  that  "in  consequence  of  the 
removal  of  the  congregation's  members 
to  other  cities  this  burial  ground  was 
suffered  to  fall  into  neglect  and  decay. 
Foi  years  ii  remained  Mirrouncieci  oy  an 
imperfect  ii:nc<j  through  the  breaches  of 
which  stray  animals  found  admittance 
and  augmented  the  ravages  which  lime 
and  neglect  had  already  wrought"  (New- 
port Hist.  Mag.  6,  S3).  This  learned 
Rabbi  stales  that  Jews  had  dwelt  in 
Newport  since  1658,  and  that  down  to 
1 761  not  one  Jew  had  been  buried  in 
this  cemetery.  He  continues:  "We 
must  accept  its  diminutive  proportions 
(and  of  course  the  scarcity  of  graven) 
as  a  recognition  of  the  salubrity  of  New- 


port"   (Newport   Hist.  Mag.  6,  $3). 

In  1886  the  Rev.  F.  Denison  delivered 
an  address,  in  which  he  slated  that 
"the  land  for  the  Jewish  cemetery  was 
bought  on  the  28th  December,  1677".  My 
New  York  Jew  lawyer  states  "it  was 
no  doubt  this  address  by  Mendes  which 
Denison   followed"   (Menorah,  p.  87). 

The  first  and  the  second  exodus  of 
the  Jews  from  Newport  are  thus  de- 
scribed by  Peterson  (Hist.  R.  1.  181): 
"The  Revolutionary  war  was  so  disas- 
trous to  the  commercial  interest  and 
prosperity  of  Newport  that  the  Jews 
were  induced,  the  greater  part  oi  them, 
to  leave  town".  "After  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  the  remnant  that  were  left 
gradually  declined,  until  now-  \1853)  not 
an  individual  remains".  This  was  copied 
verbatim  from  Ross's  Historical  Dis- 
course  (p.   137)    written  in   1S38. 

I  will  consider  this  Deed  analytically 
in  more  detail,  both  in  a  historical  and 
legal  manner.  The  date,  February  28th. 
1677,  is  ambiguous.  It  may  mean  1677 
and  it  may  mean  1678. 

It  has  two  sets  of  Grantees.  The  first 
was  "to  Mordicay  Campannall  &  Moses 
Packeckoe,  Jews,  and  to  their  Nation, 
Society,    Friends";    the    second    was    "I 
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have    for   myself,    my   heirs   and    assigns 

sold   unto  ye    said  Jews,   their   heirs   and 
assigns,  or  successors",  eic. 

A  Deed  could  not  run  to  "their  nation, 
Society",  nor  to  "Friends".  The  Friends 
were  then  in  political  control  of  the 
colony.  The  name  Mordicai  Campanna'l 
is  the  same  used  by  Xathaii  tl.  Gould 
in  the  fabricated  acount  of  Freemasonry 
degrees  worked  by  imaginary  Jews  in 
165 —  or  in  165 — .  Gould  found  the 
name  Campannall  in  Colonial  Records 
(v.  3,  243).  One  Abraham  Campannall 
asked  for  a  license  to  keep  a  tippling 
shop.  It  was  granted  in  1688.  But 
where  he  dwelt  or  was  given  permission 
to  keep  it  is  not  in  the  Record.  In  the 
iabncation  ot  the  memorandum  ot  the 
working  of  .Masonic  degrees  the  name 
Campanna'l  was  used,  bin  Mordecai  was 
prefixed.  Mordecai  also  plays  the  part 
of  a  grantee  in  the  pretended  copy  of 
a  Deed  alleged  to  have  been  given  in 
1677.  There  is  no  such  original  Deed 
in  existence,  nor  is  there  any  record  in 
existence  of  167S.  Nor  was  the  alleged 
copy  of  1767,  which  Gould  had  recorded 
in  1S72,  ever  seen  by  any  man  save 
him   who    recorded    it   in    1872,   nor   was 


it  ever  known  to  have  been  in  any 
other  man's  possesion  save  only  Nathan 
II.  Gould.  The  Deed  read  ••bulling 
south  west  upon  a  highway  that  leads 
down  from  ye  stone  mill".  The  stone 
mill  and  the  cemetery  are  upon  the 
same  level  or  elevation,  hence  the 
cemetery  could  not  be  upon  a  highway 
leading  doien.  The  use  of  the  name 
"Stone  Mill"  is  extremely  suspicious. 
If  the  ambiguous  date  of  the  Deed,  Feb. 
28.  i('7J,  is  genuine;  it  i;  doubtful 
whether  the  stone  mill  was  in  existence. 
Rut  in  1S38  the  name  "Stone  Mill'*  was 
in  active  discussion. 

On  the  24th  June,  1684,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly  by 
"Simon  Medus,  David  Brown  and 
associates,  being  Jews",  asking  protec- 
tion. The  General  Assembly  voted,  "We 
declare  that  they  may  expect  as  good 
protection  here  as  any  strangers,  being 
not  of  our  nation"  (Col.  Rec.  3,  160). 
This  petition  would  supply  a  variety  of 
names  for  the  construction  of  this  Deed. 
I  will  now  consider  the  questions,  both 
,  the  habendum  and  the  tenendum,  as  they 
!  were  used  in  the  legal  language  of  that 
time.      The    conditions    of    holdinsr    this 
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land  were  that  they  (the  Grantees) 
"must  construct  and  maintain  substantia] 
fences  round  ye  said  land."  This  was 
never  done  until  done  in  1822  by  Abra- 
ham Touro,  under  the  earnest  work  of 
the  Goulds.  But  there  was  another,  and 
a  very  extraordinary  condition,  to  wit, 
"But  if  it  should  so  fall  out  that  ye 
J  ewes  should  all  depart  the  Island  again 
so  as  that  there  shall  he  none  left  to 
keep  up  and  maintain  the  '  fences  as 
aforesaid,  then  the  said  lands  shall  re- 
turn again  to  the  said  Nathaniel  Dickens, 
his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators". 
This  provision  for  an  '"exodus"  of  the 
Jews  was  extraordinary.  Would  the  two 
Jews  have  done  it,  or  was  Nathaniel 
Dickens  a  man  so  ignorant  as  to  be  un- 
able to  write  his  name  upon  the  Deed, 
sufficiently  prophetic  as  to  anticipate  the 
exodus  which  preceded,  and  the  "exo- 
dus" of  Jews  which  followed  the  Revo- 
lution— a  century  before  either  hap- 
pened? It  wras  much  easier  to  construct 
this  Deed  in   1835  than  in  1677. 

No  Jews  ever  came  to  dwell  in  Rhode 
Island  before  June,  16S4.  They  were 
poor  in  money  or  other  property,  "not 
possessed  of  wealth,  intelligence  or  en- 
terprise" (Ross's  Hist.  Disc.  136).  Un- 
der such  conditions,  which  are  unas- 
sailable, how  could  they  to  establish  a 
National  Burying  Ground  seven  years 
before  they  came?  In  order  to  throw 
discredit  on  this  time  of  arrival,  my 
legal  Jewish  antagonist  of  New  York- 
says:  "Bartlett's  work  (the  Colonial 
Records)  is  known  to  writers  to  be  not 
complete,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  go 
to  the  original  records  for  a  fuller  in- 
formation". In  answer  I  have  examined 
the  original  manuscript  records,  page  by 
page,  and  no  tale  of  a  Jew  has  been  left 
untold.  There  is  no  record  of  any 
fence  around  this  bit  of  land  from  1677 
until  1823,  when  what  Mason  calls  a 
"brick  fence"  was  constructed;  this 
"brick  fence"  was  built  under  the  urgent 
pushing  of  certain  men  of  the  Gould 
family.    The  substantial  structure  last- 


ed about  fifteen  years,  when  the  Goulds 
worked  again  upon  another  Jew.  Was 
this  Deed  constructed  to  assist  in  this 
work?  Under  the  conditions  herein  set 
forth,  and  which  cannot  be  shown  to  be 
false,  in  whom  lies  the  title  to  tin's 
"Burial  Ground",  there  being  no  Dick- 
ens heirs  claiming,  nor  any  title  in 
any  Jew?  My  distinguished  antagonist, 
the  New  York  Jew,  says  that  my  opinion 
is  not  the  opinion  of  a  court.  1  suggest 
that  he  take  this  question  before  the 
United  States  Court.  1  will  abide  the 
judgment. 


The  books  describe  for  us  a  man  who 
once  dwelt  in  Paris,  by  name  Eugene 
Francois  \  loocq.  as  being  a  Fiench  Ad- 
venturer/'  "a   famous  chief  of  the  French 

Detective  Police,"  "a  Thief,"  "a  Sol- 
dier," "a  Deserter,"  "a  Gambler,"  for 
which  offences  he  was  often  imprisoned, 
and  served  on  the  "Galleys  ;"  concerning 
all  those  three  things  he  has  himself  told 
us;  they  were  done  while  Fouche  was 
Napoleon's  Minister  of  the  Police.  Trick- 
ery, Treachery,  Rascality  forced  Fouche 
from  France  in  1810,  and  M.  Henry  be- 
came succeeded,  the  Evil  Spirit  as  the 
French  thieves  called  them.  Henry  a'. 
once  took  Yidocq  out  of  prison,  placed 
him  at  the  head  of  the  detective  de- 
partment with  instructions  to  trap  his 
friends,  and  this  he  did  for  seventeen 
years,  1810-1827;  and  after  that,  wrote 
his  Autobiographical  Memoirs,  which 
are  beyond  comparison  the  most  curious 
and  interesting  book  on  the  character- 
of  "crooks"  and  police  work,  in  existence. 
I  offer  a  copy,  the  English  four  volumes, 
in  one,  in  board,  uncut,  in  excellent  or- 
der, for  $2.50.  It  was  owned  from  its 
publication,  in  1834,  by  Allan  Dorr,  a 
I  brother    of    '"Governor"    Dorr. 
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purchase    or    defeat    the    laws    of    every 

legislature  in  t li i s  country;  and  holding 
proxies  of  the  insured  to  vote  the  officers 
into  office,  paying  $100,000  salaries  per 
year;  and  speculating  with  private  funds. 
Never  was  there  so  great  an  outrage  in 
this  country.  Blood  will  flow  before  the 
thing  is  over  and  it  all  came  from  a 
"Protective    Tariff." 


From  some  newspaper  comes  this : 
"Melvil  Dewey,  who  will  soon  cease 
to  be  state  librarian  of  New  York,  was 
christened  Melville.  In  a  fit  of  spelling 
reform  years  ago  he  chopped  off  his 
name  to  Dui,  but  soon  repented  of  that 
change  and  corrected  it.  Those  who 
knew  him  here  twenty-five  years  ago  are 
not  surprised  to  see  his  peculiarities  in- 
crease with  age." 

This  man  was  infested  with  a  mind 
which  unfitted  him  either  for  business, 
or  for  the  work  of  a  librarian.  It  is  a 
good  thing  for  the  New  York  State  Li- 
brarv  that  he  is   out  of  it. 


I  saw  a  man  throw  into  a  cesspool  on 
private  land,  which  cesspool  flowed  into 
a  street  sewer,  a  couple  of  bushels  of 
grass,  which  the  man  had  just  cut.  A 
month  later  1  saw  ten  (10)  men  with 
two  teams  work  an  afternoon  in  clearing 
a  passage  in  the  street  sewer  within  ten 
feet  of  the  spot  where  this  grass  was 
thrown  in.  Was  there  any  connection 
between  the  two  acts. 


Twenty  years  ago  George  W.  Wright 
kept  a  clothing  store  on  Washington 
Row,  No.  6.  Mr.  Wright  had  at  the 
time,  a  most  wonderful  dog.  named  Sam ; 
and  Sam  seemed  to  understand  the  Eng- 
lish language;  in  truth  he  could  almost 
reason.  Why  does  not  some  ambitious 
news  scrapoon  interview  "Gus"  Wright, 
and   write   the   story  of  Sam? 


Sir  OHver  Lodge,  delivered  in  June 
last,  an  address  in  London.  England,  in 
which  occurs  this  phrase,  "I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  custom  of  allowing  ab- 


solute ownership  of  land  to  individuals 
instead  of  to  communities  is  responsible 

•for  a  u,i>od  deal  (for  being  a  slave  to  his 
environment).  To  me  it  is  surprising 
that  it  is  quite  legal,  and  ordinary  for  a 
person  to  be  able  to  sell  a  portion  of  Eng- 
land for  his  own  behoof.  If  ownership 
of  land  is  to  be  permitted  by  law,  the 
owner  should  be  a  trustee— not  a  para- 
site." (Contemporary  Review,  July, 
1905). 


1  can  stop  the  discharge  of  a  cannon 
by  next  neighbor,  directly  under  my  win- 
dow. The  police  will  remove  an  of- 
fensive dog  upon  my  request.  But  a 
boy  can  yell  at  his  neighbor,  hammer  a 
Hnim  all  day  ?.nd  all  niVht  r»nH  h«iri 
epithets   with   perfect  impunity. 


The  right  to  dam  a  river  gives  a  man 
no  right  to  dump  human  filth,  or  any 
filth  into  the  streams. 


Twenty  years  use  of  land,  becomes  a 
vested  title;  look  at  the  work  of  the  City 
Council  in  the  matter  of  Canal  street; 
and   around   Crawford   street   bridsrc 


The  '"Green"  Trading  Stamps  Com- 
pany have  78  lawsuits  against  78  men 
in  the  United  States  (Rhode  Island) 
Court.  This  stamp  is  of  a  most  fitting 
color  for  the  "gentlemen'  composing 
the  company.  They  seem  to  have  an 
idea  that  they  can  wipe  out  the  rights 
of  men  in  the  ownership  of  property. 
Under  no  obligation  to  these  gentle- 
men 1  am  determined  to  use  such  of 
their  stamps  as  fall  into  my  hands  as 
I  please.  • 


The  mutuality  of  the  "Mutual"  Life 
is  an  eleemosynary  factor.  I  made  my 
176th  payment  to  this  McCurdy  com- 
pany this  week.  It  was  a  delightful 
pleasure.  The  contributions  of  the  in- 
surance company  to  Rhode  Island 
Republican  politics  explain  matters 
which  I  did  not  before  comprehend. 


. 
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TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts.,  Providence. 


UNLESS  YOU  SAVE  MONEY,  you  will  be  no  better  off  years 
hence  than  you  are  to-day.  Success  and  prosperity  in  life  is  for 
those  with  the  strongest  reserves.  Money  in  the  bank  is  a 
mighty  aid.  There  are  great  advantages  for  you  to  gain  if  you 
open  an  account  in  our  savings  department. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Cheeking  Accounts. 

Your  savings  deposited  on  or  before  the  loth  of  the  month  draw  interest  from  the  1st. 


The  Cook"s  Oracle;  receipts  for  Plain 
Cookery;  the  whole  being  actual  experi- 
ments instituted  in  the  kitchen  of  a 
Physician.  This  is  an  early  English  Cook 
Book,  reprinted  in  Boston  in  1822.  It  is 
the  best  old-fashioned  English  cook  book- 
now  in  exsietnee,  filled  with  collateral 
knowledge,  very  curious,  and  valuable. 
Si.  00. 


An  Essay  on  the  Life  of  the  Honoura- 
ble .Major  General  Israel  Putnam,  ad- 
dressed to  the  State  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati in  Connecticut,  by  Col.  David 
Humphreys,  with  an  appendix  containing 
a  Historical  and  Topographical  Sketch  of 
Bunker  Hill  Battle,  by  S.  Sweet.  121110., 
Boston,    1S18.      $5.00. 

Col.  Humphreys  in  his  Dedication 
speaks  of  his  work  as  "The  first  effort 
in  Biography  that  has  been  made  on  this 
Continent/'  Brinley  had  not  this  edi- 
tion. There  is  in  this  book  a  fine  auto- 
graph letter  from  Co!.  Humphreys  from 
Lisbon,  written  in  1703.  He  was  then 
the  First  U.  S.  Minister  to  Portugal. 


Book  Notes,  for  Oct.  7  last,  con- 
tained this  paragraph  at  the  head  of 
the  last  column  (p.  160): 
placed  on  Record  until  1703.  The  Ar- 
nolds kept  it  in  their  possession  during 
called,  was  done  in  the  years  1659-1600. 
His  work  was  the  rankest  of  possible 
frauds.  The  young  Sachems  were  de- 
ceived and  defrauded  unmercifully; 
and  the  three  Deeds  were  bare  faced 
lies. 

It   should    read: 
placed  on  Record  until  1705.     The  Ar- 
nolds kept  it  in  their  possession  during 
the  lives  of  both  father  and  son. 

The  work  of  William  Harris  in  the 
construeUon  of  the  "confirmation" 
Deeds,  as  they  have  been  sometimes 
called,  was  done  in  the  years  1659-1660. 
His  work  was  the  rankest  of  possible 
frauds.  The  young  Sachems  were  de- 
ceived and  defrauded  unmercifully: 
and  the  three  Deeds  were  bare  faced 
lies. 


One  thing  is  clear — life  insurance 
has  come  to  stay,  but  the  McCurdy 
family  has  come  to  go. 
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TRADING  STAMP  CASES. 

DESTRUCTION      TO  '  THE     LAWS      PRESERVING 
PROPERTY    RIGHTS. 

Severity-eight  suit?  are  pending  in  the 
United  Stales  District  Court  in  Provi- 
dence brought  by  the  Sperry  &  Hutchin- 
son Trading  Stamp  Company  against 
men  who  have  bought  this  company's 
trading  stamps  from  persons  to  whom 
these  stamps  have  been  given  by  the 
authorized  agents  of  the  trading  stamp 
company.  These  suits  are  in  the  nature 
of  injunctions  against  the  right  to  buy, 
or  to  sell,  or  to  use  again  as  gifts  with 
merchandise  sales.  These  78  suits  rest 
practically  upon  three  decisions  made  by  j 
this  Providence  court  within  the  past  J 
year.  These  decisions  both  here  and  in 
Boston  and  in  Baltimore  all  infringe  the 
right  to  personal  property  under  the  com- 
mon law ;  in  fact,  under  all  laws.  For 
this  reason  I  propose  considering  these 
decisions  in  relation  to  their  bearing  upon 
the  properly  rights  of  men. 

Case    Sperry    &    Hutchinson    Co.    vs. 
Mechanics  Clothing  Co. 

Opinion   U.    S.    Disi.    Court, '-R\V,\^ 
Nov.,  1904.  \    \  \ 

*  1 


CERTAIN    POINTS    DECIDE' 


\2Q 


"The  only  purpose  for  which /l*W  f4 
issued  to  collectors  is  for  redemr/lifeni  '|  | 

'The    'collector'    acquires     orfjyi   V\  '■■  . 
rights    as    are    expressly   or  by  Vay  V 
plication  promised  him  bv  the  colli  pp  I 

\  \  \  \\  ] 
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"A  trading  stamp  is  not  ordinary  prop- 
erty;  it   is   sui  generis." 

"The  public  is  entitled  to  receive  11 
upon  the  terms  offered,  namely,  that  it 
is  exchangeable  for  goods." 

''The  public  cannot  transfer  it  in  be- 
cause he  thereby  appropriates  to  him- 
self the  trading  stamp  company's  legiti- 
mate share  of  the  transaction." 

Federal  Reporter,  135.  p.  S33. 

The  court  holds  "that  the  only  prom- 
ise made  by  the  Sperry  &  Hutchinson 
Company  to  the  public  in  relation  to 
these  stamps  is  that  it  will  redeem  them 
if  procured   from  authorized  merchants". 

Trading  stamps  are  given  away'  by 
certain  merchants  to  those -who  purchase 
goods  of  said  merchants.  They  are  in- 
cluded, by  delivery,  with  the  merchan- 
dise. 

The  buyer  of  merchandise  is  under  no 
contract  nor  obligation,  and  the  mer- 
chant has  performed  his  contract  with 
the  company  making  the  stamps.  Neither 
the  company  nor  the  merchant  made  any 
contract  with  the  buyer  of  the  merchan- 
dise; often  said  buyer  did  not  know  that 
the  stamps  were  packed  with  his  mer- 
chandise. 

The  court  says  "a  trading  -ramp  is  not 
ordinary  property".  But  on  the  stamp 
itself  is  printed  "Property  of  the  Sperry 
•  v  Hutchinson  Co.  Not  transferable  ex- 
cept as  provided  in  notice  in  trading 
stamp    book".     Hence    a    trading    stamp' 
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upon  itself  is  "Property*.    The  first  ques- 
tion, then,  is  what  is  property? 

"Property  is  certain  tilings,  the  right 
to  enjoy  which  by  man  consists  in  the 
right  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  most 
absolute  manner  he  pleases,  provided  he 
makes  no  use  of  those  prohibited  by  law" 
(Bouviers  Law  Diet.  2.  394). 

This  property  passed  first  from  the 
company  making  it  to  the  merchants 
who  were  under  contract  to  include  it 
in  the  merchandise  sold.  Second,  it 
passed  to  the  buyer  of  the  merchandise. 
The  buyer  received  first  the  stamp  and 
with  it  the  binding  promise  of  the  com- 
pany which  issued  it.  The  buyer  him- 
self entered  upon  no  contract  nor  any 
promise.  The  stamp;  was  his  evidence 
of  a  claim  held  by  him  against  the  com- 
pany. Upon  what  rests  the  claim  of  the 
company?  On  the  stamp,  of  themselves 
being  the  owner  of  the  stamp.  If  that 
is  true,  the  buyer  of  the  merchandise 
gets  nothing,  for  the  stamp  being  evi- 
dence of  a  claim  is  the  property  of  the 
company.  Can  the  maker  of  a  promise 
stamp  upon  my  evidence  of  his  con- 
tract, that  the  property  in  that  evidence 
was  in  the  maker  of  the  promise? 

"Things  so  long  as  they  remain  in  pos- 
session of  a  man,  that  man  has  a  right  to 


enjoy  without  disturbance;  but  if  once 
he  voluntarily  abandons  the  use  of  them, 
any  man  else  has  an  equal  right  to  seize 
and    enjoy    them"    (Blackstone    Com.    2, 

14). 

'"Absolute  right  of  property  consists  in 
the  free  use,  enjoyment  and  disposal  of 
all  his  acquisitions  without  any  control 
or  diminuation  save  only  by  the  laws  of 
the  land"   (Blackstone  Com.  i,  138). 

"No  man  shall  be  compelled  to  yield 
any  gift,  loan  or  benevolence  without 
common  consent  by  act  of  parliament" 
(Blackstone  Co.  1,  140). 

There  is  no  law  governing  the  disposal 
of  trading  stamps  by  the  party  to  whom 
they  are  given. 

The  court  has  decided  that  "the.  only 
purpose  which  the  company  had  in  issu- 
ing the  stamps  to  collectors  was  for  re- 
demption". Such  an  opinion  hardly  seems 
tenable,  because  if  never  presented  the 
company's  profits  woii'd  be  double. 

The  court  holds  "that  the  only  prom- 
ise made  by  the  Sperry  &  Hutchinson 
Company  to  the  public  in  relation  to 
these  stamps  is  that  it  will  redeem  them 
if  procured  from  an  authorized  mer- 
chant". The  writer  found  recently  some 
of  these  S.  &  H.  stamps  in  some  mer- 
chandise which  he  bought   in  a  store  in 


THE  CHARTER  OF  THE 


iNUFACTURERS  TRUST  COMPANY 


73   WESTMINSTER   STREET. 

in  express  terms  gives  to  depositors  the  security  of  the  double  liability 
of  its  stockholders. 

ACTIVE  ACCOUNTS  of  INDIVIDUALS,  FIRMS  and  COR- 
PORATIONS will  receive  prompt  and  liberal  treatment. 

Money  deposited  on  PARTICIPATION  ACCOUNT  will  draw 
interest  at  good  investment  rates  and  will  have  the  security  of  the 
capital  and  surplus  of  the  company 
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this  city,  placed  there  without  the  writer's 
knowledge  or  consent.  There  was  noth- 
ing said  about  the  authorized  merchant 
who  added  them  to  my  merchandise. 
The  property  in  these  stamps  was  in 
nie — the  third  party— and  tins  court  has 
so  decided.  This  is  the  language  of  the 
opinion:  "Ky  contract  between  the  com- 
plainant, S.  &  H.  Co.,  and  the  merchant 
the  title  to  the  stamps  does  not  rest  in 
the  merchant  who  issues  it,  but  remains 
in  the  company  until  it  has  been  issued 
it?  regular  course  to  the  eti stonier  of  the 
merchant". 

Thus  the  court  admits  the  fact  which 
I  claim,  to  wit.  the  stamps  become  the 
property  of  the  third  party  whenever 
gives  to  Lhifd  pdily.  j"u.  can  be  no 
stamps  sold  by  a  third  party  until  he  has 
been  given  them  by  an  authorized  party 
first.  Stolen  stamps  are  not  considered. 
No  act  of  the  Sperry  &  Hutchinson  Com- 
pany can  place  conditions  upon  this  third 
party.  Nor  can  this  company  take  from 
me  the  right  to  hold  property  and  to  do 
with  it  whatever  I  please.  In  the  Provi- 
dence Journal.  29th  October,  1905,  is  an 
advertisement  by  a  concern  here  stating 
"that   the    S.   &   H.   Co.   have   authorized 


us  to  give  ten  trading  stamps  absolutely 
free.  These  stamps  are  given  cheerfully 
a-  yon  enter  the  store,  and  are  good  in 
any  S.  &  11.  green  stamp  book.  If  you 
have  two,  three  or  four  books  these  free 
stamps  are  good  in  any  one  of  them. 
Bring  your  farnilv  and  each  member  will 
be  handed  ten  S.  &  11.  green  trading 
stamps  free".  This,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  is  done  simply  to 
give  pleasure  to  the  S.  &  H.  Co.  in  re- 
deeming the  gifts. 

The   "actual   delivery  or  possession   of 
i  property    is    necessary      to     consummate 
(perfect)   the  title"   (Kent's  Com.  Amer. 
i   Law,  2,  319). 

Does  the  opinion   state  a   fact   when   it 
says :        i  ne   only     purpose     Sperry     «^ 
:    Hutchinson    issue    stamps     is     that     the 
company  may  have  the  delightful   pleas- 
;  ure  of   redeeming  them"?     The   directly 
\  opposite  is  the  fact,  to  wit,  to  never  re- 
;  deem  them — how  long  could  S.  &  H.  is- 
sue   but    for    some    promise    of    redemp- 
:  tion? 

The  opinion  uses  the  word  issue  in  two 
I  directly  opposite  meanings.  First,  as  an 
i  act  of  a  company,  to  wit.  the  Sperry  & 
I   Hutchinson  Company;  second,  as  an  act 
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oi  a  merchant  when  he  gives  the  stamps 
t  »  his  customers.    These  transactions  arc 

not  t-hc  same.  A  boy  buys  newspapers 
to  sell  in  the  street,  can  he  be  held  for 
libel  because  he  issued  the  paper.-' 

The  court  holds  that  a  trading  stamp 
is  not  ordinary  property,  but  property 
sui  generis.  Will  the  common  law  apply 
to  a  sin  generis  property? 

A  trading  stamp  company  has  no  legi- 
timate share  in  the  transaction  after  the 
stamp  has  come  into  the  legitimate  pos- 
session of  the  third  party.  Am  I  to  be 
obliged  by  this  court  to  buy  something 
from  some  particular  person  with  it? 
There  i>  no  such  law.  Can  a  court  make 
such  a  law  ? 

In  what  consists  the  trading  stamp 
company's  legitimate  share  in  an  illegiti- 
mate transaction?  Are  these  stamps  is- 
sued by  Sperry  &  Hutchinson  under 
some  law  ? 

CASE    SPERRY    &    HUTCHINSON    VS.    TEMPLE, 
BOSTON,    MAY,    IOO5. 

(Putnam.  Judge.) 
Extracts  from   Decree. 
"This   court  has  no  power  to  .restrain 
him    (Temple)    from    purchasing  all    the 
stamps  he  sees  fit  to  purchase". 


"It  has  power  to  restrain  him  from 
selling  them  as  articles  of  merchandise." 

"This  court  has  no  power  to  restrain 
him  from  selling  stamps  as  waste  paper, 
provided  they  are  cancelled,  or  in  any 
way  broken  up,  or  dUhgurcd  so  that 
they  can  be  used  only  as  such". 

"It  has  no  power  to  prevent  him  (  Tem- 
ple,) from  selling  stamps  to  persons  who 
desire  to  make  collections  as  mere  mat- 
ters  of   curiosity". 

Final  Decree. 

"It  is  now  ordered,  adjudged  and  de- 
creed that  Temple  is  hereby  restrained 
and  enjoined  from  putting  out  advertise- 
ments that  he  will  purchase  the  trading 
stamps  of  the  complainant". 

Federal  Reporter,  v.  137.  pp.  094-995. 

In  this  Boston  case  the  court  admits 
that  it  lias  no  power  to  restrain  from 
purchasing  all  the  stamps  he  (Temple) 
sees  fit  to  purchase.  But  it  has  power 
to  restrain  him  from  selling  the-  stamps 
as  merchandise,  or  as  waste  paper,  nor 
to  collectors  as  matters  of  curiosity.  So 
it  makes  a  final  decree  that  Temple  is 
enjoined  from  advertising  that  he  will 
purchase.  Judge  Putnam's  court  cannot 
enjoin  Temple  from  the  right  to  buy ; 
how  can  a  man  have  a  right  to  buv  what 
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no  man  has  a  right  to  sell?  This  de- 
cision seems  to  be  a  contradiction  in 
terms.  Stamps  are  given  to  me  with- 
out conditions.  Jn  case  J  do  not  wish 
the  worthless  rubbish  at  the  fabulous 
prices  asked  by  the  trading  stamp  com- 
pany in  redemption,  am  I  to  be  enjoined 
from  selling,  without  conditions,  to  any 
one  who  will  buy?  It  is  a  case  outside 
of  argument.  Again,  there  has  been 
shown  no  patent  right,  in  this  trading 
stamp,  covering  their  forms  of  business; 
in  fact,  several  other  concerns  are  en- 
gaged in  it  ;  why  cannot  a  merchant  buy 
my  unencumbered  property  and  do  as  he 
pleases  with  it  ? 

The  trading  stamp  is  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  even-  principle  of  law  at  every 
step  of  its  manufacture  and  use.  A 
company  devised  a  scheme  to  levy  a 
secret  tribute  upon  the  business  of  small 
tradesmen  or  merchants.  Selecting  cer- 
tain individuals,  these  men  offered  their 
stamps,  giving  these  individuals  a  mon- 
opoly, using  the  argument  that  the 
s-tamps  would  "draw"  trade  for  them 
from  other  tradesmen  adjoining  in  the 
same  business.  The  stamps  were  said 
to  be  evidence  of  a  promise  of  redemp- 


tion by  the  men  who  made  them.  But 
no  such  promise  or  pledge  appears  upon 
them.  They  are  not  redeemable  in  any 
sense  of  the  word,  but  they  are  taken  as 
money  in  payment  for  merchandise  held 
at  prices  far  above  any  real  value.  The 
very  name  "trading"  is  a  swindle,  i<>r 
the  courts  are  holding  that  men  cannot 
"trade"  w  ith  them. 

The  highest  United  States  Court  once 
attempted  to  decide  that  man  was  a 
thing,  and  hence  was  property.  We  all 
know  the  result.  The  people  decided 
that  man  was  not  a  thing,  and  hence 
was  not  property,  and  destroyed  the 
work  of  the  court  and  the  court  itself. 
Now  these  courts  are  deciding  that  a 
tiling  is  not  property,  and  that  men  have 
no  nropertv  rifbJ  111  3  fhfw  '  lie  "^coplc 
will  never  submit. 


Among  the  matters  treated  in  the  De- 
cember Century  are  these,  which  I  note: 
The  recent  discovery  and  exploration  of 
the  tomb  of  the  parents  of  Tii,  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Kings,  make  a  narrative 
of  fascinating  interest.  It  is  told,  illus- 
trated with  many  reproductions  from 
photographs,    by    Henry    Copley    Greene. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 


'lien    Roger  Williams  came  in  16^6. 


An  Indian  Map  of  me  Principal  Locations 

known  to  the  NAHIGANSETS  and  ELABORATE 
HISTORICAL     NOTES    by    Sidney    S.    Rider. 

The  edition  consisted  of  495  copies,  369  have  been  sold;    126  remain  to 
be  sold.   Price,  post  paid,  $4.50.   Address  the  Author,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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The  second  installment  of  papers  on 
"Historic  Falaces  of  Paris,"  by  Camille 
Gronkowski,  describes  the  Hotel  dn 
Prince  Eugene  (the  German  Embassy), 
a  finished  example  of  the  Empire  style; 
and  there  are  new  chapters  and  pictures 
recounting  Katharine  A.  Carl's  experi- 
ences "With  the  Empress  Dowager",  of 
special  timeliness  when  the  President's 
daughter  has  just  been  the  guest  of  the 
Empress  Dowager  and  Emperor.  And 
not  less  interesting  is  the  pictured  work 
of  the  Panama  Canal.  It  is  a  number 
of  wonderful  interest.  During  the  past 
winter  one  of  the  most  notable  discov- 
eries ever  made  by  Egyptologists  was 
the  result  of  an  expedition  undertaken 
k,.    ->.,      \„,„_; 'ii — -jriorc     AI      i>   -  : 

The  Century  secured  the  sole  right  to 
print  the  story  of  this  remarkable  dis- 
covery, with  reproduction-;  of  many  of 
the  great  "finds",  including  beautiful 
gilded  mummy  cases  and  an  exquisitely 
carved  gold  chair,  a  golden  chariot,  a 
bed,  and  many  other  remarkable  objects 
found  in  one  of  the  most  ancient  of 
Egypt's  tombs. 


There  came  to  me  from  Sacramento  a 
little  book  of  wonderful  interest,  entitled 
"San  Quentin  Days".  San  Quentin  is 
the  name  of  the  California  Prison,  and 
the  little  book  consists  of  poems  writ- 
ten by  a  prisoner  confined  in  it  for  a 
time.  The  secret  of  authorship  is  well 
kept.  But  the  poems  mark  the  genius 
of  the  imprisoned  writer,  and  are  in 
themselves  evidence  that,  while  the  body 
may  be  confined,  there  is  no  such  thing 
possible  as  imprisonment  of  a  mind. 
The  publisher  says,  and  truthfully: 
"These  verses  written  behind  the  gray 
walls  of  San  Quentin  are  infinitely  in- 
teresting for  the  picture  of  prison  life 
they  present,  but  far  more  interesting 
for  the  glimpses  of  a  mind,  at  all  times 
powerful,  overcome  by  the  surging  sweep 
of  remorse,  humiliation,  despair,  longing 
and  regret;  they  are  the  heartbeats  of 
a    man    during    the    long    dark    hours    of 


prison  gloom— a  man  weak  enough  to 
fall,  but  strong  enough  to  rise  above 
and  beyond  it  all,  as  these  years  since  his 
release,  filled  with  success  and  high  pur- 
pose, are  proving".  It  is  an  artistic  bit 
of  book  work  published  by  J.  M.  Ander- 
son, Sacramento.  California,  and  sold  for 
SO  cents. 


Frederick  T.  Hill,  the  author  of  'The 
Accomplice",  "1  he  Case  and  Excep- 
tions", and  other  books,  lias  written  a 
series  of  articles  to  be  called  "Lincoln 
the  Lawyer",  which  The  Century  will 
print,    beginning    in     December.  Not- 

withstanding the  fact  that  Lincoln's  prac- 
tice as  a  lawyer  extended  over  twenty- 
four  years,  his  achievements  as  a  states- 
man so  transcended  his  legal  works  that 
his  biographers  have  given  but  brief 
space  to  his  experience  as  a  lawyer.  Mr. 
Dill's  articles  are  largely  based  upon 
the  examination  of  court  records  in  thy 
old  Eighth  Illinois  Circuit,  over  which 
Lincoln  traveled. 


It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that 
Book  Notes  announces  the  publication 
of  a  new  novel  on  military  matters  by 
Gen.  Charles  King,  who  has  'been  >:> 
successful  as  a  writer  of  such  stories. 
The  title  will  be  "A  Soldier's  Trial,  an 
Episode  of  the  Canteen  Crusade".  Book 
Notes  knows  little  of  this  subject.  But 
if  Gen.  Fred  D.  Grant  tells  the  truth, 
the  subject  is  admirable  from  one  gifted 
hs  Gen.  King  i.->  gifted.  lie-re  is  Gen. 
Grants'  statements  of  the  situation: 

"It  is  my  belief  that  fully  j^  per  cent, 
of  trials  of  enlisted  men  were  (Inn  to  the 
use  of  bad  liquors,  dispensed  to  our 
soldiers  by  men  who  conduct  dens  of 
vice  in  the  vicinity  of  military  posts. 
These  depraved  creatures  and  lewd 
women  use  every  device  in  their  power 
to  induce  the  soldiers  to  patronize  their 
brothels,  where  those  who'  yield  to 
::ons  are  frequently  drugged  and 
robbed.' 
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-  J.  Hagadorn  Wells  of  Kingston  is  one 
of  the  two  men  now  living  who  assisted 
in  framing  the  present  Constitution.  He 
has  written  a  powerful  argument  to 
show  men  why  they  should  vote  against 
the  proposed  amendments  which  will 
come  to  the  people  for  support  or  defeat. 
F.very  man  of  intelligence  and  political 
integrity  will  vote  against  these  amend- 
ments, which  are  the  work  of  the  pres- 
ent gang  of  Republicans  (so  called)  in 
corrupt  control  of  the  General  Assembly. 


It  came  to  me  like  a  visit  of  an.  old 
and  familiar  friend  of  whom  for  years 
I  had  had  never  a  glimpse.  It  was 
Chatterbox  for  1005,  and  juvenile  joy 
seized  for  a  time  possession  of  me. 
Chatterbox  is  more  than  a  mere  book. 
It  is  almo:>t  an  institution.  How  the 
juvenile  world  could  exist  without  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say.  It  is  rightly 
pronounced  "a  favorite  on  both  sides  of 
the  ocean".  This  year's  Chatterbox  is 
ful!\-  up  to  its  old  standard  of  excellence. 
In  addition  to  an  interesting  miscellany 
of  stories  and  sketches,  it  contains  over 
two  hundred  full-page  illustrations,  in- 
cluding six  handsome  color  plates.  It 
is  small  -jto,  illuminated  board  covers, 
and  published  by  Dana  Estes  &  Co.,  Bos- 
ton.    Price  $1.25. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper's  History  of 
North  America,  containing  the  "cus- 
toms and  manners  of  the  original  inhabi- 
tants." From  tlie  first  settlements,  to 
the  time  of  their  becoming  United,  Free, 
and  Independent  States.  121110.,  half 
shp.  Catskill  :  printed  for  John  Shaw, 
Book-seller  and  Book-binder,  1811.^1.25. 


Easy  Lessons  in  Reading,  for  the 
Younger  Classes  in  Common  Schools, 
by  Joshua  Leavitt.  Keene,  N.  PI.,  1827. 
$1.00.  It  contains  curious  early  wood 
cut-  by  J.  W.  B.  One  of  them  is  a 
picture  of  G.  W.  and  his  Hatchet,  own- 
ing up  10  his  "Pa.",  and  his  "Pa"  pat- 
ting G.  W.  on  his  head  for  not  lying. 


Corbin,  Samuel  M.  A.  An  Awakening 
Call  from  the  ETERNAL  GOD  to  the 
Unconverted;  or  Seasonable  Advice  to 
them  that  are  under  conviction  to  pre- 
vent their  Miscarrying  in  Conversion. 
Boston,  S.  Kneeland,   1733.     $3.75. 

An  extract  "Thou  that  spinnest  a  cov- 
ering for  thy  nakedness  out  of  thine  own 
bowels,  thy  trust  shall  be  like  a  spider's 
web  in  the  day  of  the  Calamity"  (p.  25). 
The  learned  Divine  suggests  the  "put- 
ting" of  certain  questions  to  yourselves. 
Among  them  this :  "Does  not  Hell  gape 
for  me?" 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  lllus- 
tions  General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
J  New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 


The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,   1727.     $5.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husbrmd  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
|  Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts  ,  Providence. 


WE  ASK  YOU  TO  BANK.  WITH  US  because  results 
accomplished  for  others  prove  we  can  do  you  good. 
The  increasing'  business  of  this  bank  compels  people 
to  realize  the}-  secure  advantages  through  us  unob- 
tainable elsewhere.  Open  an  account  in  our  commercial 
department  and   share  the  benefit  we  afford  others. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 
We  allow  liberal  interest  011  Cheeking  Accounts. 

Your  savings  deposited  on  or  before  the  Icth  of  the  month  draw  interest  fioni  the  l<t. 


The  Cook's  Oracle;  receipts  for  Plain  1 
Cookery;  the  whole  being  actual  experi-  j 
ments  instituted  in  the  kitchen  of  a  i 
Physician.  This  is  an  early  English  Cook  j 
Book,  reprinted  in  Boston  in  1822.  It  is  i 
the  best  old-fashioned  English  cook  book  j  gj  c<) 
now  in  exsietnee,  tilled  with  collateral 
knowledge,  very  curious,  and  valuable.  . 
Si. 00. 


Lisbon,   written   in    1793.     He   was   then 
the  First  U.  S.  Minister  to  Portugal. 


American    Preceptor,   by    Caleb    Bing 
ham.    9th  Troy  edition,  1822,  oak  boards, 


Love's  pedigree,  or  a  Discourse  show- 
ing the  Grace  of  Love  in  a  believer  to  be 
of  a  Divine  Original,  delivered  in  a  Ssr- 
An  Essay  on  the  Life  of  the  Honoura-  mon  preached  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston 
ble  Major  General  Israel  Putnam,  ad-  2Q  Febj  T 699-1700  by  S.  Willard,  teacher 
dressed  to  the  State  Society  of  the  Cin-  of  a  church  there  Boston  in  N.  E.  (B. 
cinnati  in  Connecticut,  by  Col.  David  Green)  1700  $?  00 
Humphreys,  with  an  appendix  containing  

a  Historical  and  Topographical  Sketch  of  A  .  .,     '.  ■  .  .  —    , 

A    contribution    to    American     1  haias- 

Bnnker  Hill  Battle,  by  S.  Sweet.     i2mo.,  ,         —,  ~     .  e  .,      TT  ..    . 

sography.      Fhree  Cruises  of  the  United 

Boston,    1818.      $5.00.  c.  n    •  ,      r      ,    .        c 

States      Coast      and      Geodetic      Survey 

Col.    Humphreys     in     his     Dedication       c>  r,T  Arjrj-.  .     ,,      r   tr     c  >r 

1       J  j    Steamer  BLAKE  in  the  Gulf  01  Mexico, 

speaks  of  his  work  as   "The  first  effort  !    .       .      r     ■,  ,  c  ,     ,  ,,      A. 

.        .  in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  alone  the  At- 

tn Biograohy  that  has  been  made  on  this  .    .  •■ 

r-       ■        ',.'    n  •   ,        ,     ,        .    .,.        4;        lantic   coast   of    the    united    States    from 
Continent.        Brmley    had    not    this    edi-  ; 

Hon.     There  is  in  this  book  a  fine  auto-  |    lS77  to  1880,  by  Alexander  Agassiz.  2  v. 
graph  letter  from  Col.  Humphreys  from  j    Boston,  1888.     Price  $4.50. 
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SAMUEL    ELAM    A    JEW — GIVEN    A    SEAT    IN 

THE    SENATE    BY    THE    RHODE    ISLAND 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  question 
asked  by  Samuel  Oppenheim,  a  New 
York  Jew  lawyer,  to  wit,  "Did  Rhode 
Island  elect  a  Jew  to  the  Senate,  and 
did  Massachusetts  protest"?  I  answer: 
Rhode  Island  never  elected  a  Jew  to 
the  Senate,  and  Massachusetts  never 
protested.  How  E'ain,  a  Jew,  came  to 
a  seat  has  been  stated  in  Book  Notes, 
July  1st.  1005.  This  story  rests  solely 
upon  a  statement  written  by  Nathan  H. 
Gould  of  Newport  in  1870.  Here  it  is: 
"He  (Gould)  valued  the  document  as 
a  record  of  a  people  whom  all  the 
descendants  of  the  original  inhabitants 
of  this  colon}-  valued  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  unflinching  honesty,  even 
though  Massachusetts  saw  fit  in  her  self- 
righteousness  to  protest  in  after  years 
against  one  of  that  sect  (Jews)  beine 
i  to  the  Senate  of  this  State 
(Rhode  Island;,  which  provoked  a 
smile  not  to  be  forgotten"  (Proc.  G  1. 
Lodge  Mass..  1S70,  p.  35c,).  The  "docu- 
ment" above  referred  to  by  Gould  was 
the  fabricated  memorandum  concerning 
the  Jew  Freemasons  in  Newport,  accord- 
ing to  the  "Doc.'"  in  165 — .  This  fraud 
was  exposed  in  Book  Notes,  v.  22.  p. 
153-160). 

N<>  Senator  could  have  been  elected 
by  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  until   the 


year  1S00.  Gould's  statement  must  of 
necessity  refer  to  an.  election  in,  or  sub- 
sequent to,  that  year.  A  careful  per- 
sonal examination  ol  the  men  who 
served  as  Senators  from  1S00  to  1870, 
the  year  when  Gould  wrote  his  state- 
ment, will  disclose  the. name  of  no  Jew, 
unless  it  be  the  name  Elam.  The  Goulds 
of  Newport  were  in  close  intercourse 
with  the  Jews.  The  fences  of  the  ceme- 
tery will  prove  the  fact.  It  is  my  opin- 
ion that  Samuel  Elam  was  the  Jew  to 
whom  Nathan  H.  Gould  referred.  But 
this  opinion,  while  not  denied  by  Op- 
penheim. the  Jew  lawyer,  undertakes 
to  overthrow  by  sophistry,  the  chief  stock- 
in  trade  of  so  many  lawyers.  He  cites 
two  writers,  George  C.  Mason  and  John 
Austen     Steven-,    Jr.  Of     these     iv:o 

writers.  Mason  quotes  his  facts  mainly. 
so  far  as  this  present  inquiry  is  c<  n- 
cerned.  from  Stevens.  But  neither  Ma- 
son nor  Stevens  deny  that  Elam  was 
a  Jew.  Mason  is  out  of  consider.::  n, 
and  Oppenheim  can  re1y  only  upon 
Stevens.  I  give  Oppenheim'-  lan- 
guage: "There  it  is  stated  that 
en  me  to  New  York  f  r< Km  Leeds,  Eng- 
land, in  1783,  and  went  to  Rhode  Island 
in  1784.  that  he  va  =  1  member  of  the 
Society  of  Frienls  and  pf  the  orti 
school,  an  1  subject  to  the  discipline  "t 
the  cJiurch:  and  also  that  his  bod\ 
iii  the  Friends  Burying  Ground  at  New- 
port,   where   he    died    in    [813"       '' ': 
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helm  cites  (Colonial  Records  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  by 
Julm  Austen  Stevens,  Jr.,  p.  130;.  But 
the  Jew's  citation  is  false,  it  is  not  on 
page  130  of  the  book  cited.  It  is  another 
book  by  Stevens  cited  below  as  Stevens' 
Sketches,  Biographical  and  Historical, 
N.  V.,  1867.  It  is  a  book  bound  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Records,  and  the 
Jew's  citation  is  inaccurate.  Even  it 
what  Stevens  stated,  "that  Elam  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends'',  was 
true,  it  would  not  prove  that  Elam  was 
not  a  Jew.  Suppose  a  Jew  becomes  a 
Roman  Catholic,  is  his  nationality 
changed?  By  means  of  sundry  exoduses 
the  nation  has  been  scattered  all  over 
Europe;  in  fact,  ail  over  the  world.  1  no 
sect  was  not  wanted  by  scarcely  any 
nation.  This  led  to  great  religious 
changes.  Israel  Davis,  himself  a  Jew. 
has  said :  "Eor  minimizing  differences 
in  religion  some  were  led  to  give  up 
their  distinctive  religion  altogether  and 
adopt  a  nominal,  sometimes  a  real  Chris- 
tianity" (Ency.  Brit.  13,  p.  680).  In 
England  this  led  towards  the  Quakers 
for  two  reasons.  The  Quaker  plain  lan- 
guage,   thee,    thy,   thine,    thou,    etc.,    had 


J   been   the  language  of  the  Jews   for  cen- 
turies.     But    there    was    a    business    rea- 
son.    Sewel  gives  it,  ''Hence  it  was  that 
often    when    any    came    into   a    town    and 
1    wanted      something,      they      would      ask, 
'Where    dwells    a    draper,    or    taylor,    or 
shoemaker,  or  other  tradesmen,  that  is,  a 
I  Quaker.''      People    found    by    experience 
they    could   belter   trust   to   the    words   of 
I   these  than  to  that  of  those  of  their  own 
j   persuasion"      (Sewel's      Hist.      Quakers, 
1    l725>    P-    75)-      These    were    reasons    for 
j  the   Elam   family  to  assume   the   Quaker 
I  costume    and    use    the    language    of    the 
I   Friends    when    they    reached    Eeeds,    in 
'   England.     Gervas  Elam,  who  owned  the 
i   Portsmouth  estate  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
;  an    "eminent      clothier    (Prov.    Gazette, 
j  14th    March,    1772).      Following   one    of 
|  ..the   Quaker   pursuits:       "Samuel   Elam's 
dress   was  that  of  the  old   English  gen- 
tleman   of    the    Quaker    type ;    he    never 
wore  any  other  than  a  drab  colored  coat 
and    small    clothes,    and    a    zehite    satin 
"eest"  (Channing's  EarlyJRecollections  of 
Newport,  1S6S,  p.  2\6).  Channing  writes 
of   Elam's  weekly  visits  to   Newport  "in 
an    English   phaeton,   very    lofty,    and    of 
yellow  color".     This   was  then  the  color 
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of    royalty     for    their    vehicles.      These 


?kly   visits   were   in 


de   on   Sun- 


days, but  only  on  bank  meeting  days. 
Channing  while  giving  high  commenda- 
tion to  the  Goulds  as  Quakers,  makes  no 
mention  oi  Efam  in  connection  with  that 
church. 

This  New  York  Jew,  by  courtesy  a 
lawyer,  citing  George  C.  Mason,  says : 
"Mason  also  states  that  Elam's  uncle 
from  whom  he  inherited  a  fortune  was 
a  Quaker'"  (Menorah,  August,  $3).  It 
is  downright  fiction.  Mason  makes  no 
such  statement.  Mason  said:  "In  an 
English  journal  of  1706  there  is  a  notice 
of  a  death,  at  Leeds,  England,  of  Em- 
manuel Elam,  aged  sixty-four  years,  of 
whom  it  is  said  'he  was  a  Quaker'  (Ma- 
son's Reminiscences  of  Newport,  218). 
Mr.  Cruden  says :  '"Emmanuel  is  a 
Hebrew  word,  which  signifies  'God  with 
us'"  (Concordance,  1S31,  p.  132).  Then 
comes  this  from  the  Scriptures:  "A 
virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son 
and  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel"  i 
(Isaiah  7,  14).  Again,  "A  virgin  shall 
be  with  child  and  bring  forth  a  son,  and 
they  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel, 
which,  being  interpreted,  is  God  with 
us"  (Matthew  1,  23).  Would  a  Quaker,  j 
unless   a   Jew-Quaker,   ever  name   a   son 


Emmanuel?  Oppenheim  makes  a  great 
parade  about  Samuel  Elam  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Elam  was  elected  4th  March, 
1783.  Jt  was  not  an  incorporated  body, 
but  a  mere  drinking  club,  meeting  at 
sundry  taverns,  only  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  to  eat,  druiK  and  smoke; 
and  Elam  never  attended,  save  only  upon 
two  occasions;  he  then  left  for  Rhode 
Island.     Was  he  then  a  Quaker? 

But  let  me  consider  his  Quaker  quali- 
ties according  to  Stevens,  lie  had 
"every  luxury  in  food— an  unbounded 
supply",  and  the  "choicest  wines  flowed 
fast  and  free'*.  The  gayety  of  his  man- 
ner was  not  always  subdued,  and  "such, 
actions  became  subjects  of  remark 
among  his  religious  peers."  Hearing 
that  it  had  been  resolved  to  discipline 
him,  he  invited  the  scandalized  com- 
panions and  the  threatened  judges  to  a 
dinner  under  )nixed  influoices"  (Stevens 
Biog.  Sketches,  X.  Y.,  1867,  p.  131). 
There  are  other  things  stated  by  Mr. 
Stevens  which  will  not  bear  criticism. 
There  was  no  schism  among  the 
Quakers  until  years  after  the  death  of 
Samuel  Elam.  Nor  was  there  ever  a 
Quaker  church.  The  Hicksite  schism 
te>ok   place  about   1829    (Six   Queries   to 
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Elias  Hicks,  X.  V.,  1830;.  Hence  Elam 
was  never  an  orthodox  Quaker.  A  no- 
tice of  his  death,  in  the  Newport  Mer- 
cury, states  that  he  was  "adopted  by  the 
.General  Assembly  in  17S4".  He  is  spoken 
of  by  the  writer  of  the  Mercury  as  an 
Esquire,  a  title  which  no  Quaker  then 
nor  ever  since  has  been  given,  lie  was 
naturalized  by  the  Rhode  Island  General 
Assembly,  acting  under  the  charter.  Had 
he  been  an  English  Quaker  this  could 
not  have  been  done  under  the  charter, 
but  a  Jew-Quaker  was  obliged  to  be 
naturalized.  The    Mercury    also    says 

Elam  was  for  years  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  was  a 
member  just  one  year. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  the  only  ivritcr  who 
has  described  Samuel  Elam  as  being  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Eriends.  Does 
being  a  member  of  a  society  make  a  man 
a  believer  in  the  religious  doctrines  of 
George    Eox    or    cf    somebody?  Mr. 

Stevens  wrote,  "A  small,  unpretending 
tombstone  about  enc  foot  square  stands 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Eriends 
burying  ground  in  the  town  of  New- 
port. On  either  side,  the  stones  of  John 
Slocum  and  Benjamin  Haven,  and  tells 
the    visitor    that    there    now    lies    Samuel 


Elam,  died  1813,  aged  63  years'*.  The 
present  writer  has  made  two  specific 
searches  for  these  three  tombstones,  but 
has  thus  far  been  unable  to  discover 
them.  They  are  certainly  net  in  the 
southwest  corner,  nor  does  the  Friends 
Record  of  Births.  Marriages  and  1  >caths 
at  Newport  contain  cither  name. 

Easily  1  came  to  the  name  Elam;  was 
it  English  or  was  it  Jewish?  It  was  in 
use  in  Judea  a  thousand  years  before 
Julius  Casar  landed  on  the  island  now- 
known  as  England.  "We  find  in  process 
of  time  the  whole  country,  from  Syria 
to  Phoenicia  on  the  north  to  Arabia 
Petrea  on  the  south,  and  from  the 
Mediterranean  on  the  west  to  the 
Euphrates  in  the  east,  was  stiled  Judea, 
and  the  whole  nation,  without  distinc- 
tion of  tribes,  was  called  by  the  name 
Jehudim,  or  Jews"'  (Universal  History. 
London,  1747,  v.  2,  3S3) .  Elam  was  the 
name  of  a  man  (Genesis  10,  22),  and 
it  continued  to  be  so  used  until  Gervas 
Elam  turned  up  in  Newport.  Elam  was 
a  son  of  Shem  (Chronicles  1,  17).  Elam 
was  the  father  of  children  (Ezra  1.  7; 
also  Nehemiah  7.  12).  There  were  chil- 
dren of  the  other  Elam  (Nehemiah  7, 
V,).      There    was    but    one    land    named 
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Elam.  Elam  was  the  name  of  a  family 
of    Jews     (Josephus,    Antiquities    of    the 

Jews,  j,  too).  These  families  of  Elams 
are  briefly  described  by  George  Rawlin- 
son  in  Smith's  Bible  Dictionary,  i,  515). 
These  three  "given"  or  "Christian" 
names  borne  by  the  Elam  men  known 
to  -us  here  in  Rhode  Isiand,  to  wit, 
Gervas,  Samuel  and  Emmanuel,  these 
are  all  Hebrew  or  Jewish  names.  Con- 
cerning the  third  1  have  already  given 
the  evidence;  concerning  the  second, 
evidence  is  not  needed.  It  is  matter  of 
common  knowledge.  I  will  give  a  note 
concerning  Gervas.  From  it  came  the 
name  Jarvis  now  in  use.  Writers  on 
the  origin  and  meaning  of  names  in- 
jLOfiii  us  inai  u  came  irom  the  teutonic 
people.  That  means  from  the  land  now 
known  as  Germany,  and  Austria,  and 
Holland.  The  Teutons  were  an  an- 
cient people  dwelling  upon  the  lands 
along  the  south  shores  of  the  Baltic 
(Univ.  Hist.,  London.  1748,  v.  19,  p.  6). 
These  Teutones  were  the  northern 
neighbors  of  the  Elamites,  and  both 
peoples  were  scattered ;  the  most  daring- 
went  into  various  countries  of  Europe, 
and    carried    their    names     with     them ; 


among  these  names  was  Gervas.  'J  he 
rirst  appearance  of  this  name  in  England 
is  given  in  a  chapter  entitled  "The  He- 
brew Invasion"  (.Bardslay's  Curiosities 
of  Puritan  Nomenclature,  p.  101 ).  h 
was  in  common  use  when  Henry  the 
Eighth  was  King,  1509- 1547,  but  now 
extinct.  Writers  describe  it  as  mascu- 
line in  form  and  meaning  a  spear  and 
z.ar.  It  was  a  baptismal  name  (, Lower's 
English  Surnames  I,   150). 

The  books,  as  I  have  stated,  all  inform 
us  that  Gervas  is  of  Teutonic  origin. 
But  Charlotte  M.  Yonge  informs  us 
"that  the  great  mass  of  modern  Eu- 
ropean nomenclature  springs  from  a 
cla^s  of  languages  which  it  is  convenient 
collectively  to  call  Teutonic  (Yonge's 
Hist.  Christian  Names  2,  162).  The 
Elamites  were  a  warlike  tribe.  "Elam 
bare  the  quiver  with  chariots  of  men 
and  horsemen"  (Isaiah  22-6).  "I  will 
break  the  bow  of  Elam,  the  chief  of 
their  might*'  (Jeremiah  49,  35).  What 
would  be  more  probable  than  for  an 
Elamite  to  Christen  his  boy  "Gervas". 
meaning  war  eagerness,  or  a  spear,  or 
war  itself?  And  if  it  was  an  Elamite 
word,    what    would   be   more   likely   than 
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for    the    Teutoaes    to    carry    it    into    Eu- 
rope?    But  it  may  be  that  the  Elamites 

carried  it  there  themselves  when  driven 
by  Jehovah  from  their  native  land.  "1 
will  bring  the  four  winds  from  the  four 
quarters  of  heaven  and  will  scatter  them 
towards  all  these  winds;  and  there  shall 
be  no  nation  whither  the  outcasts  of 
Elam  shall  not  come"  (Jeremiah  40,  36). 
'1  hi^  Xew  York  Jew  lawyer,  without 
saying  it,  attempts  to  make  you  believe 
that  the  name  Elam  was  that  of  a  cram- 
try  or  of  a  territory,  and  not  that  of  a 
Jewish  family  or  of  a  member  of  that 
tribe.  Without  saying  so,  he  attempts 
to  make  you  believe  that  the  Elam  tribe 
were  English  Quakers.  What  is  the 
use  01  attempting  to  make  men  believe 
in  these  days  that  an  English  disciple  of 
George  Fox  would  have  ever  used  the 
names  Gervas  or  Emmanuel  for  his 
sons?  Here  for  a  time  I  leave  these 
Oppenheim  questions,  but  I  thank  the, 
Jew  for  setting  me  at  work  upon  them. 


They   seem   to   have  houses   in   Boston 
for  the  slaughter  and  butchery  of  women. 


The  six-inch  sign  ordinance  is  to  be 
tested  in  the  Courts  sometime  within  the 
next  five  or  ten  years.  An  action  has 
been  brought  by  Chief  Mathews.  The 
public  ownership  of  highways  does  not 
seem  to  prevent  individuals  from  using 
them  as  basement  business  rooms;  01 
building  .projections  for  second  stories. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Boston 
Store  from  projections  half  across  to 
meet  O'Gorman  half  way  from  the  op- 
posite side. 


The  Coffee  Swindling  at  present  done 
by  every  retail  or  wholesale  dealer,  is 
tremendous.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
pure  coffee,  of  the  better  grade  now  sold. 
A  seven-cent  Mexican  is  browned, 
ground  and  mixed  with  a  sixteen-cent 
Java,  and  sold  at  35  cents.  It  pays  a 
profit  at  7  and  16  cents,  equally  mixed; 
it  costs  11  cents;  if  one-quarter  is  Java, 
and  three-quarters  Mexican,  the  cost  is 
9  cents,  and  fools  pay  from  25  to  45 
cents  a  pound  for  it. 


H.  M.  Caldwell  Co.,  of  Boston  and 
New  York,  have  added  this  year  to  their 
Remarque  Edition  of  Literary  Master- 
pieces the  following  new  books:  "Atala," 
by  Francois  Rene  Auguste  Chateau- 
briand, with  a  biographical  sketch  of  the 
author;  "Armando,"  by  Edmond  and 
Jules  de  Goncourt,  translated  by  Alfred 
E.  Haserick  and  with  an  Introduction 
by  W.  D.  Orcutt;  '"Corsair  and  Lara," 
by  Lord  Byron,  with  an  introduction  by 
M.  E.  Sweetser;  "The  Gold  Bug,"  by 
Edgar  Allan  Foe,  with  a  biographical 
sketch  of  the  author;  "Juliet  and 
Romeo/'  from  the  Italian  of  Luigi  da 
Porto,  with  an  introductory  essay  by  Dr. 
W.  J.  Rolfe;  "L'Arlesienne,"  by  Al- 
phonse  Dattdet,  with  a  biographical 
sketch  by  M.  F.  Sweetser;  ''Manon  Les- 
cant/'  two  volumes,  by  L'Abbe  Prevost, 
with  an  introduction  by  M.  i\  Sweetser; 
''Paul    and    Virginia,"    by    Bernardin    de 


St.  Pierre,  with  a  biographical  sketch  of 
the  author;  "Peter  Schlemihl,"  by  Adel- 
bert  von  Chamisso,  with  a  biographical 
sketch  of  the  author ;  "Werther,"  by  J. 
W.  von  Goethe,  with  a  biographical 
sketch  of  the  author;  "Undine,"  by 
Eriedrich,  Baron  de  La  Motte-Fouque. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the 
little  Handy  Volume  Series  published. 
Each  volume  is  a  masterpiece  of  the 
printer's  and  engraver's  arts,  and  each 
book  printed  on  hand-made  deckle-edge 
paper  contains  an  original  etching  front- 
ispiece by  Marcel.  There  are  four  dif- 
ferent styles  of  binding:  cloth,  parti 
unique,  full  red  leather,  and  full  limp 
chamois,  silk  lined.     : 


Kidd's  money  for  Sunday  Schools  and 
Churches,  was  pure  in  comparison  with 
the  money  of  Rockefeller.  Nevertheless, 
they  hanged  Kidd. 
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The  selling  of  rotten  eggs,  out  of  the 
cold  storage,  is  now  a  regular  business — 
notwithstanding  we  still  have  Attorney 
Generals  and  Grand  Juries.  It  i.i  really 
curious;  the  plan  is  to  expose  for  sale 
five  or  ten  boxes  of  eggs;  all  taken  from 
the  same  box  or  room  in  the  cold  stor- 
age. Spot  the  eggs  in  one  box  with  hen 
manure  and  fix  a  very  low  figure  on  that, 
with  higher  prices  on  each  of  the  re- 
maining nine.  Double  prices  for  the 
same  thing  is  now  the  fraud  in  every 
market  in  Providence. 


The  tremendous  prosperity  of  men  in 
business  here  in  Providence  is  finely  il- 
lustrated by  the  sign  To  Let,  where  the 

huge  What  Cheer  Grocery  Company  once 
held  forth,  and  the  large  building  on 
Snow  street  (that  magnificent  street  for  ! 
business),  built  especially  for  the  Pope  | 
Bicycle  and  Automobile  Co.,  will  pres-  i 
ently  be  entirely  empty.  The- prosperity  ! 
here  seems  to  have  been  too  great  for  j 
this  company. 


Mr.  Rawle,  in  his  admirable  work  on 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
asks  this  question:  ''Is  there  any  founda- 
tion for  the  position  that  in  a  republic 
the  People  are  naturally  betrayed  by 
those  in  whom  they  trust?"'  (Rawle  on 
Constitution,  1829,  p.  2S2.)  The  ques- 
tion is  the  exact  phraseology  of  Mr.  De 
Lolme.  It  is  the  heading  for  Book  2, 
cp.  9,  of  De  Lolme's  work  (The  English 
Constitution  London.  1S21).  It  is  proper 
to  say  that  De  Lolme  had  no  reference- 
to  the  United  States.  The  first  English 
translation  of  his  book  was  made  in 
1775.  -v^r-  Rawle  meets  the  proposition 
by  these  two  restrictive  powers :  "The 
legislature  is  restrained  by  a  fixed  and 
absolute  constitution  over  whirh  ;'  hu~ 
no  sort  of  power;''  and.  second.  "As  this 
may  not  always  be  a  sufficient  restraint, 
the  judicial  power  prevents  an  effectual 
barrier  against  its  exercises"  (p.  2S4. 
285)  ;  but  in  case  a  Corporation  packs  a 
General  Assembly;  and  this  packed  body 
packs  the  Judges  of  all  Courts,  how  are 
the  Peop'e  served  or  preserved? 


Easy  Lessons  in  Reading,  for  the 
Younger  Classes  in  Common  Schools, 
by  Joshua  Leavitt.  Keene,  N.  H.,  1S27. 
$1.00.  It  contains  curious  early  wood 
cuts  by  J.  W.  B.  One  of  them  is  a 
picture  of  G.  W.  and  his  Hatchet,  own- 
ing up  to  his  "Pa."  and  his  "Pa"  pat- 
ting G.  W.  on  his  head  for  not  lying. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  .Cooper's  History  of 
North  America,  containing  the  "cus- 
toms and  manners  of  the  original  inhabi- 
tants/' From  the  first  settlements,  to 
the  time  of  their  becoming  United,  Free, 
and  Independent  States.  i2mo.,  half 
slip.  Catskill  :  printed  for  John  Shaw, 
Book-seller  and  Book-binder,  l8ll.  $1.25. 


Vaccination  for  small  pox  originated 
with  the  Turks;  and  was  opposed  most 
fiercely  by  a1!  English  Physicians;  and 
fire  Doctors  in  Massachusetts  were  equal- 
ly fierce. 


The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,   1727.    $5.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 


The  Republican  victory  in  Rhode  Is- 
land on  Tuesday,  Nov.  7th,  consists  in 
the  "Utter"  destruction  of  the  Champlin 
gang  on  Block  Island;  on  the  "Utter" 
destruction  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  which  was  designed  to 
throw  the  State  power  into  the  control 
of  "Republicans;"  and  the  political  sui- 
cide of  "Chairman"  Holden,  who.  while 
a  leading  actor  in  obtaining  the  "control*1 
of  votes,  sat  at  his  desk,  and  counted  out 
the  necessary  number  as  the  returns 
came  in. 


•\» 
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YOU  WILL  RANK  HERE  because  you  will  find  we  render  a  mod- 
ern banking'  service,  exceptional  in  its  completeness:  unusual  in  its 
liberality  ;  honest  in  its  desire  to  do  the  best  by  the  capitalist  or 
wage  earners;  and  anxious  to  encourage  the  growth  of  the  smallest 
.  depositor  as  we  would  desire  the  account  of  the  largest.  No  matter 
in  connection  with  banking  is  too  great  for  us  to  handle  properly. 
None  too  small  to  be  given  close  and  thorough  attention.  We  solicit 
your  business  in  our  commercial  depertment. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Account' 
We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Checking  Accounts. 


Spitting  upon  sidewalks  may  be  a  nasty 
or  filthy  habit;  but  as  a  danger  to  health, 
it  is  absurd,  blow  much  is  the  danger 
lessened  by  depositing  the  sputum  on  the 
curbstone  or  in  the  gutter?  Here  is  very 
high  medical  authority  that  there  is  no 
danger  in  it.  It  is  not  possible  to  cite 
a  single  case  of  disease  ever  so  pro- 
duced : 

Sir  Henry  Burdett,  one  of  the  most 
notable  physicians  of  London,  in  an  ad- 
dress in  Boston  commented  severely  on 
the  treatment  of  consumptives  as  if  they 
were  dangerous  to  their  families.  Sir 
Henry  told  of  the  daughter  of  an  army 
officer  who  was  shut  up  in  a  room  and 
the  members  of  the  family  viewed  her 
tli rough  a  closed  window. 

He  said  further.  ''I  rest  my  reputation 
as  a  professional  man  that  there  is  no 
such  contagiousness  about  tuberculosis 
as  would  render  it  necessary  for  wretch- 
ed and  contemptible  panic  to  possess 
families.  We  know  perfectly  well  that 
with  ordinary  precautions  and  with  the 
intelligent  co-operation  of  the  patient 
steps  may  be  taken  thai   will  render  the 


disease    for   purposes   of   domestic   treat 
ment  reasonably  safe.'' 


The  N.  Y.  Times  Book  Review  de- 
fends the  robberies  of  Rockefeller,  and 
the  Standard  Oil  crowd,  by  a  column 
describing  the  work  of  Miss  Ida  TarbeM 
on  these  two  matters  '''Myth-making." 
There  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  anal- 
ogous to  mythology  when  Rockefeller 
raises  the  price  of  kerosene,  upon  the 
whole  community,  from  10  to  20  per  cent 
and  pockets  millions  of  money— yes — 
many  millions — a  man  who  advocates 
stealing  is  no  better  than  a  thief. 


It  was  a  refreshing  spectacle  to  see 
the  Boston  Herald  printing  false  reports 
of  the  '''Mutual"  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany   investigation,   as    true    reports,    for 

a  line.     It   is  a  lesson  on  the  value. 

or  worthlessness,  of  the  newspaper. 


Peddlers  of  farm  products  on  Canal 
street  are  rapidly  getting  a  vested  title 
to  the  lands  of  this  street.  Why  not  try 
a  case  in  the  courts  ? 
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The  New  York  Time's  of  Nov.  25th 
prints,  among  its  Queries,  this: 

A.  X.,  Brooklyn. — In  which  work  of 
Montaigne's  can  I  find  the  following 
sentence,  or  words  to  the  same  effect : 
"When  I  am  playing  sport  with  my  cat., 
who  knows  which  is  making  sport  of  the 
other?"  And  thus  explains,  or  answers 
it:  Bartlett  quotes  this:  "When  I  play 
with  my  eat.  who  knows  whether  T  do 
not  make  her  more  sport  than  she  makes 
me?"  and  refers  it  to  Montaigne's  "Apol-  j 
ogy  for  Raimond  Sebond." 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  both  the  querie 
and  the  answer  have  appeared  in  this 
Book  Review  a  year  or  two  ago.  This 
cat  illustration  has  been  used  in  England 
applied  either  to  Newton  or  some  other 
famous  man.  It  was  written  by  Mon- 
taigne in  1580.  There  have  been  two 
modern  reprints  in  Paris.  Both  are 
alike.  I  reproduce  the  earlier  one: 
"Quand  ie  me  ioue  a  ma  chatte  qui  scait 
si  elle  passe  son  temps  de  moy.  plus  que 
ie  ne  fois  d'elle?  Nous  nous  entretenons 
de  singeries  reciproques:  si  i'ay  mon 
heure  de  commencer  ou  de  refuser  aussi 
a. elle  la  sienne"  (Essais  de  Montaierne, 
Christian  ed..  Paris,  18^3.  p.  279).  The 
phraseology  of  the  Courbet  edition. 
Paris,   1874.  is  precisely  like  that  above. 


T  follow  with  an  early 
tion  by  Peter  Coste : 
laisne's    language: 


'vr 


know  by  the  strength  o 
incr   the    internal    and    s«:rbl 
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■oa- 
•  n  - 
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nd- 
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the  animals?  From  what  comparison 
betwixt  them  and  us  does  he  infer  them 
to  be  so  stupid  as  he  thinks  them?  When 
I  play  with  my  cat  who  knows  whether 
puss  is  not  more  diverted  with  me  than 
I  am  with  puss?  We  divert  each  other 
with  monkey  tricks.  If  I  have  my  time 
of  beginning  or  leaving  off,  she  also  has- 
hers." (Montaigne's  Essays,  Coste's  ed., 
London,  1776,  v.  2,  157.) 

The  version  cited  from  Bartlett  by 
the  Times'  Bool:  Review  was  taken  from 
the  Hazlitt- Wight  ed..  Xew  York,  1861, 
v.  2.  p.  136.  The  entire  paragraph  reads: 
'When  I  play  with  my  cat  who  knows 
whether  I  do  not  make  her  more  sport 
than  she  makes  me?  We  mutually  divert 
one  another  with  our  play.  If  I  have 
my  hour  to  begin,  or  to  refuse,  she  also 
has  hers'*  (Montaigne's  Essays.  X.  Y., 
1861,  v.  2,  p.  136). 

I  close  by  showing  the  line  of  thought 
which  led  Montaigne  to  write  the  cat 
paragraph  almost  in  his  own  language: 
Presumption  is  our  natural  and  original 
infirmity — the  most  wretched  and  frail 
of  all  creatures  is  man — yet  withal  the 
proudest — he  sees  and  feels  himself 
lodged  here  in  the  dirt  and  nastiness  of 
the  world,  on  the  -ante  floor  with  ani- 
mals of  the  worst  conditions  of  the  three 
species  (to  wit,  serpents).  By  the 
vanity  of  hi  5  iaiagjnati*  n  he  makes  hijii- 
•elf  equal  with  God.  Attributes  to  him- 
elf  Divine  qualities;  separates  himself 
from    the    crowd    of    other    creature-— 


1 86 


distributes  to  them  such  portion  of 
faculty  and  force  as  he  thinks  fit.  How 
does  he  know  by  the  strength  of  his 
understanding  the  internal  and  secret 
motives  of  the  animals?  Therefore  he 
relates  his  relations  to  the  cat. 

Coste's  edition  stands  among  scholars 
as  beyond  all  comparison  as  the  best, 
and  his  translation  oi  the  cat  paragraph, 
when  compared  with  Hazlitt's,  goes  fat- 
to  prove  the  fact. 


Whoever  "Observer",  who  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Journal,  on 
.silver  and  gold,  from  Pawtucket,  may 
be  1  do  not  know.  It  was  published  26 
November,  and  knocked  the  very  breath 
of  the  editor  out  of  his  body.  Silver 
has  risen  from  47  to  65.  The  breathless 
editor  then  closer  with  this  profound 
twaddle :  "The  principles  of  'sound' 
money  remain  the  same,  though  the 
?pecinc  application  of  them  may  differ 
from  time  to  time".  The  specific  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  of  truth  is  not 
always  the  same,  but  may  differ  from 
time  to  time..  The  editor  ought  at  once 
to  copyright  his  phrase. 


IT    IS    SO    MUCH    LIKE    TODAY. 

This  clipping  came  from  an  article   in 

I  *  *        o 

j   the    December    Century    by    F.    T.    Hill, 
J   "Lincoln  the  Lawyer": 

"It  is  a  significant  fact  that  in  a  com- 
j  munity  where  crime  was  virtually  un- 
j  known,  where  plain,  straightforward 
I  dealing  was  assumed  as  a  matter  of 
j  course,  and  credit  was  fearlessly  asked 
i  and  given,  Lincoln  wen  an  enviable  rep- 
j  utation  for  integrity  and  honor.  In  a 
j  moral  atmosphere  of  this  sort  ordinary 
1  veracity  and  fairness  attracted  no  par- 
j  ticular  attention.  Honesty  was  not  mere- 
;  ly  the  best  policy:  it  was  the  rule  of  life, 
!  and  people  were  expected  to  be  upright 

I  clerk  in  a  country  store  walked  miles  to 
j  deliver  a  few  ounces  of  tea  innocently 
j  withheld  from  a  customer  by  an  error  in 
j  the  scales,  and  when  he  made  a  long, 
j  hard  trip  in  order  to  return  a  few  cents 
\  accidentally  overpaid  him,  he  was  talked 
about,  and  the  fact  is  that  'honest  Abe' 
:   was  a  tribute,  not  a  nickname." 

And  Richard  A.  McCurdy  is  still  at 
I  large — and  Tiboo,  too!!  Have  grand 
i  juries  ceased  to  exist? 


W^ 
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The  Journal  of  November  iSth,  in  its- 
report  oi  the  insurance  investigation  in 
New  .York,  contains  these  paragraphs: 
"Samuel  S.  McCurciy,  assistant  reporter 
of  the  Equitable  Society,  was  next  called. 
He  had  formerly  been  secretary  to  Sec- 
retary William  Alexander  oi  the  "so- 
ciety'". As  assistant  register  he  had 
custody  of  vouchers  for  moneys  paid  out 
for  legal  expenses  for  the  last  ten  years." 
Here  is  a  specimen  :' 

"One  voucher  was  for  the  payment  of 
Siooo  to  Charles  R.  Brayton  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  on  Feb.  15,  1890,  for  legal 
services.  Mr.  McCurciy  said  he  did  not 
know  what  services  were  rendered  by 
Mr.   Brayton." 

Siiiiullan^ouoij  with  Luat  publication 
the  editor  of  the  Journal  made  this: 

NOT   OF   POLITICAL    NATURE. — GEX.    BRAYTON 

SAYS    HE    PERFORMED    SIMPLE    LEGAL 

SERVICES    FOR    EOU1TABLE. 

"Gen.  Charles  R.  Brayton,  when  asked 
this  afternoon  if  he  had  ever  performed 
any  legal  services  for  the  Ecpuitable  Life 
Assurance  Company,  for  which  a  voucher 
of  $1000  lias  been  produced  in  the  insur- 
ance investigation,  stated  that  he  had. 
fie  said  that  he  acted  as  local  counsel  for 
the  Equitable  back  in  1896.  This  was 
shortly  after  Gen.  Brayton  was  admitted 
to  the  United  States  Circuit  Court.     The 


General  said  that  the  services  which  he 
had  performed  for  the  Equitable  were 
not  of  any  political  nature,  but  simply 
legal  business." 

'1  his  delightful  paragraph  i-  well  worth 
a  htile  consideration,  with  specific  ex- 
amination of  the  -variety  of  "legal  scr- 
z'iccs"  existing  here  in  Rhode  Island. 
On  the  29th  April,  1890,  a  law  was 
enacted  authorizing  the  G  >vernor,  then 
Herbert  \V.  Ladd,  to  appoint  three-  com- 
missioners "to  revise,  simplify,  arrange 
and  consolidate  all  statutes  of  the  State, 
general  and  permanent".  Trie  three  gen- 
tlemen were  William  G.  Roelker,  Joseph 
C.  Ely  and  Henry  \Y.  Hayes.  The  law- 
declared  that  they  "shall  bring  together 
aii  statutes  and  parts  of  statutes  vvhich 
from  similarity  of  subjects  ought  to  be 
brought  together,  omitting  redundant 
and  obsolete  enactments,  and  making 
such  alterations  as  may  be  necessary  to 
reconcile  the  contradictions/'  etc.  They 
were  "authorized  to  submit  copies  of 
their  work  to  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  to  such  other  persons  as  they 
may  deem  it  advisable  to  consult  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  their  suggestions " 
etc.  The  six  3-ears  of  playing  with  the 
laws  performed  by  these  three  gentlemen 
was  work  without  a  parallel  in  Rhode 
Island.     But  on  no  subject  was  it  worse 
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than  upon  insurance.  The  only  pari  of 
the  laws  of  insurance,  as  they  existed 
here,  before  the  birth  of  this  commis- 
sion, and  existed  at  the  death  of  it,  were 
the  three  first  sections  of  the  General 
Laws  of  1896.  These  three  sections  were 
enacted  in  [888  (Pub.  Laws,  chap.  673). 
These  were  continued  verbatim.  They 
provided  practically  that  life  insurance 
companies  should  not  have  two  prices  for 
the  same  goods.  It  was  positively  far- 
cical. The  law  of  life  insurance  re- 
mained intact  and  unchanged ;  but  the 
law  of  tire  insurance  was  changed  from 
decency    to    damnation.  The    General 

Laws  were  printed  in  a  huge  volume 
which  the  Genera:  Assembly  ordered 
printed  to  taKe  effect  and  go  into  opera- 
tion February  1st,  1896:  and  on  the  15th 
of  February  Gen.  Drayton  received  his 
check  for  one  thousand  dollars  for  "legal 
services".  Did  the  '"simple  legal  service" 
of  Gen.  Drayton  consist  in  keeping  this 
farcical  life  insurance  law  upon  the  stat- 
ute book?  And  did  "'such  other  per- 
sons" consist  of  the  officers  of  the  fire 
insurance  corporations,  of  whom  several 
were  in  almost  constant  communication 
with  the  commission?  The  New  York 
Times     concerning     the     action     of     the 


■money  sent  by  insurance  companies  to 
Thomas  C.  Piatt  says:  "The  insurance 
money  sent  to  Mr.  Piatt— and  the  be- 
havior o\  legislative  candidates — was  di- 
rect and  immediate*'.  Was  the  money 
sent  to  Drayton  different  in  action?  Here 
appears  to  be  two  kinds  of  "legal"  ser- 
vice in  operation  here  in  Rhode  Island — 
one  consists  in  searching  Justice,  under 
the  laws;  the  other,  in  the  destruction 
of  Justice  by  using  money  in  making 
laws  for  corporations  and  other  inter- 
ested parties  having  money  sufficient  for 
the  corruption.  Men  must  act.  or  an- 
other civil  war  will  come.  Demosthenes, 
in  one  of  his  orations  against  Aristo- 
geiton,  the  corrup.test  demagogue  ever  in 
Greece,  gives  this  nne  description  01  law  : 
The  design  and  object  of  all  laws  is  to 
ascertain  what  is  just,  honorable  and 
expedient;  and  when  that  is  discovered, 
it  is  proclaimed  as  a  general  ordinance, 
equal  and  impartial  to  all.  This  is  the 
origin  of  law,  which  for  various  reasons 
all  are  under  an  obligation  to  obey" 
(Blackstone's  Commentaries,  Archibald's 
ed.,  Phil.,  1825,  v.  1.  p.  40).  Has  such 
been  the  work  of  Gen.  Brayton  in  the 
manipulation  of  the  Legislature?  And 
how  long  are  men  going  to  submit  to  it." 
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There   is   a   huge   sign   over   a   market 

me,  by  a  note  to  Sidney  S. 

Rider,  Provi- 

in       Providence,      where      turkeys      for 

deuce.  R.  I. 

Thanksgiving  are  sold,  which  reads  thus  : 

I  had  quite  overlooked  tii 

is  item  among 

XO     MISREPRESENTATION.       NO 

SHORT  WEIGHTS.  It  is  a  sufficient 
cause  for  our  Thanksgiving  that  we  haw- 
not  the  necessity  of  buying-— a  friend  re- 
membered us. 


The  Journal/led  by  the  work  of  Book 
Notes  in  the  matter  of  the  Jews  at  New- 
port,   uses    its    last    Sunday    issue   in    re-  \ 
producing    the    rotten    lies    oi    the    race 
which    have    for    seventy    years    been    in 
active  circulation.     Doe>  the  Journal  sup- 
pose   that   it   can   re-establish   these   lies?  ! 
or  was  it  the  work  of  Jake  the  Jew  who.   | 
I    am    told,    is    supreme    director    of    the  I 
contents     of    the     columns?        However  | 
done,   the   fact   remains   that  the  Journal  I 
is   used    to   perpetuate   these   rotten    lies, 


all 


whi 


ha1 


traced    directlv 


ba.ck   to   one    source,    Nathan    H.    Gould, 
and  their  rottenness  exposed. 


Any  man  having  an  imperfect  copy  of 
Penhallow's   Indian  Wars,   Boston.    1726.  \ 
one    of    rarest    books    of    New    England  j 
history,    may    help    himself,    or    possibly  [ 


the  Republican  victories  on  November  7. 
The  Newport  Herald  calls  attention  to  it  : 
'"  I  here  is  one  victory  for  "Good  Gov- 
ernment' that  has  received  very  little 
comment  from  the  machine  organs  in 
the  State,  and  that  is  the  election  of  an 
independent  Town  Council  in  the  home 
of  Charles  R.  Brayton.  Warwick  has 
been  a  strong  machine  town;  it  is  the 
home  of  Brayton  and  for  a  number  of 
years  the  majority  varied  from  500  to 
<Soo.  Col.  P.  H.  Quinn,  the  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  State  Committee,  lives 
in  that  town  also,  and  a  more  conscien- 
Liutis,  ciuic,  upright  man  uoes  not  nve 
within  the  borders  of  the  State.  He  has 
fought  the  machine  openly  and  at  the 
last  election  he  gave  the  boss  a  sound 
political  thrashing  in  his  own  town." 


President  Roosevelt  is  in  fine  shape  in 
reform  the  New  York  insurance  com- 
panies and  other  huge  robberies.  He 
owes  his  positions,  both  as  Governor  of 
New  York  and  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  directly  to  these  influ- 
ence s. 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


tliev.  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 

when    Roger  Williams  came  in  16  s6. 
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forestry  and  Irrigation  is  the  name  of 
the  official  organ  of  the  American  For- 
estry Association,  having  headquarters  at 
Washington,  D.   C.     It   is   a   beautifully 

illustrated  monthly  magazine  devoted  to 
the  subjects  which  its  title  indicates. 
Its  purpose  i.s  to  awaken  the  minds  ot 
men  to  the  evils  which  follow  the  de- 
struction of  the  forests.  Look,  for  in- 
stance, to  the  condition  of  France.  Men, 
from  sheer  greed,  will  strip  the  earth. 
What  Book  Notes  is  attempting  to  do 
now  is  to  call  the  attention  of  men  and 
women  (fools  and  dolls  excepted)  to 
the  work  of  Forestry  and  Irrigation  in 
setting  forth  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
forest  reserve  in  the  White  Mountains. 
Senator  (^  U.  S.)  Gallinger  of  New  j 
Hampshire  has  set  forth  admirably  the 
financial  value  of  a  forest  reserve  to  New  ! 
England;  and  Philip  W.  Ayres,  a  man 
of  practical  experience  and  real  knowl- 
edge, has  also  written  clearly  and  well 
upon  the  subject.  Book  Notes  asks  four 
men  to  consider  this  question,  and  if 
possible  support  a  forestry  reserve  for 
New  England.  These  four  men  are  Nel- 
son VV.  Aldrich,  George  Peabody  Wet- 
more,  Adin  B.  Capron  and  Daniel  L.  D. 
Granger. 


Once  it  was  the  Equitable;  now  it  is 
the  E-quit-able,  for  all  who  arc  able  to 
get  out  and  keep  out  of  it. 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
Washington  has  recently  sent  out  ad- 
vance sheets  of  a  treatise  on  "Soil  Sur- 
vey of  Rhode  Island",  made  by  F.  E. 
Bonstee!  and  E.  P.  Carr.  These  advance 
sheets  are  premonition.-  of  a  forthcoming 
Report  of  the  Field  Operations  of  the 
Division  of  Soils.  These  advance  sheets 
contain  two  soil  maps- — one  called  the 
Providence  Division  of  Rhode  Island; 
the  other  the  Newport  Division.  These 
two  map.-,  cover  the  entire  State  and  they 
are  masterly  in  detail,  and  beautiful  in 
execution.      Their    sizes    are,    Providence 


cover  the  entire  State.  These  two  maps 
by  careful  study  will  show  every  hill, 
pond,  road  or  other  natural  formation, 
every  kind  of  soil  and  the  nature  of  it. 
There  are  eleven  varieties  of  soil  in  t In- 
state, and  an  analysis  of  each  is  given  ; 
and  the  colored  maps  show  just  where 
each  is  situated.  The  essay  begins  with 
a  "History  of  the  Settlement  of  Rhode 
Island".  With  this  I  am  more  familiar 
than  with  lands  and  soils  and  "dune- 
sand".  For  1T1  i s  reason  I  suggest  a  few 
bits  of  criticism  historical.  Rhode  Island 
did  not  hold  back  in  her  ratification  of 
the  United  States  Constitution  in  1790 
because  she  was  an  advocate  of  state 
rights.  In  truth,  she  was  the  first  State 
lo  propose  me  suneiiuci  wi  iiiese  ngiits 
and  to  establish  the  United  States.  There 
was  no  "conflict  for  supremacy  between 
the  "whites"  of  Rhode  Island  and  the 
Indians  for  supremacy".  The  Colony 
was  never  "drawn  into  the  King  Philip 
war".  Nor  was  a  Rhode  Island  man 
engaged  in  the  Swamp  Fight  of  1675.'  I 
return  to  the  word  "dunesand",  which 
few  well  understand.  When  a  man  in 
England  writes  of  the  "Downs"  of  Kent 
he  means  the  low  sands  of  the  country; 
dune  and  downs  are  the  same. 


An  extremely  pretty  edition  of  Tenny- 
son's In  Memoriam  is  published  by  If. 
M.  Caldwell  Co.  of  Boston  and  New 
York.  It  has  an  introduction  by  Alice 
Maynell,  and  the  closing  is  the  analysis 
by  F.  W.  Robcrt>on.  Upon  this  poem 
Tennyson's  poetic  fame  most  rests.  This 
edition  is  very  neat  and  inexpensive. 
Prettily  bound  in  limp  red  leather  it  is 
only  a  dollar. 


X34,  and  Newport  25x41 


d  the  two 


I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  forty-eight 
years,  constantly  paying.  Richard  Mc- 
Curdy  says  he  lias  been  "connected"  with 
me  in  the  business  fort) -five  years.  How 
much  has  he  paid?  I  say,'  out  with  the 
McCurdys  and  all  their  Tiboos.  They 
have    too    much    financial    talon!    for    the 
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business.  Within  a  month  a  poor  fellow 
here  has  been  sent  to  prison  for  going 
into  a  shop  after  dark,  with  a  key,  and 
stealing  51.05.  At  that  rate,  why  not 
apply  the  rule  to  "the"  McCurdy? 


There  is  not  one  honest  and  intelligent 
man  in  the  United  States  who  will  be- 
lieve that  President  Roosevelt  spoke  the 
truth  in  his  infamous  letter  to  Mr.  II. 
M.  Whitney  and  the  two  men  who  were 
with  Whitney  when  he  listened  to  Roose- 
velt's language.  Tt  is  almost  a  parallel 
with  Roosevelt's  work  with  Bowen  and 
Loomis.  No  faith  whatever  can  be  taken 
when  the  President  promises;  he  always 
ll^ps.  Is  an  honest  life  less  valuable  to 
this  United  States — Republic — Lhan  any 
strenuous  life  possible  to  be  lived;  or 
has  the  time- come  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Czar  at  Washington? 


which  they  have  brought  out  in  the 
"Pleasant  Street  Series"'.  The  book  will 
undoubtedly  be  popular  with  the  younger 
readers  at  the  bedtime  hour.  Crib  and 
Fly  are  always  up  to  some  mischief,  both 
in  the  country  as  well  as  the  city,  and 
the  way  they  get,  out  of  it  shows  the 
sagacity  of  the  two  dog  friends.  The 
volume  is  attractively  illustrated  by  L.  J. 
Bridgman,  wdio  has  made  a  close  study 
of  all  animals.  The  binding  is  of  Jap- 
anese crepe  and,  though  striking,  shows 
perfect  taste. 


Commissioner  of  Public  Works  Wal- 
ter F.  Slade  lias  done  the  "'public"  who 
dwell  in  Olneyville  an  immense  service 
in  causing  the  sidewalks  along  Broadway 
down  to  Olneyville  square  to  be  con- 
creted. These  walks  are  now  used  by  I 
more  than  to.OOO  people  every  week,  and  | 
newer  having  been  concreted,  were  in 
terrible  condition  for  the  footwear  of 
the  people  forced  to  use  them.  ?.Tr. 
Slade  deserve^  the  thanks  of  all  good 
men.  He  has  quietly  and  expeditiously 
done  a  most  necessary  public  work. 


Prosperity  proof:  Two  men  died  lit- 
erally of  starvation,  both  having  families 
in  "Shoe  Fly'5  village,  in  or  between  Ol- 
neyville and  Providence,  in  the  autumn 
of  J905.  They  had  been  sustained  here- 
tofore bv  a  "Protective''  system. 


"Automobilia"  is  the  title  of  a  b  >ok 
written 'by  Charles  Welsh,  or  perhaps 
only  edited  by  him.  It  is  filled  with 
anecdotes,  stories,  bon  mots,  and  the 
History  of  the  Evolution  of  the  Ma- 
chine, of  its  great  "value  to  health",  of 
it.--,  value  in  war,  and  how  the  possession 
of  one  constitutes  the  sum  of  human 
happiness.  But  "it  is  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  an  average  man"  (p.  26),  and 
"the  workingman  will  have  to  economize 
or  at  least  save  money"  (p.  68),  or  go 
without.  Some  of  the  verse  is  unique, 
and  the  form  of  the  book  is  not  less 
unique,  for  it  is  cut  into  the  form  of  the 
automobile.  It  is  printed  in  two  colors, 
with  border  designs  by  Iorio.  It  is 
Thanksgiving;  let  the  laboring  poor  re- 
member that  the  neck-breaking  qualities 
of  the  automobile  are  reviewed  specially 
for  the  rich. 


The   Russian   people  may  be  wild,  and 

they    may    be    bloody,    but  they    cannot 

be   more   SO  than    this    Czar  and  his   pre- 
decessors have  been. 


Charles    Welsh    has    edited    for    11.    M 
Caldwell  Co.,  <  f  Boston  and  New  York,  j 
"A  Tale  of  Two  Terriers;  Crib  and  Fly," 


The  Journal,  14th  November,  says : 
"There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  pres- 
ent outbreak  of  yellow  fever  at  Havana 
is  due  to  the  migration  of  a  number  of 
mosquitoes  from  New  Orleanc  in  a  box 
of  electrical  apparatus".  How  can 
migration  by  a  mosquito  be  done  in  a 
packing  case  of  merchandise?  How  came 
the  insect  to  remain  in  the  case  while 
the  packing  was  done  and  the  cover 
nailed  on?  Again,  the  "outbreak"  of 
yellow  fever  consisted  of  three  cases,  all 
from  New  York  by  steamship.  How 
came  these  three  persons  on  a  ship  ap- 
proaching  Havana    to   be   "bitten"   by   a 
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mosquito  in  a  box  of  electrical  apparatus 
in  a  theatre  in  Havana?  And  yet  on 
such  evidence  the  Journal  fixes  the  fact 
of  cause.  If  mosquitoes  brought  to  our 
entire  southern  coast  the  yellow  fever, 
why  did  not  some  of  the.  insects  land 
on  Cuba  or  on  the  Isle  of  Pines?  Never 
was  medical  nonsense  more  clearly 
shown  than  in  this  ridiculous  work. 


The  Craftsman  for  December  as  a 
work  of  art  is  without  a  peer.  It  has 
nearly  a  hundred  beautiful  reproductions, 
largely  relating  to  Christmas  and  to 
Christ,  and  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  Among 
the  wonderful  things  it  tells  is  the  story 
of  the  Guarnerius  violin,  for  which 
Havemeyer  paid  $12,000.  The  most  valu- 
able paper  of  the  development,  on  na- 
tional lines,  of  the  Japanese  is  that  told 
by  Mr.  Grifris  in  the  November  Crafts- 
man. In  very  truth  this,  monthly  vi>it<r.- 
is  a  thought  producer  of  the  most  virile 
type. 


The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,   1727.     $5.00. 

Scarron   was   the  husband   of  the   lady 
who  came  subsequently   to  be  known  as 
Madame  de-Maintenon  and  the  most  im 
moral  man  then  living  in  Paris. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary- 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1S09.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 
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Saturday,  Dec.  16,  1905.       ™  1 


A  SECOXD  EXPOSURE  OF  THE  UTTER  NON- 
SENSE OF  THE  CLAIM  THAT  RICHARD 
SCOTT  WAS  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  FIRST 
COMPACT  FOR  SETTLERS  IN  PROVIDENCE 
\\  HICH   ROGER  WILLIAMS   WROTE  IN    IO37. 

In  May  of  the  present  year  the  R.  I. 
Citizens'  Hist.  Soc.  held  a  meeting  to 
listen  to  a  man  from  New  York  city  who 
made  an  argument  to  prove  that  Richard 
Scott  wrote  the  compact  for  the  second 
comers  to  sign  wlien  these  new  settlers 
came  here  to  Providence.  It  has  for  up- 
wards of  seventy  years  been  the  opinion 
that  Roger  Williams  was  the  author  of 
that  compact.  Stephen  F.  Peckham  made 
the  argument.  It  was  not  printed,  but  if 
any  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  a  report 
in  the  Providence  Journal,  this  was  its 
purpose:  "Mr.  Peckham  argued  that,  as 
the  handwriting  of  the  compact  declaring 
for  civil  and  religious  liberty  was  the 
same  as  that  of  the  signature  of  Richard 
Scott,  the  chances  were  in  favor  of  the 
theory  that  the  famous  document  was  the 
creation  of  this  companion  of  Roger 
Williams  rather  than  of  Roger  Williams 
himself." 

The  writer  of  Rook  Notes  held  the 
opinion  that  Roger  WiHams  was  the  real 
author,  and  that  Scott  could  have  had 
no  connection  whatever  with  the  writing 
of  it.  These  were  the  grounds:  First. 
the  matter  of  handwriting  was  not  new. 
it  having  been  raised  in  1869  by  one 
Martin  B.  Scott;  a  fac  simile  -bowed 
analytically  not  the  slightest  ground  for 


Scott's,  nor  Peckham's  claim.  Second, 
rhe  shameless  fraud  in  M.  B.  Scott's  pre- 
tended quotations  from  Knowles,  who 
had,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Williams,  ex- 
pressed trie  opinion  that  \\  illiams  wrote 
the  compact.  Scott  (M.  B.)  by  these 
false  citations  attempted  to  invalidate 
Knowles's  opinion.  Third.  I  showed  that 
Williams,  in  a  letter  tn  Winthrop,  had 
submitted  a  draft  of  the  compact  for 
Guv.  Winthrop's  opinion.  Such  evidence 
I  considered  annihilation  to  the  opinion 
that  Richard  Scott  wrote  the  compact. 
(Book  Xotes,  July  T5.  1905.)  I  have 
recently  received  two  communications 
from  Mr.  S.  F.  Peckham  expre=ing  his 
views  of  the  evidence,  or  what  I  con- 
sidered evidence,  in  the  case.  I  print  his 
views,  in  the  order  first,  second  and  third, 
named  above,  with  my  present  answer. 
Concerning  Martin  B.  Scott's,  Air.  Peck- 
ham says  : 

"I  never  before  heard  of  the  paper  by 
Martin  Bowen  Scott,  to  which  you  refer, 
and  I  am  unable  to  =ce  what  any  mis- 
quotation of  Knowles  has  to  do  with  the 
authorship  of  the  cc  mpact".  I  said  noth- 
ing about  Martin  Bnzcen  Scott.  Martin 
B.  Scott  was  the  name  T  used.  If  Peck- 
ham had  truly  never  heard  of  the  paper 
rntil  he  saw  ft  in  Rook  Xotes.  how  did 
he  come  to  know  that  B.  stood  for 
D oiven?  A'.oin,  this  Scott  made  certain 
Quotations  from  Knowles's  Memoir  of 
Roger  Williams,  expressing  Knowles's 
views   of   the   compact   and   of  Williams 


'94 


as  the  author  oi  it.  Scott's  citations 
were  false.  Scott  did  this  for  the  pur 
pose  of  overthrowing  ihcm.  1  showed 
this  falsity  of  these  quotations.  Now 
Peckham  can't  ^ce  how  an  exposure  of 
Scott's  falsification  has  anything  to  do 
with  the  authorship  of  the  compact. 
Well,  they  have  nothing  to  Jo  with  this 
authorship,  but  they  are  settlers  of  the 
opinion  of  Scott,  that  Roger  Williams 
was  not  the  author.  Scott's  position 
upon  the  question  of  this  authorship 
gCQS  where  the  storks  oi  all  false  wit- 
nesses go. 

I  come  now  to  the  letter  to  Winthrop. 
Mr.  Peckham  says:  "As  to  the  letter  to 
Winthrop.  that  is  entirely  new  to  me,  and 
1  am  especially  obliged  to  you  for  it.  It 
i;  the  most  convincing  proof  that  1  have 
ever  seen  that  Roger  Wiliams  never 
wrote  these  words.  "Only  in  civil 
things".  Read  Roger  Wiliams's  book  in 
reply  to  John  Cotton,  "The  Bloudy 
Tenent  of  Persecution  Discussed".  Roger 
Williams  did  not  believe  in  a  govern- 
ment '"only  in  civil  things.  He  believed 
in  a  Theocracy  very  vigorously  adminis- 
tered". Concerning  this.  Book  Xotes 
had    emoted'    from    Williams's    letter    to 


Winthrop  this  clause,  "Onr  dangers  call 
upon  us  to  be  compact  in  a  civil  :eay 
and  power",  never  suspecting  that  the 
clause  would  furnish  anybody  with  the 
"'most  convincing  proof"  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams never  wrote  the  words,  "Only  in 
civil  things",  which  appear  on  the  rec- 
orded copy,  but  not  on  the  copy  in  the 
letter.  But  this  last  clause  by  Mr.  Peck- 
hrm  is  so  extraordinary  that  1  shall  give 
it  a  brief  setting  forth. 

Had  Mr.  Peckham  read  this  letter  he 
would  have  found  these  words  in  it  : 
"We  have  no  Patent,  nor  doth  the  face  of 
magistracy  suit  zcith  our  present  condi- 
ticus  (Narr.  Club  6,  p.  4).  In  what, 
then,  consisted  the  "face  of  magistracy" ? 
A  magistrate  then  was  a  Ruler,  cusfos 
utriusquc  Tabulae,  meaning  a  Ruler  un- 
der both  tables  of  the  law — isl,  the  law 
of  Me>ses ;  2nd,  the  law  of  the  New 
Testament.  (Jacob's  Law  Diet.,  1736. ) 
Again,  "magistracy  retains  the  image  of 
God,  as  according  to  his  commandments 
they  exercise  office;  magistracy  t<> 
which  they  are  called"  (Raleigh's  Hist. 
Bk.  1,  c.  2).  The  very  learned  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Clark,  the  most  distinguished  philo- 
sophical   scholar   of   his    time.    1700-1725. 
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writes:     "Magistrates  are  to  govern  ac-  ',  Cotton's  answer  to  Williams's  Bloudy 

cording    to    these    instructions     of     Job  1  enent    reads:      "The    Magistrates    ad- 

(,Chap.   29,    vs.    14-25J.     "1    (the   magis-  \i^ed    the   church    of    Salem    not    to   call 

trate.)     put     on     righteousness,     and     it  Williams   10   office   in    their  church;    the 

clothed  me;  my  judgment  wa>  as  a  robe  church  made  choice  of  him.  Soon  after 
and  a  diadem."  .  .  .  "Unto  me  men  when  the  church  made  suit  to  the  court 
gave  ear,  and  waited  and  kept  silence  at  \',x  a  parcell  of  laud  adjoining  to  them 
my  counsel".  .  .  .  "After  my  words  the  courts  delayed  to  grant  their  rc- 
they  spake  not  again,  and  my  speech  quest".  (Nar.  Club  2,  p.  50.) 
dropped  upon  them".  ...  "1  chose  Williams's  banishment  was  done  by- 
out  their  way  and  sat  chief,  and  dwelt  the  "magistrates  of  Massachusetts  J'-ay 
■  as  a  king  in  the  army".  "In  all  tyran-  Colony"  because  Williams  held  "that  the 
nical  governments  the  supreme  magis-  civil  magistrates'  power  extends  only  to 
tracy  or  the  right  of  making  and  enforc-  the  bodies,  and  goods,  and  outward  state 
ing  the  laws  is  vested  in  one  and  the  of  men".  (Cotton's  Answer  to  Wil- 
same  man,  or  the  same  body  of  men;  i  Horns  (Narr.  Club  2,  p.  41).  Mr.  Wil- 
and  whenever  these  two  powers  are  '  Hams  said  to  Wimhrop,  "Nor  doth  the 
'.mi ted  together  there  cati  be  no  public  |  face  of  magistracy  suit  unlit  our  present 
liberty"  (Blackstone's  Com.,  Dk.  1,  ;  conditions".  Nevertheless  Mr.  Pechkam 
Cp.  2).                                                                j  says  Williams  believed  in  "a    Theocracy 

Jeremy  Taylor,   1660.  speaks   of  "Civil   I  very   vigorously   administered".      A    the- 

and  Religious  Acts"-     Hence  one  is  not  '  ocracy    and    a    magistracy    of    thai    time 

the  other.     He  also  speaks  of  acts  which  i  were  the  same.     It  was  a  government  by 

are  magistratick  or  ec.clesia stick                  j  God  himself,  but  when  God  was  neces- 

Pilate   called   together    the   "princis   of  j  sa'rily  absent   on  other  matters   the   goy- 

prestes    (chief   priests)    and    the    magis-   j  ernment   was  to  be  carried  on  by  priests 

trails  of  the  people"   (Luke  23,  13).             j  or    magistrates    representing    themselves 

Such   was. a  magistracy  in  New  Eng-  ;  a.i    being   special    agents   of  God.        Mr. 

Iang    in    Williams's    time.      Here    is    an  Peckham    would    have    us     believe     that 

instance  of  how  it  worked  with  him,  told  when  Wiliams  said,  "The  face  of  magis- 

by    John    Cotton,    himself     one     of     the  j  tracy  doth  not  suit",  he  meant  to  estab- 

magistrates.                                                           I  lish  a  vigorously  administered  theocracy; 
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or  when  Williams  desired  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment in  a  civil  way  and  power  it  was 
proof  that  he  never  wrote  the  words 
"only  in  civil  things".  Peckham  might 
as  well  say  white  is  black,  as  to 
say  Williams's  purpose  was  to 
establish  an  eeclesiastieal  despotism, 
vigorously  administered,  as  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  what  he  says.  Mr.  Peck- 
ham  tells  me  to  read  the  Bloudy  Tenent, 
written  by  Williams.  He  specifies  no 
passages;  the  book  is  a  quarto  of  450 
pages;  I  can  roam  at  will.     Here  goes: 

"All  civill  states  with  their  officers  of 
Justice,  in  their  respective  constitutions 
and  administrations,  are  proved  essen- 
tially civill;  and  therefore  not  Judges, 
Governors,  or  Defemlours  01  the  spirit- 
ual or,  Christian  state  and  worship". 
Again,  "God  requireth  not  an  uniformity 
of  Religion  to  be  enacted  and  enforce'] 
in  any  Civill  State — enforced  uniformity. 
Sooner  or  iater  is  the  greatest  occasion 
of  Civill  warre"  (Bloody  Tenent,  Narr. 
Club  3,  pp.  3.  4).  What  can  'Sir.  Peck- 
ham  mean,  or  what  use  is  any  dictionary  j 
to  any  man  who  writes  that  Roger  Wil-  j 
Hams  "Relieved  in  a  Theocracy  vigor-  j 
ously  administered"?  Rut  let  me  pro- 
ceed. 


Roger  Williams  cites  Brentius  (1580)  : 
"No  man  hath  power  to  make  or  give 
laws  to  Christians  whereby  to  bind  their 
consciences"  (Bloody  Tenent,  p.  35). 
He  cites  Martin  Luther  (1522):  "Tin- 
laws  of  the  civil  magistrates'  government 
extend  no  further  than  over  the  body, 
or  goods,  and  to  that  which  is  externa!  ; 
for  over  the  soul  God  will  not  suffer 
any  man  to  rule"  (Bloody  Tenent,  p.  36). 
"The  spirit  of  God  never  intended  to 
direct  or  warrant  the  magistrate  to  use 
his  power  in  spiritual  affairs  and  relig- 
ious worship*'  (JBloody  Tenent,  161). 
"Scripture  cannot  be  truly  alleged  by 
any  for  the  power  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate to  be  exercised  in  Spiritual  and 
Soule-matters'5  (Bloudy  ienent,  162). 
"The  magistrates'  forcing-  men  to  godli- 
ness or  the  worshipping  of  God  in  truth 
causeth  the  greatest  breach  of  peace  and 
the  greatest  distractions  in  the  world" 
(Bloody  Tenent.  237).  "The  proper 
means  whereby  the  civil  Power  may  and 
should  attain  its  end  are  only  political" 
(Bloody  Tenent,  247).  "The  mean- 
whereby  the  church  may  and  should  at- 
tain her  ends  are  only  ecclesiastical" 
(Bloody  Tenent,  p.  248). 

So    that    magistrates     as     magistrates 
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have  no  power  of  setting  up  the  form  of 
church  government ;  electing  church  offi- 
cers ;  punishing  with  church  censures"; 
"churches,  t-^  churches,  have  no  power  of 
erecting  or  altering  forms  oi  civil  gov- 
ernment; electing  civil  officer*;  inflicting 
civi!  punishments;  as  by  deposing  the 
magistrates  from  their  civil  authentic" 
(Bloody  Tenent,  24S).  '"The  sovereign, 
original  and  foundation  of  civil  power 
lies  in  the  people"  (Bloody  Tenent.  249). 
Richard  Scott  wrote  a  letter  descrip- 
tive of  Roger  Williams.  It  was  printe  I 
in  a  book  entitled  "The  Xew  England 
Fire  Brand  Quenched",  London,  167S. 
Scott  thus  describes  Roger  Williams : 
"He    professed    Liberty    of    Conscience. 

arH   wo  ;    i.  1  7--0  .-.11c   for  ,1"  3\    t'\Z  first   CGITI 

ing  home  of  the  charier  (of  1663)  that 
nothing  in  government  must  be  acted  till 
that  was  granted'''  (page  247).  If  Sc  »tt 
told  the  truth,  how  can  Peckham's  the- 
ocratic nonsense  be  true?  The  charter 
contains  this  clause : 

"In  their  address  they  freely  declared 
that  'a  most  flourishing  civill  state  may 
stand  and  be;.:  be  maintained  with  a  full 
iibertie  in  religious  concernments'."  The 
King  declared,  ''Wee  being  willing  to  en- 
courage    the     hopeful     undertaking: — our 


Royal  will  and  pleasure  is  that  noe  per- 
son within  the  said  Colcnye  at  any  tymc 
hereafter  shall  bee  any  wise  molest  '. 
punished,  disquieted,  or  called  in  ques- 
tion for  any  ditTerences  in  opini<  n  in 
matters  of  religion  (Laws  of  R.  I.  1822,  p. 
5;.  The  name  of  Roger  William-  - 
in  the- charter;  but  the  name  of  R:  rd 
Sc  '.  does  not  appear  in  the  document. 
If,  in  1638,  Scott  wrote  thai  compact 
which  established  a  government  Only  in 
Civil  Things,  why  did  he  withold  his 
name  from  the  charier?  The  General 
Assembly  affirmed  this  law  during  its 
?ec  :  1  session  under  the  charter  in  May, 
1664  (Col.  Rec.  2,  p.  57).  Roger  Wil- 
liams was  then  an  assistant,  or  sei 
as  v.*e  . ..-,.>  kno\\  ihcm.  Richard  bcort 
was  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
government. 

There  i-  one  other  point  upon  which  I 
must  touch;  in  my. former  paper  I  stated 
that  Richard  Scott  did  not  reach  Provi- 
dence as  an  inhabitant  "'much  before  Oc- 
tober. :63s".  He  did  not  reach  it  until 
after  the  first  of  October,  and  hence  for 
that  reason  could  not  have  written  the 
compact ;   and  here   is   the  evidence : 

About  the  1st  of  October,  1638,  Roger 
Wii'iams    wrote   a    letter    to    Gov.    John 


The  Lands  of  Rhode  Island 


as  they  were  known  to 


CAUNOUNICUS  AND  MIANTUNNOMU 


when    Roger  Williams  came  in  1636. 
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Winthrop  giving  an  account  of  a  peace 
agreement  between  Uncas  and  Mianto- 
nomi,  which  he  (Williams)  had  made 
(Narr.  Club  0.  120;.  For  the  agreement 
itself,  see  Potter's  Hist.  Narragansett, 
p.  177.)  Wi'lianis  tells  of  his  most  in- 
tt  resting  journey,  and  that  his  "company, 
Mr.  Scott,  a  Suffolk  man,  and  Mr.  Cope, 
advised  our  stop  and  turn  hack"'.  The 
agreement  was  signed  21st  September 
163S.  Mr.  Williams  had  to  return  from 
Hartford  to  Providence,  then  wa:k  to 
Plymouth,  stay  there  some  days  ;  then 
walk  back  to  Providence  before  writing 
t  )  Winthrop.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
I  have  fixed  upon  Oct. 'her  1st,  1638,  for 
the  daic,  rt  being  not  dated.  Mr,  Edward 
Cope- had  been  admitted  an  inhabitant 
of  Providence,  and  had  paid  for  his  home 
lot  nearl\-  a  year  before,  in  1637.  (Prov. 
Early  Rec.  1,  3.)  Cope,  with  Scott,  but 
after  him,  had  signed  the  first  compact 
of  the  second  comers.  Richard  Scott 
was  then  "a  Suffolk  man",  according  to 
Roger  Williams.  If  Scott  had  become  an 
inhabitant,  in  October.  163S.  of  the  town 
of  Providence,  would  Williams  have 
spoken  of  him  as  being  a  Suffolk  man? 
These  facts  have  been  overlooked  by  all 
former  writers.  Staples  fixed  the  date 
when  Scott  left  Boston  to  settle  here  a? 
"before  March,  1638".  Austin  fixed  it  as 
being  on  the  20th  August.  1637,  or  a 
tittle  later:  Arnold  fixed  it  "in  1637*'; 
but  I  fix  it  in  October,  1638.  1  deny 
that  Richard  Scott  ever  had  any  part  in 
the  construction  of  the  first  compact, 
and  I  assert  that  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life  was  against  it :  and  I  affirm  that 
Roger  Williams  was  the  sole  author  of 
this  compact,  and  ]  assert  that  every 
political  act  of  his  life  sustains  the  asser- 
tion. That  Roger  Williams  ever  favored 
or  desired  a  theocratic  government  is 
farcical  nonsense,  and  the  entire  claim  of 
Mr.  S.  P.  Peckham  has  not  the  slightest 
foundation   in  history. 

In  this  opinion  1  am  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  thus: 
"We  think  we  may  assert  as  an  absolute 
truth  in  Rhode  Island  that  no  ecclesias- 


tical clement  exists  in  the  jurisprudence 
of  this  State  {Rhode  Isiand)  or  in  the 
framework  of  its  government.  We  do 
not  believe  that  any  one  would  dare  to 
suggest  the  contrary  doctrine;  and  should 
this  court  declare  that  such  contrary 
doctrine  is  law  today,  there  might  be 
expected  a  disturbance  in  the  grave  of 
Roger  Williams  himself"  ^R-  I.  Reports 
J  0,  234  ) . 


Representatives  of  one  million  of  em- 
ployes at  work  upon  the  railroads  in 
this  country  visited  President  Roosevelt 
to  protest  against  his.  ^Roosevelt's)  work 
in    asking    Congress    to    take    away    from 

in.,,-,    cental!  in  -"•    th"    -I'Vo*^1*!    ♦'—    >- 

to  make  "rebates";  that  is,  specially 
lower  prices  for  carrying  freight  to  cer- 
tain favored  individuals,  and  to  be  used 
in  exacting  higher  prices  for  all  actual 
necessities  of  life  for  those  obliged  to 
use  these  goods.  These  employes  resist 
because  they  say  their  wages  will  fail. 
Pi  other  words,  unless  Rockefeller,  and 
Armour,  and  the  coal  mine  "owners" 
use  these  "highways"'  to  rob  the  people, 
these  railway  laborers  will  resist.  Well, 
let  another  civil  war  come.  Men  \vi  1 
presently  have  exactly  equal  rights  on 
highwavs.  --r 


Two  more  young  men  have  been  killed 
by  the  poison  gas  which  the  Providence 
Gas  Company  continues  to  send  con- 
tinually into  our  homes:  And  the  poison 
is  sent  into  our  homes  for  the  purpose 
oi  increasing  the  percentage  of  dividends 
to  the  stockholders.  Have  we  no  rem- 
edy? 


The  Xew  York  Times  says  editorially: 
"In  case  Hearst  is  counted  in,  the  owner- 
ship of  all  municipal  .franchises  will  lie 
in  the  people;  inalienability  will  prevail. 
In  case  Hearst  is  not  counted  in.  the 
matter  of  municipal  ownership  will  die 
but".  The  'Times  is  of  course  the  sum 
of  all   knowledge.     Suppose   it   is     h    ivn 
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that   Hearst   was  counted  out,  what   will 
be   the   result?     I*-   the  power   to   levy   a  ' 
tax  upon  every  one  of  us,  'whenever  we 
travel  upon  a  highway,  going  to  be  con- 
tinued   to    certain    individual    men?      Is 
Rockefeller    going    to    be    permitted    to 
take    forty    millions    of    money   annually  • 
fn  in    men    by    handling    kerosene    oil,    a  j 
natural    product    of    the    earth?      Look 
one    moment    at    coal    and   how    men   are 
robbed   in   usmg  this   natural   product   of 
the  earth.     According  to  the  Xew  York  J 
Times,  it  all  turns  upon  the  question  of 
the  counting  in  oi  Hearst. 


There 


so    much    ignorance    and    so 


Miss  Annie  S.  Peck,  not  long  since 
teacher  in  one  of  our  primary  school! 
is  around  lecturing  on  the  number  of 
men  which  will  be  needed  to  make  the 
"Culebra"  Cut  on  Panama.  What  is 
this  woman's  opinion  worth  in  matters 
of  mechanical  construction?  Not  lung 
since  her  lecture  was  delivered  here  in 
Providence.  and  this  former  teacher  used 
the  children  in  the  schools  through  the 
teachers  to  sell  her  tickets.  Such  work 
is  outrageous.  The  astounding  audacity 
exhibited  by  this  former  teacher  in 
"lecturing"  an  opinion  upon  a  question 
on  which  the  greatest  civil  engineers  of 
the  world  differ  is  a  matter  for  dissrusr. 


A  church  asks  me  lo  give  money  to 
be  u-cd  "in  the  benevolences  of  our 
church";  and  it  asks  me  to  give  "careful 
and  prayerful  attention  to  the  following 
considerations"  :  First,  "Many  of  us 
are  sharing  in  the  advantages  and,  com- 
forts of  an  era  of  unequaled  and  b  >und- 
less  prosperity  for  our  country  as  a 
whole".  After  "careful",  but  not  "pray- 
erful" consideration,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  "many  of  us"  ought  to 
have  such  advantages  only  as  "all  of  us" 
have.  U  is  certainly  a  period  of  "un- 
equaled prosperity".  Would  it  not  be 
a  positive  public  benefaction  lo  have 
''equal  prosperity"?  The  proper  scopes 
of  ''boundless  prosperity"  are  the  fields 
of  Rockefeller,  oi  Carnegie,  of  Morgan 
of  Mc Curdy,  of  Armour;  of  the  coa'. 
mine  owners,  apparently.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  such  religion,  nor  did  I  suppose 
that  the  rights  of  men  to  use  a  highway 
was  in  control  of  any  human  Board  of 
Directors;  doubtless  it  is  because  of  this 
belief  that  1  am  penniless  and  without 
monev  for  such  uses. 


much   trickery   among  men   in   the  public 
service    that    it    is    far    more    often    that   j 
we  condemn  than  commend.     A  week  or 
two    since.    I    had    occasion    to    observe 
certain   repairs   in  our   immediate   neigh-  j 
borhood,    along    certain    streets,    to    reg-   i 
ulate  the  Mow  of  waste  water.     Quite  a 
number  of  men  were  engaged,  and  they 
were  'led.  or   directed,  by   Hartley  Whit-   ; 
aker,  and  it  was  the  work  of  this  leader, 
or  director,  or  foreman,  which  fixed   my 
attention.      It   was   really  a   careful   study 
and     close     measurements     of     descents. 
where  descent-   were  of  -light  variation. 
No    man    could    have    'lone    better    work 


The  cool  audacity  with  which  Richard 
Olney  oi  Boston  give-  his  opinion 
against  the  control  of  railroads  in  the 
matter  of  favoritism,  or  antagonism,  by 
Boards  of  Directors  between  shippers 
of  freight,  is  certainly  refreshing.  Has 
Mr.  Olney  not  been  for  years  in  the  em- 
ploy of  railroads  as  their  supporter  in 
the  courts  and  in  all  forms  of  legal 
sources? 


A  decision  has  just  been  given  by  the 
English  Court  of  Appeal-  which  not  only 
knock-  the  American  Tobacco  Trust  out 
of  England,  but  forces  this  Trust  to 
leave  eleven  millions  of  dollars  ($11,- 
c  o.ooo)  behind  them.  Tt  was  rather  a 
costly  trip,  this  going  to  England  on 
such  a  visit  by  the  asrent  of  the  Trust. 


thai 
fusi  .n 


Mr.    Whitaker,    n  >r 


ith   le: 


con- 


The  experiences  of  the  Boston  Grand 
Jury  with  District  Attorney  Moran  come 
to  remind  me  of  some  of  my  own  ex- 
periences in  a  similar  body. 


i'.l 
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Penhallow  in  his  History  of  the  Wars 
of  Now  England  with  the  Eastern  In-* 
cians  gives  us  this  pretty  picture:  "Per- 
pooduck  was  the  greatest  sufferer,  being- 
bat  nine  families,  and  no  garrison  to 
retire  unto;  neither  any  men  at  home; 
where  (the  Indians)  took  eight,  and  in- 
humanly butchered  twenty-five  (women 
and  children),  among  whom  was  the 
wife  of  Michael  Webber,  who,  being  big 
.villi  child,  they  kneck't  her  on  the  head 
and  Vipt  open  her  womb,  cutting  one 
part  of  the  child  out;  a  spectacle  of  hor- 
rid barbarity/'  (Indian  Wars  of  New 
England,  Boston,  1726,  p.  5.)  It  is  a 
fine  illustration  of  the  advance  of  sur- 
gical science  in  Boston  during  the  past 
two  centuries,  as  recently  shown  in  the 
case  of  a  young  woman.  Susan  Geary. 
The  gynecological  work  of  the  Indians 
seems  to  be  quite  equal  to  that  of  the 
Boston  tribe;  but  there  has  been  ari  ad- 
vance in  one  respect  by  the  latter  tribe  | 
over  that  oi  the  elder  Indian-.  The  lat 
fer  wore  no  masks  while  cutting. 


The  Whole  Comical  Works  of  Mons. 
Scarron,  in  two  volumes,  translated  by 
Mr.  Tho.  Brown,  Mr.  Savage.  Never 
before  in  English  (and  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  had  it  then  have  been  left 
out).     London,    1727.     55.00. 

Scarron  was  the  husband  of  the  lady 
who  came  subsequently  to  be  known  as 
Madame  de  Maintenon  and  the  most  im- 
moral man  then  living  in  Paris. 


Biographical  Memoirs  of  the  Illus- 
ions General  George  Washington, 
late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
their  Armies  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Dedicated  to  Youth  of  America. 
With  a  very  rare  wood  cut  por- 
trait of  Washington.  From  Sidney's 
Press.  Original  edition,  of  great  rarity. 
New  Haven,  1809.  Price  $10.00.  The 
wood  cut  is  engraved  by  Maverick,  a 
Pupil  of  Anderson.  An  ex  libris  is  in 
the  book  of  original  design.  A  Bee  Hive 
on  an  Indian  arrow  head,  with  the  in- 
itials S.  A.  F. 
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THK  RESl'ET  OF  TARRY  AT  HOMK  TRAVELS 
IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Edward   Everett    Hale   is   contributing 

a  series  of  papers  to  the  Outlook  under 
the  general  heading,  '"Tarn-  at  Home 
Travels''.  The  one  for  October  covers 
Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Hale  is  now  one  of 
the  most  venerable  among  American 
writers,  in  his  S41I1  year,  and  one  of  the 
most  prolific.  1  cannot  give  an  accurate 
account  of  his  publications,  but  aside  from 
contributions  to  periodicals  they  must 
number  near  seventy-five.  From  two 
sources  the  writer's  attention  has  been 
called  to  this  paper  concerning  Rhode 
Island  as  to  its  historical  accuracy  upon 
two  points ;  and  these  led  mc  to  examine 
the  entire  paper.  Thinking  that  the 
learned  and  venerable  author  might  pos- 
sibly gather  these  papers  into  a  volume, 
I  venture  to  suggest  further  historical 
research  concerning  several  of  them,  be- 
ginning with  the  portrait  of  "Dear  Roger 
Williams".  Mr.  Hale  gives  a  portrait 
"from  a  lithograph".  He  gives  no  date — 
but  lithography  was  introduced  into  this 
country  about  1S30.  soon  after  its  in- 
vention. There  is  no  genuine  portrait 
-of  the  "Dear  Old  Idealist".  The  first 
publication  of  a  portrait  was  in  the  edi- 
tion of  Benedict's  History  of  the  Bap- 
tists, published  in  1843.  This  was  taken 
from  a  portrait  of  Beni^n-iip  J7rajikiin  in 
Watson's  Annals.  183d  \  t\ 
been  set  forth  by  the  tpfc 
iSot  (R.  T.  Hist.  Tracts^  . 
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Fac  simile  reproductions  demonstrate  the 
fraud. 

Next,  I  take  the  name  "Rhode  Island"; 
what  was  its  origin,  when  did  it  origin- 
ate, and  by  whom.  The  learned  writer 
says :  "The  books  will  tell  you  that 
Rhode  Island  was  named  by  its  dis- 
coverer, Adrian  Block,  from  the  island 
of  Rhodes  in  the  Aegean  Sea.  .  .  . 
Nobody  knows  that  he  (Block)  was 
ever  in  the  Aegean".  Again,  "Accord- 
ing to  me,  when  Block  swept  into  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay  he  found  a  splendid  grove 
of  Rhododendron".  Now,  then,  the  books 
will  tell  you  sundry  very  different 
Tories;  as,  for  instance,  Bancroft  (Hist. 
U.  S.  i,  489)  says,  in  effect.  Block  came 
into  what  is  now  Narragansett  Bay  in 
[614  and  discovered  the  island  now  bear- 
ing his  name".  Arnold  (Hist.  R.  I.  t, 
70)  says,  in  efi'ect,  that  Yerraznno  ex- 
plored this  coast  in  1524,  ninety  years 
before  Bloc1.:,  and  discovered  the  i-land 
which  now  bears  Block's  name.  Hakluyt 
in  his  Divers  Voyages,  London,  15S2, 
gives  an  account  of  Verrazano's  voyages. 
He  gives  this  paragraph: 

"We  weied  ancker.  and  sayled  towarde 
the  East,  for  so  the  coast  trended,  and  so 
nhvayes  for  50  leagues  being  in  the  sight 
ihereof  wee  discouered  an  Ilande  ■  in 
forme  of  a  triangle,  distant  from  the 
miine  lands  three  leagues,  about  the 
bigness  of-  the  Ilanfle  of  the  Rodes". 

This  is  absolijtej  proof  that  an  island, 
not    in    a.Bav.  vo-    discovered    in    1524 
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"about  the  bigness  of  the  Island  of 
Rodes".  In  1600  Hakluyt  published  an- 
other edition  of  his  Divers  Voyages;  the 

name  Rodes  is  printed  Rhodes.  This  is 
absolute  proof  that  the  name  Rhodes  was 
known  in  1524  in  connection  with  some 
island,  and  again  in  1600.  Hence  Block 
could  never  have  given  it.  But  Block 
was  never  in  Narragansett  Bay.  On  the 
l8th  August.  1616,  the  States  General 
were  assembled  at  The  Hague  to  hear 
a  report  by  Capt.  Hendrickszn,  then  in 
the  service  of  the  West  India  Company. 
as  indeed  Block  then  was.  Hendrickszn 
reports  "the  skipper  hath  found  and 
discovered  a  certain  country;  a  Bay;  and 
three  rivers  lying  between  the  38th  and 
40th  degrees  latitude"  (Docs.  Col.  Hist. 
X.  Y.  1,  12).  For  further  details  con- 
sult Rider's  Indian  Lands  of  Rhode 
Island,  289-297. 

Look  one  moment  at  the  absurd  specu- 
lation of  '"scholars".  Referring  to  the 
Bay.  Arnold  writes  of  the  "Fiery  aspect 
of  the  place",  and  "The  red  clay  in  some 
portions",  and  from  these  "Block  gave 
it  the  name  Roodt*  Eylandt".  Kohl 
writes,  ''The  island  was  made  red  by  the 
leaves  of  the  maple".    Again  Kohl  writes. 


"The  name  came  from  an  EngiiTi  fam- 
ily. Rhodes,  then  dwelling  there'".  De 
Laet  writes,  "There  is  a  little  red  island''. 
All  this  is  -heer  nonsense.  Our  Rhode 
Island  was  given  her  name  from  noth- 
ing "red"  in.  on,  or  about  it. 

But  let  us  leave  these  fanciful  specula- 
tions and  come  to  something  practical. 
Verrazano  certainly  named  an  island  in 
this  vicinity  in  1524,  which  he  says  was 
about  the  bigness  of  the  Hand  of  Rodcs; 
this  was  so  printed  in  Hakluyt  in  15S2; 
were  the  Dutch  navigators  and  chart 
makers  fifty  years  later  ignorant  of  this 
in  fact?  In  the  English  edition  of 
Hakluyt,  1600.  this  name  again  appears, 
but  snelled  Rhodes. 

In  April,  or  May,  1637.  Roger  Williams 
wrote  a  letter  to  Gov.  Winthrop,  in 
which  occurs  this  paragraph  : 

"They  (the  Xarragansett  Indians)  also 
conceive  it  easy  for  the  English  that 
the  provisions  and  munitions  first  ar- 
rive at  Aquidneck.  called  by  us  Rhode 
Island,  at  the  Xarragansett  mouth" 
(Xarr.  Club  Pubs.  6.  187).  In  1644  the 
Genera;   Assembly  made  this   order: 

"It  is  ordered  by  this  court  that  the 
Island,     commonly     called     Aquethneck, 
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shall  be  from  henceforth  called  the  Isle 
of  Rhodes,  or  Rhode  Island."  (R.  I.  Col. 
Rec.,  v.  I,  p.  127.)     In  a  letter  written  by 

Roger  Williams  to  the  R.  I.  General 
Assembly  in  January,  1665-6,  Air.  Wil- 
liams uses  this  expression,  '"Rhode  Island 
in  the  Greek  Language  is  an  island  of 
Roses,  and  so  the  King's  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  resent  it".  Now,  then,  what 
is  the  meaning  oi  the  phrase  "Rhode 
Island"  in  the  Greek  language?     In  the  j 

article  Rhodus  (Smith's  Diet.  Greek  and 

v  j 

Roman  Geog.)  there  i>  this  sentence  con-   i 
cerning    the   origin   of   the   name   of   the  1 
Island   of  Rhodes:       "Others,   however,  j 
with    belter    reason,    derive      the      name  I 
Rhodus   from   a   Greek   word   meaning  a  j 
Rose,  for  me  Rose  appears  as  a  symbol   j 
on      the      coins    of    that    island.      Hence   j 
Rhodus    would    mean     'The     Island     of 
Roses'.'"     But  the  name  was  used  first  by 
Verrazano,  and  because  of  nothing  red, 
or   resembling   that   color,   but    from   "its 
bigness".      The   suggestion   by   Mr.   Hale 
of  the  word  Rhododendron  is  not  new ; 
the    learned    gentleman    suggested    it    in 
1890.      The    word    Rhododendron    comes 
from    the    same    Greek    root    and    means 
"Rose    tree".      This    suggestion    by    Mr. 
Hale  in   1890  brought  out  a  very  comical   ; 
suggestion     made    by    a    gentleman     of  j 
Basle,  Switzerland;  that  the  name  came  j 


from  an  old  German  idiom,  "Rodeland", 
meaning  to  "root  out",  or  "cleared 
ground".  1  once  thought  that  the  Wild 
Rose  gave  the  name  to  Rhode  Island; 
but  now  I  see  it  differently.  The  Wild 
Rose  gave  its  name  to  the  Island  of 
Rhodes  in  the  Aegean  Sea;  in  1524  Ver- 
razano, when  he  discovered  the  island 
now  called  "Block",  mentioned  the  island 
of  Rhodes  because  of  "bigness".  The 
name  Rhode  Island  was  first  applied  to 
1  he  island  within  Narragansett  Bay  by 
Roger  Williams  in  1636-7;  he,  Williams, 
got  his  idea  from  Hakluyt  of  1600;  and 
Hakluyt  got  it  from  Verrazano  in  1524. 
A  blunder  of  the  Dutch  chart  maker 
was  copied  by  the  distionary  makers,  and 
thus  "Gay  Head",  actually  a  "red"  land, 
was  fixed  to  Acquidneck  and  made  to 
mean  "Red  Island". 

I  come  now  to  the  daughter  of  "Dear 
Old  John  Hull".  "John  Hull  had  a 
daughter,  Judith".  "Samuel  Sewal!  mar- 
ried Judith  Hull,  and  Old  John,  her 
father,  put  her  into  one  scale  of  the 
balance  and  poured  pine  tree  shillings 
into  the  other,  enough  to  weigh  her 
down.       One    hundred     and     twenty-five 

pounds    sterling    the    girl    weighed" 

"Judith  Hull  was  not  named  from  Point 
Judith,  but  Point  Judith  was  named  from 
Judith   Hull." "When  Judge   Sewall 
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died  lie  and  his  wife  Hannah  left  a  farm 
to  Harvard  College.''....  "Hannah,  if 
anybody  wants  to  know,  w.ts  the  succes- 
sor of  Judith."  "Dear  Old  John"  had 
no  daughter,  Judith;  he  had  a  daughter, 
Hannah j  hence  Hannah  was  not  a  suc- 
cessor to  Judith.  In  case  the  girl,  what- 
ever her  name,  weighed  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  pounds,  her  value  in  pine 
tree  shillings  would  be  $2610,  or,  in  gold, 
as  the  learned  scholar  prints  it,  $625.  If 
Hull  had  no  daughter,  Judith,  it  follows 
that  her  name  could  not  have  been  given 
to  Point  Judith.  In  1656-7  a  syndicate 
of  five  men,  "Dear  Old  John  Hull"  being 
one,  bought  a  tract  of  land  called  Pette- 
qtiamsmt '  but  the  land  east  of  the  Great 
Salt  Pond  was  not  included  in  this  Deed 
(Potter's  Early  Hist.  Narr.  275).  In 
1659  the  Atherton  partners  bought  of 
''Tumtekowe,  Chiefe  Sachem  of  the 
Great  Pond,  and  the  country  thereto 
adjoining,  as  also  of  Point  Judea  called 
by  us  Wenannatoke".     (Fones'  Records, 

15.) 

The  name  Judea  was  taken  from  the 
Apocrypha  (Judith,  3,  9).  The  evolu- 
tion was  in  1659,  Judea ;  again,  same 
year,  Juda;  in  1662,  Point  Jude;  in  1680, 
Point  Judith.     In  the  Book,  Judith,  it  is 


described  as  "the  Great  Strait".  There 
was  a  struggle  for  the  lands  between 
the  Pettaquamscut  syndicate  am!  the 
Atherton  partners.  This  trouble  was 
settled  in  1679  by  a  compromise.  "All 
poynt  Juda  neck'"  was  set  over  to  the 
Pettaquamscut  syndicate;  also  upon  a 
west  line  from  the  head  of  the  cove, 
north  of  Point  Juda  neck,  six  and  a  half 
miles,  and  so  a  straight  line  to  the  sea 
(Fones'  Records,  34).  This  deal  car- 
ried the  land  at  Matunuck  to  the  Pet- 
taquamscut syndicate.  Hull  individually 
never  owned  any  part  of  these  lands ; 
nor  did  Sewall  until  1692  (Potter's  Hist. 
Xarr.  279-280).  The  '"cove"  above  re- 
ferred is  now  called  "'Salt  Pond".  Mr. 
Hale  continues:  "What  I  knozc  is,  that 
when  Judge  Sewall  died  he  and  his  wife 
Hannah  left  a  farm  to  Harvard.  The 
farm  was  given  24th  June,  1696.  Sewall 
died  in  1730." 

Mr.  Hale  continues:  "This  same 
John  Hull  and  his  sometime  son-in-law, 
Sewall,  went  into  a  fine  speculation  in 
the  southern  part  of  Rhode  Island  and 
'bought'  the  Pettaquamscut  'purchase'." 
This  purchase  was  made  in  1656-7.  Sam- 
uel Sewall  was  then  five  years  old  and 
his  parents  still  dwelt  in  England.   Sewall 
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had  nothing  to  do  with  this  land  until 
after  the  death  of  "Dear  Old  John",  in 
1683.  Mr.  Hale  says,  "Roger  Williams 
was  taken  to  "Sugar  Loaf  11  ill'  by  some 
Narragansett  Indians,  who  bade  him 
survey  the  prospect".  Mr.  Williams  him- 
self informs  u>  that  he  asked  the  Indians  : 
to  take  him  there  in  order  to  see  a  little 
island,  Nahigaset.  from  which  came  the 
name  Narragansett.  (Rider's  Indian 
Lands  of  R.  1.  202.) 

Mr.  Hale  says:  ''Roger  Williams 
wrote  to  somebody  that  in  our  Rhode 
Island  country  he  had  seen  at  one  time 
strawberries  enough  in  fruit  to  load  a 
ship  with;  indeed,  it  is  in  this  same  letter 
that  we  have  the  famous  epigram  of  his 
tnenci,  ur.  Boteler,  that  Lxod  might  have 
made  a  better  berry,  but  that  he  never  i 
did". 

Roger    Williams    never    wrote    such    a 
letter;  nor  did  he   refer   to  "our  Rhode  \ 
Island     country'     when     writing     about  ', 
strawberries;    nor    did    he    refer    to    "his 
friend,    Dr.    Boteler".      I    reproduce    the  | 
paragraph    entire :      ''This    berry    is    the  j 
wonder    of   all    the    fruits    growing    nat- 
urally  in   these   parts    (called   now    New  1 
England");    it    is    of    it    selfe    excellent; 
so   that   one   of   the   chiefest   Doctors   of  ! 


England  was  wont  to  say  that  God  could 
have  made,  but  God  never  did  make  a 
better  berry.  In  some  parts  where  the 
natives  have  planted  I  have  many  times 
.^een  as  many  as  would  fill  a  good  ship 
within  a  few  miles  compasse;  the  In- 
dians bruise  them  in  a  morter  and  mixe 
them  with  meall  and  make  strawberry 
bread."  (Williams'  Key  to  Language  of 
America,  or  an  Help  to  the  Language  of 
the  Natives  in  that  part  of  America 
called  New  England;  London,  1643.)  Dr. 
Boteler  (Butler,  as  we  now  write  the 
name)  died  in  1621.  Williams  was  then 
a  boy,  doubtless  unknown  to  Butler.  The 
authorship  of  the  epigram  was  given, 
not  by  Williams,  but  by  Isaac  Walton 
in  his  Complete  Angler  in  1656.  Why 
not  stick  to  facts  when  writing  pre- 
tended facts  ? 

Dr.  Hale  writes  of  "our  beautiful 
lakes  which  Roger  Williams  traversed 
in  a  canoe".  Where  are  these  beautiful 
lakes;  and  how  did  Williams  transport 
his  canoe?  He  speaks  of  the  stories  of 
the  "slave  trade  of  the  De  Wolfs  an  el 
of  the  Hoppers".  When  was  a  Hopper 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade  here  in  Rhode 
Island?  He  writes  of  Wayland,  "who 
gave  Brown  University  its  fame  for  half 
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a    century".         Wayland    was    connected   | 
with    this    college    from    the    autumn    of  | 

1^27    until    the   autumn    oi    1855,   twenty-    j 
eight  years. 

lie  writes  of  "Admiral"  Hopkins,  who   j 
"'stole  the  powder  from  P.crmuda".   There   j 
was  never  a   Hopkins   with   the   rank   of 
admiral;    and    Esez     Hopkins     stole     no 
powder  from  Bermuda. 

He    writes   of    Berkeley   "as   being    en- 
gaged  at  Newport  in  making  his  prepara-  | 
tions    for    founding    the    Great    American    ! 
College    at    Bermuda*'.         Will    not    the 
learned  gentleman  give  us  a  little  account   j 
of    these    preparations?"        The    learned   | 
scholar    writes    concerning    Berkeley,    of   j 
hi-     "Minute    Philosophy";    it    was    not    1 
his  philosophy  which  was  minute,  but  il 
was  Alciphron,  the  Greek  sophist. 

He  writes  of  '"Greenwich,  the  home  of 
the  Greens".     The  town  was  founded  in 
1677,   and    there    was   not   a   man   named  j 
Green  in  it.     Warwick  was  the  home  of 
the  Greenes.  j 

His  statement  that  Rowland  Hazard  : 
was  the  first  person  to  weave  woolen  j 
thread  by  anything  like  our  modern  ma-  \ 
chine ry  is  a  wild  freak  of  the  imagina-  j 
tion.  Compare  for  example  the  biog- 
raphy in  the  R.  I.  Biog.  Cyclo.  2~6. 

He  writes  "that  by  the  side  of  Wor-  ! 
den's  pond  there  grew  up  such  a  man  as  I 
Corlis*,  who  with  one  stroke  enlarged  j 
the  power  of  mankind  by  fifteen  per  j 
cent."  Jf  by  Corliss  he  means  the  "cut-  j 
off"  steam  engine,  it  was  not  invented 
by  Corliss;  moreover,  Corliss  was  born 
ar  Easton,  New  York.  .        i 

lie    write?  :     "Let    me    remind   you    of 
the     charming     story     of     John     Carter  1 
Brown".     It  might  be  a  profitable  specu- 
lation 10  consider  in  what  this  charming  | 
story  consists. 

His  list  of  Rhode  Island  idealists  j 
precedes  his  statement  that  Rhode  Island 
was  a  State  of  idealists.  This  is  the  list:  ; 
Dean  Berkeley,  Roger  Williams,  George  : 
Fox,  Samuel  Hopkins,  William  Elery 
Ch  aiming,  Rowland  Hazard,  Jemima  1 
Wilkinson,  and  Alice  Rathburn.  Of  the  j 
latter  he  says:     "Not  one  word  she  ever  | 


said  has  been  remembered".  How  can 
she  be  shown  to  have  been  an  idealist? 

He  writes  of  Rowland  Hazard,  "who 
taught  us  that  man  is  a  creative  force", 
was  "first  of  that  honored  name".  His 
father  before  him  was  named  Rowland. 
Neither  Berkeley  nor  George  Fox  were 
Rhode  Island  men. 

The  article  seems  to  have  been  written 
rather  to  "puff"  certain  men  and  women 
than  to  keep  within  the  lines  of  history 
or  of  fact,  as  when  he  says,  "What  I 
know  is,  that  our  Peacedale  won  the 
Imperial  Prize  at  Paris  as  being  the  best 
organized  toii.ii  of  manufactures  in  the 
world".  Peacedale  is  not  an  organized 
town  ;  it  is  a  village. 

Mr.  Hale  finds  that  it  was  individual- 
ism" which  made  Rhode  Island  the  last 
of  the  thirteen  to  join  in  the  Union  ;  it 
was  not  he  (thinks)  "that  her  leaders 
saw  any  special  difficulties  in  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  ;  it  was  rather  that  they 
did  not  want  to  do  what  other  people 
did".  It  must  have  been  this  "individual- 
ism" which  induced  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  Resolve,  "That  a  firm  and  in- 
violable union  of  all  the  colonics  in  coun- 
cils and  measures  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary" (R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  v.  7,  246).  and  the 
year  was   1774. 


"The  only  Tear  I  have  for  the  future 
of  this  government  and  people,"  said 
Senator  Spooner,  while  he  was  talking 
about  the  accusation  of  the  House  that 
the  Senate  had  usurped  its  constitutional 
power-,  "is  based  on  the  fact  that  there 
seems  to  be  tolerated  in  a  degree  never 
before  known  iiu  the  history  of  the  na- 
tion a  frequent  encroachment  of  one 
branch  on  the  rights  of  another.  The 
fathers  of  this  government  studied  the 
lessons  of  history  and  profited  by  them. 
The)'  framed  a  purely  democratic  gov- 
ernment, consisting  of  three  distinct  and 
co-ordinate  branches.  When  the  people 
of  this  nation  or  of  any  State  allow  these 
three  distinct  branches  to  be  reduced  to 
two,  they  sanction  treason:  for  the  line 
between    a    democratic   and    monarchical 
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government  will  have  been  obliterated.'" 
There  could  not  be  a  better  description 
o+"  the  government  of  Rhode  Island.  A 
corporation  makes  the  makers  of  all 
laws,  and  names  ever}-  judge  upon  the 
Bench,  if  possible,  who  is  to  construe 
them. 

EVOLUTION,   NOT   REVOLUTION. 

THE     KIXH    OF     LEADERSHIP     IMPERATIVELY 
NEEDED    IN    CIVIC    BATTLES    TO    COME. 

Disclosures  as  to  the  outrageous  han- 
dling of  large  monetary  interests  by  in- 
dividual managers  of  large  corporations 
— the  "rakeoffs"  and  the  employment  of 
corruption  funds — all  these  ,'iit  nearly  ss 
large  a  figure  in  the  elections  as  the  boss 
question  and  the  question  oi  public  fran- 
chises. To  the  thoughtful  part  of  the 
public  it  is  evident  that  conscienceless 
and  remorseless  rich  men  and  the  vulgar 
boss — often  in  alliance — have  prepared 
the  way  for  a  reaction  that  has  brought 
into  deplorable  prominence  both  the  dem- 
agogue-financier and  the  rich  demagogue- 
politician.  The  masses  of  the  people  are 
apt,  in  their  indignation,  to  "use  any 
5tick,"  as  the  phrase  is,  "to  hit  the 
bosses"  and  to  beat  down  the  corrupt 
and  corrupting  exploiters  of  public  fran- 
chises and  gigantic  corporate  funds. 
These  are  the  days,  therefore,  not  only  of 
splendid  victories  for  the  right,  but  also 
of  prosperity  for  the  sensational  financier 
and  the  rich  and  self-exploiting  dema- 
gogue, who  use  the  wholesome  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  for  their  own  personal 
ends.  Here  are  ghastly  dangers  to  the 
republic. — From  an  Editorial  in  the  Jan- 
mary  Century. 


The  Prudential  Insurance  Company 
ought  to  be  destroyed  at  once.  Look  at 
the  money  which  it  has  skinned  from 
l>oor  workingmen  simply  to  enrich  its 
Officers.  These  poor  men  know  only 
their  own  poverty.  They  ought  to  see 
tfoese  officers  rolling  in  the  money  which 
once  was  the  property  of  these  poor 
workingmen.  » 


WALLOMAPOGGE. 

The  following  note  is  taken  from  the 
writer's  "Lands  of  Rhode  Island  as 
Canonicus  and  Miantinomi  Knew  Them" 
(page  2j$)  :  "Wallmii  Pond.  This  pond, 
or  lake,  lies  in  the  extreme  northwest 
corner  of  Rhode  Island,  extending  north- 
erly into  Massachusetts.  It  was  known 
to  the  earliest  Englishmen  there  is 
Awamp's  Pond.  Awamps  was  a  Nipmuc 
Sachem,  whom  these  English  found 
there.  The  name  became  in  time  Al- 
Ium's  Pond,  and  at  last  Wallum  pond, 
by  which  name  it  is  now  known.  Dr. 
Jeremiah  Spofford,  writing  in  1828,  has 
the  following  concerning  the  town  of 
Wr.-.ntinn,  VTqcc  •  kThcrr  :z  a  'ai-c 
pond  near  the  center  of  the  town  and 
several  streams  of  water,  some  of  which 
go  to  furnish  water  to  Charles,  Taun- 
ton, and  Xeponset  rivers'.  He  con- 
tinues: 'This  place  was  called  by  the 
Indians  ''YVallomapogge'' ;  there  was  in 
1814  a  cotton  manufacturing  corporation 
there  under  the  same  name'  (Spofrord's 
Gazette  of  Massachusetts,  1828).  This 
latter  form  is  an  excellent  illustration  of 
the  English  construction  of  the  Indian 
names  of  places.  The  Nipmuc  lands 
included  both  ponds,  hence  the  name,  if 
Indian,  had  the  same  meaning;  was  it 
because  the  Sachem  'Awamps'  governed 
both ;  and  was  the  name  an  English 
growth  originating  in  'Awamps'?"' 


The  Journal  of  December  6th,  1905, 
has  a  column  of  stuff  about  a  blind 
woman  who.  according  to  that  newspa- 
per, has  written  six  thousand  (6000) 
hymn-.     In   it  is  this  paragraph: 

"Although  it  is  estimated  that  I  am 
the  author  of  6000  hymns,"  she  said,  "I 
take  little  credit  for  it  upon  myself,  but 
attribute  it  to  Him  without  whose  aid 
I  could  not  have  written  a  single  stanza. 
Dr.  W.  II.  Doaue  of  Cincinnati  on  one 
occasion  composed  a  melody  to  be  used 
at  a  certain  meeting,  and  40  minutes  be- 
fore train  time  he  told  me  he  must  have 
a  hymn  set  to  the  music,  I  went  to  my 
room  and  prayed  for  the  divine  inspira- 
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UNION  TRUST  COMPANY. 

Dorrance  and   Westminster  Sts  ,  Providence. 


CVKRY  WORKIXGMAN  SHOULD  REMEMBER  it  is  what  he 
1--  saves  from  his  earnings  that  makes  work  profitable  and  the  pleas- 
ures of  life  possible  to  himself,  his  wife  or  his  children.  By  de- 
positing a  part  of  your  earnings  in  the  savings  department  of  this  bank 
we  can  help  you  make  life's  path  easier  to  tread  for  yourself  and  all 
depending  on  you.  Just  make  a  start  to  save  money  and  you  will 
realize  how  fast  monev  arrows. 


This    Bank    pays    FOUR    PER    CENT,  on    Savings    Accounts 

We  allow  liberal  interest  on  Cheeking  Accounts. 

Deposits  made  in  our  savings  department  on  or  before  the   16th   of  the 
month  draw  interest  from  the  ist. 


lion,  and  in  15  minutes  I  had  written  the 
hymn,  'Safe  in  the  Arms  of  Jesus/  one 
of  my  greatest  favorites.  I  firmly  believe 
that  hymn  was  dictated  by  the  Holy 
Spirit." 

A  preacher  must  have  a  new  hymn  in 
forty  minutes  "[rain  time";  he  tells  a 
woman,  she  calls  God,  and  God  grabs 
his  pen.  Such  work  is  sacrilegious.  Was 
McCurdy's  millions  the  result  of  prayers 
to.  God?  To  print  such  stuff  ought  to 
bring  the  editor  under  the  criminal  law 
and  the  woman  to  a  lunatic  asylum. 


CLASSICS  IN   FOREIGN  LANGUAGES   IN  THEIR 
NATIVE  TONGUES    FOR   ALMOST    A    SONG. 

Jourdan — Dictionnaire  des  Termes  usi- 
tes  dans  les  sciences  naturelles.  Rai- 
s6nne,  Etymologique,  Synonique  et  Poly- 
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Bruxelles,      1S3; 


8vo,      half 


leather.     $1.50. 

Schercr — Geschirhte  der  Deutschen 
Litteratur,  Rirne  Auflage.  Berlin.  1^87. 
8vo,  half  leather.     $2.00. 

Lessings  Werke — Six  vols,  bound  in 
three,  l2mo,  hail  cloth.  Berlin  (1870). 
$2.00. 


Wilhelrn  Hauffs  Samtliche  Werke— 
Mit  einer  biographischen  einleitung  von 

Alfred  Weile.  5  vols,  bound  in  2.  Berlin 
(i860),  121110.     $2.00. 

Simrock — Handbuch  der  Deutschen 
Mythologie  mit  einschluk  der  Nordi- 
schen.    Bonn,  1S74.     $1.75. 

Cervantes — Don  Quijote  de  la  Mancha. 
With  un  esayo  historico  sobre  la  vida  y 
c-crito  de  Cervantes  per  El  Jorge  Tick- 
nor.     Nueva  York,  1891.     Si. 00. 

Das  Nibelungenlied,  ubersekt  von  Karl 
Simrock.  8vo,  half  cloth.  Stuttgart,  1864. 
$1.00. 

Der  Nibelunge  noth  und  die  Klage, 
nach  der  altesten  uberlieferung  mit 
bezeichrung  des  unechlen,  und  mit  den 
abraeichungen  der  gemoinen  lesart- — von 
Karl  Lachmann.  Berlin.  1878.  Funfte 
Ausgabe,  half  bound.    $1.50. 

Brehinger — Die  Grundzuge  der  franzo- 
sischen  Literatim,  und  Sprachgeschichte. 
8vo.     Zurich,  18S9.     half  bound.     75c. 

Mahn — Die  Biographisen  der  Trouba- 
dours. 8vo.  Berlin,  1878.  Half  bound. 
75c. 

Engliskhen  und  Deutschen.  2  vols,  8vo, 
half  bound.     Leipsig,  1883.      $2.00, 
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